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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDEXT. 



To the Senate and House of Jiepreaentatives of the Commonwealth of- 

Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen: — In presenting the Annual lleport required by law from the 
head of the School Depjiilment, it atfords me the highest gratification to Ijc 
al>le to congratulate you, and through you, the people of the Commonwealth, 
upon the substantial proofs \^ liich the last year furnishes, going to show tluit 
oiir system of public eflucation is everywhere making progress. These proofs 
are found, among others, in the following fact* : 

The number of school districts in the State is 1, 918 

Xnmber of schools 13, 666 

Number of graded schools 2, 382 

Number of school directors 11, 608 

Number of superintendents 75 

Number of teachers 16, t7 1 

Number of pupils. 800, 515 

Average number of pupils 508, 1 04 

Cost of tuition for the year $3, 273, 269 43 

Cost of building, purchasing and renting school houses 1, 991, 153 55 

Cost of contingencies ? 854, 253 21 

Total cost for tuition, building, &c., and contingencies 6, 118, 675 Ifi 

Total cost, including expenditures of all kinds 6, 200, 537 96 

Estimated value of school property 10, 556, 765 00 

The increase in these it<jms, as compared with those of last 3'car, is iis follows : 

In numl)er of districts 29 

In number of schools 231 

In number of graded schools 137 

In number of school directors 155 

In numb^ of superintendents 5 

In number of teachers 248 

In number of f)ii|^8 , 11, 126 

In the average number of pupils 27, 234 

In cost of tuition, building, &c., and contingencies $1, 037, 136 09 

In total cost, includingjexpenditures of all kinds 1,039. 787 79 



^:n THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

Jn order to show iu detjul the working of the system, the folio whig state- 
ments will be made: 

STATEMENT A. 

Showing the financial condition of the school districts of Ihc CommnH' 

wealth. 

RECEIPTS. 

\ 

From collectors, unseated lands, and all othe% soui^es, ex- 
clusive of State appropriation ?4, 0T4, 214 f>-t 

Tiom State appropriation for 1H()T 239, 813 0^ 



Total 4. :U4, 028 fvi 



EXPENDITURES. 

Cost of mstniction $2, 617, 109 93 

Fuel and contingencies (542, 218 88 

* 

Cost of school houses, including renting, re- 
pairing, kQ 1 , 35T, 720 79 



Total 4, 617, 055 GO 

Ikihince on hand ^ 287 , 666 22: 

I^ei.t of districts $ 757 , 541 3 1) 

STATEMENT R. 

SficwiXG the condition of the system for the school ijear 18G8, eu'clndinr/ 

* Philadelphia 

AVhole numl)er of districts 1,917 

Whole number of schools 13, 2S4 ,? 

Whole numl>or of pupils in attendance GOfi, 31 G 

Average attendance of pupils 438, 323 

l*ercentage of atti^ndance upon the whole numl>er .G57 

Average length of school tenn 5 months 19i daA.s. 

Average cost of tuition per month for each pupil 90 cents. 

Whole number of male teachers G, 935 

Whole number of female teachers 8, 5()i* 

Average salaries of male teachei's i)cr month $37 28 

Average salaries of female teachei-s per month 28 7 G 

Total cost of tuition 2, G17, 109 93 

Total cost of fuel and contingencies G 42, 218 8S 

Total cost for purchashig, building, renting and repairing - 

houses 1, 357, 72G 7^ 



• 



SUPERINTEXDEXT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. i± 

Total expenditures of the system for tuition, fuel and houses, $4, (US, 055 (10 

Total State appropriation 355, 000 00 

Total State appropriation for common school purposes, ex- 
cluding county 8ui)erintendents' salaries, &c^ ^^6, 784 33 

Average number of mills on the dollar, school tax. 7T 7 .53 

Average number of mills on the dollar, building tax , . . 5.51 

Amount of tax le\ied fT 4, 016, 919 12 

Ainoimt of tax levied and State appropril4^ion 4, 371, 919 12 

STATEMENT C. 

Showing the school statistics of Philadelphia for the yea?' ending Decem- 
ber 31, 18t)7. 

Whole niunl^er of schools under the sui>erintcndence of the l>oard, 382 

These schools are divided as follows: 

1 ligh scliools 3 

( irammar schools •. 62 

Secondary schools 74 

Primary schools 188 

UnclaKsified schools 56 

Whole innnl)er of male teachers. 81 

m 

Whole number of female teachers 1 , 286 

Wliole number of pupils registered 134, 199 

Whole number of pupils belonging to the schools at the l>eguining 

of year ' 78, Sl3 

AVhole number of pupils admitted durhig the year ."io, 386 

Wlu»le nunil)er of pupils left during the year 53 , 789 

Whole number of pupils belonging to the schools at the close of the 

year 80, 410 

Average att<.*ndance of pupils 69, 781 

i^crcentage of attendance upon the whole numlKjr registered .51 

l^ercentagc of attendance upon number Ijelonging to the schools at 

end of 3'ear .87 

Total cost per pupil on ayerage attendance i>er month $1 30 J 

VVh<^le amount paid for salaries of teachers 656, 150 50 

WTiole amount paid for lots, houses, additions, reiMiirs and 

furniture 633, 425 70 

Whole amount paid for l.)ook8, stationer}' and other incidentals, 212,034 33 
Total amount expended for school puiposes 1, 501, 61 9 59 



X. THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

STATEMENT D. 

Showing the condition of the system for (he school year 1868, in comparison 
with its condition for the school year 1867, excluding Philadelphia. 

Whole number of school districts in 1868 1, 917 

Do do do 1867 1, 889 



Increase in 1868 28 



Whole number of schools in 1868 13, 284g 

Do. . . . do do 1867 * 13, 001 



Increase in 1868 223g 



Whole number of pupils in attendance in 1868 666, 316 

Do do do do 1867 660,163 



Increase in 1868 6,153 



Average attendance of pupils in 1868 438, 323 

Do do do. . . . 1867 414, 537 



Increase in 1868 23, 786 



Percentage of attendance upon the whole number in 1 868 . 657 

Do do do do do 1867 .628 



Increase in 1868 .029 



Average length of school term in 1868 5 mos. 19^ days. 

Do do do do 1867 5 mos. 16| da\'S. 

Increase in 1868 ; 2f days. 



Average cost of tuition per mouth for each pupil in 1868 90 cts. 

Do do do do do 1867 85 cts. 



Increase in 1868 5 etc. 

Whole number of male teachers in 1868 6, 035 

Do do do 1867 6,619 



Increase in 1868 316 



Whole number of female teachers in 1868 8, 569 

Do do do 1867 8. 590 



Decreasein 1868 21 



SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. xi 

Average salaries of male teachers per month in 18G8 $37 28 

Do do do do do 1867 *"35 8t 



Increase m 1868 1 41 

Average salaries of female teachers per month in 1868 $28 76 

Do do do do do 1867 27 61 



Increase m 1868 1 26 . 



Total cost of tuition in 1868 $2, 617, 109 93 

Do do. . . . 1867 2, 482, 512 93 



Increase m 1868 134,497 00 



Total cost of fuel and contingencies in 1868 $642, 218 88 

Do do do do 1867 601,087 21 



Increase in 1868 41, 131 67 



Total cost of purchasing, building, renting and repairing 

school houses in 1868 $1, 357, 726 79 

Total for 1867 985, 152 56 



Increase in 1868 372,574 24 



Total expenditures of the system for tuition, building pur- 
poses and contingencies in 1868 $4,618, 055 60 

Total for 1867 4, 068, 752 69 



Increase in 1868 549, 302 91 



Total State appropriation for 1868 $355, 000 00 

Do do. ... do 1867 355, 000 00 



Total State appropriation for common school purposes, in- 
cluding amount paid to county superintendents, and in- 
cluding amount paid to Philadelphia, in 1868 $343, 50 ) 00 

Total in 1867 343, 140 00 



Increase in 1868 3fi0 00 



Total ajnount paid for salaries of county supermtendents 

in 1868 $58, 215 67 

Total for 1867 56, '>21 23 



Increase in 1868 1, 994 44 



xii THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

Average numljer of mills on the dollar school tax in 1868 Y .63 

Do do do do do 1867 T.25 



Increase in 1868 .28 



Average number of mills on the dollar building tax in 1868 6, 51 

Do do do do do 186t 6.04 



Increase in 1868 .47 



Whole amount of tax levied and State appropriation in 1868, $4, 371, 919 12 
Do do do do do 1867, 3,971,286 23 



Increase in 1868 400,633 89 

Amount of tax levied m districts m 1868 $4, 016, 919 12 

Do do. . .do do 1867 3, 616, 285 23 



Increase m 1868 400,633 89 

Amount received from collectors, including State appropria- 
tion for 1867, m 1868 $4,314,028 52 

Amount received in 1867 3, 489, 237 31 



Increase in 1868 824,791 21 

In addition to the items of increase over last year, already mentioned, great 
pleasure is taken in calling attention to the following facts; 

1. The increase in tlie average attendance of pupils. The increase in the 
average attendance of pupils in 1868 over that in 1867, is 23,786, while the 
increase in 1867 over*that in 18G6, was only 1,488. No fact could better in- 
dicate the improving condition of our schools. 

2. The increase in the length of term. The increase in the length of term 
was two and three-quarters (2f ) days, this being one day greater than that of 
last year. The average length of term is now five months and nineteen and 
one-half days ; next year it will l)e six months, and from that point it ought 
to continue to increase. 

3. The hicrease in the salaries of teachers. The increase in the salaries of 
male teachers for 1868, is $1 41, and m that of females, it is $1 25. The 
average wages is now $37 28 for males, and $28 76 for females. The teachers 
of the State received $134,497 00 more in 1868, than they ever received in 
one year ]>efore. 

4. The increase in money expended for building purposes amounting to 
$372,574 24. Add this to the increased amoimt expended for building pur- 
IKXses in Philadelphia, $355,779 63, and we have the whole increase in the 
State $728,353 87. Within a fraction of $2,000,000 00 were spent for build- 
ing purposes during the year. 



SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. xiii 

STATEMENT E. 

SnowiNO the condition of the schools of Philadelphia for the school year 
ending December 31, 1867, in comparison with the year ending Decem- 
ber SI, U^^. 

Whole number of schools in 1867 382 

Do do do ...1866 374 



Increase in 1867 , 8 



Whole nnmber of high schools in 1 867 2 

Do do do 1866 2 



Whole nnmber of grammar schools in 1867 62 

Do do."^ do do 1866 60 



Increase in 1867 2 



Whole number of 8ex5ondary][schools in 1 867 74 

Do do do .do 1866 61^ 



Increase in 1867 5 



Whole number of primary schools in 1867 188 

Do do do do 1866 187 



Increase in 1867 



Unclassified schools in 1867 56 

Whole numljer of unclassified schools in 1866 56 



Whole number of male teachers in 1867 81 

Do do do do 1866 79 



Increase in 1867 2 



Whole number of female teachers in 1867 1, 286 

Do. . . .do do do 1866 1, 235 ' 



Increase in 1867 51 



Whole number of pupils registered in 1867 134, 190 

Do. . . .do do do 1866 129, 226 



Increase in 1867 4, 973 



xir THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

Whole number of pupils belonging to the dchools at the beginning 
of the yc4ir, in 1867 78, 813 

Whole number of pupils belonging to the schools at the beginning 
of the year, in 1866 76, 303 



Increase in 1867 2, 516 



Whole number of pupils admitted during the year, in 1867 55, 386 

Do do do do do do 1866 52,923 



Increase in.1867 2, 463 

Whole number of pupils left during the year, in 1867 53, 789 

Do do do do do 1866 51,649 



Increase in 1867 2, 146 



Whole number of pupils belonging to the schools at close of year, 
in 1867 80, 410 

Whole number of pupils belonging to the schools at close of year, 
in 1866 77, 164 



Increase in 1867 3,246 

Average attendance of pupils in 1867 69, 781 

Do do do 1866 66, 333 



Increase in 1867 3, 448 

■ m 

• ^1 - I. - m^ m m 

Percentage of att«ndanc« upon number registered in 1867 .51 

Do do do do 51 



Percentage of attendance upon number belonging to the schools at the 
«id of the year, in 1867 87 

Percentage of attendance upon uimiber belonging to the school at the 
OTd of the year, m 1866 86 



Increase iu 1867 01 



, Total cost of pupils on average attendance per month, in 1867 $1 30^ 

Do do do do do 1866 1 10 



lacarease m 1867 20|^ 

* 

Whole amount paid for salaries for teachers, in 1867 $656, 159 50 

Do do. . .do do do 1866 545,522 77 



Increase in 1867 10, 636 13 
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Whole amount paid for lots, houses, additions, repairs and 

furniture, ml 86 7 $633, 425 76 

Whole amount paid for lots, houses, additions, repairs and 

furniture, m 1866 277, 646 13 



Increase m 1867 355, 779 63 



Whole amount expended for books, stationery, incidentals, 

&a, m 1867 $212, 034 33 

Whole amount expended for books, stationery, incidentals, 

&c., m 1866 189, 588 1!2 



Increase m 1867 22, 446 21 

Total amount expended for school purposes in 1867 $1, 501, 619 59 

Do do do do do 1866 Ij012, 787 02 



Increase in 1867 488, 832 57 



This statement presents unmistakable evidenc<3 of progress in the school 
affairs of Philadelphia during the past year. Several other facts, looking in 
the same direction, ought to be mentioned here. 

1. The re-organization of the board of controllers. This board formerly 
elected by and from the several ward boards is now appointed by the judges 
of the courts ; and the energy which characterizes the new board, and the re- 
forms which it has already instituted, seem to show that the change was a 
wise one. 

2. The revision of studies. In this revision many changes have been made 
which will no doubt prove to be improvements, and none more so'than that of 
establishing a senior class in the several grammar schools, thus providing a 
course of higher instruction for thousands of children who would never have 
been able to enter the high school. 

3. The establishment of a Teachers' institute. The institute now numbers 
nearly one thousand members, it has estabUshcd a library, secured the de- 
livery of several courses of lectures," and is doing much generally to elevate 
the profession of teaching and to improve the schools of the city. 

4. The proposed election of a city superintendent. The board of controllers 
passed a resolution favoring the election of a city superintendent of schools 
some months since, but have not yet carried it into effect. Such an officer is 
badly needed. The salary named for this officer, when chosen, is $4,000 per 
annunL 
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STATEMENT F. 

Showing the condition of the system for the school year 1868, tn compari^ 
S071 with its condition for the school year 1867, including Philadelphia, 



Whole mimber of schools in 1868 
Do do do 1867 



Increase in 1868 



Whole nnmherof teachers in 1868, 
Do do do 1867 



Increase in 1868 



Whole mimher of pupils registered in 1868 
Do do do 1867 



Increase in 1868 



Average attendance of pupils in 1868. 
Do do do 1867 



Increase in 1868 



13, 
13, 


666 
435 


231 


16, 
16, 


771 
528 


24S 


800, 

789, 


515 
389 


• 11, 


, 126 


508, 
480, 


,104 

,870 


27, 


,234 



Total cost of tuition in 1868 - $3, 278, 269 48 

Do do. 1867 3, 028, 065 70 



Increase in 1868 144. 193 73 



Total cost of fuel and contingencies In 1868 $854, 253 21 

Do do do 1867 790, 675 33 



Increase in 1868 63, 57788 

Total cost "for building, purchasing or renting houses in 1868, $1,991,152 55 
Do do do do 1867, 1, 262, 798 68 



Increase in 1868 728,353 87 

Total expenditures of the system for tuition, building, rent- 
ing, purchasing and repairing houses, fuel and contingen- 
cies,inl868 $6, 118, 675 19 

Total for 1867 5, 081, 539 71 



Increase in 1868 1,037,136 48 

Total e3q)enditure8 of the system for all purposes in 1868. . 6, 200, 537 96 
Do do do do do 1867. . 5, 160, 750 17 



Increase in 1868 1,039,787 79 
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STATEMENT G. 

Showing the growth of the system in ten years from 1858 to 1868, exclud- 
ing Philadelphia. 



Whole number of districts 

Number of districts paid 

Whole number of scholars . 

Length of school term 

Namber of male teachers.^ 

Nmnber of female teachers 

Average salaries of male teachers per 

month 

Averase salaries of female teachers per 

month 

Whole namber of scholars 

Average namber of scholars attending 

school 

Average cost of teaching each scholar per 

month 

State appropriations paid 

Tax levied 

Kamber of mills on dollar levied for school 



purposes 

Namber of mills on dollar levied for bnild- 

ing purposes 

Beoeived flrom collectors 

Expenses for school hooses 

Cost of instruction 

Faeland contingencies 



1858. 



1,709 



11,281 

5 mo. 8 da. 

8,191 

4,637 

124 25 

17 22 
569,880 

387,139 
46 >^ cents. 

9188,646 00 
2,009,437 00 

6.71 

3.46 

91, 554, 780 64 

454,343 53 

1,325,992 65 

162,670 98 



1868. 



INCBEASB. 



1,917 
1,845 
13,284 
5 mo. 19U da. 
6,935 
8,569 

937 38 

28 76 
666,316 

438,323 
90 cents. 

9218,521 87 
4,016,919 00 

7.53 

5.51 

94,090,166 00 

1, 367, 726 79 

2, 617, 109 93 

642,218 00 



208 



2,003 
11>^ dayn. 

3,9& 

913 13 

11 5^ 
96,436 

61,184 
43^ cents. 

929,875 87 
2,007,482 00 

1.82 

2.05 

92,536,385 36 

903,383 26 

1, 291, 117 28 

479,647 02 



An examination of the statement made above will remove all doubts as to, 
whether there is any growth in the school system of the State, or otherwise^ 
The following are notable points in the statement: 

The namber of male teachers has diminished by 1,256, and the number of 
fonale teachers has increased by 3,932. The average salaries of male teachera 
hare been increased $13 13, and of female teachers, $11 54. 

The tax levied for school purposes has very nearly doubled. 

The cost of building school houses has gone up from $454,343 53, te $1,-. 
357,726 79; that is, there was expended in 1868 nearly three times as much 
money for this purpose as in 1858. 

The cost of instruction was almost twice as much, and the cost of oontin-. 
geocies almost four times as much the last year as they were ten years ago. 

STATEMENT H. 

Showihg the value of the school property of the Staie^ as esHmaied by the 

school directors^ or oontrollers. 

Adams. : 

Armstrong. 



$68,000 
86,800 



AUfigheny.. 1, 14t, 000 



Bearer, 



97,100 



xviii THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

Berks : $176 

Blair "^4 

Bedford 54 

Bradford 144 

Bucks 167 

Butler. 114 

Cambria 88 

Cameron 4 

Carbon 77 

Centre 91 

Chester 253 

Clarion 90 

Clearfield 65 

Clinton 65 

Columbia 61 

Crawford 296 

Cumberland 138 

Dauphin 274 

Delaware 143 

Elk 24 

Erie 279 

Fayette 131 

Forest 13 

Franklin 126 

Fulton 18 

Greene 82 

Huntingdon 94 

Indiana 88 

Jettcrson 57 

*J uniata 50 

Lancaster 303 

Lebanon 92 

Lawrence 89 

Lehigh 104 

Luzerne 247 

Lycoming 98 

ArKean 30 

Mercer 183 

MilHin 55 

Monroe 45 

Montgomery 205 

Montour 51 



800 

650 

900 

150 

800 

000< 

580 

500 

145 

000 

850 

000 

000 

000 

140 

000 

000 

000 

000 

000 

000 

500 

500 

500 

800 

000 

950 

000 

550 

000 

100 

500 

500 

8U0 

000 

00(> 

500 

200 

000 

00<» 

700 

600 



SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. xix 

Northampton $216, 500 

Northumberland ' 9t,0a0 

Philadelphia 2, 211, 420 

Perry 68, 900 

Pike 1 0, 500 

Potter 39, 500 

SchuylkiU 443,000 

Snyder 29, 150 

Somerset 74, 000 

Sullivan 18,000 

Susquehanna 104, 000 

Tioga 102, 000 

Union. 50, 000 

Venango .• 129, 000 

Washington 176, 000 

Warren 83, 500 

Wayne 96, 500 

Westmoreland 286, 400 

Wyoming 32, 000 

York 141, 100 

Total 10, 556, 765 



From the preceding statement, which is believed to be a fair estimate, it 
appears that tlie value of the school property of the State is over ten millions 
of dollars. This is an interesting fact, not before reported. 

STATEMENT I. 

Showing the expenditures of the Department for the Oeneral System. 

State appropriation for the school year ending June, 1868 $355, 000 00 

This sum was exi>ended as follows : 

Paid Philadelphia, amount due for 1866 $9, 212 32 

Paid Normal schools , 10, 000 00 

Paid Lincoln Universit}'^, as per act April 1 1, 1 867, 1 , 500 00 

Paid Phaadelpliia for 1867 56, 425 46 

Paid Easton borough 1, 133 86 

Paid Meadville... 639 45 

Paid Erie 1, 142 19 

Paid salaries of County Superintendents 58, 215 67 

138,268 95 

2)^5,731 05 



THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

Amount brought forward $2161 731 05 

Add appropriations forfeited in 1865 $2, 202 38 

Do.... do do 1867 1,762 52 ' *'" 

3,964 90 



Amount to be apportioned among the districts, excluding Phila-< 

delphia 220,695 95 

This sum haisr been appropriated to the schools of the State, as follows : 

Of the 1,917 districts, excluding Philadelphia, 1,845 have re- 
ceived the State appropriation, at the rate of 39 cents per 
taxable $218,521 87 

Fifty-one are yet unpaid, but may still receive their appropria- 
tion 3, 575 39 

Eight have forfeited theii* quota by having teachers not legally 

qualified 819 39 

Thirteen have forfeited their quota for non-acceptance of the 

system, either from the beginning or for several years 945 79 

EXPENDITURES FOR THE GORNPLANTER INDIANS. 

Amount of appropriation for 1868, as per act of March, 1865 $100 00 

Unexpended balance from 1867, as per report for 1867 1 60 



101 60 



Paid Miss Overton for four months teaching, at twenty- 
four dollars per month $96 00 

Paid for books and incidentals 2 85 



98 85 



Unexpended balance 2 75 

STATEMENT K. 
Showing t?ie expenditures of the Department far Us <non support. 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR SALARIES. 

Salary of Superintendent, as per act of April 11, 1867 $1,800 00 

Do Deputy do do 1, 600 00 

Do three clerks, at $1,200 each do. 3,600 00 

Do Messenger do 900 00 

Extra paid to three clerks, as per act of April 11, 1868 600 00 

8,500 00 
By payment in full , 8,500 00 
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APPROPRIATIONS FOR INCIDENTALS. 

Stationery and blank books $300 00 

Postage, telegrams and expressage 1, 000 00 

For cleaning office and miscellaneous expenses 300 00 

For packing and distributing documents. 600 00 

For traveling expenses 500 00 

For engraving warrants, Ac 276 00 

For repairing and furnishing the rooms of the School 

Department 2, 000 00 

For publishing and circulating among the school offi- 
cers of the State, the official decisions and instruc- 
tions of the Department 2, 000 00 

$6,9T5 00 

By amount expended : 

For stationery and blank books $299 56 

For postage, telegrams and expressage 963 91 

For cleaning office and miscellaneous 312 27 

For packing and distributing documents 560 96 

For engra\ing warrants, &c 210 40 

For repairing and furnishing the rooms of the School 

Department 2, 000 00 

For publishing and circulating among the school offi- 
cers of the State, the official decision and instruc- 
tions of the Department 2, 000 00 

Traveling expenses 500 00 

. 6,847 10 

Unexpended balance 127 9 <> 

ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS NEEDED FOR THE GENERAL SYSTEM FOR 1870. 

For common schools, including those of Philadelphia $600, 000 (iii 

For Normal schools, to be appropriated on the same conditions 

as those imposed by appropriation act of 1868 15, 000 Oo 

For salaries of county superintendents 65, 000 oo 

For expenses of the principals of State Normal schools, in- 
curred in attending the annual examinationb of said schools, 250 Oo 

For Normal school of the Third district 5, 000 .00 

For Normal school of the Sixth district 5, 000 00 

For Lincohi UAiversity 2, 500 00 

The Legislature did a noble act last year, in increasing the general Stntt* 
appropriation from $355,000 to $500,000. An addition of only another $ 1 00,- 
000 is asked for this year, and considerations of sound policy will, no douljt, 
indace the granting of it. 
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ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS NEEDED FOB THE SUPPORT OF THE SCHOOL 

DEPARTMENT FOR 1810. 

For salaries.. ; . . . $11, TOO 00 

For engraving and printing warrants, Ac. 275 00 

For stationery and blank books 300 00 

For postage, j^legraphing and expressage 1, 000 00 

For cleaning rooms and miscellaneous expenses 300 00 

For boxing and forwarding reports 600 00 

For traveling expenses on official business 600 00 

For publishing and circulating official decisions and instructions, 2, 100 00 

Total 16, 775 00 



These estimates are very nearly the same as those for last year. The esti- 
mate for salaries includes the salary of an additional Deputy Superintendent. 
The work in the office now demands the constant presence of the Superintendent 
and one Deputy, while the work of attending institutes, inspecting Normal 
schools, assisting in the organization of systems of graded schools, delivering 
educational addresses, &c., &c., is so important, that it cannot be safely ne- 
glected. It is hoped the Legislature will see the wisdom of granting the 
* needed assistance. 

STATEMENT L. 
Showing the amount of State appropriations to the State Normal schools. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 18fil $5,000 00 

Do do do ls(in 5,000 00 

Do do do. ... 1 805 5, 000 00 

Appropriation for graduates ISGC 800 00 

Do do 1867 850 00 

Do do 1868 1, 600 00 

Appropriation for disabled soldiers, as teachers, in 1866 179 00 

Do do do do 1867 193 00 

Appropriation for other students, as teachers, in 1866 3, 330 50 

Do do do do 1867 3,365 86 

Appropriations for library and apparatus in 1866 353 62 

2.5,671 98 
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THIBD DI8TBICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 1867 $5, 000 00 

Do do do. . .1868 5,000 00 

Appropriation for graduates, 1868 

Appropriation for disabled soldiers, as teachers, 186t 

Appropriation for other students, as teachers, 1866 

Do do do do. . .1861 

Appropriation for library and apparatus, 1866 „ 





800 


00 




14 


00 




830 


50 




861 


90 




353 


62 


10 


,8Y6 


40 



FIFTH DISTRICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 1863 $5, 000 00 

Do do do. . .1864 5, 000 00 

Do -. . .do do. . .1865 , 5, 000 00 

Appropriation for graduates.. . .1866 650 00 

Do (to 186T 850 00 

Do do 1 868 1 , 400 00 

Appropriation for other students, as teachers, 1866 112 00 

Appropriation for disabled soldiers, as teachers, 186Y 125 00 

Appropriation for other students, as teachers, 1861 1, 399 51 

Appropriation for library and apparatus, 1866 353, 62 



20,550 13 



TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 1861 $5, 000 00 

Do do do. . ..1862 5,000 00 

Do do do... .1865 5, 000 00 

Appropriation for graduates, 1866 300 00 

Do do 186Y 250 00 

Do do 1868 550 00 

Appropriation for disabled soldiers, as teachers, 1866 18*7 98 

Do do do do. . .1867 266 00 

Appropriation for other students, as teachers, 1866 2, 020 52 

Do do do do. . . 186t 1, 824 59 

Appropriation for library and apparatus, 1866 353 52 



20,Y52 11 



Total amount appropriated $84, 984 98 

Total amount distributed. 77, 851 22 



Balance not distributed 7, 133 76 
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NON-ACCKPTINO DISTRICTS. 

A year ago the attention of the Legislature was called to the fact that there 
were fifteen districts in the State that continued to refuse to put the common 
school system in operation. It was felt that this condition of things could 
no longer be tolerated, but preferring for the present to use persuasion, rather 
than force, the following act was passed : 

AN ACT 
ReUxtive to non-aeeepHng School XHstriets. 

Section I. Beit enacted by the Senate and Hotue of BepreaentaUvee of the Cfommon^ 
wealth of JPenneylvania in Qtneral Assembly met^ and it is hereby enacted bytheauthor- 
ttyof the samcn That all school districts in this Ck)mmon wealth, previously non-ac- 
cepting, which have put in operation a system of common schools according to law, 
at any time since the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty, are hereby de- 
clared entitled to the same State appropriation for school purposes which they would 
have received had they complied with the law in reference to conamon schools diu*- 
ing and since that year; ana the Superintendent of Common Schools is authorized 
and required to pay out of .the appropriations to conunon schools for the year one 
thousand eight hundred slxtv-nine, by warrants upon the State Treasury, all sums 
found to be due to such districts by the provisions of this act. 

Section 2. That all school districts m this Conunonwealth now non-accepting, 
which shall .put in operation a system of common schools according to law, on or 
before the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy, shall be entitled to all the 
State appropriations for school purposes which they would have received during and 
since the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty; and the Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools is authorized and required to pay out of the appropriation to common 
schools for the year following that during which any such district shall put the school 
system in operation, by his warrant upon the State Treasury in favor of such district, 
the whole amount to which it would be entitled as herein provided. 

Having complied with the provisions of this act, the following districts 
have been paid, in addition to their appropriation for 1868: 

COUNTIES. DISTRICTS. AMOUNTS. 

Berks District $560 35 

Bedford Southampton 967 86 

Jefferson Bamett 21T 53 

Lancaster West Cocalico 1, 855 11 

Northumberland Mahanoy, Lower 806 43 

Do Mahanoy, Upper 648 63 

Schuylkill Brunswick, West 356 58 

Westmoreland Ligonier borough 151 70 

Wyoming .Falls 457 62 

The following districts have put schools in operation and will be entitled 
to the amounts named below, in addition to the appropriation for 1869, which 
is nearly twice as much as that of preceding years, as soon as the law is fully 
complied with: 

COUNTIES. DISTBICTS. AMOUNTS. 

Northumberland Jordan $819 73 

Schuylkill Mahantango, Upper ' 533 70 

Do Penn, West 1, 973 98 

Wyoming Tunkhannock twp 651 69 
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The following districts still reAise to put schools in operation under the 
system, and, if they persist in this course, will lose, in addition to the large 
appropriation for the current year, the amounts named below : 

COUNTIES. DISTRICTS. AMOUNTS. 

Beaver Harmony $412 10 

M'Kean Wetmore 36 74 

Northumberland Cameron 84T 14 

Do Jackson 659 02 

Do ; . .Mahanoy, Little 269 80 

Do Washington 623 01 

Somerset Conemaugh 816 45 

Wyoming Overfield 232 68 

Do Washington 563 83 

York. Manheim l,09t 37 

Good hopes are entertained that several of these districts will elect school 
directors next spring, favorable to opening schools under the law, and thus 
secnre for their districts the advantages which are now held out to them. If 
not, the courts will undoubtedly be empowered to appoint directors who will 
comply with the law. Pennsylvania children can no longer be suffered to grow 
up in ignorance. 

The following statement is compiled from table A, page 382, and is in- 
tended to show the progress of the system, by comparing certain facts em- 
braced in the statistical reports of county superintendents for the school year 
1868, with similar facts embraced in those of 1866 and 1867 : 
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This exhibit speaks for itself No friend of common schools can fail to see 
in it the most cheering signs of progress. As a measure of the fruit of an 
immense amount of labor, it will re-pay careful study. 

ADDITIONAL STATISTICS.. 

In addition to the statements already given, we refer to the usual statistics 
relating to our colleges, academies and seminaries and Normal schools, which 
will be found included in the tables of special statistics in the latter part of 
this report. 

THE SCHOOL LAW OP 1867. 

A supplement to the school law was passed in April, 1867. Some of its 
provisions met with great opposition in the Legislature, and were received 
with some doubts by the friends of education throughout the State. We can 
now judge them by their fruits. 

Sites for school houses. — The law in reference to sites for school houses 
authorizes, under certain conditions, boards of school directors to enter upon 
and occup}^ sufficient ground for such sites. Powers of this kind are seldom 
granted in this country, and that the}' have been granted in the interest of 
education, shows how important that interest has become in the estimation of 
our public men. The law was passed just at the time it was needed. We 
were about to enter upon an era of school house building, as is shown by sta- 
tistics previously given, and in many places eligible sites could not be obtained 
by purchase, except at the most extortionate prices. Directors are not often 
compelled to have recourse to the law, for knowing their power in the matter, 
the owners of property are generaU}' willing to part with it at reasonable ratcB. 
Tens of thousands of children already have reason to bless the Legislature 
for the passage of the law. 

Teachers^ Institutes, — The fruits of the section of the law establishing 
teachers' institutes are well exhibited in the following table. It will be seen 
from it that the institutes were attended by 10,268 actual teachers, that 2,043 
school directors and other active friends of education were present and elected 
honorary members, and that the aggregate number of spectators, as estimated 
at some one session of each institute, was 25,565, and of course many thou- 
sands more attended at the dififerent sessions: 
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Text-books in counties, — The section of the law in relation to text-books 
in counties, calling for action wholly voluntary, has gone into effect in but 
a few counties, and in these the results can hardly be said to be favorable 
to it. A uniformity of text-books in a county is a good thing in itself, 
but such a uniformity, it seems, cannot be secured in the manner provided 
in the law, without incurring a risk from the use of improper influences. 
As things are, it will probably be found unwise to concentrate large text- 
book interests in the hands of a few persons. If we secure district unifor. 
mity, we shall have to be satisfied, at least until some unobjectionable way 
be discovered of making the uniformity more general. 

City and Borough Superintendents. — The following cities and boroughs, 
each having over ten thousand inhabitants, have elected superintendents imder 
the act: AUcntown, Easton, Erie, MeadWlle, Pittsburg, Pottsville, Scranton 
and Williamsport. In all these places the policy of electing superintendents 
i.s fully approved, and their schools bear witness that that approval is based 
on good grounds. It seems strange that Allegheny, Reading, Lancaster, Harris- 
burg, and other places, do not follow the example of their sister cities. 

Teachers'' Certificates. — The provisions of the act in relation to teachers' 
certificates met at first with considerable opposition, but the good resulting 
from their operation has justified their wisdom. 

A large number of professional certificates, unworthily held, has been ren- 
dered invalid. This has proven a very valuable service. Besides, as this class 
c^ certificates must now be renewed every three years, they cannot hereafter 
stand in the way of progress. The new permanent certificate has been in a gen- 
eral way cautiously issued. The teachers who have obtained it constitute the 
very cream of the profession. The following is a list of the number of per- . 
sons, in the different coimties, holding this class of certificate at the present 
time: 

NUMBER OF PERMANENT CERTIFICATES GRANTED IN THE DIFFERENT COUNTIES 

PRIOR TO NOVEMBER, 1868. 



Adams 2 

Allegheny 66 

Armstrong. 

Beaver.. 1 

liedford 

Berks 

Blair .* 4 

Bradford 2 

Bucks 8 

Butler. 

Cambria 5 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Cebtre , 3 



Chester. 4 

Clarion Q 

Clearfield 

Clinton I 

Columbia I 

Crawford % 

Cumberland. 

Dauphin. 6 

Delaware.... 3 

Elk d 

Erie I 

Fayette. 9 

Forest..... -►..^ 

Franklin. 4 
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Fulton 

tireene 3 

Hnntingdon. , 

Indiana 3 

Jefferson 1 

Juniata. 

Lancaster 38 

Ijawrence 2 

I^ebanon 11 

Lehigh 4 

Luzerne 26 

Lycoming 6 

M'Kean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 8 

Monroe 3 

Montgomery 4 

Montour... 

Northampton 16 

Northimiberland 

In accordance with the pro\i8ion8 of the act now under consideration, teach- 
ers are examined in the History of the United States and the Theorj' of Teach- 
ing. As a result of the examinations in the History of the United States, that 
study |has been introduced into many hundreds of schools throughout the State; 
and ajB a result partially due to the examinations in the Theory of Teachmg, 
the number of teachers wtio had attended a Normal school increased from 
2,223 in 1866, to 3,297 in 1868, and the nmnber who had read books on teach- 
ing, increased from 6,917 in 1866, to 9,339 in 1868. 



1 Perry I 

I lyke 

! Potter 

Schuylkill 8 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna. 2 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 1 

Warren 5 

Washington T 

Wayne 6 

Westmoreland 12 

Wyoming 

York 

Total 282 



THE COLLEGE BILL. 

A bill was presented to the Legislature last winter, but not acted upon, 
entitled "^n Act relating to the incorporation^ recognition and support of col- 
leges.^^ This bill, in the discussion it has provoked in different educational 
bodies, and among the friends of education, became known as the " College 
Bill" Its history will be briefly told. 

In the report of this Department for 1866, an outline of a plan was given 
for bringing about a closer union among all the educational institutions of 
the State. The leading provisions of the plan, as it respected colleges, were 
Aerein &tated a., follows : 

" First, A provision fixing the requirements of every institution claim- 
ing to be a college and asking the benefits conferred by the law. 

" Second. A provision requiring all colleges accepting the act to make an- 
nual reports to some properly constituted State authority, and to be open to 
the visitation of competent officers appointed by that authority. 

" Third. A provision granting a certain number of free scholarships to pu- 
o 
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pils coming up properly prepared and properly reconiniended from the com- 
mon schools^ through the academies, Tsemiiiariea and high schools of the State. 

^^ Fourth, A pronsion giving a liberal annual api)ropriati(m from the State 
Treasury to all colleges accepting the act.^' 

This plan was formally submitted to the authorities of all the principal 
colleges of the State, and letters were received from nearlv all of them, 
commending it, and not a single objection was raised against it by any one. 
The only thing that remained to be done was to put it into the shape of a 
bill and endeavor to secure its passage through the Legislature; but, before 
this jHtage of progress could be reached, the session of I'^CA came to a close. 
The bill, however, was prepared, and early in the session of 18(58, a letter, 
signed by myself and the chairmen of the educational committees of tlic two 
Houses, was sent to the presidents of all the different colleges in the State, 
inviting them to attend a conference to be held in the rooms of the School 
Department, the object of which was stated to be "to secure legislation look- 
ing toward a closer union among the various educational institutions in the 
State, and aiding them by State appropriations ;" or, in other words, to con- 
sider the " College Bill/' 

The conference was attended by gentlemen representmg nine or ten colleges, 
by the Governor of the Commonwealth, a number of the members of the Leg- 
islature and other gentlemen interested in education. Tiie bill as prepared was 
iwrniew^iat modified, and, as modified, it was' agreed to ask its passage by the Leg- 
islature. Subsequently, petitions in favor of the passage of the act were laid 
befoj-e the liCgislature by the authorities of the following institutions : L^ni ver- 
iuity of Pennsylvania, University of Lewisburg, Allegheny College, Dickinson 
College^ Franklin and Marshall College, Haverford College, Lafayette College. 
Ijebanon YjiUey College, Pennsylvania College, Washington and Jefferson 
Collejje, Westminster College, Western University and Lincoln University. 
Like [x^titions were also presented to the Legislature from a large number of 
leading citizens in different parts of the State. 

Some opposition to the passage of the bill manifesting itself, its friends 
thou<yht it best to postpone all action upon it until it could undergo the most 
rigid scrutiny and l>e fully perfected if found defective. The bill awakened 
some discussion, as anticipated ; and it seems proper to present it here, >)y 
sections, and state the principal objections which have been made to it, witli 
such comments as may suggest themselves. 

Section 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repreaeniatives of the Oommon- 
wealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the author- 
ity of the same. That tho title of the Super Intondent of Common Schools be hereby 
changed to that of Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Objection has been made to this contemplated change of title, but merely 
as a uiatter of taste. If the bill should ever become a law, it is evident that 
Superintendent of Common Schools is a title too narrow to distinguish th<- 
<)f**r'or who«»e dutv it wo^tM >"e ♦'^ execute it^ provisions. Ofhcers with like 
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diitief*, in many other States, are called Siiperintentleuts of Public Instruo' 
tion, and there is some advantapre in making the title uniform, but it is a mat- 
ter of little consequence. 

Section 2. That any citizen or citizens or lx)dies corporate witiiin this Common- 
wealth, being disposed to found a college with power to confer degrees in the arts and 
sciences, at any phice within the same, shall make known their wishes in writing to 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, who shall without delay, with the advice 
and consent of the Governor, proceed to appoint a cH>mmitt€e of five, to be consti- 
tuted of persons wellqualifted for such service, two of whom shall be presidents of 
*^ollcges already existing, who shall meet at a convenient time and place, to be desig- 
nated by said Superintendent of Public Instruction, of which due notice shall bo 
given to all p;irtios interested, and consider the plan on which, and the funds with 
which it is intended to found and support such college; and if in the opinion of said 
committee, or a majority of its members, the plan presented by th'e proposed founders 
of such college, and theximountof funds at th*»ir connnand ready to be devoted to 
the purposes of its foundation, be such a8tocon*^rm to the provisions of this act, and 
not otherwise, they shall report the fact to the Legislature at its first ses8i<m there- 
after, through the School Department, and ask for the passage of an act of incorpo- 
ration for such college, with the same rights and privile^^es as are now enjoyed by 
the incorporated colleges of the Commonwealth, with, m addition, those conteni- 
plated by this act. 

Section 3. No institution within this Commonwealth shall, after the passage of 
this act, be incorporated with the right of confering literary degrees and enjoving 
the other rights and privileges named in this act, that does not possess substantlalh' 
the following requisites : 

1st. Suitable grounds. 

2d. Buildings capable of accommodating, for the purposes of instruction, two hun- 
dred students, with chapel, otUces, recitation rooms, library and laboratory, all suita- 
J>ly fitted up and furnished. 

iid. Apparatus and cabinets to the value of three thousand dollars. 

4th. A library with at least three thousand volumes. 

.5th. A president and four professors, all persons of liberal learning in their ^veral 
departments. 

6th. A full collegiate course of study, as measured by the standard of such courses 
in the leading colleges of the country. 

7th. An income from invested ftinds, or apart from tuition and contingent fees, of 
five thousand dollars per annum. 

Or, in place of these requisites, a fund of not less than one hundred and fifty thou- 
<«and dollars, available for the purpose of founding and sustaining the institution, at 
least two-thirds of which shall be reserved for an endowment fund. 

The design of these sections is to provide a check against the hasty and 
ill-advised incorporation of new colleges. It will be observed that their pro- 
visions do not stand in the way of founding literary institutions, but simply 
require them to have certain requisites which, it must be acknowledged, all 
institutions claiming the rank of colleges ought to possess. Pennsylvania has 
already gi*anted collegiate charters to nearly fifty institutions of learning, some 
of which have ceased to exist and others are a disgrace to the name they bear. 
Has the time not come for a change of policy in this matter? If so, let the 
l)lan proposed or a better one l>e adopted. 

Skction 4. That the authorities of any literary institution in this Conmion wealth, 
now enjoying the powers and privileges of a college as conferred by law, being de- 
sirous of oblftining the benefits of this act, shall apply in writing to the Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction for the appointment of a committee of inspection; and it 
Hhall be the duty of said Superindenaent of Public Instruction, immediately there- 
after, with the iklvice and consent of the Governor, to appoint five persons suitablv 
qualified^ two of whom shall be presidents of colleges already recognized by the State 
under this act, if such there be, but if not, presidents of colleges, which have hereto- 
fore received State aid, who shall proceed to visit and inspect the grounds, buildings, 
hails, lecture rooms, libraries, ftirnlture, apparatus and cabinets, belonging to tno 
college so applying, to inquire into the constitution of it« board of trustees and faculty, 




committee arrive at the conclusion that the college, so visited, comes up to the require- 
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inents of this act, they or a majority of them shall certify the same over their proper 
Hignatures, and make a report of their proceedinKS to the School Department, which,, 
if approved by the Governor of the Commonwealth and the Snperintendent of Pablic 
Instruction, the colleji^e so inspected shall thereafter be recogni^d as a State institu- 
tion, and shall be entitled to all the privileges and be subject to all the conditions of 
this act ; but if the opinion of the committee be adverse to the wishes of the college 
so visited, no further action shall be taken in the matter : Provided, That this act i» 
not intended to apply to the Agricultural College, or to any other professional college. 

It is clear that the State cannot undertake to grant pecuniary assistance as 
such to all the institutions in the State which now call tliemselves by the name 
of college. If any of our colleges are to attain position and character as in- 
stitutions of learn ipg, some distinction must be made. The State cannot 
make appropriations without knowing that they t^ill accomplish some good* 
The mode of ascertaining whether an institution has all the requirements 
named in the act may not be the best possible, but it does not seem open to 
very serious objections. 

It is said that in this section a way is provided for ranging the colleges which 
are already well equipped and endowed, on one side, and those which have not 
these advantages on the other, with the intention of aiding only the former. 
In reply it might be stated that we have no colleges in Pennsylvania that do 
not need assistance, and that the plan contemplates giving aid to all that prove 
themselves desennng of it. A yoiuig college that has life in it need not wait 
long before it can come up to all the requirements of the act, and the effort 
to do so will give it strength. Besides, it should be remembered that no right 
or privilege now enjoyed by any institution is purposed to be taken away 

from it. 

Section 5. All colleges recognized by the State, according to the provisions of thi» 
act, shall be considered State institutions. 

The term '' State institutions'^ can do no possible harm, inasmuch as the 

relation of the colleges, which may comply with the provisions of the act, to 

the State, is clearly defined in the act itself, and it will be convenient to adopt 

some mode of distinguishing tliem from other colleges. 

S^x;TION 6. All colleges recognized as State institutions, according to the provisions 
of this act, shall be entirely exempt from State control as respects their vested rights 
and chartered privileges, their governmental regulations and their religious prefer- 
ences, and each of them shall be entitled to an annuitl appropriation of 
a year; and the Superintendent of Public Instruction is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to pay the above named sum to the treasurer of every such college, upon the 
fulfilment of the tH)nditions named in this act, as to an annual report, by his warrant 
on the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, out of the funds which may be appropriated 
for that purpose : Provided, That if said Superintendent shall have reason to think 
that the money thus given will be misapplied, with the consent of the CJovernor, he 
may withhold' the payment of it, report the facts to the Ijcgislature and await its ae- 
tioii. • 

Objection has been made to the power lodged in the hands of the State 
Superintendent by this section, but it is at most only the power to delaj- an 
appropriation for a aboil time, and then it is done with the consent of the Gov- 
ernor. 

Some opposition has been made to the bill, by persons who seem not to 
have real it, on the ground that it gave the State control of the colleges. 
Uow much control over them it gives tlie State may be seen in this section. 
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When oiicc recognized, according to the provisions of the act, any college 
can receive such an appropriation as may be made to it, by simply making 
an annual report It is provided, in a subsequent section, that the State 
Superintendent may ^isit the colleges, but he has no power to change a sin- 
gle tiling eoneemiag them. Possibly it might be wise to give some authority 
the right to supervise them to a certain extent, bui; no such right is granted 
in the bilL 

If aid be granted to colleges, aecording to the pro\isions of the section of 
the bill now under consideration, it is said that it may lessen the appropria- 
tion to common schools. This is true, and upon the assumption that the 
State ought to make no provision for higher education, the olijection is an un- 
an8wera])le one. But should the educational poliey of the State be only to make 
pro\'ision for primary education ? The provision our school law now makes 
for the establishment of graded schools, the State aid heretofore given for 
many years to colleges and academies, and the requirement of our Consti- 
tution that, ^^The arts and sciences shall be promoted in one or more seiiii- 
nanes of learning," show conclusively that a different educational policy was 
contemplated by the men who have been foremost in shaping our legislation. 
Besides, while, in the language of Dr. M'Cosh, the newly elected president 
of Princeton college, ''in the work of primary ijistruction America leads the 
world,'' we are very far behind many of the countries of Europe in the at- 
tention we pay to higher education. We are trying to educate all our peo- 
ple, but we are educating them superficially. Intelligent Europeans are 
continually rcproachiug us, not without reason it is to be feared, with our 
want of generous culture and liberal scholarship. Let Pennsylvania, then, 
return to her former polic^'^, which, without injuring her common schools, 
grants substantial aid to her colleges. 

Section 7. All State colleges are hereby reqiulred to make an annual report to 
the Stiperlntenclent of Public Inntruotion at tfie close of their academical year, con- 
taining such items as may be required, and always to be open to the visitation of 
5iaid Superintendent or hlsproperly constituted agents. 

Our leading colleges now make reports to the State Superintendent, and 
frequent invitations have been received by that offlcex to visit them. 

SiSCTioN 8. All colleges receiving aid from, the State, according to the provisions 
of this act, are hereby re(][uired to grant free -scholar^i^, if their qualificatlomi are 
nuch as the rules of admission at the institutiou to which application is made re- 
quire, to all students from common or high schools, to the number of one for 
«ach fifty dollars received from the State: l^ravided^ That all such students shall 
be admitted upon the certificate of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, such 
<^ertificatefi to be issued only upon reootnmendations as ta character and qualifica- 
tions, from the teacher of the common or hi^b schools they have attended, wd the 
€k>uniy Superintendent of the county in which they residis : And provid^i^^Hriher, 
That nA ooUege shall be compelled to grant more than seven free schoUuruilps tp 
students from one county, except from the city of Philadelphia, and the ^oanty of 
Allegheny, So which eases the number shall l)e determinea by special agreeoieiit 
between the proper college authorities and the Superintendent of Public Instruo 
tion. 

SKCTioar 9. The Superintendent of Public Instruction is hereby directed to pre- 
pare all blank forms, and to give all Instruction neccswury Ibroondoctiji^ the rarfons 
prod^edings xequirad by tbjjv act. 
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Some objection has been made to section eight, on the ground that if car- 
ried into effect, it would fill our colleges with students unprepared to ei^ter 
upon the proi)er studies of the college course ; but a more careful reading of 
the bill would have shown that this result is guarded against. Some of the 
details of this section could be improved, perhaps, but the provision it makes 
for admitting students into our colleges, free of charge, is the link that will 
bind our colleges and comnion schools in sympathy together, and will prove 
itself, without doubt, the noblest feature of the bill. 

Admitting that the State should do something for higher education, some 
excellent friends of progress in this direction propose to allow our colleges, 
now existing, to support themselves as best they can, and think it wise to makt? 
an effort to induce the State to establish a great central univereity, like that 
of Michigan, and open its dooi*s, without charge, to all who choose to enter 
them. This proposition has merit in it, and deserves careful consideration. 
It may be that the time will come when, without neglecting other institutions, 
we shall establish such a universitv ; but it seems wiser to direct our atten- 
tion, at the present time, to what is more practical, viz : Aiding, according to 
some well devised plan, the colleges which are now in operation ; and to this 
subject, I resi>ectfully invite the consideration of the Legislature. 

CHANGES IN THE SCHOOL LAW. 

, Such changes in the school law, as good policy seems to demand, will be 
proposed to the conunissioners who arc engaged in revising our civil code^ 
and it is scarcely projK»r to discuss them in this place. There is good reason, 
however, for bringing two matters of this kuid at once before the Legislature ; 
one in relation to the salaries of county superintendents, and the other m 
relation to taking a school census of the children in the State, between the 
ages of six and twentv-oue. 

The salaries of County Superintendents. — The county superintendency 
is a fixe<l fact in Pennsvlvania. No one, who has carefullv watched its work- 
ing, would be willing to see the act establishing it repealed. No statement 
is needed to make known the good it has done. Its fruits speak for it. It 
has been called, and with gtjod reason, the "right ann'* of the system. 

A modification of the law in relation to the manner of electing countj' 
supermtendents, and to the character of their duties, has been proposed bj- 
some, and this Department has given the subject considerable attention, es- 
pecially during the past year, m view of the appi*oaching close of the present 
term of the office. The conclusion arrived at is that it would be unwise to 
change the extent of territory over which county superi^itendents have juris- 
disction, that is, to divide or combine counties; to take the power of electing 
them out of the hands of school directors ; or to relieve them of anv of the duties 
now required by law toj^e discharged by them. It would require much space to 
give in detail the reasons upon which tills conclusion is based. It must 
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soflSce to say here, that they grow out of an experience both as county super- 
mteudeut and State Superintendent, with the amplest opportunities, in both 
positions^ of watching the wnirkings of the office. It is true that persons 
have Ijeen elected county superintendents who filled the office inefficiently ; 
but the hope is entertauied that the law of 1867, which fixes more definitely 
than that of 18r)4, the qualifications for the office, may in part at least reined}- 
this evil ; but if not, no other mode of filling the office less objectionable has 
been devised. 

While, therefore, the law, as it now stands, in relation to county superin- 
tendents, ought not to be changed in the respects above alluded to, it does 
need amendment in the mode it provides for the payment of their salaries. 
This mode, as construed by this Department from the first, is as follows : 
The convention composed of the boards of directors of each county, at the 
time of electing the county superintendent, fixes his salary. The aggregate 
amount of all salaries thus agreed upon is found at this office and de- 
ducted from the sum total of the annual State appropriation, and the re- 
mainder is distributed to the several comities accorduig to their respective 
numl)ers of taxable citizens. By this mode it matters very little to any one 
county how much or how little it pays its county superintendent, provided 
other counties are not infiuenced by it. For example, the difference to Cam- 
eron county between paying her superintendent $550 or $1,100, is about 55 
cents ; the difference to Greene between pacing her's $600 or $1,200, is about 
$6; the diflerence to Cumberland between payhig her's $700 or $1,400, is 
about $14 ; the difl'ereuce to Lanciister between paying her's $1,700 or $3,400, 
is aV>out $68 ; and so with the rest. 

As might l3c expected from this mode of paying them, great discrepancies 
exist m the salaries received by the difl'erent superintendents. For example, 
Carbon county, with ill schools, pays her superintendent $1,100, while Lu- 
zerne, with 464^ pays her's only $100 more. M'Kean, with 70 sdiools, pays her 
sujKjrintendent the same amount as Armstrong, Dauphin and Indiana, eacli 
with :229. Fulton, with 68 schools, pa^s within $200 as much as Chester, 
with 835. 

It is very evident, from the facts now stated, that some change ought to Ixj 
made in this matter of superintendeuts' salaries, })ut exactly wliat, it is not 
easy to determine. Each superintendent ought to be paid according to the 
work he has to do ; but the work imposed upon county superintendents, b}' 
law, is of such a nature that it is difficult to compai'c what is done in one 
county with what is required to be done in others. On the whole, the best 
measure of that work, not forgetting difterences in length of t^rm, distance 
to be traveled, cost of living, &c., appears to be the numl)er of schools in the 
respective counties. Taking this as a basis, I respectfull}' suggest to the 
Legislature the propriety of fixing the salaries of county superintendents by 
law, in a manner somewhat as follows: 
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First. That each superintendent shall be allowed a certain sum, say five 
dollars, for every school in his county, up to the number of three hundred. 

Second, That every county, with over three hundred schools, shall havo 
an assistant ^superintendent, to be appointed by the proper -county superin- 
tendent, with the consent of the State Superintendent. 

Third, That the salary of no county superintendent, or assistant county 
superintendent, shall be less than $500 per annum. 

Fourth. That the directors of any county may vote their county superin- 
tendent a larger salary than that fixed upon by law, but in all such cases the 
excess shall be deducted from the State appropriation for that county. 

The following table shows the number of schools in the diflferent counties, 
the salaries now received by the county superintendents, the salaries they 
would receive, at the rate of five dollars for each school, up to three hundred, 
and the counties in which there would be assistant superintendents, and the 
salai'ies that would be paid to them : 



Table showing salaries of County Superintendents. 



COUNTY. 



Adams , 

Allegheny . . 
Armstrong. . 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carl>on 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield. .. 

Clinton 

C^olunibia 

('rawford 

Cum l>er land 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon. 
Indiana... .... 

Jefferson 

.funiata 

Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon , 

Lehigh , 



Number of 
schools. 



157 
513 
229 
170^ 
2001 
491 
145 
367^ 
252 
2L8i 
175i 
25 
111 
199 
335 

n^ 

153 

113 

166 

3631 

195 

229 

103 

43 
300 
216& 

32 
22>> 

681 
171 
195 
229 
132 
100 
513 
142 
171 
200 



Present 
salary. 



$800 00 

2,000 00 

800 (K) 

800 00 

1,000 00 

1,250 00 

1,000 00 

1,000 00 

860 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

550 00 

1,100 00 

1,200 00 

1,200 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

800 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

700 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

400 00 

1,000 00 

800 00 

250 00 

1,200 00 

1,000 00 

600 00 

1,000 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

500 00 

1, 700 00 

800 00 

760 00 

1,000 00 



Proposed 
salary. 



$785 00 

1,500 00 

1, 145 00 

K'>2 50 

1,002 50 

1,500 00 

725 00 

1,500 00 

1,260 00 

1,092 50 

877 50 

500 00 

555 00 

950 00 

1,500 00 

8K2 50 

765 00 

565 00 

aso 00 

1,500 00 
975 00 

1, 145 00 
515 00 
500 00 

1,500 00 

1,0>2 50 
500 00 

1,130 00 
500 00 
855 00 
975 00 

1, 145 00 
660 00 
500 00 

],.500 00 
710 00 
855 00 I 

1,000 00 I 



Salary of 
Asst. f^upt. 



$1,065 00 



955 00 

• • •••••••• 

500 00 



500 00 



500 Of 



1,065 00 
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Statement — Continued. 



COUNTY. 



Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'Koan 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montj^omery 

Montour....*. 

Northampton 

Northumberland 

Perry 

Piko 

Potter 

Schuvlkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna 

Tio|?a 

Union 

Venango 

Warren , 

Washington , 

Wayne 

Westmoreland ... 

Wyoming 

York. ; 



Number of 
schools. . 



44n; 

208^! 

70^ 
264^ 

97 
125 
268 ! 

71 i 
1933 

100 I 

166 I 

51 I 

114 i 

342 

100 

194^: 

60 
272^; 

244^ 

82 j 

200J; 

168 I 
281^. 
201 
29931 
89 • 
355^1 



Present 
salary. 


Proposed 
salary. 


Salary of 
Asst. Supt. 


91,200 00 
1,500 00 


9^1, 500 00 

1,042 50 

500 50 

1,322 50 

500 00 

625 00 

1,340 00 

500 00 

968 33^ 

800 00 

830 00 

500 00 

570 00 

1,500 00 

500 00 

972 50 

500 00 

1,362 50 

1,222 50 

500 00 

1,002 50 

840 00 

1,407 50 

1,005 00 

1,499 16; 

500 00 


«707 50 


800 00 




1,200 00 




800 00 




600 00 




1.000 00 




700 00 




1.000 00 




800 00 


..•••...« ••• • 


500 00 
300 00 




600 00 

1,500 00 

500 00 


600 oii 


800 00 




600 00 
900 00 




1,000 00 

500 00 

1.000 00 






1.000 00 




800 00 




1,000 00 
800 00 




500 00 




1,500 00 


1,500 00 


500 00 



It will ])e seen, by the ta])le, that the increased expense for county super- 
intendents* salaries, required by the new plan proposed for paying them, is 
$9,468 00 ; but much the greater part of this amount is to be expended for 
the salaries of assistant superintendents, in counties where such officers are 
badly needed. Besides, if the Legislature take no action concerning the 
matter, the conventions of directors, that will meet next May, will probably 
make as large an increase in the salaries paid superintendents, as that now 
proposed. 

A school census of the children in (he State. — Our school Lwr "provides 
that the "school directors shall establish a sufficient nimiber of common 
schools for the education of every individual above the age of six and under 
twenty-one 3'ears, in their respective districts, who may apply for admission and 
instruction, either in person, or by parent, guardian, or next friend." From 
this and other similar provisions, it is evident that the design of our school 
law is to plac^ facilities of instruction within the reach of all the children, 
of proper age, in the Commonwealth. This design has been in a goo<l 
measure accomplished, and still it is believed that, in addition to the evil of 
irregular attendance, of which there is so much reason to complain, there are 
many thousand children in the State who attend no school, and who are 
growing np in extreme ignorance. 

An inquiry was set on foot, during the past year, by the board of con- 
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trollers of the city of Philadelphia, to ascertain how many children in that 
city did not attend schools of any kind, and how many of these were between 
the ages of six and twelve, twelve and fifteen, and fifteen and eighteen, re- 
spectively. The census was taken by the police, under the direction of the 
mayor, and the work was systematically and carefuU}' done. The result of 
this census was the startling fact, that out of about 150,000 cliildren, be- 
tween the ages of six and eighteen, 20,534 attended neither public nor private 
schools. Of these 20,534 children not at school, nearly 11,000 were between 
the ages of six and twelve, thus showing that they were not kept at home on 
account of domestic duties. 

The city of Pittsburg has undertaken a similar work to that so successfully 
performed by Philadelphia, and although the results have not ])cen fully as- 
certained, enough is known to warrant the conclusion that quite as large a 
proportion of children attend no school there, as in her sister city. 

From these facts, and from the state of things known to exist in many other 
places, it is estimated that there are at least 75,000 children, of school iige, 
in Pennsylvania, whose education may be said to be totally neglected. 

In addition to this, there are probably a thousand children, old enough to 
go to school, in the different alms-houses of the Connnonwealth, in ver}- few 
of which is there any provision made for their instruction. There are well 

« 

conducted schools in connection with the alms-house.s of Philadelphia and the 
county of Allegheny; the cDunties of Dauphin and Chester have recently es- 
tablished such schools, but the fact is not known if any other county has 
acted with the same regard for the welfare of its poor children. 

In view of this state of thin.ors, it is thouorht the time has come for the 
Legislature to pass an act [providing for the taking of what I have called a 
school census of the cliildivn' of the State. In case this should be done, 
blanks siiital'le for the purjxjse can easily Ik? pivpared b^' this Department; 
and perl laps the assessors of taxes in the different townships, wards and 
lioronglis, would he the i)roi.er authorities to intrust with the work. In this 
way, ii" done only at the tiuu* of making tlie tri-ennial assessment, it need not 
cost niiK-li, and it would pre [Jiire the i)iiblic mind for the legislation that must 
follow, in order to gather these ignorant,. and too often vicious, children into 
our sdiools. ]5ut cost what it may, it is a work we must i)erform. These 
neglected children must either be brought into schools, or many of them will 
find their wtxy into our llou^es of refuge, our alms-houses, or our jails and 
IKMiitentiaries. This is the soil in which the crop grew that is now housed in 
these institutions. Their statistics present conclusive evidence of the fact, 
as may be seen l)y the following statements : 

There were admitted into our houses of refuge, during the past ^ear, 53G 
children, and their average age was 14^ years. Of this number there were. — 
Of those who did not know the alphabet 57 
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Of those who knew the alphalwt only 92 

Of those who could read poorly 262 

Of those who could read well 21 

Of those who could not write 246 

Of those who could write poorly ITT 

Of those who could write tolerably 94 

Of those who could write well 19 

This tal>le tells a sad and startling story, but not more sad or startling than 
that told b}' the statistics of our alms-houses, jails and penitentiaries. 

There were in the alms-houses of forty-six counties in the year 18GT, when 
risited by the coimtj" superintendents who made the reports, 2,809 persons 
over ten years of age. Of these — 

The iiuml)er who could not read was 1,181 

The number who could read a little 1, 189 

The uuml)er who could read well 412 

The numl>er who were good scholars 70 

There were in the jails of the same numlKjr of counties, as reported by the 
the same ollicers at the same time 1,001 occupants. Of whom — 

The numl)er who could not read was 434 

The number who could read a little was 540 

The numl)er who could read well was 504 

The numl)er who were good scholars wjis 123 

There were received into the Eastern Penitentiary for the year ISOT, 291 
convicts. ^ The classification of these, l)y the oflicers of the prison, according 
to their educational relations, is as follows : 

Illiterate G2 

Read only 24 

Head and write 203 

Good education 2 

The whole numl)er of convicts received at this prison is 5,975. Of this 
number there have been — 

Of illiterate 1, 210 

Of those who could read only 1, 019 

Of those who could read and write 3, 714 

Of those well instructed 32 

In the State Penitentiaries of the States of Ohio, Missouri, Kansas and Iowa, 
for the year 1867, there were 1,339 convicts, of whom only 28 had received 
a good education. 

These facts show conclusive!}' that our dependent and criminal classes are 
composed very largely of persons entirely illiterate, and almost wholly <:f 
persons either illiterate or educated only in mechanical branches, which can 
not be expected to affect, except indirectly, the moral nature. Is the ques- 
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tion asked as to whence came these elases of ignorant men and women who 
now found in our alms-houses, jails and penitentiaries? The answer hai 
been already indicated, in the statement of the fact tliat there are tens oi 
thousands of children in the State who are receiving little or no educatioOi 
The State sets a bountiful educational table, but these children do not eat 
even of the crumbs that fall from it. 

In this connection, too, it ought to be stated that education has a mow 
marked influence upon the character or degree of crime than upon the num- 
ber of criminals. It is found that the uneducated convicts in our peniten- 
tiaries have committed, in much larger proportion than the educated, crimof 
against persons — crimes arising from unrestrained passions — gross, revo]tio| 
crimes like nmrder, manslaughter and rape. 

The following table, prepared by John S. Halloway, Esq., warden of thi 
Eastern Penitentiary, shows, of the 626 convicts then in prison, how uiony 
had attended public and private schools, how many had never gone to school, 
and the percentage of these several classes guilty of committing crimes ol 
the different grades. The table will be found to prove what has been claimecl 
above, viz : that education tends to lessen the grade of crime. Other infer 
ences of value may also be drawn from it: 
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TUB STATU NORMAL 8CIIU0I.H. 

A Hew building, designed for a Statu Xormal suliool, ie in course of erectktm 
tt Blooinaljurg, in Columbia countj-. The gentlemen who are engaged in 
|T) w n nting the v, ork will probably' make application for tjtute rt^eognitiba, 
under the law of 186T, in February nest. Such an institution is needed in 
tliL- valley of the Xortb Uranch, and, if well maiuiged, that at Bloonisbu^ 
niijit prove suci-easful. 

The comer stone of a Xonnal school building, for the Tenth district, was 
laii with appropriate ceremonies, in August lust, at California, in the county 
of Washington. Hopes arc entertained, by the parties intiTi'sted, that it 
will Ije ready for the accommodation of atudeiita by next autumn. 
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The reports received from the four State schools now in operation, show • 
that they were attended, during the past year, by 2,121 students, of whom^: 
K702 were in the Normal departments, and 419 in the model schools. The^, 
numl>er of graduates at all the schools was 7 1, all of whom declared their* 
intention to liecome teachers in the connnon schools of the State, and received j 
the State allowance of fifty dollars each. 932 students received the weekly -i 
allowance made by the State in aid of persons qualifying themselves, by \ 
special study, for the? work of teaching. The prosj^erous condition of these r 
institutions is shown by the fact that they expended $30,991 47 in improve- , 
ments, during the year, that at Millersville alone expending $17,650 92. 

The Nonnal school svstem of Pennsvlvania ditfers materially from that of 
other States, and tlie time is not far distant when its merits will be exposed : 
to an examination much more searching than any to which they have yet been 
subjected. No design is now entertained of openmg the discussion ; the time 
for that has not 3x»t come ; but a brief .statement will l)e made of a few of 
the more obvious conclusions which result from our experience, some of them 
weighing in favor of the system, and others against it. 

In favor of the system it may be said — 

1. That its aim is comprehensive. It contemplates the establishment of 
twelve schools. The four schools now in operation send out \'early about 75 
graduates, well prei)ared, and 1,000 under-graduates, partially prepared, for the 
-work of teaching. Twelve such institutions can supply the whole State de- 
mand for teachers. 

2. That it is effective in securing the establishment' of schools. In addi- 
tion to the four schools already recognized, and the two others preparing for 
recognition, such indications exist in other places as make it certain that 
within a few years the Stat« will have the full number originally contem- 
plated. 

3. That it allows room for individual growth. The State makes no at- 
tempt to fashion all the schools after the same model. It allows them, in • 
good measure, to shape themselves according to the views and peculiarities 
of those who directly control them, or of the localities in which they are es- 
tablished. 

As defects in the system, it is thought — 

1. That it was a mistake to provide that dividends might be declared on 
the stock subscribed to these institutions. Facts prove that this provision 
was not necessary to secure their establishment, and is causing, in their man- 
agement, continual irritation and trouble. It degrades a Normal school to 
put it on a basis anything like that of a joint stock company, organized to 
make money. 

2. Academical students, or students who do not desire to become teachers, 
should never have been admitted into the Normal schools. 770 of this class 
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cf students attended the Normal schools during- the past year. The}' cer- 
tainly, in many instances, crowd out those who desire to make preparation to 
teach* and the effect of their presence is to disturb the morale of the schools. 
If the practice is continued, some of our State Normal schools will soon de- 
jjenerate into mere seminaries, with teachers' classes. 

3. More authority to correct abuses in their management should be lodged 
somewhere outside of the schools. The law provides that the Superintendent 
shall api>rove the course of study adopted for the Normal schools, and the 
r^rdlations agreed upon for their government, but in case they do not niet^t 
his approval, he will look in vain for safe direction in the law in taking any 
jfurther action in the matter. The schools are required to be open to his visi- 
tations, but unless he transcends his authority, these visitations must be sim- 
ply formal. Indeed, the trustees of one of these institutions may surrender 
their entire tiiist into the hands of an individual, and he may exercise it in 
his own way, thus converting a broad public institution into a narrow pri- 
vate one, and the law provides no positive remedy. 

4. The mode of examining graduates provided in the law is defective. It 
has already given diplomas to persons who ought not to hold them, and the 
evil is likely to increase. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

In asking the Legislature tv pass amendments to the school law, the fact 
is not overlooked that much work remains to be done to render fully effec- 
tive the laws we already have on our statute books. The statistic^s presented 
show cheering signs of progress, but the educational goal for which we seek 
is still in the dim, uncertain distance. We have more than eight hundred 
thousand children enrolled in our schools, but many leas than two-thirds of 
them attend regularly, and thousands spend so little time in school as scarcely 
to be benefitted. Our average school term is less than six months in length; 
in almost lialf the counties it is less than five, thus compelling multitudes of 
our children to waste the precious years of their 3'outli in idleness, and thus 
causing to the State the loss of its talent undeveloped — a loss forever unre- 
coverable. We expend, for school puq>oses, over $0,000,000 per annum, 
and still we have nearly 2,000 school houses that are unfit for use, and not 
800 that have about them grounds properly improved. Scarcely one-half of 
our school houses are supplied with suitable furniture, and not one-sixth of 
them have sufficient apparatus to illustrate the branches tau^t. Our teach- 
ers are so poorly paid, that more than one-third of those who were teaching 
one year ago have lefl the business this year, mainly because they have 
found another avocation, not more congenial, but more remunerative. Of 
teachers now teachhig, 3,297 have attended Nonnal schools, and 9,339 have 
read works on teaching, a wonderful change within a few years, for it is but 
a few years since Nonnal schools were established, and books on teaching 
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l^ame to ordinary teachers anything more than a myth ; and still our teach- 
ing, on the whole, is a dull, mechanical process, merely entering upon the 
lirst stages of artistic development. Many can impart fairly a knowledge of 
arithmetic and grammar, but few have even yet dreamed of that higher work 
of the school room which shall one day, with its high art, fVame the charac- 
ter, mould the life, yield as its fruit a race of men and women heroic, noble, 
ridi in all the graces of which human nature is susceptible. We are making 
progress in our school affairs, facts show it, figures prove it ; but how slow 
the great car moves I School officers neglect their duties ; clergymen oflen 
pass by on the other side and let the schools suffer ; the press speaks out 
seldom and tamely ; statesmen seem almost blind to an interest more im- 
portant in this country than any other ; parents even think more of getting 
money than knowledge for their children ; communities go forward heavily*, 
clumsily, without heart ; but still the world moves, and schools move with 
it ; move U^ rather, for the mightiest of all power to-day is the power of 
(Hlucation. The radical idea that underlies a common school s^'stem like 
ours, is the elevation of the whole people. Its work is necessarily slow, for 
like the fabled Atlas it bears the whole earth upon its shoulders. Patience, 
then, friends of popular education, the struggle may be long ; courage, the 
^'ictory will be sure, for we fight for universal light and universal Hlx^rty. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent Common Schools 
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ADAMS COUNTY— Aaron Sheely. 

EDUCATIONAL PR0GBE8S. 

Consid«fable educational progress has been made'^ during the past year. 
I'his is shown in various ways: 

1. In the erection of new houses. 

2. In the increased length of the school term* 

3. In the more liberal compensation of teachers^ 

4. In the better qualification of teachers. 

^ew Houses. — Eight new houses have been erected during the year. Of 
lliis number Menallen has one, located in Bendersville, a thriving village 
in the north-western part of the county* It is a large two-story brick : 
building, admirably located, commanding a magnificent view of the sur- 
rounding country, and contains two rooms on each floor, separated by a 
hall some eight feet wide. Although the location and plan of the building 
arc unexceptionable, the material and workmanship are not what they 
should be. The lumber used was inferior in quality and not thoroughly 
seasoned. Consequently what were intended for joints in the black-boards 
and desks are no joints at all. The house is furnished with a good bell, 
and the rooms are supplied with maps, charts, mottoes, &c.,^80me were fur- 
nished at the expense of the district, and others are the property of the 
teachers. Two new brick houses were erected in this district two years ago. 
They are both model country houses, and directors of other districts^ who- 
contemplate building, would do well to visit them^ Cost about $900 each. 

The directors of Butler put up two new brick houses ti^ "^ast year. 
Both are pleasantly located, are sufficiently large and commov. jus, are 
suitably furnished with maps and black-boards,. and aoe an ornament and 
1 School Rbk 
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credit to the district. Size 30 by 32 feet. Ceiling 9 feet, which is too low 
by at least two feet. This i« a great defect, and much to be deplored ; but 
the directors did not see it in time to remedy it. Cost $900 each. This 
district is now fully supplied with good houses and furniture, and the peo- 
ple may justly feel proud of the fact. It is hoped that, in view of the lib- 
erality of the State, the progressive people of this district will next exert 
themselves to increase their school term, and raise the wages of teachers, 
so as to enable them to secure the best teaching talent in the country. 

Huntington erected a fine frame house, and established a new school that 
was much needed. The furniture, however, is of poor material and badly 
put together. 

Two new frame houses were put up in Tyrone, but as they were not com- 
pleted when I visited them, February 4, I will report as to the condition 
in which I found them, hoping I may be able to report more favorably next 
year. Work on them was conmienced so late in the season that it was im- 
ix)ssible to finish them. Consequently they had to be used in their unfin- 
ished condition, with one coat of plaster, but no whitewash on the walls ; 
with no furniture except the rudest and most temporary, and that had to 
be contrived and put In place by teachers and pupils. The black-boards, 
two in each house, are made of very knotty pine boards, poorly painted, 
and entirely too small. Windows very small, having twelve panes of glass 
each, only 8 by 10 inches in size. The poorest and cheapest lumber has 
been used in these houses, much of it being sap-wood and wind-shaken. 
The stoves in both are very much dilapidated. The one is profusely coated 
with lime to keep it from smoking, giving it an unique appearance. The 
pipe is rusty, battered and broken. The half-dried walls are good condens- 
ers, but are not so good for the health and comfort of the poor unfortu- 
nates whoso hard lot it is to occupy these miserable places. The exteriors 
and surroundings of these houses are in perfect keeping with the internal 
arrangement. All is chaos and confusion, worse confounded, on the out- 
side. Logs, hewn and unhewn, tree-tops, stones, large and small, mortar 
and mortar-beds, and lumber and lumber-scraps of all kinds, are here 
found in one confused mass. And these are school houses I These are the 
places where many of the youth, the future sovereigns of this country, will 
receive their education, and where they will of necessity receive their first 
lessons in propriety, order and taste. It is proper to state that the build- 
ers received only $650 apiece for these houses, a sum entirely inadequate. 
It is the old story of penny wise and pound foolish, and is the poorest 
kind of economy. I have called particular attention to these houses, so 
that others may not make the same mistake. 

The directors of a number of districts lengthened the school term, and 
promise to increase still more next year. Public opinion is also becoming 
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fATWaWe to longer terms. I feel certain that In a few years the average 
term will be six months. 

It affords me pleasure to report that the wages of teachers have been 
raised about eight per cent, during the year, and that altogether in the rural 
districts. This is not much, to be sure, but it is a move in the right direc- 
tion. 

It is becoming apparent to employers that teachers cannot afford to 
leach at old prices, while all other kinds of labor, as well as the cost of liv- 
ing, are more than twice as great as before the war. 

It is becoming evident that, to retain our best and most successful teach- 
ers, we must gray them at least approximately what their services would 
command elsewhere. It is always a source of pain to me to see good teach- 
ers quit the profession or leave the county, merely because they can do bet- 
ter otherwise and elsewhere. We need the services of all the good teach- 
ers we have, and cannot afford to lose any. 

It w gratifying to note the efforts put forth by many teachers for pro- 
fessional improvement. A complete and happy revolution is taking place 
heie in this respect. Not a few who were heretofore entirely satisfied with 
their limited attainments, are beginning to realize the fact that ''there are 
many things in heaven and earth not dreamed of in their philosophy." 
There are those who have taught half-a-dozen terms, but who have at length 
become impressed with a knowledge of their deficiencies, and have made 
up their minds to better qualif^r themselves for their work, at whatever 
cost. Some are trying hard to accomplish this desirable object by private 
study, while others are attending schools of (different kinds. Good books 
•on general subjects are getting to be in demand among teachers. The true 
teacher first strives to discipline and cultivate his mind, and then endea- 
vors 'to gain a large and varied fund of general information. Some one has 
said the teacher should be like a fountain, constantly gushing forth streams 
of knowledge. Prom present appearances we will not long be troubled 
with empirics and pedants in the profession, certainly not if directors and 
the public do their duty towar<J faithful teachers. The time is not far dis- 
tant when the puWic will expect every teacher to be professionally in- 
structed and trained. 

EDCOATIONAL WORK DONE Bt SUPSRINTENDENT. 

ExamincUions. — A public examination was held in every district but two, 
«nd those I was unable to reach by reason of heavy rains and high water. 
The wages being for the most part low, teachers were scarce. Conse- 
^luently the classes were generally small. Private examinations were 
finuch more frequent than was agreeable. Many failed to attend the public 
exumnatlo&fl merely because they preferred to be examined privately. 
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This cannot longer be^ Hereafter, all applicants who fail to att^d the 
regalar examinations will be required to attend one of the special public ex^ 
aminations to be held from time to time. 

Visitations. — The schools were all visited once, and a few a second time. 
A few were not in session when I yisited in tho»e localities, and one I was' 
unable to reach on acoount of snow-drifts. I frequently spent half a day 
in a school, but the average time was only about two hours, of which fif ^ 
taen minutes were usually spent in addressing the schooL 

This matter of visiting one hundred and sixty to one hundred and sev^ 
esnty schools during the severest a£Nl most indement season of the year i» 
all very nice in theory, but those who have had a trial of it know that it 
isn't half so easy in practice. The trials and hardships of the conscien^ 
tious and faithful County Superintendent, who spends his winters in visit** 
ing schools, as: by law required, are known to few outside of the fraternity. 
To turn out on a visiting tour when the mercury is down to zero, and when 
iron and steel are frosted and as brittle as glass ; to go some distance over 
a shockingly rough road and break both springs of your sulky ,^ and, alter 
propping your machine up as well as you can, and going a short distance 
further, suddenly come to a dead halt on mother earth between a brokei> 
axle and a fugitive wheel ; to get cursed and abused by an ignorant,^ boor^ 
ish, ill-natured director for doing all that is in the power* of any human 
being to do ; to get caught in a violent snow-storm that finally turns to 
rain and soaks you to the skin ; to come borne late on a Friday night 
through a north-wester so piercing cold as to literally freeze the very mar-^ 
row in your bones ; to find yourself so completely overcome by cold on 
reaching home that you can't put up your horse until you've been thawed }> 
and to find on your table a letter from a man who professes to take a deep* 
interest in education, requesting you forthwith to visit **our school and lee* 
ture the teacher because he gives two* short recesses a day, and sings twice 
a day with his scholars*" — all these are negative rather than positive charms^ 
But there is a bright side to the picture. The hearty shake of the hand, 
the pleasant smile, the numerous acts of kindness and hospitality, the many 
words of comfort and encouragement, and the hearty co-operation of the 
true friends of the cause, these are redeeming features, and give one hope 
acd courage to persevere. 

An educational agency which I must not forget to mention is the Get- 
tysburg Normal Institute, established April 2, 1867. The object of the 
school is to prepare young men and women for the business of teaching, 
and to aid in elevating and popularizing the profession^ Three sessions 
have already been held with the most flattering sue eess. 

The scheol is pleasantly located, is well supplied with the best of furni- 
ture, apparatus, maps, globes, charts, in short all that is needed in a first-^ 



ALLEGHENY COUNTY- 5 

cImb school, and no efforts are spared to make it in every way what it 
should be. The school was at first an experiment, has proved a s access, 
snd with proper management can be made a permanent institution. Other 
counties of this Commonwealth have their Normal schools and institutes, 
and the county thaft boasts the greatest battle-field in the world, the most 
celebrated springs in the State, and a college equal to the best in the land, 
will not be behind in this respect. In all about 100 yonng ladies and gen- 
tlemen have attended its sessions, many of whom will return. There seems 
to exist a generous rivalry among them as to who shall succeed best in 
teaching. The fall term will open August 10. 

The County IitstUuie met at Xew Oxford, November 25, and continued 
in session five days. The attendance was by far the largest ever had in 
the county, some 1% teachers answering to their names. 

The teachers almost zmanimously expressed themselves highly pleased 
with the meeting, and I have reason to know that much good was dohe. 

The sessions were largely attended by the eitizenSi who seemed to take 
much interest in the exercises. 

The ladies were all gratuitously entertained in private &milies, and the 
^ntlemen were accommodated at the hotels at greatly reduced rates. The 
hospitality of the Oxfordians is proverbial, and their kindness will ever be 
remembered by all who attended the last institute. Lectures and addresses 
were delivered, and instruction given by Rev. Dr. Brown, Dr. Pfeiffer, Prolis. 
Wickersham, Erehart and Jack, Hon. S. E. Boyd^ Mr. Gobnm and Mr. A. 
S. Manson. 

The next institute will be held in Gettysburg during the second week in 
November. 

In conclusion^ I beg leave to return to directors, teachers and others, my 
most smcere thanks for the many acts of kindness, courtesy and good will 
shown me on all occasions. 
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EDUCATIONAL PBOQRESS. 

Having in my previous reports for the past years given a ftill and some- 
what detailed account of the condition, progress and operations of the 
schools of the county, it is deemed unnecessary at this time to do more 
than note a few evidences of continued progress. 

School Houses. — Twenty-one new houses have been built, and one re- 
modelled during the year. Those districts which have built new houses this 
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year are as follows, viz ; Foortk ward, Alle^gbenj city, one; East Birmfngr- 
ham, one; Baldwin, one; Collins, one; Chartiers, one; Hizabeth, two ^ 
Fawn, one; Findley, one; South Fayette, one; Marshall, one; Mifflin, one; 
Liberty, one; Jefferson, one; Scott, one; Versailles, one; Lower St. Clair,, 
one; Wilkins, one; Pine, one; Pkt, one; Pittsburg, (Seventh ward,) one; 
Tarentum, one, remodelled with two new rooms. The aggregate 90st of the 
twenty-one houses, including lots and furniture, is a little over $235,000. 

While it is gratifying to^ report all of these aa good, and very good, 
houses, there are some of them which deserve special mention, yia: 

The Fourth wardy Allegheny city, one first class brick building with 
eleven school rooms, and a spacious hall seventy-five by forty-five feet, all 
finished and furnished in the most modern style, at a cost of $62,000. 
Seventh ward, Pittsburg, one, a moiit excellent brick house with twent}^ 
school rooms, and a large hall sixty-five by fifty-four feet. This house wiU 
accommodate about fifteen hundred children, and when completed will be 
the model house of the city, and will cost $75,000. East Birmingham, one, 
a first class brick house with eleven school rooms and good hall. This house 
is finished and furnished in first class style, and cost, including lot,, arbout 
$60,500. Tarentum, one. The alteration of this house, with the two new 
rooms, Slakes a very essential change in the school building, and entitles it 
to be classed as a first class house. The remodeling of the house cost about 
$12,000, and it is now admirably ad^ted to the grading of the schools, thus> 
enabling the directors to organize the school under the care of a principal, 
and ftimishes ample accommodation for many more pupils, as well as secuves 
better graduation, classification and more efficient instruction. Chartiers, 
one, first <dass brick house, with four rooms finished and furnished after liie 
most approved. style. Scott, one, first class frame house with six rooms, 
two finished and furnished in number-one style. Collins, Elizabeth, Jeffer- 
son and Fawn, have each a double frame house, well adapted for the grad- 
ing of the schools of their respective districts. 

Frojn this report of what has been done in the way of building and ftir- 
nishing new houses during the past year, it may be inlerred that a complex 
transformation is now going on in our county in this respect. Large and 
costly edifices are being erected within sight of nearly every femily in the 
county. Certainly the school directors are doing a noble work. The next 
year will doubtless witness equal, if not greater, changes in the work 
of education or improvem^it in the way of school houses. There can be 
no stand still. The greatly increased interest in common schools, and the 
constant demand for more ample accommodations, will compel boards of 
directors to double their efforts each succeeding year. 

Female EduccUion ^Although they are being educated for a very different 

sphere of life, yet it is found that they now constitute a large and very im- 
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portant part of the teaching force of our county, and hence their education 
becomes a matter of the utmost importance. The circle of their operations 
may be circumscribed by the domestic relations, nevertheless their influence 
for evil or good is but little less than that of the other sex. They are for- 
bidden by the laws of propriety from entering upon the arena of public 
action ; they forbid their mingling in the strifes that are incident to its ex- 
tK>sed condition ; but in the quiet walks of home life, at the fire-side, and in 
the school room, they begin the formation of the character of the future 
man that is to tell for weal or woe through all coming time. It is in the 
family circle and the school room that they mould the incipient mind, and 
imbue it with the principles that are exhibited in the deeds of after life, and 
determine its distinctive characteristics, nay more, the destiny of the in- 
dividual, and the effect of his influence and actions on society. If it be 
true, then, that our lady teachers are thus engaged, certainly, then, the pre- 
paration of such educational agencies becomes a work of the utmost im- 
portance, that the obligations resting upon them may be discharged in such 
a way as to redown to the best interest of the community. We feel that 
the right training of the teachers is a work that demands the profound con- 
sideration, the closest watchfulness and the application of the most earnest 
laborers in the fleld of education. 

Normal School, — The next and most important step in the progress of 
our system of education is the establishment of a Normal school. What 
is most needed in the perfection of our educational agencies is the educated 
and trained teacher. Without the professional teacher no system of public 
instruction will ever reach its full measure of usefulness. I hesitate not 
to commend to our citizens the necessity of establishing a State Normal 
school where our teachers may not only be trained ii^ the branches to be 
taught, but in the most approved methods of government, and in impart- 
ing instruction in the various branches now required to be taught in our 
schools. 

District Institutes, — Ten district institutes were held, which were at- 
tended by nearly all the teachers of the respective districts. The beneficial 
effects of these institutes were of such a character as to satisfy every ob- 
server of the educational movement, that all that is necessary to make these 
meetings next to indispensable as means for creating a wholesome public 
sentiment, is energy upon the part of those who conduct them. 

County Institute. — The Coiintv institute held in Pittsburg, commencing 
its session on March 30, and ending April 3, was perhaps the largest edu- 
cational meeting ever held in this county. Six hundred and four teachers 
were enrolled during the session. Lectures were delivered on various sub- 
jects during the meeting by prominent educators, as well as by many of 
our most prominent ministers, viz : Rev. J. McMillan, subject, ^^ Relation 
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of the Pulpit to Common Schools." Rev. T. Sprooll, D. D., subject, "How^ 
should the Education of Youth be conducted so as to accomplish its o1> 
ject." Rev. J. Newell, subject, "Reading." Rev. T. K. Beecher, of El- 
mira, N. Y., subject, "A Search for Summer," and various other sub- 
jects during the session of the institute. Rev. J. J. Spear, subject, " The 
School-master." Rev. Robert McMillan, New Castle, Pa.i subject, "The 
Mud-sill principle of all right teaching." Rev. J. C. Steel, subject, "Truth." 
J. F. White, Esq., subject, "Astronomy." Rev. J. King, subject, "School 
Government and the best means for securing it." Rev. W. T. Wiley, sub- 
ject, "God as seen in the School room." Rev. 8. F. Scoval, subject, "The 
beautiful," and, also, by Hon. C. R. Cobum, of the School Department, 
Harrisburg, and the County Superintendent. 

Graded Schools. — ^Wherever the schools can be graded, increased inter- 
est has been taken in them ; it economizes time and enables the teacher to 
secure a thorough classification, and to render much more efiScient instruc- 
tion to a much larger number of pupils. Still another advantage, which 
must be apparent to any person who has watched the progress of our schools, 
is that the order and discipline, as a general thing, is much better, and is 
brought about, and sustained by much milder means ; hence, we commend 
to the directors, in every instance, wherever in the re-modelling of old or 
the erection of new houses, that special regard should be had to the grad- 
ing of the schools. 

Conclusion. — In concluding this report, it gives me pleasure to state* 
that our system of public instruction is, as a general thing, working effi- 
ciently and steadily, accomplishing the end for which it was established. 
It is not only making progress mentally, but morally, and our schools are 
evidently ascending in the scale of usefulness. With few exceptions they 
will compare favorably[with'any in the State. If we omit these exceptions 
we can justly claim the merit of a good degree of success in training the,^ 
youth of our. country, as far as schools can perform such work, for their 
position as good citizens of a ftee government. What is most needed for 
the fM measure of our success is, the thoroughly-trained teacher, complete 
co-operation upon the part of parents, school officers and all the fiends of 
public schools, to have them second to none in the State, 
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ARMSTRONG COUNTY.— J. A. Riichey. 

I. BDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

The year just ended has not passed without the continuance of gradual 
progress in school affairs. The interest of the public in the common schools 
seems to be increasing. 

1. The houses recently built are much superior in convenience, comfort 
and general adaptation to those of a former date. Yet there are many de- 
fects, which might have been prevented by a due appreciation of the influ- 
ence upon the scholars exerted by the silent lessons the house itself teaches. 
Many new houses are needed. The neglect of .providing proper out-build- 
iDgs is deplorable. If pointing the finger of shame will not avail, further 
axgument would be useless. The directors cannot be complimented, except 
in one or two instances, on the selection of school grounds. It is not known 
that any progress has been made in improving or ornamenting play grounds. 

2. All the articles of fumi'iure desirable in every school room are per- 
haps not found in any. In too many it is altogether unsuitable, or posi. 
tively injurious. With the old houses the worst kinds are disappearing. 

3. During the past year and the preceding more apparatus has been in- 
troduced than ever before. There are only 26 houses, these having black- 
boards, destitute of other apparatus. 

4. The teachers manifest increasing interest in their profession. They 
strive to acquire better scholarship and more general knowledge. They 
read more works on the science of educating, and understand the theory' of 
teaching better. Improved methods of teaching are intioduced and suc- 
cessfully practiced. Directors remarked to me, last winter, that their 
schools were 25 per cent, better than they were the preceding term. It is 
with much satisfaction that we are able to report a beginning made— -re. 
oently, for the most part — in teaching vocal music ; declamation ; hygienC) 
with the practice of school gymnastics ; drawing ; familiar science ; in the 
use of a small work on the elements of moral science ; U. S. history ; and in 
imparting some knowledge of the machinery of our peculiar system of gov- 
ernment, as: the time and manner of election, length of term, names, duties, 
salaries of our different township, oounty. State and national officers. 

5. In several districts the wages were much higher than before. Highest 
wages $75 per month. None of our teachers have attended a State Normal 
school. 

6. Efforts were made, not without encouraging success, to resuscitate the 
district institute. There were about three times as many of these as before. 
A rule that teachers who cannot make the township institute profitable, are 
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incompetent ; and that those who can, but do not, are negligent, would not 
be far wrong. 

7. There was a time in the history of the common school system in this 
county, when graded schools might have been established with much more 
facility than at the present. Then, the wants of the people were beginning 
to require a higher degree of instruction. But, unfortunate!}', the system 
was not sufficiently developed to supply those wants ; nor does it seem at 
all evident that its capabilities were well understood. For, failing to see 
that it could rapidly and easily be made adequate to the existing demands, 
they had recourse to the establishing of select schools and academies. 
These are popular, and deserve liberal patronage. Any attempt now made 
to divert the current of public opinion from them would certainly bo un- 
wise. Yet it is quite obvious that they have attracted, and continue to re- 
tain, much attention and support that might once have been successfully 
and appropriately directed to grading and elevating the public schools. 
Much unreasonable opposition is met, and it is expected the process of 
grading the schools will be slow. Yet the subject is being agitated in a 
number of districts, where a large per cent, of the taxes is annually thrown 
awa}'', because the schools are not graded, and the advocates of the plan 
are not without encouragement in their expectations of final success. 

II. WORK DONE BY COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

1. Examinations were held, in accordance with the established custom here, 
in all the districts, except a very few, (boroughs or independent,) situated 
at a distance not so great as to be inconvenient from other places for which 
appointments have usually been made. In publishing the examinatiolis, 
the legal necessity, as well as the propriety of elevating the standard of 
teachers' qualifications, were recognized. And some intimation was given 
of the attainments consequently requisite to obtaina certificate. The re- 
sult was, that many who were conscious of deficiency, did the best they 
could, and wisely postponed applying till they could come better prepared. 
And from many who did apply, certificates for the present had to be with- 
held, the hope of better success in the future always being held out to tboee 
who would persevere in fitting themselves for the position to which they 
aspired. Four special examinations were held ; and after the general oona- 
mencement of the schools four teachers were, at different times, examined 
privately. Had this not been done, the schools taught by the latter could 
not have opened till others had closed. As it was, two schools in succes- 
sion were taught by one teacher. And four, for reasons deemed sufficient 
by the directors, were not open during the year. The whole number of cer- 
tificates issued was Jiust equal to the whole number of schools open. The 
scarcity of teachers, although attended with temporary inconvenience, has 
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already been productive of good results, and it is believed its coBtinuance 
viU prove still more beneficial. At many of the examinations respectable 
and attentive audiences were present. Average grade of certificate, two and 
one-tenth. Number of Professional certificates issued, five. Whole number 
of Professional now valid, nine. 

2. Visiting, from the first till the last day of the term, at the rate of three 
schools a day, and remaining, on a fair average, one-and-one-half hours — 
the average time last term — ^in each school, only three or four days are left 
for going to and returning from distant schools, and for returning to those 
not in session the first tour. Little if any time is left to attend institutes, 
for the Saturdays, all, or nearly all, must be devoted to other business per- 
taining to the ofiSce. If any time is lost by sickness, or business not ofiS- 
cial, or roads almost or altogether impassable, or weather too inclement to 
travel, all the schools can not be reached. More visits would have been 
made last term had it not been that very few reports of the employment of 
teachers were received in time — some were not received at all — to be of any 
use in arranging programme for visitation. Directors were, in this failure, 
partly excusable, because they could not secure enough teachers to open all 
the schools in the district at one time, and they waited till they could make 
full reports. 

3. The County institute was more successful than its best friends, owing 
to adverse circumstances, anticipated. Competent and reliable judges pro- 
nounced it the largest and best educational meeting ever held in the count}\ 
The tenchers, very few of whom had ever attended a county institute, de- 
serve much credit for sustaining their profession as thej'^ did. Many and 
sincere thanks to the citizens of Kittanning, who rendered much assistance. 
This meeting will stand as a favorable introduction to others which we hop» 
to make still better and more profitable. 

III. WORK DONE BT OTU£R AO£NCIE8w 

1. The educational institutions in this county, besides the 330 common 
schools, including 1 colored school, are: about 75 subscription schools; 
about 8 select schools ; 6 academies ; 1 soldiers' orphans school ; and 1 uni- 
versity. 

2. Snbscriiition schools are taught in the public school houses from three 
to five months in the summer. Manj- children under the legal age are sent 
to them. The teachers are often incompetent, or negligent. A few of this 
class of schools do good ; but the pupils who come from a large number of 
them to the common schools, show the eyil effects of bad governing and 
worse teaching. » 

3. Select schools here may be classed as one grade lower than academies. 
They differ from them generally in being open but one session in the year; 
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n being less permanent ; in being exclusiyely under the control of the 
teacher ; and in having a list of studies somewhat lower. They are usually 
found in small towns and good neighborhoods, where the public schools do 
not afford as good an education as they should. 

4. Academies, together with select schools, are very valuable agencies 
in imparting to the teachers a much higher degree of scholarship than could 
in their absence be expected. About two-thirds of our teachers attend 
them. The professed and legitimate object of the academies is to make 
scholars, not teachers. It is not surprising then if their students have to 
learn sometimes by the sad experience of failure— especially in school man* 
agement — ^that common schools can not be transfomied into miniature 
academies. 

5. The ministry as a body is favorable to the cause, but not many educa- 
tional sermons are preached, and very few schools are visited by its mem- 
bers. The press is accommodating, and lends its influence in the publica* 
tion of notices, minutes, reports and other communications. 

IV. OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OP IMPROVEMENT. 

1. If there are any in our county who come out openly, and boldly op- 
pose the schools, they must be very few, and have little influence. Their 
undesirable acquaintance has not been made. It must be admitted there is 
some covert and indirect opposition, and some arising from lamentable 
ignorance of the school law and the system it governs. Then there are a 
few of that aristocratic class who always have been, and doubtless always 
will be, opponents of common schools. 

2. A very large majority of the people, the teachers and the directors 
themselves, continue to be strongly in favor of some change for the better 
in the law respecting the school directory. The people and teachers com- 
plain that the very important duties of this most important agency in the 
system may be neglected, and that removal from office is no adequate reme- 
dy in such cases. Directors say, we have to lose too much time without 
pay. 

. 3. The local supervision of the schools is defective. 

4. The minimum term is too short. Instead of saving, we are actually 
losing by it. ^ 

Y. MEASURES TO PROMOTE IMPR0YE31ENT. 

1. It is evident that the efficiency of the schools must depend mainly on 
local effort, and that the law-making power can no more legislate good di- 
rectors into office than good schools into existence. Still it is the popular 
opinion here that if the number of directors was reduced to three, these 
paid, sworn and made responsible like other officers, better men would be 
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elected « Especially is it urged that they should be made m6re fespdnsible 
than they now are. 

2. A local superintendent is needed. He should be a practical teacher^ 
chosen by the directors, should rdiete them of the duty of yisitation and 
iBsist them in other duties* 

3. But perhaps no other change would be so beneficial as an extension 
of the minimum term. If this is left to the directors it will not 80on be 
ttneh longer than it now is. And, in connection with this^ if we can not 
have taxation equalized throughout the State, so as to have a longer tfinn^ 
without oppressing those who are already heavily taxed, let the State ap' 
propriation be so increased, and so distributed as to approximate, in soma 
degree, to the tsame thing. Without more money and a longer term, the 
question, Are not our schools about as good as the people are able to afford? 
will not be without significance; with them, we oan soon have better teach« 
ere and better schools. 



BEAVER COtTNTY.— James WhithAM, 

I'he following report, thotigh meagre^ is as ftlU as, under the circumstances^ 
can be given, coming into office as I did, late in the season, and with' 
out experience in tlid work to be performed. Since my appointment I have 
been laboring to take an inside View of the working of the schools of Bea^ 
ver county, and such facts as I have been able to procure are respectfully 
labmitted. 

iDUGATlONAL PftOdBSSd« 

We have a number of good teachers, well qualifled for the position they 
occupy, and who ' always teach successfVilly. Many of our teachers are 
young and inexperienced, yet most of these manifest g06d teaching talent^ 
and give general satisfaction. We had but few total failures ; still, we are 
not prepared to say how rapidly education has progressed during the past 
year; but, as viewed fh>m our present stand-point, it will be some time yet 
before we reap a full harvest of good results, flowing from a perfected sys- 
tem of education by common schools* However, taking our county as a 
whole, we have evidence* of progress. Some districts have done very well, 
while others have accomplished nothing worthy of notice. Some, by their 
works, show that the spirit of education is aliVe and flourishing^ while 
others, judging from dilapidated school rooms^ unsuitable and in some in- 
stancy injurious furniture, and froai the entire neglect of every thing in 
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and around the school room, pertaining to the convenience, comfort and 
welfare of pupils, give evidence that the spirit of educational progress if 
not entirely departed, has at best but a sickly existence in a cold and bar* 
ren soil. 

Two good houses were built, one in Hanover district, the other in Green, 
They were well furnished with black-boards and good box-desks. The sites 
are good, being in pleasant and healthful locations, but the play grounds 
are insufUcient. When choosing sites for school houses, directors should 
see that a suflicient amount of ground be procured in connection with each^ 
to give pupils ample room for healthful exercise, without having to occupy 
the public road for this purpose. 

Several districts are preparing to build one house each, the coming year. 
And the school directors of Marion have made arrangements for supplying 
all their school rooms with new and suitable furniture. Thirty schools 
were supplied with Holbrookes globes, but in many instances they were suf- 
fered to remain unused ; teachers pleading a want of knowledge, on their 
part, to use them to advantage. This is one reason, and perhaps the prin- 
cipal one, why so many of our houses are unsupplied with apparatus. Pa- 
rents do not see any advantage accruing from the expenditure of money 
for costly articles that are unused by teachers, and soon broken to pieces 
by mischievous pupils, consequently they are not willing to be taxed for 
them. This objection, I trust, will soon disappear. Many of our teachers 
are earnestly seeking for the most approved methods of teaching, and will 
soon learn what use to make of apparatus. Therefore, directors are war- 
ranted in having their school rooms supplied even a little in advance of 
public sentiment. The establishment of a Normal school, in the district 
composed of the counties of Allegheny, Butler and Beaver, is being agi- 
tated. Schools for the special training of teachers are felt and acknow- 
ledged to be a necessity, by all who ardently desire to see the common school 
system accomplish the, great object for which it was established — to impart 
a sound and liberal education to the children of the State, so that her future 
citizens may, also, be good, intelligent men and women. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

The public examinations for the fall and winter term were held by my 
predecessor, (Mr. Reed,) before I came into office. I cannot tell how many 
applicants were examined. Not enough, it appears, to supply the demand. 
Teachers were scarce, and in some districts it was very difficult to obtain 
them; consequently was obliged to examine eighteen privately. During 
the month of April held ten public examinations, at which forty-one ap- 
plicants were examined. Thirty-five of these received certificates. One 
hundred and sixty-seven visits were made, averaging one hour and thirty 
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minutes each^ Teachers generally were found laboring with commendable ^ 
zeal to discharge their duties faithfully. 

I was frequently accompanied by directors and citizens, but in many 
instances failed to meet either in the school room, owing to the fact that I 
was not acquainted with directors and had not time to visit them, and 
parents were not informed of the time of visiting. 

The County institute was held at Beaver. It commenced on the 9th of 
November and continued in session five days. Over eighty teachers of the 
county were in attendance, and a large number of citizens favored us with 
their presence. This was felt by all to be a pleasant and profitable meet- 
ing, and I presume it had a salutary influence upon our schools. Teachers 
returned to their respective fields of labor with many new and valuable 
ideas, that, in several instances, induced them to modifv their ^^ modus op- 
erandi of the school room," and thereby did much to promote the efli- 
cienoy of their schools. 

SDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BT OTHER AQENOIES. 

The seminaries of Beaver, North Sewickley academy, Darlington aca- 
demy, and select schools in other parts of the county, have aided very ma^ 
terially in promoting the cause of education, by furnishing teachers for our 
schools. 

Our Union scHools are doing a good work. Some very excellent teach- 
ers have been educated in them. A few of our teachers have attended the 
North Western Normal school at Edinboro', for one or more terms. These, 
in general, are living examples of the great benefit such schools are to the 
edacational cause, and furnish an irrefragable argument in favor of estab- 
lishing a Normal school in each Normal school district. 

There are many liberal-minded, intelligent school directors who realize 
the importance of education, and who are willing to use all the means in 
their power to promote the efficiency of our schools. The services of such 
men cannot be too highly appreciated. They constitute the " right arm" 
of the system. 

The county papers have aided us by publishing our calls for institutes, 
public examinations, &o., and the editor of the Beaver Argus has very 
kindly consented to have an educational column opened in that paper. This 
column, under the management of its present able and accomplished editor, 
(Prof. G. L. Eberhart,) cannot fail to do much towards awakening thought, 
especially among teachers throughout the county. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OP IMPROVEMENT. 

Inadequate compensation of teachers, inexperienced and incompetent 
teachers, incompetent and inefficient school directors, and want of minis 
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terial Slid and co-operation, Were naibed by Mr. Reed, in his last repoi*t, ftS 
obstacles in the way of imptovement. These still stand, as barriers to 
progress. Every year some of our most experieticed teachers leave the 
profession, to engage in other callings, in which their services are better re' 
munerated. The result is, that inexperienced and sometimes incotnpetent 
teachers take their place, to the great detriment, alike, to both the school 
system and the pupils, whom this system was designed to benefit* And 
theae things will continue to exert a baneful influence upon our schools, as 
long as we have directoris chosen from A utilitarian class of men^ who ase 
incapable of measuring ueefulnees by any other standard than that of dd^ 
lars and cents. 

The ministry, We are sorry to say, too generally stands aloof f^om our 
schools. There are some noble exceptions— some warm hearted friends of 
the common schools among the ministerial ranks, but the majority of them 
appear to look uf>on our schools — the places where impressions are being 
made, that will continue to exert an influence for weal or woe, throughout 
an endless eternity — as lying outside of the circle circumscribing theii* 
sphere of duties^ and, occasionally the friends of education are pained to 
hear denunciations thundered against our schools from the sacred desk* 
" Brethren^ these things ought not so to be." 

Bad houses, short terms of school, and irregularity of attendance, do 
very much against the progress of education. In mftny schools the aver- 
age attendance does not exceed fifty or sixty per cent., and this will neces-" 
sarily be the case, until houses are furnished that will protect children from 
the inclemency of the weather. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PBOMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

Owing to the various conditions and circumstances of people, in different 
parts of the State, it is difficult to suggest measures that would be really 
promotive of improvement— -that would be alike beneficial to all. How* 
ever, in this county, the patrons of our schools are favorable, and, in many 
instances, anxious to have the minimum school term increased to at least 
six months. It is also believed, that if the number of school directors was 
reduced to three^ and these allowed a reasonable compensation for their ser- 
vices, more work would be done, and better results obtained^ than is the 
case under the present system^ 
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BEDFORD COUNTY.— H. W. Fisher. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

A careful examination of the facts, given in the following report, will 
show that the common schools of our county have, in many respects, made 
ronsiderable progress daring the past year. This will be particularly 
noticeable in the number and kind of houses built; in the care exercised in 
the selection of sites for the same ; in the number of schools furnished with 
apparatus; increase of salary paid to teachers; number of teachers who 
attended county and district institutes; better qualifications of teachers, 
and increase of interest on the part of the public. The system is a power 
that is slowly, but surely, overcoming its enemies here, as well as else- 
where. Public opinion is fast becoming educated to the fact, that on the 
success of these schools depend the strength and glory of our Common- 
wealth. It is true, that here and there we still find a croaker, ^^ making a 
hoarse noise," because "the light is breaking;" but the great majority of 
the people are warmly attached to the schools, and are giving freely and 
liberally of their moneys toward their support. 

Graded Schools. — Little change has been made in these. Bedford and 
Woodbury boroughs have added two additional teachers, and Rainsburg 
has separated her pupils into two classes, according to age and progress. 
There are now four graded schools, employing thirteen teachers. Several 
other districts are preparing to grade one or more of their schools during 
the coming year. Each year more fully shows the superior advantages 
these schools afibrd their pupils, and we would again urge their speedy 
adoption at Pleasantville, St. Clairsville, Saxton and Stonerstown. At 
these points they are indispensable to the success of the schools. 

Houses and Grounds. — Twelve new houses — eight more than last year — 
were built. One in Bedford ; one in Colerain ; two in Cumberland Valley ; 
one in Harrison ; one in Hopewell ; one in Monroe ; one in St. Clair ; three 
in Southampton, and one in Middle Woodbury. In nearly every instance 
particular attention was paid to "location" in building the above houses. 
Directors, availing themselves of the power given them by the late supple- 
ment to the school law, procured eligible sites, with a sufiicient amount of 
grounds, and had the same properly deeded to the respective boards. This 
plain duty has been greatly neglected heretofore. A great many of the 
school houses in the county stand upon grounds to which the districts have 
no manner of title. The houses built in Bedford, Cumberland Valley, Har- 
rison and Middle Woodbury, deserve special notice* They have been built 
^th a view to the future, as well as to the present wants of the districts, 
2 SoHOOL Rep. 
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and are, in respect to size and general arrangement, among the best in the 
county. The Woodbury house is a model. The spirit manifested by the 
boards of Cumberland Yalley and Southampton is especially commenda- 
ble. They built five new houses during the past year ; have sold out fiv-c 
more to be erected during the present summer, and are taking initiatory 
steps toward re-placing all the "old log" with good houses. While we 
speak well of these, we cannot but condemn the carelessness and short- 
sighted policy shown in building the house in Colerain. The whole build- 
ing, together with the furniture, is a total failure. Think of it, doors 
planed on the one side, rough on the other ; benches and desks that fall to 
pieces after three weeks using^ and windows fastened so that they cannot 
he lowered I The directors should never have taken the job off the build- 
er's hands. In Napier, Schellsburg, Monroe and Union, arrangements 
have been made to build new houses during the coming year. We look for 
some model buildings here. Thus we see that while a few townships are 
still willing to continue to occupy miserable log houses, in the majority — 
where new houses are needed — as may be seen by referring to " Statistical 
Report,^' they are making the proper efibrt to improve. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — With new houses comes improved furniture. 
Two of the rooms in the graded schools of Bedford, together with all the 
new houses, save one, were supplied with good furniture. That put into 
the second grammar school, Bedford is the best in the county. One hun- 
dred and twelve schools were supplied with Pierce's Magnetic Globes, at a 
cost of about $1,800. These were purchased for the schools of Bedford, 
Broad Top, Coledale, Londonderry, Liberty, Harrison, Napier, Middle 
Woodbury, Monroe, South Woodbury, Southampton, St. Clair, Saxton and 
West Providence. Sixty schools were supplied with Primary Charts. 
There are now only six schools in the county wholly without apparatus, 
and these are the most backward schools we have. One hundred and fifty- 
two have out-line maps ; one hundred and fifteen have globes, charts and 
maps, and about one hundred and ninety have black-board surface. There 
are, however, only thirteen that are well supplied with apparatus. The 
directors have manifested a willingness, far beyond that heretofore ex- 
hibited, to supply the schools with apparatus. 

Qualifications and Salaries of Teachers, — There has been a change in 
the average qualification of teachers. In point of scholarship the teachers 
are steadily improving. Last year the average grade of certificate was 
2.52. This year, although eighty per cent, of the applicants were exam- 
ined in two additional branches — United States History and School Econ- 
om}-, and the examination was fully as rigid as that of last year, the aver- 
age grade is 2.29. One j^ear ago only one teacher in the county held a 
professional certificate ; now eight are teaching who passed the requisite 
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esaminatioB and obtained professional certificates, and quite a number 
more are preparing to receive the honor. Wages are advancing. The re- 
ports from a few townships will show this. Last year the average wages 
for males, in Liberty, was $29 83 ; for females, $26 50. This year, average 
for males, $33 66 ; for females, $30 00. Bedford township, average wages 
for males, last year, $29 83 ; for females, $25 70. This year, the average 
for males, $32 50 ; for females, $31 00. Southampton paid for male teach- 
ers, last year, $24 89 ; for female teachers, $24 85. This year, for males, 
$27 00 ; for females, $29 16. Cumberland Yalley, average wages for males, 
last year, $25 00 ; for females, $21 00. This year male teachers received 
$35 00 ; and female teachers, $35 25. The same marked change might be 
shown in the majority of the townships of the county. In some, the aver- 
age may fall below that of one or two years ago, but this will be owing to 
the fact that directors adopted the wise plan, in such districts, of paying 
teachers according to their qualifications, or grade of certificate. The gen- 
eral tendency is to pay teachers more liberally than formerly. 

Little change was made in the methods of instruction ; two branches — 
reading and penmanship — were more efi'ectively taught than last year, and 
history was taught for the first time, in thirty of our schools. 

Few directors visit the schools regularly. Several townships had district 
superintendents who did their work well. 

Out of the whole number of teachers employed, one hundred and eighteen 
bad attended a Normal school, and one hundred and fifty-six— -an increase 
of twenty-five over last year— had studied some woiiE on teaching. One 
hundred and thirty-six males and fifty-eight females were employed 5 seven 
•^five males and two females — having made a mistake in their choice of an 
oocupation, proved total failures and were dismissed. 

BDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BV THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Twenty-eight public and twelve private examinations were held. Eighty- 
four directors and one hundred and sixty-seven citizens were present at the 
public examinations. I re-call, with pleasure, the examinations in Harrison , 
Liberty, Middle Woodbury and South Woodbury, at each of which the citi- 
zens manifested a lively interest in the work, and awaited, with great pa- 
tience, the result of the day^s labors. One hundred and sixty-three pro- 
visional and eight professional certificates were issued at the public, and 
thirty-two provisional certificates at the private examinations. Eighteen 
applicants were rejected, and six certificates from other counties were, by 
request from boards of directors, endorsed. We found after the first pub- 
He examinations were over, that at least thirty schools must remain closed, 
for we had adhered strictly to the published notice for examinations, viz : 
^'That those only need apply who are prepared to stand an examination in 



20 BEDFORD COUNTY. 

History and Methods of Instruction." We had follbwed the "letter" of 
the law, but found it left us greatly in want ; hence, after receiving author- 
ity from "the powers that be," we examined a limited number of teachers- 
coming up to the requirements of one year ago. Still, it became necessary 
to hold private examinations in different purts of the count}*^, as in several 
instances the directors had taken the bit into their own mouths and em- 
ployed teachers not examined, with the understanding, that "if they failed 
when the Superintendent came 'round, they would receive no pay." Some 
did fail. Thus it was that so many were examined privately. It was a 
work of necessity. " The new supplement" made the supply of teachers 
very short, and all means, lawful, had to be resorted to, in order to iill the 
schools. Not all were filled, there being thirty-three applicants less than 
last year. The new law is a good one, and in a year or two more we will 
be ready to comply with it fully. The examinations continued until late in 
the fall, thus very materially interfering with visiting the schools already 
open. Two hundred and four schools were visited, at an average length of 
1.54 to each visit. 

I attended several district institutes, two county institutes, eleven edu- 
cational meetings, and visited twenty-four schools in Philadelphia, for in- 
formation. No time was lost during the months the public schools were 
open. 

The County institute — ^the first held here for three years — was a success. 
Ninety-four teachers were present at its sessions, and all manifested con- 
siderable interest. The institute was held in November. At its close the 
teachers went to their respective fields of labor and began organizing dis- 
trict institutes. One year ago, ten teachers attended a district institute ; 
last winter the number was increased to fifty-one. District institutes did 
good work wherever they were opened, save in Middle Woodbury. We 
state facts, though we may not flatter some of our teachers. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Thirty-three private schools were open during the year. Twelve hundred 
and forty pupils attended these, employing forty-one teachers, at a cost of 
five thousand eight hundred and thirty-five dollars. As these schools were, 
with a few exceptions, conducted by our ablest teachers, they did good work. 
We have few private schools open during the term of the public schools ; 
hence, we do not feel that spirit of antagonism between the two, so pre- 
valent in some couiities. All work together in perfect harmony for the com- 
mon good. 

Our County Normal school is still liberally patronized, and supplies in a 
measure the growing want of a higher institution of learning. One hun- 
dred and forty students attended, eighty-five of whom taught during the 
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year. The school was under my direct superintendence, assisted by Prof. 
R. A. M'Clurc, of Chambersburg ; J. M. Reynolds and Miss F. M. Haley, 
of the Millersville Normal school, and Miss Maggie M'Cleary, of Bedford. 
The Rainsburg academy, under the charge of Prof. J. W. Hughes ; the 
school at Woodbury, taught by J. G. Ereichbaum and W. C. Smith, and 
the school at New Paris, conducted by J. A. Songster, all did good work in 
preparing teachers. 

^^ The press is free.'* We need but ask, and the editors give us space 
for any educational matter. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAT OP IMPROVEMENT. 

We have noticed a number of features in our schools that show progress, 
but we have yet to look at some of the obstacles in the way of advance- 
ment. Among these, are irregular attendance ; want of thorough classifi- 
cation ; want of public interest in many localities ; shortness of school term ; 
frequent change of teachers ; employment of incompetent teachers ; neglect 
on the part of many boards of directors to pay teachers in proportion to 
their qualitications, and heavy rate of taxation. The remedy for the first 
three evils lies almost entirely in the hands of the teacher. Our skilled 
teachers generally overcome these, and unless the first has become chronic, 
the teacher who understands how to use the incentives at his command, 
will not fail to effect a cure. But we want more efficient teachers. It has 
been said that ^^ An}^ one may teach the higher departments ;" but to teacli 
well the elements requires a master, and that "the merit of conveying easily 
to others true and simple notions is much greater than is commonly sup- 
posed ; for experience proves how rarely this is to be met with." We know 
the truth of the above. Look at the record in our county, and then judge 
from the nature of things how many "masters" we have. Last year, of the 
whole number employed, fifty-nine had had no experience, and seventy had 
taught less than one year. This year we emplo3''ed forty-five raw recruits 
and seventy-two who had not seen one year's service. Each year about 
fifty per cent, of our teachers seek employment in some other occupation. 
Their places are filled by young men and women, who labor with us for a 
short time, many of them zealously, with a determination to succeed, and 
then when they are prepared to teach, quit the profession. Now, why this 
constant change ? Simply because the term is too short, and wages not 
sufficient to offer an inducement to keep men in th^ profession. The same 
change will go on until we increase the length of the school term, and pay 
more lilierally. And while this change goes on ; while we employ teachers 
who will only teach until something better offers, we need not look for that 
perfection of our educational system intended by the fathers of the same. 
We, therefore, again suggest that one of the means calculated to promote 
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improvement is more aid from the State. A more equal distribution of the 
school tax of the State would greatly lessen our burdens ; aid us to increase 
our school term, and pay our teachers more liberally. This would che^ 
the draft annually made on our most competent teachers, and help us to 
build up a stronger profession. We again ask the respectful attention of 
the Legislature, through the School Department, to a change in the number 
of school directors in each district. Experience shows how difficult it is 
in our rural districts to have a qiiorum of six at any stated meeting. The 
full board rarely meets. Meetings are called, and business postponed again 
and again for want of a sufficient number of directors present. They re- 
ceive no pay, and many have little or no interest in the work. There can 
be but little doubt, that three membera in each board, a president, secretary 
and treasurer, paid for their services, would do the work much more effi- 
ciently. 

Still, we will work on, believing that in the end we must succeed. Thus 
far too much attention has been paid '^to the leaves of the human flower ; 
the leaf-memory has received much care, while upon judgment and reaaon, 
growing in the region of thought, much less care has been bestowed, and 
those still more fragrant, springing from the very heart of the blossom and 
in which are the seeds of life, have been too often almost wholly neglected.'' 
To these, the true teacher will ever turn his attention. The heart needs 
more culture. We teach not for time only, but for eternity. 

My thanks are kindly tendered to the friends who assisted me in my 
work throughout the county. 



BERKS COUNTY John S. Ermjentrout. 

1. EDtCATIONAL FBOGBESS IN THE COUNTY. 

The progress shown during the last year has been very gratifying. Seven 
new school houses were built ; one in Bethel ; one in Perry ; one in Cole- 
brookdale ; one in Cumru ; one in Maidencreek ; one in Richmond, and one 
in Ontelawnee. All of them are good, substantial structures, well calcu- 
lated for the purposes intended, possessing sufficient furniture, and ample 
black-board surface. The one in Bethel is particularly worthy of notice. 
It is situated in the town of Millersburg, and is a handsome two-story brick 
building, surmounted by a tower, containing two large rooms with ceilings 
high, and desks well arranged. In the erection of these ditferent buildings 
our directors have shown a very commendable spirit of improvement. Of 
course there is still a great number of school houses needed. Here and 
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there the old, familiar, red shutter of the '^Schul Haus an der Kriok," 
presents itself, a relic of by-gone days, and an eye-sore to modern civiliza- 
tion. Time is, however, playing sad havoc with them, and the day is not 
far distant when all such will 1)e re-placed by buildings better adapted to 
the wants of scholars, places of pleasure and delight, and not of physical 
torture. 

In the matter of fiirniture no very special improvement is visible. In 
the buildings lately erected, former defects have been avoided, but that 
fialse spirit of economy which seeks no good, if purchased by expense, is 
still too prevalent. Consequently, we occasionally meet, in our visitations, 
the traditional, rural desks and benches so prejudicial to health and pro- 
ductive of bodily deformity. 

The necessity of proper apparatus is becoming more and more apparent. 
A better class of teachers has brought its inseparable accompaniments, lib- 
eral spirit in directors, a wide-spread and deeper interest in educational 
matters, and a disposition to render schools attractive, and furnish them 
with everything calculated to add power and interest to instruction. In a 
few schools may be found globes, numeral frames and charts, nearly all 
\)06sess out-line maps, and, though in one or two localites a somewhat in- 
sufficient amount of black-board surface greets the eye, we yet have great 
cause to rejoice at what has thus far been accomplished. 

In the way of the grading and classification of schools little has been done 
beyond the general classification common to every well-regulated school. 
In rural districts, thinly settled as they generally are, grading seems to be 
impossible. Wherever it was deemed practicable, the matter has been urged 
upon directors, and we hope will meet with speedy attention. There is 
certainly nothing better adapted to increase the efi^ciency of the school 
sjstem, and furnish pupils fitting opportunities for instruction. 

Our teachers, both male and female, have, as a general thing, ven sat- 
iflfaction to parents, directors and Superintendent. In a county which em- 
ploys so many teachers as Berks does, perfection in all is not attainable, 
bat, thanks to that educational, life-giving institution, the Keystone Nor- 
mal school, the class of teachers has greatly improved. They have shown 
greater zeal, and increased earnestness, combined with a desire of self-im- 
provement and perfection in their vocation. In addition to the usual aver 
«ge number of provisional certificates granted, a large number of profits- 
sional certificates have been given to those who, by their examinations and 
skjll exhibited in teaching, have proven themselves worthy of receiving them. 

II. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONB BY THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

As heretofore, our work consisted in holding examinations, attending 
institutes and visiting schools. Forty-three public exaxninations were 
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held. This number may seem somewhat large, but in our county a differ- 
ent system prevails from that which is generally in vogue. Instead of 
holding one examination for many districts combined, one is held in every 
township in the county. This enables us to meet the people and directors 
of every locality, and give them such advice, and make such suggestions 
as may be more particularly adapted to their wants. Notwithstanding all 
this labor, we were not able to dispense with private examinations. With 
all the aid furnished by the Normal school in our midst, there was a scar- 
city of teachers in different sections. This necessitated increased labor on 
the part of the Superintendent, and in some few cases, in order to keep the 
schools open, certificates were granted to those whose qualifications were 
jiot of a very exalted character. Despite all these drawbacks, our teachers, 
as a class^ were better than they have been for several years past. 

The severity of last winter impi^red the usefulness arising from school 
visitation, small as it necessarily is, by reason of large extent of territory' 
and brevity of school term. Roads were blocked lip by drifting snows to 
a degree almost unknown, even to the oldest inhabitants, and, in man}- 
cases, access to school houses was impossible. Occasionally " snowed up," 
almost continually forcing a way through snow banks, we did the best we 
could under the circumstances, and, bad as the roads were, missed but few. 
A very gratifying feature connected with these visitations, was the assu-- 
jrance, on the part of teachers, that the directors and parents paid them 
more visits than usual, and gave them proper support and encouragement. 

III. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES, 

In last year's report we mentioned that here and there a few private in- 
stitutions are to be met with. The possible good that these schools accom- 
plish is confined to their immediate localities, the meagre manner in which 
they are supported depriving them of any extensive power. The press has 
always exerted an influence for good, whilst ministers are losing their pre- 
judices against a system which they formerly considered so godl^s a thing. 

IV. OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OP IMPROVEMENT. 

Former obstacles still prevail, anji may be briefly enumerated. 1. The 
want of older and more experienced teachers. 2. Longer school term and 
higher wages. Until this be given, we shall always be afllicted with tem- 
porary teachers, who teach for want of something else to do, and, there- 
fore, lack the earnestness of spirit requisite for a successful pursuit of this 
vocation. 3. Irregularity in attendance. Short as is the term, scholars 
do not get the full benefit of it, but, through the folly of parents, arc some- 
times unnecessarily and unjustly detained at home. 
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Y. MEANS CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

The obstacles above enumerated naturally suggest the measures calcu- 
lated to promote improvement. In order to make the school system em- 
phatically the People's Educator, no narrow four months' limit to instruc- 
tion should be prescribed, and care should always be taken to obtain teach- 
ers worthy of their vocation. Incompetency here is too productive of ruin, 
and too wide-spread in its effects to be tolerated, and yet it is certainly asking 
too much to require men of brain and intelligence to teach four or five 
months in a year, at a salary of thirty dollars a month. Better wages can 
be had by breaking stones on the highway. Public sentiment is generally 
faTorable to our school system, and the folly of short terms and low wages 
is becoming more apparent. As a consequence of this, a disposition has 
been shown in very many sections to increase both term and wages, and 
we hope and trust the day is near at hand when this evil will be remedied, 
the narrow limit to instruction extended, and teachers receive a reward 
commensurate with the importance of the work they accomplish. 



BLAIR COUNTY.— Elexis Elder. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

By referring to the table, it will be seen that quite a creditable number 
of new houses have Been built during the year ; and, although they are bet- 
ter than those built in preceding years, still we must admit that they are 
not of that convenient and substantial kind that should be erected in these 
days of improvement and progress. In Tyrone an elegant school edifice 
is in course of erection. It will be built of brick ; 66 by 67 feet on the out- 
side; two stories, each 13 feet in the clear, with eight rooms, hall, &c. 
When a "Dieted it will accommodate four or five hundred pupils, and be a 
credit to tlio ' own. The directors of this borough, sustained by a progres- 
sive and liberal i)Cople, deserve great credit for the good judgment exer- 
cised in selecting a design for the new building, and for their earnest efforts 
to improve the condition of the schools. 

In Juniata, three houses, including the new one, were furnished with good 
desks and seats, and in Frankstown some alteration for the better was 
made in one of the old houses. All the new houses were supplied with 
rather suitable furniture, except those in Taylor, where the desks were made 
to accommodate from four to eight pupils each, and, of course, are inconveni- 
ent. Out-line maps are found in eighty-five schools, and about the same num- 



26 BLAIR COUNTY. 

ber were supplied, during the year, with Pierce's magnetic globes. In our 
schools we claim to have made some real progress. The school term was 
lengthened in Altoona, Martinsbnrg and Ffankstown districts, and not 
shortened in any. Teachers' salaries, too, were materially increased in 
eight districts, and not reduced in a single one. This step has already had 
its beneficial effects, and we now have less difficulty in procuring the ser. 
Aices of competent teachers, for these progressive districts, than heretofore. 
The pupils, too, show better progress. There is uniformity of books in 
nearly every district, and, as a consequence, wherever there is a competent 
teacher we find the pupils well classified. We might state, however, that 
the directors in one or two districts deserve censure for making frequent 
changes in text-books, without the necessary and proper examination and 
comparison of the different publications, and without any consultation 
whatever with the teachers. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

The examinations were conducted in about the same manner as hereto- 
fore. They are generally well attended by directors and citizens, and much 
interest is often felt in these annual meetings. Nineteen public examina- 
tions were held in different parts of the county. Three Saturdays, also, 
according to legal decisions, were set apart for irregular examinations. 
Only two of these were held, as, at one of them no applicants appeared. 
In all, one hundred and sixty-six applicants were examined Three re- 
ceived professional certificates ; one hundred and fifty-eight provisional cer- 
tificates and five were rejected. Those who have since been honored with 
permanent certificates are, Prof. John Miller, Altoona; J. B. Bowles, Al- 
toona ; D. A. Crowell, Antistown, and Maggie M'Quead, Tyrone. 

On account of inclement weather, sickness, irregularity in keeping the 
schools open, and attending to business connected with the Couhty insti- 
tute, it was impossible to ke the usual number of visits. All the schools, 
however, but six, were visited once, quite a number twice and a few three 
times. In these visits we endeavored, as far as possible, to ascertain the 
teacher's skill ii the practice of teaching; to aid him, if necessary, by 
friendly advice ; to notice the conduct, progress and classification of the 
pupils, and to cheer and encourage them in thtir work by some remarks, 
generally made just before leaving the school. These visits, in expcctaticv 
and when actually made, it is believed, do much good. 

Our County institute, held in December, was a complete success. At the 
time of holding the institute only 135 common school teachers were ac- 
tually engaged in teaching ; and of these 109 attended so promptl}' as 1x> 
make an average attendance of about 90. A creditable number of teach- 
ers, from academies and other private schools, were in attendance, making 
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the whole number of members 120. In ten districts, teachers were allowed 
the time. On this occasion we were favored with valuable assistance from 
Hon. J. P. Wickersham, Prof. E. Brooks, S. S. Jack, Esq., N. B. Crysler, 
Esq., Hon. Samuel Calvin, Hon. Samuel M'Camant, Rev. Jos. Waugh, S. 
A. Fulton, Esq., Prof. J. Miller, Prof. R. H. Fulton and others. Quite a 
large number of directors and citizens were interested in the success of 
this meeting. They attended each session, and many of them gaye us very 
material aid in carrying on the work. The teachers, especially, took a great 
interest in all the exercises, and manifested a due concern in the election of 
a committee on permanent certificates. It is believed that these institutes 
will contribute largely to the improvement of our schools, and greatly pro- 
mote the cause of education. They will stimulate teachers to self-improve' 
ment, by exposing their erroneous methods of teaching, and suggesting 
remedies therefor ; they will diffuse just views respecting the duties, the 
X)08ition and the requisite qualifications of those assuming the responsible 
duties of public teachers, and who are to shape the progress of society, and 
the destinies of our nation, and, above all, they will do much to awaken 
and keep alive a sense of the value and importance of an efficient common 
school system. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

But little can be said in reference to other agencies. The press is favor- 
able to the cause of popular education ; but, after all, we seldom see a lead- 
ing article on this subject. The discussion of different other questions 
seems to be more profitable. We are indebted, however, to several of our 
leading journals for their promptness in publishing the proceedings of the 
County institute, and some other educational information. The ^^Teach- 
ers' Advocate," also, afforded us very material aid in the way of publishing 
official notice of examinations, county institutes, &c Our academies, al- 
though they do much to awaken an interest in the cause of education, aie 
not conducted with a view to preparing teachers for the common schools ; 
hence, from them, we get but few well qualified teachers. The principals 
of these institutions, however, are always willing to lend us aid in all efforts 
to promote the cause of education. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

In many localities the efficiency of the schools is almost entirely de- 
stroyed by the miserable condition of the school buildings, and bad arrange 
ment of furniture. True economy, to say nothing about good taste or ele- 
gance of finish, would at least suggest that school houses should be built 
of good material, in a substantial and workmanlike manner, with a due fe- 
grad for the health, comfort and convenience of pupils, and be completely 
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finished so far as painting, plastering, &c., are necessary. Each of the 
new buildings is deficient in one or more of these important particulars. 
If we are correctly informed, a common county jail cannot now be built, 
according to the requirements of the law, until there is a proper provision 
for room, light, heat, air, &c., and the design or plan comes up to a certain 
fixed standard ; and yet a building may be erected, entirely unfit for school 
purposes^ lacking in many of the essential requisites of a good and com- 
fortable house, and the people mnst send their children there for instruc- 
tion, or do without school. 

In reference to the houses, classed in the table as unfit, it may be stated 
that they are too small, dark, cold and uncomfortable ; without means for 
yentilation, and without suitable furniture. Impaired intellect, deformity, 
general ill health, disease and early death must be among the future results 
of attending school in such houses. Directors should reflect on the dread- 
ful consequence of neglect or delay, and speedily supply their places with 
others that may at least be considered comfortable and convenient. There 
are few houses with sufficient grounds, and not one with grounds suitably 
improved. Seventy-four houses are without the necessary out-buildings. 

. Too many, quite young persons — mere boys and girls — without experi- 
ence, and with little or no special preparation, are still employed, and often , 
receive the same salaries as teachers of experience and ability. Great 
carelessness is sometimes manifested in the selection of teachers, by not 
inquiring into their qualifications, or examining their certificates. In thiti 
way, teachers of the poorest qualifications are sometimes appointed to the 
most advanced schools of a district. 

In many districts there is much irregularity and manifest neglect in the 
general administration of our school affairs. School directors now have 
almost unlimited powers. They select sites ; design and erect houses ; se- 
lect and arrange furniture and apparatus ; adopt text-books ; appoint teach- 
ers, fix their salaries, and may dismiss them ; lay the tax ; fix the length of 
term ; grade the schools, and transact nearly all other business, connected 
with schools, that is of vital importance. Surely, men elected to such re- 
sponsible positions, and specially selected to discharge duties of such vast 
importance, should be men of intelligence, and noted for their liberal and 
just views respecting the advantages of a liberal education. But unfortu- 
nately for the success of our noble common school system, too many aie 
elected to this important office, only to accomplish some unworthy purpose, 
or to carry out some political scheme ; without any regard to their moral 
worth, or intellectual ability. Unless citizens exercise more judgment in 
the election of these officers, our progress must, necessarily, be slow, and 
many children must, for years to come, attend schools that are a disgrace 
to any community. 
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There is also a great want of order and system in the methods of teach- 
ing and discipline, as practiced by the diflferent teachers. Nearly all the 
]>roc«e<lings, in and about some schools, seem to be dictated by convenience 
or temporary and surrounding circumstances, without any well settled plans 
of procedure, or fixed principles of teaching. It is hoped, however, that 
uow, since teachers are giving greater attention to reading educational 
hooks and periodicals, the cause for this and similar complaints will be 
speedily- removed. 

MEASURES CALCULATET) TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

To erect inferior and unfit buildings, as before mentioned, is bad econ- 
omy, and an imposition on the people. Some measures should be adopted 
by which such criminal extravagance might be prevented. In Huston, N. 
Woodbury and Taylor, the term should be lengthened to five or six months. 
These are wealthy districts, and the people could well afford their children 
the advantages of a more liberal education. 

It is still held that the average number of pupils, attending school in a 
district, should form the basis for th^ distribution of the State appropria- 
tion. In order to obtain reliable statements in reference to the number of 
pupils, Ac, we would suggest that teachers be sworn to their monthly re- 
ports, the principal officers of the board to their annual reports, and the 
Superintendents as they now are. Since the secretary could easily obtain 
all the necessary information in the schools, or in t^Je teacher's monthly 
reports, this method would cause little or no additional expense, and would 
certainly act as an inducement for the people to establish and sustain good 
schools, and to keep them well filled. 

As a number of our schools do not close till about the tenth of June, 
annually, it is recommended that the school year be changed so as to com- 
mence on the first Monday in July. 

The directors in several districts hare set a good example, and have 
given great encouragement to their teachers, by grading the salaries ac- 
cording to qualifications and skill, and experience in the art of teaching. 
Among these districts may be named Antis, Tyrone township, Taylor and 
N, Woodbury. Such a course we deem nothing more than a simple act of 
justice to the faithful and qualified teacher. In other pursuits of life the 
apprentice does not receive as much compensation as the accomplished 
workman, and we cannot understand why teaching should form an excep- 
tion. 

Teachers after appointment are left entirely too mucli alone. In order 
that they may succeed well, in teaching and governing, it is indispensably 
necessary that both directors and citizens aid and encourage them ; not only 
by proper remuneration, but by visiting the schools, by friendly advice, 
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and by words of cheer. When visiting is neglected, the merest bungler 
may receive as much praise as the skillful teacher. To all, we say visit 
yooir schools, and learn for yourselves who 3'our true teachers are. 

In conclusion, I return my sincere thanks to directors and citizens for 
their aid, encouragement and generous hospitality ; and to teachers for the 
kindness, courtesy and good will manifested toward me on all occasions. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

The number of new houses built is eighteen, the same as last year. Ex- 
tensive repairs have been made on a few old houses. The amount expended 
for building purposes is thirty-two per cent, more than last year. Two of 
the houses built are superior. The house in process of erection in Troy 
borough is to be, by far, the best in the county. It is now nearly enclosed, 
and will be ready for occupation for a fall term of school. It will cost 
$20,000. Sylvania borough has supplied its new house with a full set of 
common school apparatus. Very little progress has been made in the im- 
provement of school grounds, save the supplying of some thirty with out- 
houses. Several school house sites were occupied under the act approved 
April 9, 1867. 

SCHOOL TERMS, COST OF INSTRUCTION, AO. 

The average length of the school term is 6.18 mon|;hs, being one-tenth 
of month increase over last year, and the longest ever held, except in 1864, 
which was 6.28 months. The number of pupils reported as attending school 
is 14,811, an increase over last year of 277, and the largest ever reported 
as enrolled in any one year before. The cash wages paid to teachers amount 
to $2 49 per pupil, which is five cents more than last year, or six cents more 
than the average for ten years preceding. The cash e2q>ense per pupil, in- 
cluding fhel and contingencies, is $2 97, or seventeen cents more than the 
average annual cost for ten years. This apparent rapid increase of ex- 
pense for fuel and contingencies is due mainly to the fact that these ex- 
penses are now paid from the district treasury. Formerly, fuel was pro- 
vided by the patrons of the schools in proportion to the number of pupils 
sent, and the houses were often repaired by private enterprise. The prac- 
tice of teachers "boarding round,'' as part pay for their services, is fast 
becoming unpopular, especially with teachers, and will ere long be discon- 
tinued. 
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Quah'Jicaiions and success of Teachers. — The average grade of provi- 
sional certificates issued is lower than last year, in consequence of the ad- 
dition of U. S, History and Theory of Teaching to the branches in which 
the proficiency of teachers was to be indicated. In these branches our 
teachers were found to be very deficient. The attention required to be given 
to them, prevented that improvement in others which is needed. 

Some improvement in methods of instruction has been made, and more 
uniformity in the management of schools is observed. Reading is very 
poorly taught, notwithstanding persistent efforts on my part to secure im- 
provement. In at least three-fourths of the schools pupils are found with 
readers too hard for them. Little attention seems to be given to the ex- 
pression of the sentiments and feelings intended to be conveyed by the 
authors of the articles read. Improvement in teaching spelling is observed, 
and increased interest is manifested, but the study of the principles of or- 
thography is neglected. I cannot but regard some of the teachers of select 
and high schools as in a measure responsible for this neglect. Mathe- 
matics and the higher branches are allowed to engross the entire attention. 
An aspirant to the position of teacher, on being asked to define orthog- 
raphy, replied, "I know nothing about orthography. My teacher said it 
was of no use to study it, therefore I did not." It is proper, perhaps, to 
remark that the applicant was advised to attend school where orthography 
was taught. 

Some little improvement in teaching penmanship is seen, but much more 
is needed. I am confident of the truth of the assertion, when I say, that 
if the teachers of the common schools of this county would become familiar 
with the principles of penmanship, and the approved methods of teaching 
it, their services in this branch might be quadrupled in value. 

The most prominent defect in our schools is in their government ; in the 
want of ability to maintain proper order. Three-fourths of the failures 
are attributable to this cause. Some fail for want of interest in the work 
they have undertaken, others for want of firmness, perseverance and dis- 
cretion. Failures are, however, less ft-equent than might be expected, in 
view of the youthfulnoss and inexperience of teachers. A careful exami- 
nation of the facts bearing upon this subject, leads me to the belief that 
the real cause of many of the failures, as well as the too general laxity in 
school government, is to be found with the parents, and community at large, 
for the same evil is observed in family government, church discipline, and 
disregard, or want of respect for civil law. 

Moral instruction. — The Bible is used in a large majority of our schools, 
by reading a portion as a part of the opening exercises. The conduct of 
our teachers is generally unexceptionable, and their influence good, but it 
has not enough of the positive and aggressive character. Sufllcient efforts 
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are not made for the development of the higher and nobler sensibilities 
Parents rely too mnch on the saving influences of day and Sabbath schools, 
and often, when evidences of juvenile depravity come to their knowledge^ 
charge the results of their own negligence to the school. The Scriptural 
requirement that children be taught the fear of the Lord, and obedience to 
the precepts of the Bible, as they go out, and as they come in, is practi- 
cally supplanted by the pernicious doctrine that they be allowed to grow 
up to years of maturity, without bias, on questions of morals and religion. 
Impressions seem to prevail, that a looseness of morals is gaining ground, 
and these are strengthened by the readiness with which the people credit 
reports of venality and corruption. This subject is a fruitful one, and 
worthy the attention of all. 

Attendance. — The average of the monthly percentages, as reported, is 76 ; 
while the percentage of attendance, calculated upon the whole Dumber of 
pupils enrolled during the year, is 59^. This is lower than usual, caused, 
imdoubtedly, mainly by the unusual severity of the weather, and state of 
the roads during the winter term. The depth and constant drifting of the 
snow was unprecedented, so that many of the most public roads were for 
days impassable. We have had occasion, in former reports, to speak of the 
evils of irregularity in attendance. They still exist to an unnecessaiy ex- 
tent. 

EDUCATIONAL WOBK. 

Forty-five public and thirteen private, or unadvertised examinations were 
held, at which 134 male and 443 female teachers were examined ; 13 profes- 
sional, and 484 provisional certificates were issued. Three county insti- 
tutes, of five days each, were held, 272 schools were visited, 402 official let- 
ters were written, and 2,836 miles were necessarily traveled in the perform- 
aiLce of official duties. The state of the roads impeded my progress very 
much in visiting schools during the winter. 

EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES. 

Of these, the County institute held at Smithfield, East Canton and Or- 
well, is believed to have been most potent for good, not only to teachers, 
but to the people where held. The whole number of teachers in regular 
attendance was 335. As instructors or lecturers we were favored with the 
services of Prof. F, A. Allen, Rev. Thomas K. Beecher, Rev. J. D. Bell 
Prof. S. J. Coffin, Hon. C. R. Coburn, Hon. J. P. Wickersham, and promi- 
nent clergymen and teachers of the county. ' Our teachers deserve credit 
for their promptness in responding to our call, and liberality in giving their 
time, the institute being held prior to the opening of the schools. 
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The qaftrterly sessions of the County association were well attended. 
There have been held^ also, meetings of local literary societies composed 
in part of teachers. One Was recently formed under the name of the 
Teachers' Union and Institute, and embraces in its limits several districts 
in the western part of the county. 

Tbe Northern Tier Oaiette^ published and edited by A. S. Hooker, Esq., 
St Troy, has aided v^ty much in advancing the educational interests of the 
-county* 

Rev. & Fv Colt, D. D., again occupies the position of principal of the 
Susquehanna Collegiate Institute at Towanda, and has awakened it to new 
life and usefulness. 

Our Normal school at Mansfield is worthy of prominent mention as an 
educational agency, and deserves the support and patronage of teachers 
and people. Some fifty students from this county liave been in attendance 
there for a longer or shorter period during the year» We count ten of our 
teachers in the senior class. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY Of IMMOVEMENT* 

tJudcr this head we have nothing to add to last year's report, except, 
perhaps, to say that our population is so scattered as to prevent the proper 
grading of our schools. Otherwise we have no natural obi^taoles in the 
uray of improvement, except such as exist in the minds, habits and feelings of 
the people themselves. They are no less obstacles^ however, on that account. 
People find means to purchase the necessaries, and some of the luxuries of 
life. Could the money which is spent for tobacco alone be diverted into a 
more useful channel, for the support of schools for instance^ good teachers 
could be employed for long terms without aid from taxation. 

Administration of School Law, — 'Bad administration of the school law 
has ever been one of the greatest evils of the system. Unpaid, unsworn, 
uninterested directors are bad executors. Where the law is administered 
according to its true spirit and intent the schools prosper. But they can 
not prosper without means of support, and directors are often elected with 
a view to keeping down expenses, so the bad economy of hiring " cheap 
teacherd '' is practiced. On the one hand is heard complaints of high taxes, 
on the other, poor schools. These thmgs discourage directors, and render 
the office so unpopular that it is not always filled by suitable men. In a 
few districts, in the employment of teachers, unusual carelossnesa has been, 
exhibited, and several were employed without certificates. It is tiue^ 
teachers were at the time unusually scarce, and this Dact might have beeni 
plead as an excuse had application for certificates been made by those; 
teachers and they been refused. Such disregard of the law must, provor 
prejudicial to the pecuniary interests of the people in the loos of t&e Statft 
8 School Rep. 
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appropriation. Perhaps such negligence grows out of the fact that some 
of the requirements of the law are habitually disobeyed with impunity. 

MEANS OF PROMOTING IMPROVEMENT. 

In addition to those means recommended in my last report, I would favor 
such change in the law as would insure at least two visits to each school dur- 
ing a term. It is an old saying, and I believe a true one, "that whatever is 
worth doing at all, is worth doing well." This applies to the supervision 
of schools. The number of schools, and extent of territory, is so great, in 
this county, as to render it literally impossible for one individual to exer- 
cise proper supervision over them, or grade certificates on the practice of 
teaching. 

In conclusion, let me say that in all my intercourse with teachers and 
people I have been treated with the utmost kindness and hospitality, for 
which I wish to express my grateful acknowledgments. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

For reasons best known to themselves, the school directors of Durham 
district did not complete the two story house, as stated in my last report. 
But they fixed upon another site, erected a one story house, and divided 
the old district. The old house, which has long since been unfit for use, 
is still retained for one of the schools. The site for the new house is badly 
chosen, reminding one of the time honored practice of building school 
houses in public roads, the roads being used for play-ground, and barely 
room left for vehicles to pass without hubbing. 

Seven new school houses were built since my last report. One in Bed- 
minster; one in Buckingham; one in' Durham; two in Nockamixon; one 
in Richland, and one in Solebury. All of the above houses arc of stone, 
and built in a substantial manner, equal, if not superior, to any heretofore 
erected in the same districts. The new houses in Nockamixon and Rich- 
land are good, convenient houses, and arc decided improvements on the 
old ones, though not equal in size and finish to those in Buckingham and 
Solebury. Nearly all the new houses are provided with suitable desks, but 
only a few have proper seats. Common loose benches or trestles, in some 
instances, are still in vogue, poorly adapted to the convenience of diflTerent 
sizes of pupils. The new house in Richland is furnished with Uhlingcr's 
patenjb furniture. This is a step in advance for the upper end of the countyv 
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It is desirable that other boards of directors should profit by this example. 
The directors of Bedminster appear to be exceedinglj^ anxious to preserve 
the ancient customs, having furnished their new house with long desks and 
seats facing the walls. This is the only school ho:i^<* built in the county 
within the last ten years furnished in this style. B«d.iiinster is conserva- 
tive, and it is a long while since they had built a new school house in that 
district. 

Xot safficient attention is given to the proper location of school houses. 
Owing to the narrow and sometimes arbitrary views of a few men, good 
houses are badly located. Four, out of seven of the houses built during 
the year, have no suitable play-grounds. 

Better means of ventilating school houses is absolutely required. Xo 
attention whatever is given to this highly important part of a school struc- 
ture, aside from lowering the windows. Only one of the new houses has 
anv other means of ventilation. 

Two schools in Richland were graded during the year. The Erwinna 
school, in Tinicum, was supplied with Mitchell's out-line maps, Pelton's 
map of the United States, primary charts, Webster's Unabridged Diction- 
ary, Lippincott's Oazetteer, &c. Sunnbowersville school, in Milford, was 
also supplied with many useful articles of apparatus. Each of the aJ)ove 
schools was furnished through the agency of the local directors and the 
patrons of the respective schools, by private enterprise. Very little was 
done by school directors towards furnishing apparatus during the year. 

The schools in Nockamixon and Middletown have made commendable 
progress, during the year. Other districts have done well, but in no in- 
stance was improvement so striking as in these two districts. 

Tl^ independent school district of Tinicum, created by the court, has 
taken a long stride in the way of progress. Judging from the character of 
the men who were elected in this district to the office of school directors, 
a new era is about to dawn on that portion of Tinicum. 

In connection with the call for the county institute, all the boards of di- 
rectors were requested to send delegates to the institute, to meet a commit- 
tee of teachers appointed by the institute for the purpose of confering on 
the expediency of adopting a uniform series of text-books, to be used in 
the schools of the county. The committee appointed a sub-committee of 
directors and teachers to examine into the merits of the various text-books 
now in use, and to recommend a proper series for adoption. After a tho- 
rough and laborious investigation, an excellent series was recommended. 
A number of boards acting immediately on this recommendation, adopted 
and introduced the series into the schools, consequently a majority of the 
districts in the county have now a uniformity of books. 
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SDUOATIOHAL WORK DONE BT GOUNTT 8UPERIllT£FrDX5rT« 

Tbirty'nine public examination 8 were held, and in all three hundred and 
fourteen candidates were e:iamined. Two hundred and ^ixty-nine received 
provisional certificates ; two received professional certificates, and thirty- 
seven were rejected. The number of persons applying for examination 
was considerably increased from that of last year. The number is, how- 
ever, not sufficiently great yet to select enough properly qualified teachers 
to fill our schools. 

The County institute met at Doylestown, in October, and remained in 
session five days. Over two hundred teachers of the county wcrre in attend- 
ance, probably the largest number ever present at any former institute 
held in this county. The exercises were interesting and highly instructive 
toalL 

EDtJCATlONAL WOBK DONE BT OTHER AOENGIES. 

District institutes were held in twelve different districts. In all one haii' 
dred and sixty-seven meetings were thus held in the county, attended by 
about one hundred teachers. The Excelsior Normal school at Carversville } 
the Bellevue institute at Attltboro'; the Doylestown English and Classical 
seminary; Andalusia school in Bensalem; the Tennent school at Hartsvillef 
and Pierce's school at Bristol, were all well attended. The Doylestown 
English and Classical seminary is a new institution ; it was only opened 
last fall. It is in the hands of able men, and bids fair to be a valuable ad- 
(ition to oar list of boarding schools. The Hughsian free school, in 
j3uckingham, was graded during the year. This school is kept open by the 
endowment of Amos Austin Hughs, who died in 1811, leaving property 
amounting to six thousand dollars, together with a valuable farm of ninety- 
one acres, for the purpose of educating the children of the poor classes of his 
lative township "forever." There is no restriction to the attendance of 
oupils in this school. It is indeed a public free school, only not controlled 
by the directors. There is also a free school at Wrightstown, supported by 
a fund of nearly nine thousand dollars, set apart by the Society of Friends 
for the purpose of educating children of that denomination. This school 
was attended b^- sixty-one pupils. The instruction is entirely free. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OP .IMPROVEMENT. 

We have no obstacles necessarily in the way of a more rapid improve- 
ment that would not speedily yield to courage and energy on the part of 
directors, and to skill and ability on the part of teachers. We want young, 
Intelligent and active men for school directors, men who have modern ideas 
and an abiding interest in the cause of public instruction, and a corps of 
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noble kearted, well trained and skillfbl young men and women for teachers. 
Give ufl these, and ignorance and prejudiee will soon be dispelled as mist 
before the noon day sun. 

Goru;l%i8ion. — ^Peace and plenty again smile upon the whole extent of our 
beloved country ; prosperity reigns in the mines, the mills, the work-shops 
and on the farm. Industry is everywhere richly rewarded, and Providence 
has bountifully blessed us in filling the garners of the nation with an abun- 
dant harvest. There never was a better time for educational advancement. 
Is it not reasonable then to hope that every effort will now be made to ele- 
vate and enlighten the minds of the youth of our Itfhd ? Free institutions 
are safe only in the hands of a virtuous and enlightened people. 
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EDUCATIONAL PftOGBESS. 
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Large bodies move slowly," and although particular localities may 
exhibit a commendable degree of improvement, yet in a eou'nty of two 
hundred and eighteen schools, casual observation would perceive but glim- 
mering streaks of progress in the average. And the same is true in other 
departments, akin to the educatlonaL For social progress and the ad- 
Taneement of Christianity in its reUgious faith and practice are difficult to 
mark by the cursory glance, in the full period of a common year; whereas, 
the educational must be measured from one-third of this period ; yet, many 
indications point to efforts made for the purpose of obtaining increasing 
benefit from a system which is susceptible of yielding the highest earthly 
good, when administered by those who do not depreciate or disparage the 
results to be attained from '^ sowing good seed before the world has sown 
ita tares.*' 

And first, an increasing determination on the part of school boards to 
employ teachers of the best possible theoretical attainments, to which must 
be superadded superior practical skill and school room ability. 

For several weeks prior to the opening of the schools, directors may be 
heard earnestly inquiring ^^ where can we get energetic, efficient and ex- 
perienced teachers for our district?" The expression, ^^he knows enough 
to teach our school," has been buried by the pressure of the age. 

I have no fears of contradiction in saying, that were there two hundred 
and eighteen teachers in our county, possessed of the requisite literary ac- 
qni/ements, with the capacity for managing successfully the complicated 
isacbinary of the school, the wages of such and the term of school would 
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be increased fifty per cent, within three months. Let me cite a single in 
stance in evidence. Clinton district, having a live, energetic and enthusi 
astic board of directors, increased the salaries of their teachers thirty-three 
per cent., and the term twenty-five per cent., and lo, the result; the chil 
dren, in the happy condition of the schools, ^' called them blessed,'' and all 
the people said ^^amen." Buffalo, Middlesex, Jefierson, &c., ^^go thou and 
do likewise,'' and haste the good time coming. 

The people, moved in several districts, by supplementing the wages paid 
by the directors with their own volimtary contributions, ranging from tec 
to forty per cent., thus securing the best talent, skill and experience. Ma^ 
we all soon "learn wisdom." 

Teachers, themselves, are slowly becoming better prepared, not only in the 
what, but more especially in the how. Many are the inquiries as to th€ 
educational works the}- shall read, in order that they may make their in- 
structions of the most possible interest and benefit, and excite in the minds 
of youth a laudable spirit of improvement. This is right, for those who 
conduct our schools and preside over them must become actuated by a dis- 
position aspiring to all attainable excellence, before the work of improve 
ment can be carried to any great degree of perfection. Some, who were 
adjudged humdrum teachers, were not permitted, by refusal of certificate, 
to dishonor the profession and the schools by a shirking of the difficultiee 
to be encountered in the efforts for success. They were of those who chose 
to do little good for little money, not regarding the honor of the profession, 
or the maxim, " quo difficilius, hoc prseclarius?^ 

Teachers of known skill and experience, who had abandoned the profes- 
sion, were brought from their hiding-places, "pressed into the service," 
and maintained the dignity of the stool, and ferule of the pedagogue. 

The total failures have been about four per cent.; and even this speaks 
nothing ag^ainst progress, for the proportion is not greater than in other 
trades and professions. Our teachers are not all "called" to teach, and 
without a natural "calling and election" to their office, or a special train- 
ing for their duties, we must not expect them to bend the mental twig with 
perfect propriety and success. Who can deny that with all the studied 
preparation of ministers of the Gospel for the duties of the sacred desk, 
four per cent, would still more honor the plow than the pulpit ? Or, thai 
an equal amount of quackery and pettifoggery are not to be found in the 
medical and legal professions? The management of a school must be ad- 
mitted to be more difficult than that of a store, workshop, or farm ; but see 
the failing merchants, the bungling mechanics, and the unsuccessful husband- 
men. But, the conclusion is, make teaching a regular ppofession, let the 
remuneration be equal to other learned professions ; retain him, at any cost, 
who virtually gives life and progress to pupils and parents; avoid the fire- 
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^nent and pernicious changing of teachers; encourage natural aptitude to 
perfection of acquirements, and invite the unskilled and incompetent to 
^take back seats;'* then must our schools improve and advance until in- 
terest, energy, efficiency and propriety be their characteristics, fortifying 
themselves in the public estimation, and reaching into coming years as a 
guaranty of strength, security and perpetuity to the Republic 

Let our legislators understand that our government requires ^'the whole 
power of education" for its cheap defence. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE. 

Forty-six public advertised examinations were held, and six were exam- 
. ined privately. A number of certificates were renewed by request, the ap- 
plicants fearing the Procrustean process of an examinaeion. Appoint- 
ments were made to meet directors and applicants in all the districts, yet 
in many there were no directors, and in quite a number neither applicants 
nor directors. Adams, Allegheny, Muddy Creek and Worth, were the only 
districts in which any considerable number of directors and citizens mani- 
fested their interest, by an attendance. Such attendance indicates a healthy 
condition of the schools thus represented, the schools of these districts 
ranking among the best in the county. But many directors care for none 
of these things. 

Applicants most generally appeared for examination at some point quite 
distant from their place of residence, or application, not availing them- 
selves of Ihe opportunities offered for their convenience in the great num- 
ber of examinations. So many arc unnecessary, as those teachers, having 
a repugnance to being examined in the presence of the board by whom 
they are expected to }ye employed, or that other class, (and they are numer- 
ous,) who have an aversion to a display of their acquirements in the pres- 
ence of friends and neighbors, hie away to the borders for inspection. 
Certificates issued on the spring examinations were limited to a six months' 
existence, with a proviso of renewal for the full term of one year, if the 
recipient should succeed in establishing practical ability. 

It being impossible to visit all the schools of the county, in a single 
term, I determined to avail myself of assistance, and have all visited. Not 
being able to procure this help until February 1st, I then employed Mr. J. 
C. Moore, a teacher of excellent qualifications, and many years experience 
in teaching, an assistant ; but the united efforts of both were not equal to 
the task, he having been delayed a few days by reason of extremely in- 
clement weather, failed to reach a few of the schools in his section. Some 
having terms of five months were visited twice; and, in all, the number of 
visits in the year exceeded the number of schools. 
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EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES. 



District institutes are almost among' the things that were, but few dis- 
tricts requiring or supporting them; yet the testimony of those districts 
continuing them, conclusively prove their beneficial effects in systematizing 
methods of instruction, infusing life and vigor into the schools, and excit- 
ing the parents to an increased interest. Properly conducted, they are an 
element of leaven to the schools, and productive of great good when man- 
aged by competent leadership. 

But one district continues the visitation of schools by the secretary as 
District Superintendent. 

A County institute was held May 15, 1868, at which Mr. Jack, of West- 
moreland, and Mr. Houck, of the School Department, officiated as instruc- 
tors and lecturers. Penmanship was taught by Prof. Stevens, of Pittsburg. 
The time of calling the institute was unseasonable, and less than one-fourth 
of the regular teachers were iu attendance; still the exercises were made 
interesting and profitable beyond expectation. It being the first instituti^ 
for a number of years, diffidence and embarrassment pre vented, the class 
from enjoying the full benefit of the instructions; but in a few days, free- 
dom of opinion, and harmony of intercourse assumed control over cold- 
ness and distrust. The teachers present, by their attention, evincing an 
eager desire to be instructed in the modus operandi of school room tactics, 
and to acquire that general information necessary to aid in the understand- 
ing and impressment of facts and principles of the common school curri- 
culum. And although we can not boast of the great amount of good ac- 
complished by this meeting, yet it established the fact that these meetings 
must exert a powerful influence in the preparation of teachers for their 
high and responsible duties, by making them more systematic, more thorough 
and more interested in their work. They must result in awakening paren- 
tal and public interest, in disseminating perfected views on school instruc- 
tion and school government, and in a realization by communities of the 
laborious duties, and unbounded influence of the teacher. They are in- 
valuable to young teachers, by offering them a knowledge of the methods 
by which those more experienced have attained success, b}' breaking up 
erroneous and defective views, by implanting an impulse of self-professional 
improvement, and creating a desire to read, converse and observe, on the 
subject of education and teaching. 

The pulpit and the press, in their efforts for the schools, are very quiet 
and unobtrusive. The practice of ministers of the Gospel, in the rarity of 
their educational sermons, and their school visits, seems to indicate their 
disbelief in the aphorism, that the deformity or symmetry of the oak is 
owing to the twigs early bent, rather than to any natural perversity of seed 
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or soil. Sermons frequently and fervently preached to parents upon such 
texts as, "Train up a child, Ac," " Knowledge is profitable unto all things," 
mast as «urely tend to the substantial reformation of the country, and the 
fate and well-being of the church, as those upon "Diplomacy, Tariffs, Ac." 

OBSTACLES TO PROGRESS. 

The lack of advancement and progress on the part of teachers is the pri- 
mary hinderance to increasing success of the schools. The ornamenting 
and rendering attractive of building-sites, the providing of suitable books 
and apparatus are needful and important; but the vital and essential con- 
dition of a good school is a good teacher. The crying evil of irregular 
attendaiice is greatly due to indifference and worthlessness of teachers ; 
unnecessary and unwarranted absence of pupils from school being almost 
universally traceable to a corresponding trait in the character of the teacher. 
Let the teacher endeavor to create a thirst for learning, and labor to give 
that value and interest to knowledge so desirable, and this evil will soon 
oease to injure our schools. 

While many teachers have an average attendance of fifty-three per cent, 
and some even lower. Miss Elliott, teaching in Worth, is able to secure an 
average attendance of ninety-eight per cent. The apathy and indifference 
of parents may also be remedied by the teacher. Did teachers appreciate 
the importance of their mission — were they possessed of the requisite de- 
gree of skill and knowledge, with an aptitude for communicating instruc- 
tion, united with untiring industry and energy — these obstacles to school 
improvement must soon become ^Hrifles light as air." 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1. Every teacher should be required to attend a Normal school at least 
one year, before assuming -control of a school. It should be a principal 
object with these schools to ascertain whether the student-teacher be pos- 
sessed of any native teaching ability; and if so, let this natural aptitude be 
trained and developed, because here is the germ of success, which, if cul- 
tivated, must achieve the highest good. 

2. One director to a district, sworn to fidelity and impartiality, com- 
pelled to his duties, and paid for his services. 

3. The hour for opening school should be changed to 10 A. M. We have 
virtually but five hours' school per day, the hour from nine to ten being 
one of confusion, and disadvantage to the school. In the country districts 
an earlier hour thnn ten is not profitable, and six hours' study is injurious 
to the mind, and hinders progress. The highest wisdom of this and other 
ages have agreed that about four hours' study per day is sufficient mental 
labor for an adult mind, and yet we compel our children to six hours of 
^{iteous durance pent." 
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4. The schools need more thorough supervision. Nothing is more con- 
ducive to progress than frequent and efficient inspection. The Superin- 
tendency is a failure in this respect; for in only three counties of the State 
is it possible for a Superintendent to visit the schools monthly, visiting 
two each day, while in a great majority of the counties it is not possible 
to visit them once a term, at three per day. The most a Superintendent 
can do, in four-fifths of the counties, is to look at the teacher and pupils, 
and then say, " good-bye." This makes the inspection a farce, almost. A 
monthly visitation, at least, is needed of three hours' duration, which should 
be mostly occupied in a close and careful e;i^amination of the different classes, 
in order to measure the degree of their progress and thoroughness. 

This would be an incentive to pupils to acquire proficiency in the branches, 
and would approximate the supervision our schools demand. 
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I received my commission as County Superintendent October 5, 186T. 
Owing to the advanced stage of the season, and the fact that several ex- 
aminations had been advertised by my predecessor to be held at an early 
date, I was compelled to go to work without any time in which to survey 
the field before me. 

I. EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

Houses, — A number of school houses have been built during the year. 
These are all decided improvements upon the style of houses which has 
usually obtained in this county. The new house in Millville, mentioned as 
in course of erection in last yearns report, was completed in time for the 
term commencing last October. It is of brick, two good stories in height, 
roofed with slate, and surmounted wi a cupola and bell. The halls, stair- 
cases, recitation rooms, &c., are in projections at two opposite ends of the 
building. The building stands in a large lot which is enclosed by a good 
fence, and contains such out-houses as are necessary. The school house is 
warmed by heaters placed in the basement. The house contains four school 
rooms, which are provided with desks and seats of the latest improved pat- 
terns, with large black-boards of liquid slating, with out-line maps, cards, 
charts, &c. The cost of the building was about $16,000. The fact is, 
Millville has set a laudable example for other districts to follow. 

And they seem to be following it. Johnstown has just completed a new^ 
house, the very counterpart of that in Millville. Jts cost was about the 
same. Public school is now taught in it. Two new houses were erected 
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in Allegheny township during the year. These are as good country school 
houses as can be found anywhere ; large, airy, light, well ventilated, well 
painted inside and out, substantially built, provided with good seats, black- 
boards, &c., and last, but not least, properly located. The other districts 
that have built during the year are. Chest, one; Jackson, one; Conemaugh, 
one; Summer Hill, one ; Taylor, two; Washington, one; Susquehanna, two ; 
Richland, two. These have all done well, and speak noble words for the 
interest which our people feel in the cause of popular education. 

Schools. — Our schools, so far as I could discover in visiting them, and 
from what I could learn by inquiries, have done reasonably well. Some of 
them have done very well, indeed; others, of course, not so well. There 
have been very few, if anj', cases of decided failure. Some dissatisfaction 
has been expressed concerning a few of the teachers ; but when was this 
otherwise? As good an illustration as I can give of the success of our 
schools during the year, is the fact that the per cent, of attendance in sev- 
enty-one schools of which I made memoranda, was a fraction over seventy. 
These schools were not selected cases, but were taken just as they came, 
and represent, I believe, a very fair average of all. I should have been 
pleased to have made note of the per cent, of attendance of all the schools 
that I A-isited, but a number were visited during the first month of the term, 
of a number of others the report books were not in the school house, and 
could not be consulted, and in a few instances the reports were not made out. 

II. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Owing to causes which T mentioned in the first para- 
graph of this report, I proceeded at once, after receiving mj' commission, 
to hold examinations. My first public examination was Id October 9. 
As I had not time to devise, or even think of any other method of exam- 
ining, I adopted the plan of my predecessor. Indeed, a better has not yet 
suggested itself to my mind. Examinations had been advertised for Mill- 
ville and Johnstown, on the 3d and 4th days of October, and in the interim 
between the resignation of Mr. Condon, and the appointment of a Super- 
intendent in his place, Mr. S. B. M'Cormick was authorized by the Depart- 
ment to hold those examinations, his proceedings to be subject to the ap- 
proval or disapproval of the Superintendent, when one should be appointed. 
Mr. M'C. examined and granted certificates to forty-two persons. On my 
accession to office, I approved of his proceedings. During the year fifty- 
nine males and one hundred and fifty-three female applicants were exam- 
ined, and two males and two females were rejected. Of the whole number 
examined, thirty-four had never taught. 

Certificates. — Of the persons to whom certificates were granted, one hun- 
dred and ninety-four hold provisional certificates, four hold professional 
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certificates issued by my predecessor, and endorsed by myself, five have 
professional certificates granted by myself, and five possess permanent 
certificates. 

Visitations. — The season was well advanced before I was ready to begin 
my visitations. During the course of the winter I visited one hundred 
and sixty-seven schools, and spent, on an average, one hour and a half in 
each school. In addition to filling the column of items in the note-book 
furnished by the Department, I made such other memoranda of the appear- 
ance, progress, and conduct of the schools as suggested themselves to my 
mind. I usually made a short address to the pupils, and gave the teachers 
such directions as I thought proj^er. In the course of these duties I tra- 
veled over 1,600 miles, mostly on foot. Wherever I have been, I have been 
uniformly treated with kindness and respect. 

III. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONI BY OTHER A0BNCIS8. 

Other Schools. — Last summer three Normal schools were established in 
the county; one at Johnstown, under A. C. Johnson, A.M.; one at Eljeos- 
burg, in charge of Miss C. A. Home, and one at Loretto, taught b}' Miss 
Lizzie Marshall. These schools were all well attended, f.nd effected a good 
work among our teachers. 

At Loretto is an excellent school for females, conducted by the Sisters 
of Mercy. This pleasant village is also the seat of St. Francis College, 
a Roman Catholic institution, of which Rev. A. J. Brown is president. 
This school is in a flourishing condition. It had, for the term ending July 
1, a corps of twelve professors, and an attendance of ninety-four boarding 
students. Arrangements are making for more extensive accommodations 
for the fall term. 

Denominational schools are kept up ^^ all the year round," in some parts 
of the county. Thus, the German Roman Catholics have a school in Cone* 
maugh borough, which has over two hundred pupils. The Oerman Luth* 
erans have a school in Johnstown, which is very largely attended. 

By the munificence of the Cambria iron company, night schools were 
established last fall, one in Cambria borough, under Mr. J. A. Harrold, and 
one in Conemaugh borough, under Mr. A. C. Johnson. These schools were 
kept in operation for several months. The thanks of many an otherwise 
neglected boy are due the generosity of this corporation. 

Institutes. — Our County institute was held in Januarj'^, commencing the 
sixth day of the month. It was a success. We had a large attendance 
under the circumstances, and our teachers went away gratified and bene* 
fitted. For lecturers at the institute we had Cyrus Elder, Samuel Single- 
ton, S. S. Jack and S. G. Boyd; for instructors, S. S. Jack, S. G. Bo3'd, J. 
F. Condon, Samuel Singleton, George W. Cope, and Dr. D. W. Evans. 
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Our sessions were well attended by the public, and I am safe in saying that 
the institute wrought a good work outside of our profession. District in- 
lUUuieis were maintained in quite a number of districts through the winter. 
They liad a good effect upon the teachers who participated in them. 

The Pretis of the county has alwaj^s shown the greatest cheerfulness in 
publishing information of an educational character. We can always reckon 
un the Press of Cambria county. Besides the usual count}' newspapers, 
we have the " Teachers* Advocate," a monthly paper devoted exclusively to 
the cause of education. This journal is now in its second volume. It has 
done, and is still doing, a good work. It is destined to live, and grow, 
and exert a powerful influence in the cause. It is published at Ebensburg, 

t 

and is under the editorial supervision of Prof. George W. Cope. 

The Pulpit. 

*"rhe pulpit, therefore, and I name it, filled 
With solemn awe, that bids me weU beware 
With what Intent I touoh that holy thhig," 

the pulpit is of about as much use to us as an educational agency as are the 
moons of Jupiter. Not a single sermon in favor of education or schools, 
so far as I know, has ever been preached inside the limits of the county. 
This i^ both shameful and astonishing. If I have done the sacred profes- 
sion an injustice by making this assertion, I regret it; but I am sure I can* 
not be far wrong, if wrong at all. 

IV. OBSTACLES IN THB WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

In this county there are several obstacles in the way of improvement. 
Among these are, 

1. Low salaries. 

2. Short terms. 

8. Ungraded salaries. 

1. The average of salaries in this county is about $30. The highest paid 
was $70 per month, the lowest $25. These salaries are paid only by the 
greatest exertions -, a tax of twelve mills on the dollar is levied to meet this 
expense. When compared with some wealthy counties, which pay a tax of 
only three, or four, or fiv^e mills on the dollar, and then give their teachers 
a salary of only $25 or $27 per month, Cambria county does her duty nobly. 
She does all she can. Yet when she has done her best, the salaries paid 
are not sufficient to induce well qualified persons to remain in the profes- 
sion longer than until they can get something else to do. 

2. The shortness of our school terms adds to this trouble. But a very 
few of our districts are able to keep their schools open longer than the 
minimum four months required by the law. This fact, added to the small 
average salaries paid for the time the schools are open, is enough to retard 
all real progress. 
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3. But perliaps the greatest difficulty is found in the fact that our di- 
rectors too frequently ignore the qualifications of teachers, and pay the 
same wages to all. This is a most unwise as well as unjust manner of doing. 
In no other business is an apprentice or novice paid the same wages as a 
first-class hand, though he may work just as many hours in a day, work at 
the same kind of labor, and work just as faithfully. Skill and experience 
should be rewarded. Yet in teaching, the man who has had the experience 
of years in the school room ; who has spent his money and his time to 
properly qualify himself for his duties, receives just the same wages as the 
young lad or miss who has, perhaps, never taught a school before, and who 
has just managed to get a very inferior certificate. Any person can see 
the injustice of this. 

V. MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

The first and second of the difficulties under which we labor, can be pro- 
perly remedied only by more money. And we haven't got any more money. 
Cambria county now pays a higher rate of taxation than any other county 
in the State. She does this cheerfully, because the education of her /chil- 
dren is the one object nearest to her heart. And where is the money to 
come from ? We think that money for the support of public schools should 
be levied by an equalized rate of taxation over the State. 

It is believed, that by an equalized rate of taxation of ten mills on the 
dollar, a sufficient sum of money could be raised to keep the schools of 
the Commonwealth open eight months in the year, and pay $30 per month ; 
and better wages for proportionately shorter terms; and when we take into 
consideration the higher valuation of real estate as fixed by the last tri-en- 
nial assessment, the large increase in our population, and the consequently^ 
larger per capita tax, and the greatly enlarged State appropriation here- 
after to be made, it is believed that our schools could be kept open six 
months in the year, and our teachers paid salaries according to their qnali- 
fioations, of from $40 to $70 per month. 

The remedy for obstacle number three, will suggest itself. There is not 
a school director in Cambria county who will not see the manifest injustice 
and impropriety of the present plan. It is hoped that they will adopt 
measures to obviate it. A fair rate of wages should be made the standard 
for medium certificates, say certificates that would average from two to two- 
and-a-half ; then for certificates that would average better than this, lei 
them pay, say five dollars a month more, and for those that would avqrago 
worse, five dollars less. In this way it would not cost a district much if 
any more than by the present way of giving medium wages to all alike — 
not at least unless they should get all good teachers, and then they shotild 
be willing to pay a little more. In this way they would encourage our 
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teachers to excellence, they would reward merit, and they would do what 
they profess to be so desirous of doing, fill their schools with competent and 
deserving teachers. 



CAMERON COUNTY.— J. B. Johnson. 

In writing this report I shall endeavor to follow the suggestions of the 
School Department. 

I. EDUCATIONAL PROGR£SS IN THE COUNTY. 

That there has been progress in our schools during the year, the careful 
and interested observer will not deny, but that much necessary work wat? 
left undone, must also be admitted. Were all the important and progrtse- 
sive matters and things pertaining to our schools properly disposed of, in 
so brief a period of time as a year, the most enthusiastic would be happily 
disappointed. Upon looking over the field of labor, at the close of another 
year, and contrasting its appearance with that of the previous one, can 
conscientiously say that we have moved forward, in many respects; while 
of others, (perhaps of a more important character,) it may, with a co 
science equally free and clear, be said, that we have stood firm and un- 
moved in our apathy and indiiference, as the massive rock imbedded in the 
silent repose of the Alleghcnies. 

There has been no progress in the grading of schools. Emporium has 
the only one in the county, and it is not what it should be. At present 
there are only two grades, while there should be three, at least. In my re- 
port of last year I suggested that there was another house needed in Em- 
porium borough, for the reason that the present one is not in the centre of 
the town ; but I have infonned myself more fully in the matter in the mean- 
time, and will frankly say, that in my opinion it would be very unwise, as 
well as detrimental to the interests of the schools, to build a new school 
house, unless the old one could be disposed of. The rapid growth of our 
thriving borough, and the increase of pupils, make it necessary to provide 
larger accommodations, and adopt a more thorough and systematic course 
of instruction, and to meet these demands, one of two things should l)e 
done at once — either build an addition to the present house, suitable to ac- 
commodate several additional grades or departments, or adopt the other 
course. There are at least two hundred boys and girls in the borough to- 
day who should go to the borough schools, and I believe that when the 
proper step shall have been taken for their accommodation, they will flock 
thither* 
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Two new school houses have been built; one in Gibson, and the other In 
Lumber. They are fine houses, and reflect much credit upon the different 
boards for manifesting such a progressive spirit. They are commodious — • 
supplied with good furniture, and well arranged. They will bear a careful 
inspection, and we trust that others will ''come this way — see for them* 
selves, and go and do likewise." They are a decided improvement on those 
lately built in other parts of the county. Where intelligent, enterprising 
and progressive men are elected to the office of school director, there need 
be no fear of finding small, uncomfortable and uninviting school houses. 

No attention is given to school grounds ; no improvemeut in shade trees^ 
and scarcely a single house is properly fenced. 

In furniture and apparatus there has been no improvement made, except 
in Emporium. Here the boai'd supplied the higher department with a full 
set of Uhlinger's patent desks and seats, including a fine teacher's desk. 
Such an important and decided step meets with favor among our intelli« 
gent and liberal-minded men, and when such support the right it is the 
duty of those in authority to march onward, notwithstanding they hear the 
cry of a few " constitutional" fault finders — retreat. 

Through the liberality of a few friends, the primary department was well 
supplied with apparatus. 

Many of the houses in the county are much in need of repairs, and un- 
less some of these are re-fitted soon, they will be pronounced " unfit for 
use" hereafter. 

We are sorry that Grove had its schools open only four months, and 
Gibson only a fraction over, but, at the same time, it was a noble motive 
that caused them to take such a course. Their finances having become 
somewhat "hard up," they concluded they would not "get above their 
business," and employ teachers without being able to pay them for their 
labor, within a reasonable length of time after they had earned their salary, 
and more too. This is a xery humane resolve, and I trust that the teach- 
ers of Shippen will soon hear the welcome voice, " when your work is done 
your money is ready^^^ instead of being met with orders, and no CAsh (in 
the treasury,) but plenty of discount days, and no interest. I have been 
asked so frequently, by many a noble and worthy, but needy teacher, "why 
is it that we cannot get our money when our work is done? when do you 
think we can get it, &c.?" that I have come to the conclusion that it is mar* 
ally wrong for any district to receive the services of good and true teach- 
ers for years, without pay. My sympathy is decidedly with the teacher 
that is "worthy of his hire," and I am glad to know that his wants are 
being taken into consideration by the proper authorities, and I believe, can 
safely say, that with the present administration of school affairs in Ship, 
pen and Gibson, "there is a better time coming," and Grove will no doubt 
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come out triamphAnt in due time^ aIso. The other districts are sound on 

finances* 

fkere has been no decided change in the qunlifications of teachers. The 
Wages have advanced. The highest salary ia t:ie co«ntj was paid to W. B. 
Poster, Esq^ teacher in Emporium^ who received sixt^y dollars per month, 
^ippen pays the loweM salary in the <^o«nty. 

An independent district was formed out of parts x>f Gibson and Orove, 
^and in operation during the year. It has no house yet, but rents one, for 
school pFurposes. Oae house was detached from Shippen and attached to 
Lnmbeiv. 

In some difi(tiidts directors visit schools regularly^ while in others they 
visit only oocastonally, and in one district, not a siogle visit l\y a director 
lias come to m^ Mottoei^ or the teachers. 

It. KDuoAtF9!iiLL W0R& Doi^ifi BY stnpnurrsKDfem. 

Hiis has consisted pcincitmlly in visiting schools, delivering addresses^ 
holding examinations, oooducting Ike county institutes^ holding educa^ 
tional meetings, correspondence, and having consultations with directors^ 
patrons and friends. Sixt^'^ve addresses were delivered, firom ten minutes 
to half an hour in length. The wK>rk done was comlderabiy greater than 
that of the previous yeaf, and still more is promised in the future. For 
%lie details of my labors I refer the reader to the statiE^ical report. But 
it ^ould be known that the work of the Superintendent is by no means 
conined to the items therein set forth, for there are multitudes of minor 
things that occupy his mind and time^ 

The County institute was a grand success. This is a new feature in the 
educational work of the county, and it is expected that as it grows in age 
and experience it will mature the seed that has been so careAilly sown. 
The instructions were eminently able and practical, and all went away with 
wiser minds, and better heaits. Thirty-six teachers were in attendance. 
Had not sickness of myself and family for about three months kept me 
from the field of labor, just previous to the convening of the institute, I am 
tcxmfident that a still larger number would have been brought to the '^ fold." 

III. XDUOATIONAL WORK DONE BT OTHER AGENCIES. 

l?he high school at Enterprise, in Independent district, is doing a good 
educational work. It is owned by John Brooks, Esq., a citizen of much 
progress and enterprise, and is under his immediate supervision. It is W0ll 
supplied with modem desks and seats; also with apparatus, and a cabinet 
organ. The preceptress is a lady of fine attainments and large experience, 
mnd np<m a brief obsemration of her *^ modus operandi" in the school room,.. 
ym can nay to the teadiers, go thither and seek knowledge, and ye shall 
4 School Rep. 
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find it. Our stay was made Terry pleasant, and before we Mtftlie students 
enlivened the oecasion with yocal and instrumental music. The branches 
taught are common and higher English, Latin, French, and mnsic. A com- 
mercial department was also in operation for a time, which was in charge 
of a very excellent gentleman, and a graduate of the Commercial college 
at Poughkcepsie. This school is located in a pleasant locality, and i» es- 
specially comrnendable f&r its moral influences. The select, or private 
school, at Sterling Run, was alse^ a source of much benefit to the cause, a9 
it not only had for its aim the education of the younger class, but the 
improvement of teachers, also. The school was conducted by Dr. J. T* 
Laning, a teacher of many years successful experience, am excellent scholar, 
and a good disciplinarian. There were a number of schools of this class 
open in different parts of the county, but as I had not the opportunity of 
risiting them, I cannot say anything about their secret workings. I am 
not favorably Impressed with the motives that generally create and sustain 
our select schools. Their supporters frequently seek such a channel, mtore 
for the gratification of their own whkns, than for the benefit of their chil- 
dren, and these generally manifest veiy little, if any, interest in the suc- 
cess of public schools* 

The press of the county is in a great degree inactive in regard to public 

schools, but the columns of the several papers are generally open gratis 

^T examinations, and other official notices. It is to be hoped that their 

>Vable pens" may hereafter be wielded with unceasing vigor in favor of our 

.educational interests. Much credit is due the editor of the ^ Cameron 

CouMly PresSj^^ for gratuitously lending the columns of his paper for the 

publication of the proceedings of the County institute. The pulpit is, gen- 

i:ally speaking, silent in regard to common school education. 

We have many directors who are bearing the system upward and onward, 
and without disrespect to any that may have formerly occupied the posi- 
tion, I am of the opinion that we have more enterprise, more progress, and 
more talent in our present boardf of direxjtors than at any previous time, 
and if they carry out the work -which they have so well begun, we may 
expect much from this agency in the future. 

IV. OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

Irregular attend {\ nee is one of the greatest obstacles in the way of im- 
provement. Want of interest on the part of parents and directors in the 
visitations of schools, is another very serious impediment in the way of 
progress. Very often parties become dissatisfied with teachers, or school 
government, without ever visiting the school, (the proper place to go for 
• information,) consequently they ^^go it blind,'' in their attempt to create 
a small rebellion^ whenever a discordant note is sounded in their ears. A 
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lack of umfofmity of text-books must also be h«Te spoken of. The Em- 
poriiim board has adopted a uniform series of books, and has carried the 
work to tjompletion, which is the on Zy instance in the county. Others say 
they have adopts a uniform series, but upon visiting their schools, nothing 
of the kind can be seen. Short terms and frequent changes of teachers 
cannot do much good, and shouM be discontinued wheTe\^r practicable. 
The salaries of teachers are satisfactory in some parts, while in others 
they are entirely too low. It is false economy to pay a paltry sum for the 
services of teachers. Those districts which pay "living wages," are blessed 
with talented, honest, and competent teachers ; while those of the former 
class have much difficulty in finding even poor, inexperienced, and indif- 
ferent ** hands" for their schooh. The miyority of districts, however, have 
already taken the right course, and I believe are paying as much, if not 
more, than our sister counties; and, as we have already stated, we have no 
reason to tfear any backward movement, with th,e present forces in the field. 
So little interest is shown by patrons and directors in regard to examina- 
tions, that w6 are obliged to say, that in this respect, the cause comes in 
contact with perhaps the most important obstacles, I have labored faith- 
fully to get out as many as I possibly could, but in this I have but par- 
tially succeeded. From this indifference, perhaps more misrepresentations 
arise of an unpleasant nature than any one other. We are very much in 
need of a Normal «chool for the proper education of our teachers. An 
effort has been made by our citizens to raise funds for the establishment of 
such an institution at an early day, and we sincerely hope that it may be 
anccessful. Certificates are still granted to applicants, occasionally, from 
whom I would withhold them, were it not that the schools could not other- 
wise be supplied, on account of a "dearth" of teachers; but of such I de- 
mand improvement, in order to obtain a certificate at a subsequent exami- 
nation* Another obstacle is the neglect of the boards to have their ac- 
counts audited yearly, and a statement of the same published, as the law 
requires. This has been the cause of a great deal of dissatisfaction among 
the tax-payers, and very justly so, for they have a right to know whether 
the funds raised for certain purposes have been properly appropriated. Not 
a single board in the county ever published such a statement in the papers, 
or otherwise, to my knowledge, since the organization of the county, save 
OI1&-— that of Emporium, 

V. MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

A series of books should be adopted, and insisted on, in every district 
in the county. Every house should be furnished with a suitable black* 
board. Eight-tenths of those now on hand are ''unfit for use." Appa- 
ratus should be placed in each house where it can possibly be done. A 
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closer union of all interested m tfte Buccess of our sjstetff of connnoii 
schools is. absolutely necessary to promote improvement. I agroe with 
those Tfho are of tbe opinkm that the number of directors sliould be re 
duced to three, aBd properly compensated lor the diecharge of their ckities. 
Additional changes suggest Ibemselves, bat lliey have already been agitated 
by others, and I will speak of tbem at a m«Nre convenient aeasoD. Those 
efiected by the late supplement to tbe schoai law meet with general finror^ 
In conclusion, ^me of tbe most important featufe»wbicb were spoken 
of in my prerious report a» baving been nei^ected,. have sincer beeo raae-^ 
died, and with tbe experience oi another year, I Iruel we shall all be 
wiser and better fitted to fSQ our various statvons. 1 shall endeavor, if life 
and health permit, t€> prosecute tbe work belbre me with renewed perse- 
verance and energy. I would again express my thanks for the kindnesa 
which I have generally received throughout the county, while ia tbe per^ 
formance of my official labors. 
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Educational proipress wa» slow, bat onward, and, in moay instances, rery 
perceptible and encouraging* This may be seen in tbe grounds selected^ 
and the improved homses erected tbereon, during tbe paet year^ Tbe im^^ 
proved f nmituie, tbe belfriea, tbe paint,. tbe leace» aronnd tbe grounds, and 
the out-buildings, all show that progress is tbe watebword. Beven new 
bouses were built dunng tbe year. One good,- substantial brick bouse at 
Farry ville, thirty- four by fifty-four feet, with a projection of nine by twenty^ 
four feet in front, for entrance balls*, it ie well finished,. and furnished with 
bkick'boards,maps and cbarts^and basement nnderneathfor beatei»andcoal } 
whole cost $5,000. One good plank bouse in Banks township. Biae and 
plan very nearly same as above, and cost $2,500^ The above-mentioned 
bouses reflect much credit on the direetore of those dlstricl&y and their good 
example should be followed by other directors. The other houses built are 
as follows; Two in Kidder*^ one in Lower Towameneing; erne in Franklin^ 
and one in Lehighton borough, at a cost of from $600 to $2,5^0.^ The di' 
rectors of East Mauch Chunk furnished one school with anatomioal charts,, 
maps, and a few pieces of the apparatus most important in a school room. 
Through the energy of Mr. Rice, principal of the Kauch Cktink higb school,, 
biaroom was furnished with a fine oabinet organ, air pwsip,.eleetric moehine, 
and someotherphikmcrphicalandchemicalapparatus^ Theaewereipurchased 
from the proceeds of entertainments held by the pupib of the high sckooU 
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Excepting these two sckools, but very little has been doae towardR sap- 
plying the schools with apparatws. In some instances salaries hare been in- 
creased, and terms lengthened. The schools of Lehtghton borough, East 
Welssport, and Parry ville were graded, and much Improved. The directors 
and eltisens seem to be nore interested in the snecess of the public schools, 
and visits from them are more frequent than formerly. 

QuaUJications of Teachers. — We have some very excellent teachers, 
both male and female, who are faithful workers in the cause of education, 
and do their whole duty in the school room and out of it. This is evident 
from the manner in which we find them conducting their recitations^ and 
in the management of their schools in general, as well as from the amount 
of general information they are found to possess at the annual examina- 
tions. But while we have a few of the above class, we have too niany who 
do not feel sufficient interest in their sehools to make previous preparation 
for the work befoise them, consequently they appear before their classes with* 
out having anything new or interesting to say or present to them, so that 
their schools are <eompelled to pass through the daily routine of book les- 
sons witlM>ut anjr effort on the part of the teadier to relieve the monotony, 
or increase the pupil's interest. They attend some academy, or select 
school, just long enough to make suflleient advancement in their studies to 
pass the annual examinations, and seeure ordinary certificates. They have 
then reached the height of their ambition, and make no dirther effort at 
advancement in their studies. Instead of aiding and enecrauaging their 
pupils from rich stores of accnmulated lor^, onward and upward, they ap* 
pear as marsh lights in a misty night, only to seduce or lead them into the 
quagmires of knowledge, and there leave them to struggle and help them- 
selves as best they can. Of this latter class the profession i^uld be re- 
lieved as speedily as possible, and Ihis can only be accomplished by eon. 
slant vigilance and care on the part of the Superintendent in examining 
teachers and granting certificates, and directors must lengthen the terms 
And pay salaries that will attract applicants to the place of examination. 
When good teachers are secured, directors should try and retain them by 
holding out some inducement for them to remain, because talent, experience 
and energy of character that will make them successful teachers, will aUo 
fit them for more lucrative positions in other callings. Here is one of the 
difficulties that we meet, and it must be removed before we can secure and 
retain good teachers. Directors should make note of this. 

EDUCSATIOVAL WOBX DONE BT THE SUPBBINTXVDBirT. 

Public examinations were held in each district, and were conducted in 
tb^ same manner as stated in my last report* I have had no reason for 
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changing my former course. The number of teachers examined, grade of 
certificates, &c., may be found by referring to the statistical report. All 
the schools in the county were visited twice and many of them three 
and four times ; the average time spent in each school wa» about three 
hours. - The course pursued was the same as that mentioned in my last re- 
port. The annual institute was held at Mauch Chunk, in November, and 
continued in session for five days. It was attended by about seventy teach- 
ers, and was the most successful institute ever held in the county. I at- 
tended and assisted in giving instruction at seven district institutes. 

f 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AOENCIES. 

The Carbon academy, the Oiily private institution of the kind in the 
county, did a good work in the past year in giving special normal instruc- 
tion to a large number of young men and women who were preparing to 
take chaTge of schools. A few of the clergymen of the county have come 
up mAnfuUy to the work and assisted and encouraged us at our annual in- 
stitute. I hope assistance from this source wtUf rapidly increase, until every 
dergyman in the county will be identified with the great popular educa- 
tional movement of the age. 

District Institutes^ — The interest in many of our distiict institutes, seems 
to be on the. decline. This is owing to the fact that teacliers tbemeelveB 
take so little interest in them that they are neither intevesting nor instruct 
tive. Directors do not feel disposed to pay teachers for the purpose of 
meeting together semi-monthly to have a social chat about current events 
of the day, and then retiring without having said or attempted to say or 
do anjrthing for the benefit of their schools, or in preparing themselves Ibr 
the better discharge of their duties in the sdiool room. In a few districts, 
where teachers take a lively interest in'them,. good results are apparent. 

OBSTACLES IN TOE WAT 09 IMPROVEMENT. 

The great obstacles in the way of improvement are short terms, low sala- 
ries, poor school houses, irregular attendance, and a want of interest, in 
some instances, on the part of directors^ and very freq^isently on. the part 
of parents. 
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EDUCATIONAL PAOGBSSS IN THJE COUMTT. 

Sixteen new sdhool bouses have been built during the year: Benner, 
one; Boggs, one; Gregg, one*, Harns, one; Huston, one; Liberty, one; 
Miles, one; Penn, one; Potter, one; Phflipsburg, one; Rush, two; Snow- 
Shoe, one ; Spring, two, and Worth, one. These are all good, substantial 
houses, constructed in accordance with the best modem plans. The house 
built at Philipsburg is a large frame building, thirty six by fifty-five feet, 
two stories high, the lower story thirteen feet, and the upper twelve feet 
clear ; also a basement «tory for fuel, Ac. It has fbur rooms, all of whioh 
are uniform in size and arrangements ; all accessible fr-om a hall in the ' 
centre of the building, and well lighted and ventilated. The school rooms 
are fUrnished with the most approved furniture, from Bufialo, N. Y. Each 
room has seventy-two square feet of black-board surface. Size of rooms 
inside, thirty-five by twenty-three feet Size of ground, three hundred and 
thirty-six by two hundred and forty feet, with street on all sides. Cost 
of ground, building, and furniture, $5,S00l 

The two houses built in Siting district are fine structures, worthy of 
imitation. Directors of districts wishing to build, wonld do well to ex- 
amine these structures before completing their plans. The house built at 
Powelton, in Rush district, oontains two large rooms ; the schools having 
been graded. The one built in Miles is a fine brick building, and cost, in- 
vading three-fourths of an acre of ground, some $1,800. 

Bellefonte, Half moon, Haines, Walker, and probably Liberty, Taylor 
and Penn, will build this summer. The one at Bellefonte, now under con- 
tract, is to be a commodious stone building with eight rooms, the probable 
cost of which will be about $22,000. At Eagleville, in Liberty district, a 
larger and more suitable house is needed ; the one now used being inade- 
quate to the wants of the town. 

Apparatus. — I>uring the year Pierce's seven inch magnetic globe has 
been introduced into the schools of Curtin, Haines, Halfhioon, Huston, 
Milesburg, Miles, Rush, Snow-Shoe, Spring, Baylor, Walker, Worth, 
Uniouville, (twelve inch,) and Hoibrook's eight inch globe into those of 
Bumside, Boggs, Farmers' Mills, Marion, Bellefonte, (twelve inch.) The 
districts without out-line maps, are Boggs, Huston, Miles, Penn, Worth. 
Gregg and Liberty have each one or two old sets in the district. All the 
other didtricts are now ^mishcd with these valuable aids. Many of our 
schools are also furnished with Bechler's map of the world, a new map of 
tilie United States, and astronomical charts, some also with writing tablets. 
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The directors of the first aboye nanied districts merit praise for making 
this valuable addition to the implements with which the teacher is to per^ 
form his work. What the child sees it will remember; hence^ no verbal ex- 
planation can be made as satisiactorj to the joang mind as the illustrations 
afforded by apparatus. Those who clamor against what they call the Bse- 
less introdaction of apparatus, would do well to look back to the day when 
the use of the black-board, and the study of grammar, mental arithmetic^ 
&c., were accounted a doubtful utility, and met with dislavor. 

Schools^ — ^Whole number one hundred and ninety-two — an increase of ten 
on last year. Of these, forty-five are graded, eight having been graded dur« 
ing the year, and are all doing well ; a proof of the utiMty of graded schools 
wherever practicable. Zion and Stormstown are now the only villages of 
any account, in the county, without graded schools. Most of our schools 
were kept open only four months, in some half doxen districts five months^ 
while Halfmoon had six, and Bellefonte nine months. Bellefonte and Ftnl- 
ipsburg took the lead in the county for teachers' wages, paying $100, and 
$75 per month to males, and $32, and $44 for females, respectively- The 
Bible was read daily in all the schools except one ; History of the United 
States was taught in about one hundred and twenty, and the higher nvathe^ 
matics in twelve. Much improvement has been made in the clmssi^fieaiion 
of the schools. The number studying mental arithmetic, grammar, &c., in 
the county, being almost double that of any previous year, whilst some six 
hundred of our boys and girls studied United States history, to less than 
seventy last year. In methods and thoroughness of instruction I think 
much has been done, especially in reading, spelling and geography. Out* 
line maps, (in some districts heretofore neglected,) globes, &e., were made 
daily use of in nearly all the schools, in some being made to supersede the 
text-book. 

Teachers^ — In behalf of our teachers it is due to state that they, with 
few exceptions, are using every means afforded Ibr improvement, and a 
spirit of progression is plainly perceptiblew The methods of instruction 
are improved ; books on teaching and governing perused, and institutes 
and Normal schools attended. A large number of our teachers are eon^ 
stant readers of the School Journal^ the Educator^ or some other educ»« 
tional Journal. During the year three fkithfol teachers departed this life^ 
namely : Charles Hill, Samuel W. Fletcher and John H. Rumberger.. 

XnvOATIONAL WOEK BONE BT SVPEEINTENPSNT. 

ExaminatiouSm — Number of public oxaminatioDS held, twenty-five. Pri-» 
vate, or rather special examinations, two, these having been held at the 
written request of directors. The public examinations occupied one day 
each, except the one at the close of the County Normal school^ which ocou^ 
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pied two days, with a class of fifty-one. These special examinations were 
held after the close of the regular examinations, fbr the benefit of such as 
could not attend at the proper time. Number of males examined, one hun- 
dred and five ; females, one hundred and four. Number of provisional cer- 
tificates issued, one hundred and seventy-nine ; professional, eight ; rejected) 
twenty-two. The examinations were generally well attended. 

Uniformity of Books — At nearly all the examinations f\ill boards of 
directors were present. The important duty of determining upon a uni- 
form series of books was generall}' taken into consideration on this day, 
the result of which is, that in almost every district there is now a uniformity 
of books, where, a year ago, there was an utter waut of it. Heretofore it 
was not an uncommon thing to have a partial change of books with every 
change of teachers, usually every winter, the teachers recommending cer- 
tain books, and teaohing them without consulting the directors, and when 
asked (during my visits,) what books were adopted by the board, the aa* 
8wer would generally be that they did not know. To meet this difficulty I 
famished blank cards, which have been filled out by the directors, signed 
and put up securely in every school room in the county, prescribing the 
books to be used, and forbiding the use of any others. Thus th^ directors 
are carrying out what they, and none other, have authority to do. 

Visitatums. — Number of visits made, 281. As before, I collected statis- 
tics, inquired into the organization of the school, noted the methods of in- 
struction and governing, and gave such advice and encouragement as the ' 
condition of the school, and the qualifications of the teacher, seemed to re- 
quire, and I might add, that I am certain that by teachers and pupils my 
labor was appreciated. In most of tliese visits I was accompanied by di- 
rectors — 174 in all my visits. In some districts the secretary or president 
accompanied me to all the schools in the district ; in large districts, even, 
requiring foui* or five days, while in others almost the entire board accom- 
panied me. Many of our directors are amongst our most intelligent men, 
and have the good of the schools at heart ; but not all are such, for here as 
elsewhere, men who take no interest whatever in schools, are frequently put 
in for directors. 

Several hundred lettM*s were written to directors and teachers, giving 
advice and information relative to school a&irs. I labored 267 days in 
the discharge of official duties. If any thing has been left undone which 
might have conduced more fully to the good of the schools, it is because I 
was not aware of it. I tried fully to carry out the spirit of the law, and 
in urging a full compliance with it I necessarily had to be in advance of a 
I)ortion of our people. A feeling of opposition, in several districts, to the 
practical working of the system, which has existed since the establishment 
of the County Superintendency, culminated last winter in the circulation 
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of a few petitions for the abolition of the office. The friends of the system 
were, however, too numerous in the county to concede to retrogression, and 
the thing collapsed. 

In order to give special instruction in teaching, a " County Normal 
schooV^ was opened last summer, which was attended by about sixty teachers. 

Foriy educational meetings were attended during the year. Some were 
held with directors for consultation, and others with teachers and citizens. 

Attendance. — Irregular attendance is ^Hhe great drawback to general 
advancement in learning." Parents do not reflect on the great injury they 
do their children, in allowing them to remain from school on every trifling 
occasion. Teachers are, also, sometimes responsible for the irregular at- 
tendance of their pupils. The school must be made interesting, and the 
room and exercises pleasant. To aid in this work, and since the shortness 
of the term, (four months generally, 75 to 80 days,) and the number of 
schools (192) prevented me from visiting all twice, I furnished, at my own 
expense, all the teachers in the county with blanks for reports, to be made 
out and sent to me at the close of each month, setting forth the whole num- 
ber of pupils, the average number, the percentage of attendance during 
month and term, the number studying £he diflerent branches, and whether 
daily use was made of the out-line maps, kc. From these, a monthly re- 
port or summary was published in the county newspapers, naming each 
school, taking care to have the pupils know what was being done. The 
result of this was a largely increased attendance over last year. The best 
term attendance was 92 per cent, in ^^ Stover's school," Miles district, Hen- 
ry E. Meyer, teacher ; and the best monthly attendance, 97 per cent, in ths 
Milesburg high school, F. W. Campbell, teacher. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONS BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

The Aaronsburg, Penn Hall, and Pine Grove academies rendered mate- 
rial aid, by organizing "Normal classes," and furnishing teachers. At 
Belief onte, also, a norm*al class was conducted by J. H. Rankin, Esq. There 
are, at present, in operation in the county, the Penn Hall, Aaronsbui^ 
Boalsburg and Bellefonte academies, the " Nittany Valley institute," the 
" Eden" school, at TJnionville, besides a number of select schools in diffbv- 
ent parts of the county. A "Normal institute" will be held at Rebers- 
burg, after harvest. The Pennsylvania Agricultural college^ under the 
management of its distinguished president, John Frazier, well known to 
the friends of education in this State, exerts a beneficial influence, though 
not directly bearing upon the common schools. 

Institutes. — ^The County Teachers' institute held at Millheim, in Decem- 
ber, was one of the most successful meetings of the kind ever held in the 
county. It continued five days. Number of actual members present, oim 
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hundred and sixty. Number of honorary members present, fifty. Largest 
number of spectators present at one time, (estimated,) six hundred. But 
few district institutes were held. The State Teachers^ association held its 
last annual meeting in Bellefonte. The attendance was large, and the ex- 
ercises interesting and profitable. It was duly appreciated by our citi- 
zens, and together with our County institute, exerted a salutary influence 
on the educational interests of our county. 

The Press, — The local press of Bellefonte — the " Watchman^^^ " Press j^^ 
and ^'Advertizery^* have most generously aided in the cause of our schools. 
Their columns have at all times been open for educational articles. The 
thanks and patronage of a generous public are due them. 

Pulpit, — I believe our clergy are all on the side of education. Ministers 
of diflTerent denominations attend the institutes and examinations, and oc- 
casionally visit the schools; but it is very seldom we hear a ^^kind word for 
the schools," A*om the pulpit. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAT OF IBfPROVEMENT. 

School FumHure, — While most of our school houses are well supplied 
with seats, arranged with strict regard to comfort and order, there are yet 
iome rather poorly supplied. Number with insufficient furniture, fifty- 
four: Burnside, one; HalAnoon, four; Sprmg, one; Rush, one; Bellefonte, 
two; Benner, one; Boggs, five; Curtin, two; Ferguson, seven; Haines, 
four; Ilarris, two; Huston, one; Liberty, two; Miles, three; Patton, three; 
Penn, one; Potter, six; Taylor, one; Union, four; Walker, (Hublersburg,) 
two ; Worth, one. Of these, some are still of that ancient style which con- 
sists of a single desk, or row of desks, around the walls, with the children 
to face the walls ; seats without backs, and so high that the feet of the pu- 
pils do not reach the fioor by six inches. It is to be regretted that there 
is still some new furniture of this style being put into the school houses 
Only last fall, Miles district furnished a room with injurious furniture, 
against the suggestion of the County Superintendent, and the better J udfif- 
ment of the directors; because ^^the carpenter thought this would do as 
wellP^ Will not parents who love their children as "the apple of their 
eye," but who frequently urge directors to put up " cheap houses," soon see 
that sitting for six mortal hours on high benches, without backs, the body 
leaning forward on the stomach, and with feet swinging in mid-air, between 
bench and floor, must be exceedingly detrimental to health ? 

Last year I paid special attention to having the school houses ventilated. 
There are still some, however, that need improvement in this way. 

Out-buildings, — We would again remind the directors, that every feeling 
of decency demands the erection of out-buildings; about one-half of the 
school houses iu the county being without them. 
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MEA6UBE8 CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

We think the time has come when something ought to be done to relieve 
the poorer and more sparsely settled districts. We have districts in the 
county which can readily keep their schools in operation for five months, 
employing good teachers, with a tax of two mills on the dollar, whilst others 
can barely have four months, with low salaries to teachers, at the highest 
rate allowed by law. We think legislation on this subject would be wise. 

District Supervision. — We need a most rigid district supervision. I am 
fully convinced that nothing would "pay" better than regular monthly 
visits from a competent district superintendent, as the law now requires, 
were it carried out. 

Visits from directors have always a salutary influence, but very often 
unpaid directors do not feel inclined to assume that authority, and take the 
amount of pains and trouble which the case demands. A law changing 
the number of directors to three, and allowing them reasonable compensa- 
would, we think, be an improvement. 

School Grounds, — It is important that the places of instruction should 
be made attractive to the young, so that they made be led to resort to them 
with pleasure. This could be promoted by adorning and beautifying the 
school grounds. If all persons in a sub-district, or in the vicinity of a 
school house, were to assemble occasionally and devote a half day, or day, 
to the improvement of the grounds, by grading, fencing, planting trees, 
shrubbery, Ac, it would re-pay them doubly by the lasting influence it would 
exert on their children who are to be educated there. 

The want of a State Normal school is seriously felt. Our newspapers 
are agitating the question, and, we trust, an effort will be made during the 
present year to establish such school in this county. 

Miscellaneous, — The following table of statistics collected from diflTerent 
sources, and with considerable trouble, maybe of interest: 

Whole number of inmates in county jail for the year 46 

Number who could not read 14 

" *' read a little 29 

" " « well 1 

" were well educated 2 

" intemperate _9 

Cost of supporting prisoners' department $1, 275 00 

Other expenses attending the conviction and punishment of 

crime in the county 1, 180 00 

Cost of erecting new jaU, (in 1867) 61,450 00 

54.505 00 
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Whole ntlfflber of paupers in the county for the year, .«./.*.,. 100 

Number who could not read. . . * ,........, ^. . . . 50 

** " read a little , 37 

" " " well 9 

** were well educated. .........* , . . 3 

" intemperate* '. 13 

Conclunan, — In conclusion, I would return my thanks to the many kind 
friends for their assistance and generous hospitality* 
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A single year brings but few changes to the schools in a county so old 
as Chester ; and as my views in regard to the dcrfldencies, character and 
qualifications of teachers, the objects and methods of examination, th« 
utility and practicability of school visitation, and the influence of oar niv- 
merous private schools upon the public school interest, have been so tre* 
quently and fully given in former report*— especially in those of 186^3, 186^ 
and 1867 — it seems both appropriate and convenient to heed the sugges' 
tion of the School Department in regard to the brevity of this, my eighth 
annual report. 

I. SDtOATlOlCAL PaOOBESSL 

1. Graded Schools. — In West Chester, Phcsnixville, CoatesviUe^ Down* 
lugtown, Kennett Square and Oxford, and in the villages of Marshalton^ 
8ugartown, Unionville and Waynesburg, the schools are more or less per* 
fectly graded* But on account of the unwise importunity of parents, the 
influence of directors, the want of room, the want of suitable books, the 
want of judgment, the inherent difficulty of a doty which attempts to adjust 
and give expressional value to so many, and such various and variously 
modified elements of intellectual character, or for some other reason, the 
grading in some of these schools, and to some extent probably in all, is 
Bomewhat unsatisfactory. Pupils are struggling with studies beyond theif 
reach. 

2. Houses and Orounds.^^'Sen and good hotiseshave been built in Charles^ 
town, London Orove^ London Britain, Lower Oxford, West Marlborough, 
Pho^nixville, East Yincent and Wallace ; while in East Fdflowfield, East- 
town and West Pikeland four houses have been very mticb improved by 
repairs. Increased attention is given to seheol ground* ift the way of en< 
larging, fencing and setting with treea* ^ 
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3. Furniture and Apparatus. — Some sixteen houses have been supplied 
with new and improved furniture. Some 122 in ail are furnished with 
globes, a few have writing charts, and a large number Emmon's astronom- 
ical chart, and MitchelPs, CornelPs or Pelton's out-line maps. Many of 
our schools are entirely destitute of apparatus. An excellent teacher, who 
evinced her power over her pupils by securing 93 per cent, of attendance, 
for the term, in a rural district — the highest attained by any teacher in the 
county — reports her apparatus "three hickory pointers." Such a teacher 
would u^e apparatus to some good purpose, if provided, though I fear that 
many of our teachers would not. 

4. Qualifications and Salaries of Teachers, — Teachers have shown an 
uncommon interest in their schools. Their methods of instruction have 
improved, and greater regularity of attendance has beeen secured. This 
increased interest I attribute largely to the inflnence of the last teachers' 
institute, at which new methods of awakening interest among pupils were 
presented, and more than ever before, the minds of the teachers were int^r^ 
penetrated, and an unprecedented zeal and enthusiasm enkindled. 

Wages have improved a little. In some districts where the statistics 
show a lower average, the seeming decrease has been caused by employing 
additional teachers at lower salaries, and not by paying the regular teachers 
less. In some instances, teachers after trial, have had their wages advanced 
more than thirty per cent. This was secured by showing efficiency, and 
not by complaining about poor compensation, all of which might be true 
enough, doubtless, but not useful. 

II. WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Ten weeks were spent in holding public examinations, and between f\ye 
and six weeks in attending teachers' institutes. School visitation has not 
been prosecuted as vigorously as in former years, means of conveyance 
having been worn out, and the salary not being sufficient to furnish a great 
amount of " transportation," when the expenses thus incurred would be 
one or two dollars daily in excess of the wages. Opportunity has thus 
been afforded to admire the wisdom of the Legislature in making it the 
duty of the Superintendent to visit the schools " as often as practicable." 

The visits made were generally longer than heretofore, and more educa- 
tional lectures were given. Many of the observations made during visits, 
with criticisms and suggestions, were written out and published in one of 
our county papers ; and thus, it is thought, more interest has been awaken- 
ed in school matters and management than in any preceding year. 

III. WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

First under this head should be mentioned the Teachers' institute, held in 
October, 1867. 4n the number of teachers attending, in punctuality, in in- 
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terest, earnestness and enthasiasm^ and in the amount, variety ni\.\ q'lality 
of the instruction given, it has not been excelled by any .iDstituto previ- 
ously held in the county. The principal instructors and lecturers were 
Prof. Mark Bailey, and Birdsey G. Northrop, of New Haven, Conn. } Mrs. 
Mary Howe Smith, of Oswego, N. Y. ; Dr. Franklin Taylor, of West Ches. 
ter, and Gen. John Frazer, of Bellefonte, Pa. 

Our numerous private schools have been well sustained generally, and 
have never been doing more efficient work in the common cause of popular 
education. The papers of the county have taken more interest in educa- 
tional matters than ever before, publishing extended accounts of the pro- 
ceedings of the Teachers' institute, and various ajrticles and paragraphs re- 
lating to education. In this good work the American Republican has 
taken the lead. 

Lincoln university, near Oxford, is prosecuting its labors with merited 
success and abundant promise. No school in the county can boast of more 
ability and scholarship in its corps of instructors ; and I can, with the full- 
est confidence recommend it to the patronage and hearty support of all 
who wish to avail themselves of its advantages, or who feel an interest in 
the noble work^-' has undertaken. 

IT. OBSTACLES. 

1. Indifference on the part of very many influential and well meaning 
people, who either have no children to send to school, or who send them to 
private schools. 

2. A low standard in the public mind as to what a school should be. If 
a teacher enters a school, and floats along so gently as not to make a rip- 
ple, it is said that she "gives satisfaction." No one visits the school, 
and no one really knows ^uy thing about it. But as no one complains, all 
are satisfied. I am glad to say that this is changing ; and that the change 
is being effected in the only way pos'^ible — by the teachers themselves. 

The influence of an earnest, positive teacher is felt for miles around. 
Other teachers are stimulated, the community is educated up to some proper 
apprehension of what a school ought to be, and may be made ; and thus 
radiating from various centres, I think I see a good work going forward — 
another effect of teachers' institutes. 

3. Favorili8m,-^ln a number of districts it seems always a foregone con- 
clusion that certain teachers are to be appointed, not because they are good, 
not because better ones can not be obtained, but merely because they have 
been appointed to the same positions before. Sometimes the only reason 
for appointment is that the teacher may earn a living ; and this is under- 
stood perfectly by parents and pupils. Thus, in some instances, is our 
system of pubUc instruction degraded by being made to eke out the system 
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for the suppol't of paupers, and school affairs seem to be adtninistered mof d 
in the interests of the teachers than of the pupils and people. Let no ona 
misunderstand me» It is honorable to earn our own support, and that of 
others if we may ; and there is no more honorable way by which we can do 
it than by teachings But an appointment as teachef can be properly claimed 
or awarded only on the ground of superior, or at least equal, merit, as com* 
pared with others who can be obtained. 

V. MEANS Of IMPROVKMKNT* 

1. Every school should be furnished with a full set of books for the usQ 
of the teacher, with a bible, a medium sised dictionary and a gazetteer. 

S. Directors should make such variations in the salaries paid to the differ^ 
erent teachers as will indicate that merit is appreciated ; and thus indnc« 
teachers to make eflbl't* for improvement* Now in nearly all our districts 
the salaries are uniform for all the schools, without any regard to merit ( 
and the girl who is appointed teacher of the school in which she was last 
year a pupil, receives the same salary as one of skill, culture and success* 
ful experience. In such a state of affairs the tendency is, and must be^ to 
make teachers moi^c anxious to secure a school than to be qualified to teach* 

3» Directors should make personal efforts, in advance of the examination, 
to have good teachers present, and not wait passively and be content to 
accept such as come. Good teachers can be found, and are found by those 
who seek them. Sensible men spend time and money to secure the services 
of skillful workmen in all the arts and labors of life, teaching and training 
the young for an endless future excepted I 

4. Another means of improvement would be to increase the salary of 
the County Superintendent. The erroneous opinion seems quite generally 
to prevail that the county pays this salary, and that every dollar added to 
it is so much taken from the schools of the county. But all these salaries 
are paid by the State, and the amount is deducted from the State appro* 
priation before it is distributed to the different districts. There are thir* 
teen thousand and sixtyone schools in the State ; and if the salary of the 
County Superintendent were raised to $1500, each school in the county would 
not receive so much money from the State as now by nearly two and three* 
eights cents. While Chester is exceeded in wealth, and the amount of tait 
paid, only by Allegheny and Lancaster — Philadelphia having a school sys- 
tem of her own—- and while the number of months taught in all the schools 
of the county, is greater than in any other county, except Allegheny^ Lan* 
CAstenand Luzerne, yet there are eleven Superintendents who receive a larger 
salary than the Superintendent of Chester, and four others still, that le* 
ceive the same* The amount of the salaries of all the Superintendents is 
nearly $70|000. Of this sum Chester eoonty, with a generosity that saoii 
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counties as Lycoming, with one hnndred less schools, more than three 
montlis less term, and three hundred dollars more salary to her County 
Superintendent, ought to appreciate, pays at least $3,500 ;' and with a mod- 
esty that came within three votes of being more modest by $200, she takes, 
for her own County Superintendent, only $1,200. The City Superinten- 
dents have, on an average, less than forty schools each to supervise, and 
no traveling expenses, while their salaries average $1,350. One with four- 
teen schools to superintend, and another with twenty, receive each $1,500. 
This subject, I am confident, is not fully understood by the directors of the 
county ; and as it is one upon which they will be called upon to act during 
the coming school year, I commend it to an intelligent and candid con- 
sideration. Having no longer any personal interest in the matter, but 
having known, fVom the experience of three terms, how inadequate to the 
labors and expenses of the office, when the duties are properly discharged, 
the salary has been, I feel free to recommend, earnestly, that, at the next 
tri-ennial convention it be largely increased. If people think the super- 
intendency useless, let fhem ask the Legislature to abolish it. But while 
there is such an office, it is the part of wisdom, no less than of becoming 
self-respect, to choose a worthy man to fill it, and to stimulate him by ap- 
preciation as expressed in a generous salary. 

5. The directors of the poor should provide better instruction and care 
for the pauper children of the county. Their baker is employed and paid ; 
their teacher is a fellow pauper. "0 tempora, mores P^ 
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I. EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTt. 

t 

We have only ten graded schools ; two in Clarion, two in Strattonville, 
two in New Bethlehem, two in Reimersburg, and two in Callensburg. An 
effort is now being made to establish a graded school in Curllsville, which 
is greatly needed to accommodate all the children of that flourishing bor- 
ough. It is hoped that Salem, Shippenville, and Cunningham, will also 
soon have graded schools. A fine new house is now under contract at 
Salem, which will no doubt be completed in time for the winter school. Cun- 
ningham has also taken some steps toward erecting a new house, and judg- 
ing from the enterprising character of her citizens, it is now beyond ques> 
tion a settled fact that she will have a new house next year. 

The people are beginning to see the advantages of these schools, and the 
directors of some of the rural districts have been called upon to establish 
5 School Rep. 
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one such school in each of their respective districts, for the purpose of 
^ucatiug their own teachers. Five comfortable frame houses were erected 
the past year; one in Toby, one in Beaver, one in Mill Creek, and- two in 
Limestone. More good taste than is usual in the county has })een dis^ 
played in the selection of locations, and also in the construction of these 
new houses. They all have extensive black-boards, and very comfortable 
seats. This reduces the number of houses unfit for school purposes to six- 
teen. Thus it will be seen that we are making slow but sure progress in 
the way of exchanging our old houses for new and substantial frame ones. 
A large number of the houses have been repaired and re-seated. All have 
sufficient grounds, but very few have these grounds osuitably improved. 
Will not our teachers, pupils, citizens and directors see to planting shade 
trees, fencing, and otherwise adorning these school grounds? A fine 
seminary, located at Clarion, is about completed, and will doubtless be an 
ornament to the county. Building alone cost $30,000. 

A large number of the schools have been supplied with solar charts, and 
qui te a large number with terrestrial globes. No school in the county has 
a complete set of apparatus. In no respect has there been more marked 
progress than in the qualifications of teachers. Methods of instruction 
have been very much improved ; schools better classified ; books on the sub- 
ject of teaching have been read; schools visited, and the County institute 
well attended, which facts plainly show that our teachers are making an 
honest effort to qualify themselves for the discharge of the duties belong- 
ing to their high calling. We now have more than one hundred teachers 
that will compare favorably with the same number selected from any other 
county in the State with which I am acquainted. These are self-sacrific- 
ing young men and women, who have made choice of this profession, and 
whose services this county cannot afford to lose, nor would there be any 
danger of this, could they find, at a living salar}^, employment eight or ten 
months in the year. The remainder of our teachers may very appropri- 
ately be called mediocres, who had better quit the business and go to tke 
plow. They have been born neither to rule, nor instruct I 

The salaries of teachers were about the same as the preceding 3'ear. Some 
districts paid a little more, and others a little less. We are inclined to 
think that nearly all paid as much as they could afford, considering the 
large sums paid on the bounty contracts, which have caused so much liti- 
gation and expense in this county. Wc have a liberal-minded, and in gen- 
eral, an intelligent people, but an ofiicial experience of five years convinces 
me that they have been oppressed with taxation in all itii different forms. 
We must legislate to reduce taxation, and also to raise more moiioy for the 
support of our schools. Let us once mure appeal to the Lcgifeluture to 
abolish all the independent districts, and equalize taxation, for school pur- 
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poses, over the whole State. Directors did not visit the schools as much 
as they should have done, ^11 there was some improvement in this respect. 
Patrons did more visiting than is usual, and the attjendance of pupils was 
much better than the previous year. Only four of our teachers attended 
Normal schools, while more than half in the county pursued their studies 
at the home institutions. We are fully satisfied that there ha^ been 
marked and lasting improvement the past year. 

II. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

We held twenty-two public examinations and twenty-three private ; ex» 
amined two hundred and twenty-six applicants, of which number one hun» 
dred and three were males and one hundred and twenty-three females ; 
issued one hundred and eighty-four provisional certificates and eight pro- 
fessional ; made one hundred and fifty-two visits to schools ; attended eleven 
educational meetings ; held one county institute ; w/ote two hundred and 
four official letters; traveled one thousand nine hundred and sixty-six 
miles, and attended to correcting and filing district annual reports. Ex- 
aminations were held during the months of April and October. These 
were appointed at places convenient to directors and teachers. They were 
conducted by combining the oral and written methods, at the same time 
strictly adhering to the standard of the State as prescribed by the Depart- 
ment, which caused us to reject forty-two applicants, they not being able 
to earn certificates. These meetings were mostly attended by a goodly 
number of spectators and the best men of the several school boards. We 
made an effort to vary the exercises so as to make them highly interesting 
to all present. 

As very few public schools are kept open in the summer, my visiting was 
of necessity confined to the winter season. I was, owing to the shortness 
ef the terms and condition of the roads, unable to visit all the schools. 
Preparing for and conducting the County institute required about two weeks, 
which, with the two weeks that the roads were blockaded by snow drifts, 
abstracted at least one month from visiting. This left me but three months 
to perform the labor requiring at leaot six. It is almost impossible to visit 
all these schools — located as they are on the tops of hills and mountains, 
or in some nook or corner of fields and woods — ^in the short term of four 
months. I am almost convinced that the Colmty Superintendent could 
benefit the schools more, with the same labor, in some other way. The 
County institute was the largest ever held in tliis county. One hundred 
Mid twenty-seven teachers of public schools were in attendance, besides 
^uite a number of professors, clergymen, editors, doctors, lawyers and 
teachers of private schools, it was a great literary treat for all that at- 
tended, and was the cause of exciting a good deal of educational enthusiasm. 
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A majority of the districts allowed teachers for their time spent at the 

institute, but a few disgraced themselves by promising to do so before they 

' attended bat afterwards refusing to do it. Such districts must not expect 

to secure the leading teachers next winter, as they have determined, like 

all other mortals, to ^o where they are best treated. 

III. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

There are many good directors manfully maintaining the school system, 
but very few who feel themselves competent to give much instruction to 
the teachers and pupils in the school room. Wherewe have good directors, 
which is the case in a majority of the districts, we also have good schools. 
A few incompetant persons sometimes, by political strategem, secure the 
office, either by election or appointment, and then use all their influence to 
cripple the cause of popular edncation ; but thanks to the good and intelli- 
gent people of Clarion county, there are always one or two good men on 
the board to do the business and watch these tricksters, who ^^strain at a gnat 
and swallow a camel." A few secretaries acted as district superintendents, 
and did much to encourage teachers and pupils. Will not all our secre- 
taries do likewise next winter ? Wherever this has been done there has 
been marked progress. 

The select schools at Callensburg, Reimersburg, Reidsburg, StrattonviUe 
and Clarion are now doing a good work in the way of qualifying teachers. 
We are under special obligations to these institutions for what they have 
already done. A large number of private schools, calculated for beginners, 
are now taught by females, and are generally giving good satisfaction. 
We have no colleges, but will soon have a splendid seminary, as noticed be- 
fore, at Clarion. We have no educational journal, but the local press con- 
tinues friendly to the cause of the public schools. Its columns are always 
open for educational aiticles, yet I am not aware of the editors using their 
own able pens to a very great extent. Shall we not call upon them to do 
so hereafter ? The clergymen are, without doubt, friendly to the cause, but 
I have never heard of them preaching educational sermons. Would it not 
l^e well to request all clergymen, in the State, to preach from their pulpits, 

• at least two or three educational sermons next year ? I am satisfied that 
these gentlemen will comply, at least in this county. It appears that the 
clergy of this State have never taken that active part in the cause of the 
common schools which their high calling demands. They are all well aware 

. that these schools are the very bulwarks of religion. 

IV. 0B8TACLK8 IN THE WAY*0F IMPROVEMENT. 

The greatest of all obstacles are the inequality of taxation and the short- 
ness of the school terms. It fi-equently happens, that farmers with an in- 
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eome of $400, pay more tax than mechanics with an income of $800. This 
Is owing to the assessed valuation of the one being $300, and the other $40. 
The bounty contracts have been very serious obstacles, but will soon be 
removed. The custom of allowing all the teachers in the district the same 
wages, regardless of their ability and labor, is an obstacle. It is simply 
paying a premium on ignorance 1 They should be paid according to their 
qualifications and labor. Making a distinction in the salaries of males and 
females, all else being equal, is doing us an injury. The inauguration of 
our County institute met with some opposition. A few political croakers 
thought to make themselves popular, by misrepresenting the true objects 
of the institute, and promulgating that it was only a scheme Invented by 
the Department and County Superintendent to take money off the county, 
raise the taxes, &c. Some of these '^ old fogies" did actually canvass the 
remote parts of the county, to disseminate their falsehoods, but the intelli- 
gent people stood firm, and have since consigned these croakers to obscu- 
rity. We need not repeat the obstacles mentioned in our report of last 
year. 

V. MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

Qive us, over the entire State, equal taxation, equal school terms and 
equal salaries, and the common schools will at once put on new robes, and 
stand forth in all their strength and glory 1 The Legislature that will do 
this, will immortalize itself, and generations, yet unborn, will rise up to call 
it blessed ! Let us have common schools, common taxation, common terms, 
common salaries and no independent schools. When this is done, the com- 
mon schools will be good enough for the children of the would-be aristoo- 
racy, and all other obstacles will vanish away like darkness before the new 
risen sun. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

New Houses. — Five new houses were erected during the year : One in 
Boggs; one in Brady; one in Penn, aiid one in Curwensville. These build- 
ings take the places of old ones, and have been built with a view to dura- 
bility and commodiousness. In respect to size, grounds, furniture, and 
general arrangement, they are the best in their respective districts. The 
old notion, that any building, irrespective of location, is a proper place for 
training the young idea how to "shoot," is rapidly vanishing. The ho 
erected at Curwensville is decidedly a model building for others to 
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after. All these new houses, however, are a credit to the directors of their 
respective districts. Two elegant houses were erected in Brady, not men- 
tioned the previous year. 

Graded Schools. — In addition to the graded schools of Clearfield and 
Curwensville boroughs, the schools in Osceola have been graded. There 
are a few other places that could advantageously have graded schools, such . 
as Luthersburg and Lumber City borough. The advantages derived from 
graded schools, if properly conducted, are so plausible, that I deem it un- 
necessary to enumerate them. 

Houses, — Whole number, one hundred and fifty, containing one hundred 
and fifty-four schools. It affords me great pleasure to note that many of 
the old ones, during the past year, have been re-modelled, and, in nearly 
every instance, made comfortable. A few of our schools have been kept 
open seven months, some six, others five, much the larger number, how- 
ever, only the usual term Of four months. 

Parniture and Apparahts. — Of the one hundred and fifbj'' houses, eighty- 
five are well supplied with good furniture, thirty-one have an insuflficieney, 
and thirty-three have injurious. A large majority of those In the second 
class could be well supplied at very little expense. Those in the third class . 
require new buildings. The black-board surface, in many of the districts, 
has been grei> y improved, either by re-modelling the old ones, or by sub- 
stituting ne\. ones. It is earnestly hoped that yet greater improvement 
will be made in that direction the coming fall. 

Text-books. — A uniform series of books have been adopted in all the dis- 
tricts, except four. The use of them should be strictly, required. Teach- 
crs should, at the beginning of the term, receive a list from the directors, 
of the books to be used. Last fall a committee appointed for that pur- 
pose, recommended a series for the county, and had it been strictly carried 
into effect, we have no doubt it would have proven satisfactory, and much 
good would have resulted therefrom. 

Out-buildings are badly needed in many places. 1 have taken the lib- 
erty, in a few instances, to impress upon school directors the necessity and 
propriety of erecting such buildings, especially when there are school 
houses located near villages or dwellings, without out-houses, or other 
places of retirement. There are but ten houses with the necessary out 
buildings, leaving one hundred and forty without. This is a fact we are 
pained to notice, for it shows an oversight which is hardl3' excusable. 

Qualification and Salaries of Teachers — We have no more gratifying 
evidence of progress than the earnest endeavors of a largo portion of 
teachers to better qualify themselves for their high positions. With but 
few exceptions, our teachers are 3'oung, but with their earnestness and zeal 
they may soon rank as first class teachers. We are yet encumbered with a 
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few unworth}' ones, who have neither the qualifications nor tact for teach- 
ing. Such are generally found among the absentees at public examina- 
tions, or places for improvement. 

The teachers' salaries are about the same as last year. Some districts 
raised the salary, while others reduced it. We noticed, in a few instances, 
the best qualified teachers received the highest salaries. This we deem a 
step in the right direction. We trust other directors will follow the plan. 
So long as poorly qualified teachers receive' the same salary as those who 
have expended time and means towards better preparing themselves, we 
mu^t expect the schools filled with poorly qualified teachers, and the ener- 
getic seeking districts where they receive better encouragement. 

Visits of Directors. — In looking over the records of the two past years, 
I find that more visits have been made by directors during the past ycSar 
than in the former one, thus showing an increased interest in education in 
this county. In a number of districts the secretar}'' has been employed as 
a local superintendent, to visit the schools, once or twice a month, which 
has resulted in good. In others, they go as a body, or a number of houses 
are assigned to each to visit. I find the frequent visitation of directors has 
a salutary effect. 

General interest manifested in Education. — The interest manifested gener- 
ally, not only by the directors but1[)y the citizens, is of the most encouraging 
character. The friends of education having observed the progress in teach- 
ing, for the past two years, in this county, are ready to assist in every way 
towards further advancing this noble profession. It is true of this county, 
as well as of others, I presume, that it has its ^^croakers^ who are opposed, 
not only to the progress of the school system, but to 'Everything that has 
for its object the welfare of society. I am happy to say, however, that this 
class of men is growing beautifully less as the standard of teaching ad- 
vances. I consider it due to the directors to state here, that, as a general 
rule, they are honest and energetic, and by the. .ntiring zeal the prosperity 
of the schools in their respective districts has been in a great measure pro- 
moted. Many, therefore, deserve great credit for the praiseworthy efforts 
they put forth in he discharge of tlieir onerous but thankless duties. An- 
other promising indication of a growing interest in education, is the intro- 
duction of several select schools in the various parts of the county. These 
sihools are generally conducted by experienced and competent teachers, 
irhere many of those who desire to ])ecome teachers may receive the proper 
instruction. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Twenty-two public and eight private examinations were 
held. One hundred and fifty-one provisional certificates issued, one pro- 
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fessional, to Thomas H. Murray, six endorsed from other counties and eight 
applicants rejected. Much interest was evinced by teachers, directors and 
spectators during the entire examinations. The directors, or a part of them, 
were present at all of the examinations, which was gratifying as well as benefi- 
cial, as the board could readily select the teachers best suited for their re- 
spective schools. 

One hundred and seyenty-eight visits to schools, an average of three 
hours each ; two hundred and seventy-nine official letters written ; one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighteen miles traveled on official duty ; taught a 
five months' Normal school, an average of eight hours per day, and was 
engaged officially during the year two hundred and ninety-five days, t 
leave it with the people to judge whether I have performed my duty or not. 

Visitattons. — All the schools that were in operation while I was in the 
district were visited by me, and a few the second time. One hundred and 
four visits were made in the presence of directors. In three instances they 
b^ame so interested that they accompanied me to the adjoining districts. 
I was also accompanied by many of the citizens. Visits by County Super- 
intendents are no longer dreaded by the pupils. On many occasions we 
have been told by the parents, that their children were desirous of being 
present at the time of our vists. I commenced the visitation of the schools 
immediately after the first of Novembec, the close of the public examina- 
tions, and continued it until the middle of March. The course pursued was 
nearly the same as the previous winter. 

Institute*. — A County institute was held at Curwensville, during the last 
week of September. Exercises consisted of ciass drills, essays, discussions 
and lectures. The institute was the largest ever held in the county, and I 
think much good was accomplished. 

Normal School. — The, Normal school in Curwensville, mentioned in my 
former report, continued until the first of October. I again opened one in 
Clearfield Town, May II, to continue for eleven weeks. Although met 
with considerable opposition by a certain clique, and hence compelled to 
labor under many disadvantages, the school nevertheless proved to be a 
perfect success. Fifty-three students were present, forty-six of whom pur- 
pose teaching the coming winter. I was again assisted by Prof. I. S. Geist, 
of Marietta, who was earnest in the discharge of his duty, and thereby not 
only gained the good will of the teachers, but made many friends through- 
out the county. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BT OTHER AaENCIES. 

In addition to the Clearfield academy, which is in a flourishing condition, 
heretofore reported, under the direction of Prof. P. S. Harrison, there is 
now established in Clearfield borough, a first class ladies' school, under the 
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control of Miss Hattie Swan, who has very few superiors in the profession. 
By such aids much good will, we hope, be accomplished. Many select 
schools are also springing up all over the county. All these educational 
means will, sooner or later, aid in the preparation of teachers. 

Pulpit. — The clergymen have said and done more in favor of the com- 
mon schools than formerly, yet not so much as they should have done. No 
class of men should be more interested in the spread of intelligence among 
the masses, for their labors are appreciated and rewarded proportionate to 
the amount of intelligence in their community ; hence, if they are alive to 
their own interests, they will, at least, preach two educational sermons from 
their respective pulpits each year, and thereby exert an influence in behalf 
of intelligence and assist in dispelling ignorance. 

Press. — The general tone of the press is friendly to the cause of educa- 
tion, and it has given me a general and hearty support in my efforts in be- 
half of th« schools, for which the editors have my sincere thanks. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

We have but little new to suggest. Some of the obstacles, however, 
mentioned in our former report,, have been to a certain extent removed. 
The interest manifested by directors and patrons, as well as teachers, has 
greatly increased and is productive of much good. " Teachers^ wages should 
he graded according to their qualifications and success in teaching,^^ The 
greatest obstacle is the want of sutiicient money to carry on the schools. 
In a number of districts the thirteen mills allowed by law to be raised, is 
barely sufficient to keep the schools open four months ; and in some even to 
do this, directors must pay low salaries and hence secure poor teachers. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

1. The school term should, by law, be six months instead of four. 

2. That the State appropriation should be increased to eight hundred 
thousand dollars, and be divided in proportion to the number of children 
in the State between the ages of six and twenty-one. 

3. Reduce the number of directors to three, compensate them for their 
services, make them sworn officers, and hold them responsible for all losses 
sustained by the district through their neglect. 

Conclusion, — I believe the people of the county will bear me out in mak- 
ing the assertion, that more work has been performetl and greater progress 
made during the past two years than any term since the establishment of 
the County Superintendency. The work, however, is not all done; much 
remains yet to do. I would then again say to directors, teachers and 
friends of education, who feel the same interest as myself, let us gird on 
the armor anew, and unite in furthering this noble cause ; for by the edu- 
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cation of our children, more than by any other agency, our future destiny 
as a nation is to be determined ; and as this interest is sustained or neglected, 
so will our nation rise in grandeur and power, or sink. 

My thanks are due to directors, citizens and teachers, for the kindness 
and generosity received at their hands, while among them during tlie year. 
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EDUCATIONAL PBOQRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

The school houses remain about the same as last year, except that a re- 
spectable number have been re-fitted with proper seats, desks, apparatus,' 
Ac. Two new buildings have been erected since my last report : one in 
Logan, and the other in Pine Creek. These buildings are an improvement 
compared with others in these districts. 

There is also in the course of erection, in the thriving borough of Re- 
no vo, a house that will compare favorably with any school building in the 
country. It is to be built of brick, and will be large, convenient, properly 
ventilated and supplied with improved and suitable furniture and appa- 
ratus. 

I feel gratified to be able to remark, in this connection, that the school 
directors, in a number of instances, have taken a step in advance, and sup- 
plied their schools with large black-boards, new out-line maps, elocutionary 
charts, and Pierce's magnetic globes. In fact, the majority of our schools 
were furnished with magnetic globes within the last twelve months. 

I frequently find something new and useful in the schools — and the only 
buildings containing injurious and inconvenient furniture, are our anti- 
quated and dilapidated houses, whose places, I hope, will ecdil}'- sup- 
plied by new and substantial ones, as rapidly as may be done in the regu- 
lar progress of improvements, without embarrassment to the tax-payers. 

The taxes for several years past have been enonnously high for bounty 
and local purposes, and these added to the county rates now necessarily 
\evied for the erection and completion of a new court house, make it very 
burdensome, especially upon those whose means are limited, and j^et wh^ 
are ever ready to contribute their "mite" to advance and promote the in- 
terests of the poor men's colleges. 

« 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

My time has been fully occupied in discharging the duties of my posi- 
tion. I have visited all but three of the schools. These three were not in 
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operation at the time I made my regular visits, and situated, two of them, 
about tifty miles from Lock Haven, in Keating district, and t e other . 
twenty miles, in Gallagher ; and the roads, at times, almost impassable. 
Qnite a number were visited twice, others three times, and a few oftcner. 
The objects of my visitations were very nearly' the same as noted in my 
previous report, including the following additional aims, viz : To notice 
more carefully the teachers* modes of imparting instruction ; the discipline 
and cleanliness in the school rooms, and to suggest to directors the pro- 
priety of having the play-grounds euitably improved, and the utility of 
sufficient aud convenient apparatus and furniture. 

I have no otlicial report from any district with reference to district insti- 
tutes, but from observations I can safely say that they were a decided suc- 
cess, especially in Beech Creek, Green and Logan districts, in which regular 
sessions were held. ^ There were fewer of these meetings this term than the 
last, yet upon a carefUl calculation, I may without exaggeration report more 
than ordinary progress in this — ^I had almost said — indispensable depart- 
ment of improvement, which clearly indicates that they are an eiTicient 
auxiliary, second onlj' to a successful county institute, in increasing the 
capacities and adding to the attainments of our teachers, thereby securing 
more thorough work, and a better standard in our common schools. 

Some boards of directors are still opposed to an organization of the insti- 
tute, having for a pretext the idea that the pupils should have the benefit 
of the extra two days in each month, and that the teachers, for the purpose 
of self-improvement, should go to school. 

County Institute It would not do to pass over, without notice, the very 

successful county institute which was held in Lock' aven st all. It was 
largely attended by teachers and by gentlemen o wn interested in 

the objects of the institute. A detailed .statement of the exercises would 
involve too much space ; let it suffice to say that every session was inter- 
esting, and that the range of topics discussed and treated upon, in essays 
and lectures, made a week of rare instruction and entertainment. 

Such subjects as the following were discussed, viz : Should education be 
made a specialty ? Should there be any difference in the education of the 
sexes ? Uow to get pupils to think ? &c. We also listened to essays and 
tectures upon music, the English language as used in America, and as- 
tronomy. Again, we had class drills in grammar, arithmetic, elocution, 
gymnastics, &c., and at the close had what we called a sociable, during th« 
progress of which there were music, speeches and readings. 

Hon. J, P. Wickersham, State Superintendent, whose tim« and energies- 
are entirely devoted to the cause of education, was present on Thursday 
evening of the institute, and delivered an appropriate address on the prac- 
tical workings of the common schools in this State and elsewhere, which 
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will be long remembered by the teachers and those interested in the success 
and perpetuity of a system of education by common schools. 

A few brief sentences cannot describe a gathering which was so pleasant 
to the teachers, that they look forward with interest to the next occasion 
of the kind. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AOENOIES. 

Under this head it may be proper to speak of the private Bchools. Many 
of onr citizens, while being very warm friends of the common schools, are 
nevertheless desirous of giving their children the advantages of a higher 
education than we can now furnish, and hence they patronize the private 
schools established with this view. 

Of late there has been founded in Lock Haven a most excellent private 
school, under J^he management of a board of trustees, which comprises 
some of the most prominent gentlemen in the town. Its principal is Prof. 
Hageman, a scholar and teacher, whose success thus fal: has been consider- 
able. The course of study is designed to prepare young men for college, 
and to give young women an acquaintance with those branches of an edu- 
cation calculated to fit them for usefulness. 

Another good private school is under the charge of Mr. Jacob Ulp, late 
Superintendent of Northumberland county, a pains-taking, faithful instruc- 
tor, whose forte consists in accuracy and thoroughness. Both of these 
schools have been well patronized, and promise to be useful. We ought to 
be able to have our public schools in this county of a higher grade, so that 
the young people, who have a fondness for learning, may fit themselves for 
higher positions than are attainable without education. It often happens 
that the sons of the poor man have ability, zeal and determination, and 
only lack the opportunity to press forward. The public high schools else- 
where have been the means of developing talent which had otherwise lain 
dormant, and it may not be too much to hope that the day will soon come 
when our citizens will see to the establishment of high and Normal schools 
in this county. 

What mangels the expenditure of a few hundred dollars, and the employ- 
ment of some more teachers of a higher grade would accomplish in this 
county in a few years I 

It may not be amiss in this place to record the assistance rendered by 
directors and others. 

The important duty of visiting the schools regularly each month, orofbener 
if possible, by directors and parents, is evidently recommended by the 
School Department to subserve the ends for which it was so wisely desig- 
nated ; and during the past year these visits have been happily on the in- 
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crease, and the success in the schools in which this duty was promptly and 
faithfully discharged, was perceptible to the unbiased mind in every instance. 

I certainly am proud .to state that in nearly all the school districts there 
were at least some directors who very generobsly offered their services and 
time gratis, and accompanied me to the greater part of the schools ; and 
their testimony will sustain the assertion, that the schools in this county 
were, without exaggeration, twenty per cent, better than the year before, 
in a few districts they reported to the Superintendent, monthly, the condi- 
tion of each school ; but while this was done, there were, however, failures 
on the part of others ; and I would therefore recommend that either the 
secretary, or some competent person appointed by the board, visit the 
schools regularly for the purpose of assisting in ascertaining their status, 
and making such suggestions, from time to time as might, be most condu- • 
cive to the interest and advancement of the several schools in their own 
proper districts. 

It is very imperfectly understood in this community that it is expected 
of gentlemen connected with the learned professions, publishers of *-ew8- 
papers, and others of intelligence, that they should visit the schools, and 
endeavor to advance their interests ; and yet it is within the power of every 
right minded person of intielligence to be of use in making the schools better 
than they are. Of course good taste and comtiion sense will dictate tliat 
no one should visit the schools to advance mere sectarian or partisan views, , 
or to interfere unwarrantably in the routine of school duties. But it bright- 
ens up a school, it gives the teacher new heart, and makes everything move 
on more pleasantly, if an oe<^asional cheerful visit be paid. There is one 
good effect at least in these visits : it makes the scholars think that going 
to school is not a mere punishment. 

Doubtless many of our children wonder what were the crimes they are 
compelled to expiate by attending for weary hours and weary days some 
dismal school. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPBOVEMENT. 

It would require a long catalogue to enumerate the many things which 
tend to retard the progress of the cause of education in this county. The 
following may, without hesitation, be set down as very great obsta^^les. 

1. The feelings entertained by many parents, that, after all, it is not a great 
matter if their children are not educated. 

Nearly all will admit the necessity of having them taught to read, write 
and cast up accounts, but too many regard it as not a serious matter if no 
progress is made beyond this. Hence, parents sometimes object to taxation 
for school purposes, to providing the necessary books, &c., and grudge the - 
tiitae their children spend in school, as so much taken from the harvest field 
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or the work-bench, where they could, perchance, earn a few dollars a month ; 
and until parents realize the necessity of educating their children, and fit- 
ting them for the earnest, intelligent age in which we are living, the com- 
mon schools will ngt receive jthe encouragement they should have to be 
thoroughly successful. 

2. A second hindrance lies in the fact that many teachers do not under- 
stand the art and theory of teaching. 

According to some, teaching is a sort of penance after all, devoid of any- 
thing pleasant or interesting ; and they go to their work with the hope that 
it will speedily end. Others regard the work of educating children as a 
. kind of physical process, in which every idea must be driven into the brains 
of pupils by the application of force ; and the highest ideal such teachers 
have is to govern a school so that pupils will tremble in their presence, and 
go to their lessons like whipped curs. 

It is a very poor sort of labor which such workmen perform, and with 
such work, who can wonder at the stunted, distorted, half-balanced minds 
turned out upon the community. 

It will be a happy thing indeed when many competent persons grow to 
regard teaching as a life work. 

If the dignity and importance of the position of teacher were only con- 
sidered, there would be many to make it a life work, and give their time, 
talents and energies solely to the education of the young. Now and then 
we find some one who has risen above the inconveniences, trials and diffi- 
culties of the position, and has grasped firmly the great truth, that to train 
the minds of others is a most glorious mission, and has thenceforth la- 
bored faithfully and patiently, often with enthusiasm, to assist others in 
climbing the "hill of knowledge." 

By the greater portion of teachers, however, the vocation is regarded as 
a mere temporary expedient for earning a living, until something better 
opens. Not one in ten, perhaps, has the remotest idea of teaching more 
than two or three years. 

To one who looks only on the surface, the vexations, cares, responsi- 
bilities and inadequate support, wliich the position involves, are enough to 
depress and discourage. But there is such a thing as looking beneath the 
surface, and laboring not merely for pecuniary rewards and present com- 
forts, but for high and holy ends, which arc beyond price. 

The teacher who enters upon his vocation with the determination to make 
his mark for good, upon the plastic, yet immortal -^irits committed to his 
care, will, most certainly, rise beyond the inconveniences of his lot, and 
find a satisfaction in his labor which money never bought, nor can buy. 

While this is true, however, nothing can relieve parents and guardians 
of the necessity of making teaching sufficiently lucrative to enable men to 
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sapport themselves and their families. If this one great obstacle were re- . 
moved, it might be that others would rapidly disappear. 

MEAStJA£S CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

Without doubt our progress would be greater, if more attention, were 
paid to making our school houses and school yards neat and attractive. 
In another part of this report I have stated that we are gradually securing 
a better class of buildings, but, as a general thing, there is no attention 
paid to the proper laying out of the school 3'ards. Muddy walks, pools of 
water, and piles of rubbish, are the usual accompaniments. Seldom is a 
rose bush, or a shade tree, or a creeping 'vine planted. Indeed, many peo- 
pie think it all folly to attempt any such thing as the beautifying of school 
premises. 

The laying out of grounds can very easily be accomplished by any 
teacher of energy, taste and judgment; and, if a proper interest is excited 
among the pupils, a sufficient number would come on Saturdays in the 
spring, with wheelbarrows and shovels, clear away the rubbish, sod the 
grounds, and make walks. Well appointed grounds, neat approaches to 
the building, a few trailing vines, do not have the effect, simply of securing 
a pleasant exterior, but exercise a powerful influence in educating children 
to a love of neatness, beauty and order. 

I must ask space to make another suggestion, which I think the demands 
of this practical age render very necessary. I refer to the culture of the 
art of composition. 

In an age of speaking and letter writing, when every man finds demands 
upon him, to be able to express himself with fluency and accuracy, both on 
paper, and in addresses, whenever the emergency arises, it is highly neces- 
sary that considerable attention be paid to the art of composition. 

In a number of our schools they do try to prepare what they call com- 
positions or essays, but in some the thing is completed so awkwardly and 
dolefully as to become entirely distasteful to the children. It may seem 
incredible to some tea<;hers, but I think it is possible so to teach pupils to 
compose, that the task will become a pleasure. The secret of the art con- 
sists in the selection of simple topics to write about, and the use of simple 
every-day language. There is no child but that can tell you something 
about the things he meets with every day. Now, the teacher should en- 
courage the young composer to put on paper just what would be said, were 
the person speaking. There should not be too much rigidity as to gram- 
matical rules and sentences, until the writer has grown expert in writing 
what he has to say. 
The first aim is to be able to write ; the second to write well. 
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In concluding my report I feel gratified to say, that' every where in the 
county the directors, teachers, citizens and scholars have received me with 
kindness and courtesy ; and I sincerely trust that my efforts for the pros- 
perity of the schools have been attended with some good measure of success. 
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In making this, my annual report, as County Superintendent of Columbia 
county, for the year ending June 1, 1868, 1 shall as far as practicable 
adopt the very suitable topics and directions of the School Department, 
and first speak of 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

Our statistical report will show some progress in several respects, but 
the actual progress which is more particularly felt and recognized among 
us is not shown by figures. It consists in the realization, by the citizens of 
the county, of the importance and necessity of educational work, and will 
be spoken of throughout our report as we recite the chief items of interest. 
In respect to houses, furniture, grounds, &c., the greatest prospect of pro- 
gress arises from the rapid decay of our old buildings. Last year we re- 
ported thirty-nine houses unfit, now we have forty-four. In a few years 
we shall see them all crumble, and then we may hope for the erection of 
new and good ones. A few old houses have been repaired so as, in the lan- 
guage of directors, "to answer a j'ear or two." We do not encourage this. 
We believe it is better, as well as more economical, to build new houses at 
once, and spend as little money as possible upon the antiquated sheds that 
cannot be made suitable. It may be noticed, also, that while the number of 
unfit houses increases, the number of suitable ones increases in proportion. 
Of those erected this year, one in Fishing Creek, we are sorry to say, is not 
a proper building. The mechanic's work was badly done, and the material 
was very poor and unseasoned. At the time of my visit during the first term 
of school taught in it, I found large openings between the boards of the 
floor, and as the snow upon the roof was thawed water flowed down the 
wall inside. Of this I speak to show the fallacy of cheapness. This house 
cost about three hundred dollars, but, I doubt not, the expense of repairs 
will be twice that amount in ten years, and it can scarcely be kept fit for 
use. One thousand dollars would have paid for a good house, which, if 
properly cared for, would not cost a cent in this time. As a matter of 
economy the latter is preferable, while in an educational view its superiority 
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is incalculable. I^ this, however, the directors of Briar Creek have set 
a good example. About a jear ago I received a letter f^om the secretary 
x)f their board, saying they were aboul to erect a new house at Foundry- 
ville^ at a cost of about one thousand doliars> complete, of brick, and re- 
questing me to give thekn a plan. I formed a plan of sufficient dimensions 
lo accommodate the school, and wrote them specifying the same, and ad- 
Vising them of filmitttfe ; stating, ^Iso^ that, although this house might cost 
more money than had been named^ yet I did not think they should build 
less, nor With less suitable arrangements They adopted the {^an and com- 
{)leted the building at a cost of about sixteen hundred dollars, including 
Tumiture of the best <i|ualil^. As the wx>rk progressed, some complaint was 
made of the (tirectors because of the expenses, but when completed all 
where satisfied, and In other parts of the district I hoard it said, ''We must 
have ^ch a holise tor our school as soon as we can afford it." This, the 
first public sdhool house in the county, built and furnished in proper style, 
^ad its influence outside of Briar Creeks The directors of the adjoining 
district, Berwick., who are always ready to march with the music of the 
times, were not disposed to lag. This spring they furnished elegant furni- 
ture, and fitted up a pleasant eohool room. A new brick house is now 
being buiU in Montour district in place of one, the wails of which became 
insecure. The diredtor^ say thcj will supply it with the best style of fur- 
dtttte. 

TTie C(Mntp iftsliltUe held this year, during the we«ek beginning Novem- 
ber 25., was attended My double the number of teachera attendiiig last year. 
As was said in last year's report, it is thought t^at of 

"THi 'WORK OF rraiS COCWTY S'UPBftINTBNDENT| 

bisduUes Yespecting institutes %nd other Tnee'tings of te^ebers are among 
the most important. Teachers participating in tbfe institute feel fully com- 
t)eD8ated, not only on amount of the information they receive, and the 
pleasure and profit resulting in schools^ but because they feel that thereby 
the honor of their profession is promoted^, and common school labor made 
taofe popular. la a majority of districts teachers were allowed the time 
in attendance^ The law legalizing this adtion of directors, and authorizing 
the County "Superintendent to hiwer the grade of the certificates of teach- 
ers neglecting their duty, we believe will result in much good. I know the 
first aided us, and t^bink the latter had some good effect, though I was in- 
formed that t)ne teacher absented himself from the institute, because be 
^d the advertisement of the County Superintendent, containing the 
above-named aections of the law, was "compulsory" in character. 

The law makitig teaching a special branch of examination, also ^proves 
beneficial. We havtfe felt the good of this, and intend bo to manage, that 
4 School Rxp. 
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hereafter every teflcher shall learn sometliing of his work before he enten 
the school room. Many have supplied themselves irith one or more vol 
umes treating of the Theory of Teaching, during the past year. And nov 
we do not issue a certificate to one who has not tatight before, unless h< 
procures at least one good work upon this subject, and enters upon th< 
study of his business. 

Another work to which our attention has been more carefully turned re 
cently, artses upon the subject of school buildings and furniture. We wew 
aroused to thife necessity of this through the erection of two houses— on< 
last year and another this-^that were scarcely fit for use immediately upoi 
their completion. The infiuence of the school house, its fixtures, and th( 
grounds, upon a child, may be illustrated in a practical way in the town o: 
Bloomsburg. Let any one go and see the boy of eight or ten years sitting 
in the dilapidated shell called a school house, on Smoketown alley. Th< 
floor is broken, and the cold blasts of winter come up from the open cellai 
to chill him, and make misery more miserable, as he sits, or rather hangf 
on a bench with no back. The desks are carved and cut with variou! 
figures, many most vulgar, some of which were executed by the frowning 
school boy of years ago, and others are the work just finished with the well 
sharpened pocket knife you see in the hand of the boy now occupying th( 
place. He does not study ; his. position is too uncomfortable, yet his min( 
must be engaged about something, if it be nothing more than to cultivate 
a habit of cutting, scraping and destroying whatever may be found in hij 
reach. But now he goes out to play. What does he see ? The schoo! 
house stands on the cofner of two alleys. In front sixteen and a-half fee 
from the door is a stable; on the one side an alley; on the other a pig pen 
in the r^r a fence. And here, with scarcely one hundred square feet o: 
ground, except the alleys, the boy is to take exercise and recreation. Itii 
not necessary to say that under such circumstances there is more of evi 
than of good infiuence, nor is it necessary to say the boy thinks school if 
only a place of confinement, instituted to afford the teacher a living anc 
keep him from annoying his parents at home. Remove that boy to th< 
school rooms of the Literary Institute. Their beauty, cleanliness'and com 
fort make his eyes sparkle with joy. He immediately begins to realize thai 
the school room is not the most dreary prison. He sees no vulgar carving 
there, and though but yesterday he cut his desk, think you he will so mucl 
as mar the polish of that fUmiture by the prick of a pin ? No, he imme 
diately opens his mind to admire the good and pleasant part of a schoo 
boy's day. Instead of the rude, idle boy, he becomes an industrious anc 
genteel student. Here, having grown weary by close application to hii 
lessons, he goes out f\)t exercise. He finds about the building a yarc 
adorned with fra giant flowers, and farther out acres of beautiful, clear 
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8ward, upon which he is made glad. Does not the impression of a single 
day give this boy an idea of the beautiful ? Did he never enter a school 
room again, would he not grow a nobler, more honest, and more useful 
man? All are influenced by those things with which we are associated, 
whether they be persons or inanimate objects. With these views we ap- 
proach the directors and people of the county whenever an apportunity is 
afforded, and we hope ere long to convince them of the necessity of more 
care in building. 

These labors, together with the usual examinations and visitations, with 
occasional lectures, comprise the work of the Superintendent during the 
past year. More directors and citizens were present at the examinations 
than heretofore. In addition ' to the lectures at a few special meetings, I 
have, upon every occasion when time was found, addressed the teachers, 
directors and citizens at the close of examinations. 

BLOOMSBURO NORMAL SCHOOL. 

A prospective acquisition to the school interest of our county is found 
in the proposed establishment of a State Normal school at Bloomsburg. 
The trustees of the Bloomsburg Literary institute, upon the suggestion of 
the State Superintendent, Mr. J. P. Wickersham, first entertained the idea 
of erecting additional buildings and converting their institution into a Nor- 
mal school last November. After full consideration they determined this 
spring to proceed with the work, and at this time the contract for the build- 
ings has been made, and the erection is in rapid progress, under the direc- 
tion of the architect and contractor. Prof. Henry Carver, who expects to 
have it completed by the first of January next. The laying of the corner 
stone was witnessed, on the twenty-fifth day of June, by a large and appre- 
ciative audience. His Excellency Gov. Geary conducted the ceremonies, 
and in an earnest address upon the subject of education created much en- 
thusiasm. He paid an excellent compliment to our public institutions, both 
of polity and education, showing the dependence of each upon the other 
for maintenance in a Republican government. His Honor Judge Elwell, 
of Bloomsburg, followed with an eloquent and well directed address. Pre- 
Tious to the administration of the ceremonies, Hon. C. L. Ward, of Brad- 
ford county, delivered an excellent lecture in the hall of the institute. In 
the evening, again, the spacious hall was filled to hear the logical and con- 
vincing address of Hon. J. P. Wickersham, whose earnest manner of talking 
directly " at" his audience, holds every ear and leaves good impressions 
permanently fixed upon the mind. 

Our opinion expressed three years ago in an essay upon "Normal 
schools — their necessity in our school system," prepared at the request of 
the late Superintendent, Hon. C. R. Cobum, and published in the school 
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report of 1865, that '^ Normal scboois are the basis of our sctool system/* 
is still firmly believed. We feel the benefit of tMs proposed fatherly insti- 
tution even now^ Owr teachers and citizens hxiuirer of it, and ift seems- to^ 
have inspired a ne^ literary ambition with all. 

Let tke work go on, as it has during the past two yftargf*, gafiMng. force 
in geometrical progression ^ and m a short time we* shaU liave no 

0B1TAGLS» 

of whiciito speak itt omrtfnmiatreports^andfurtl^ier'rWeshiBrfttiCve'noil^cesF' 
Bity offtuggesting 

MiAi9t» or pmyytontiQ im^icovemcnt. 

The obftoeten are: rapid! j removed as the means are applied in ^tm^frnt^ 



New Houses. — 21 were bnflt dnring the yean At CoTMieatitville 6as l>eei9 
erected a fine*^ substantial brick stmctur^, wMch reflects great credit cfpon* 
the board of directors for tbeir pnbKc spirit^ liberality and good jiug^ent^ 
After procuring a fine large lot, nearly two flcre^ hi ejstent, amd settfng^out' 
a niftnber of trees, they ftave graced it witk ar hoiise, two stories m Mght^ 
50 by T5 feet in sfee, with 9 projectfon fn front 8 by tJO feet, contiiiTroiliar with* 
whkh is the cnpola, which is sappUed with tt good bell^ Tl^e baseitient is' 
divided into fonr apartmends,^ and so arranged tftat tie bn^dhig cam be 
heated from the basement by steam, or otfcerwise^ (f desiredl Ort the first 
floor are fbnr roomsycweh 23'by 3ft feet, fvn^the second ifoor, ott tfie rigftt, is- 
divided into' two room^f eacfe,- 23^' by 30^ feet, and on tflke left i^ the" largest 
room in the building:^ &0x80 feel m si'^e^diewigne^ for a^ Iect»r^ room. The 
rooms are separated,, right aBd lefty by a fine large hoM. 19 feet wide; All^ 
the rooms are 14 feet in the elear,.wel'l MglUed a^d ven^tilated, and eioeept 
the lecture room, are i9CippliedwitbtieiMipr^Tedliiirniltfre o^ Chasr &> Son^ 
f)f Buffalo. AW partitions are of briek< one loot m thqieliBessy and are eom- 
toenced with the foundation. Cost about $4^00^ Twa new houiBoS' were* 
built in Woodcoek townsMp, and one in eaK;h ef the Ibllo^iag nannedf dis^ 
tricts ; Sloomficld, Conneaut, Cussewago^ W. Fairfiieid,. ik FaUowfield,r 
Hayiield, Mead, Pine, Randolph,. Richmond, Rome, SiEHcfebiH*g^N. Shencrngo,* 
AV. Shenango, Spring, Summit, Troy Mid Yemon. f&sse are all oomlbrt'^ 
able frame buildings^ oosting from $400 to $800 eaalA 
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Out-buildings About fifty isuses have been supplied with privies dur- 
ing the 3'ear, but a large number, and some in very public places, are yet 
unprovided with this vtry essential thing for the accoinmodation of pupils. 
We are sorrj' to report it, but in many disti'icts where these buildings have 
been provided, they have not been properly taken care of, and, in sevieral in- 
dtanees, have been deliberately torn to pieces, or thrown down by no one 
seems to luiow whom. This is a public shame, and directors and citizens 
4bould make diligent efforts to ascertain who the offenders are, and have 
them summarily dealt with by law. Teachers should take more pains to 
have /these buildings kept clean, and not Let false pride, or any squeamish 
notions of propriety prevent them from teaching the children to be decent 
and orderly out of tJie school room as well as in it. 

Apparatus. — One hundned and forty-six schools were flupplied with Hol- 
brookes eight-inch globes ; about one hundred with cube-root blocks and 
numeral frames ; several were furnished with Pay son, Dunton k Scrib- 
ner^s writing tablets, and quite a number with Guyot^s out-line maps. The 
schools of Spring township were all supplied with copies of Webster's Un- 
abridged Dictionary, and we most earnestly hope that every school in the 
county will speedily be furnished with this most valuable of all the valuable 
iirticles of sehoc^ apparatus. When properly used the value of an una- 
bridged dictionary to a iM&hool can scarcely be estimated. 

Teachers^ salaries — Twenty-four districts show an average increase in 
the wages of females teachers of $i 28 per month, and twenty-one districts 
show an average decjvease of $1 92 per month. Seventeen districts show an 
average increase in the wages of male teachers of $6 50, and seventeen dis- 
tricts show an average docrease of $7 89 per month. In the other districts 
the wages have continued at the same rates as during the previous year. 
The directors of Oil Creek deserve commendation for the liberal advance 
made in the claries of their teachers. The average salaries of males have 
increased from $32 00 to |43 t& per month; and of females from $22 03 
to $31 13. Teachers were paid in this district, for the winter term, as higU 
as $56 per month, leaving them, after paying for their board, $40 per month, 
with no boarding around ; and, to the great honor of Oil Creek, be it known 
that no difference luas made in the wages of teachers on aeeount of sej'* 
Such a substantial and positive declaration of the fact that the ladies ar<* 
not to blame for being females^ and that for the same kind of work, equally 
well done, one person should receive as much pay as another, is certainly 
praiseworthy ; and it is hoped that their example will be followed by others, 
and that ere long this broad principle of right and justice will be univer- 
sally acknowledged, and recognized in practice, A. poor m^ale teacher is no 
better ihs^n s^ poor female teacher y and should be paid no more for his ser- 
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vices. A good female teacher is just as good as a good male teacher^ and 
ought to be paid just as much for her services. 

The One Term System which we urged so strongly in our last report, 
has been adopted in only one township as a whole, viz : in Woodcock. 
Several sub-districts in various parts of the county have requested the 
directors to employ no teacher for them until fall, and then to give them 
the same amount of school, in consecutive months ; which has usually been 
granted. We have talked with a large number of directors in regard to 
this plan, and nearly all agree that it would be much better for the schools, 
that the people would receive largely increased benefit from the money ex- 
pended, and that it would cost but little more than the present system, and 
yet they have not ^^back bone^^ enough to try it for fear of being found fault 
with. Still we have hopes that time will bring us around to the right point. 

Our teachers have made considerable progress during the year. In our 
visits we have found better management of schools, more system in giving 
instruction, greater interest on the part of the teacher, and as a natural 
consequence, increased interest among the pupils, and fewer poor schools 
than one year ago. Teachers have generally manifested a creditable inter- 
est in improving their qualifications by attending the Normal school, or 
some academy, or a select school, during a portion of the year, and also bj- 
increased attention to the reading of professional works. The number in 
attendance at the Normal school, from this county, is nearly fifty per cent, 
larger than last year ; and our examination lists show an increase of fully 
100 per cent, over last year, in the number of applicants who have read, 
more or less thoroughly, at least one work on teaching. Still there is room 
for great improvement. 

Public sentiment in regard to education, and with reference to our com- 
mon school system, is certainly improving, though not as much as we could 
wish. Occasionally we meet an individual, and sometimes a school direc- 
tor, who pines for the days of ^^Auld Lang Syne^^^ mourns over modem 
" expensive^^ school houses, ^^high priced*'' teachers, " new fangled" globes 
and other fixings, and confidently asserts that we have sadly degenerated 
since his school days^ in everything relating to schools, except in the cost 
of them, that the present system is a nuisance, and ought to be abolished. 
In one instance several ^^glaring faults^* in the Pennsylvania school system 
were pointed out to us, and among others, it was declared to be " i/7i/w8/," 
because it compelled people to pay money for the support of schools who 
are in no way benefitted by them, and that in point of real benefit to the 
people in proportion to the expense, it was inferior to the old pauper system. 

But happily such opinions do not prevail to any alarming extent, and we 
have heard so many commendations, and such frequent expressions of con- 
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fidence in our noble school system, during the past two years, that we are 
assured that it is steadily growing in popular favor. 

OFFICIAL WORK DONS BT THS SUPERINTENDENT. 

Sixty-eight public and twenty private examinations have been held, at 
which were examined seven hundred and thirty-four candidates — one hun- 
dred and eighty-five males, and five hundred and forty-nine females. 
Twenty-nine per cent, of the whole number, or two hundred and nine, were 
rqected. We have made use of the written method, considerably more than 
last year, believing that it affords a more thorough test of the qualifications 
of candidates. We held rigidly to our standard, in consequence of which 
we were obliged in several instances to drop from the lists teachers who 
had been in the ranks for one term, and in some cases five or six terms, 
because they had made no progress during the year, and manifested little 
or no interest in becoming better prepared for their duties as teachers. As 
a result of this course, we may mention that there has been a scarcity of 
teachers in the county, and that nearly forty of our schools have not been 
opened at all for the summer term this year, the directors being unable to 
procure teachers* Although we would not willingly deprive any district 
of any portion of its school, we cannot say that we feel very sorry for the 
dearth of teachers thus created, for we could devise no other way to in- 
duce our teachers to come up to a higher standard of qualifications, or to 
awaken directors to a consciousness of the necessity of paying higher 
wages to secure good teachers ; and in our opinion, it is better that schools 
remain closed, than to be in charge of poor teachers. A good degree of 
interest was usually manifested in our examinations, by citizens and direc- 
tors, and of the latter, two hundred and seventy-eight were present during 
the year. 

Professional Certificates. — Only twelve were issued during the y^ar. 
The professional certificate should be a credential of honor j and should be 
given only to those who attain a high standing in their profession, both 
with regard to intellectual and scientific qualifications, and practical suc- 
cess. The late act of the Legislature in regard to teachers' certificates is a 
good one, and will prove a great benefit to the profession. Many teachers 
who had received professional certificates, supposing themselves beyond the 
reach of an examination, ceased their efforts for improvement ; and since 
^*when a man ceases to go up he begins to go down^'*^ they have failed to keep 
pace with the progressive multitude of educators, and consequently are 
^^hehind the times^^ in everything pertaining to the teaching profession. 
They will now be obliged to go to work and "post themselves up," or retire 
from the ranks. Two provisional certificates were annulled — one for im- 
morality and one for incompetency. 
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Visitations. — This is one of the most pleasant of ourduties, and we very 
much regret that our other labors consume so much time as to prevent our 
visiting a larger number of schools. Two hundred and nineteen visits were- 
made, averaging about one hour in length. 

Our County institute met at Cambridge on the nineteenth of November^ 
and was truly an interesting and profitable gatheriivg. The attendance of 
teachers was, with one exception, the largest ever held in the county. A 
good number of directors and citizens was also present* We were favored 
with an excellent corps of instructors, among whom were Professors 
Cooper, Thompson and Langley, of the Normal school at Edinboro*. Su- 
perintendents Fisk, of Erie ; Miller, of Mercer ; Dale, of Yenango coun- 
ties ; Jones, of Erie city, and Mr. A. Stevens, of Pittsburg, w«re also pre- 
sent and rendered much valuable assistance. Interesting and practical 
lectures were given by Prof. Cooper and Rev. Grassie, of Edinboro' ; Pro- 
fessors Marvin and L. C. Beach, of Meadville, and Superintendent Jones, 
of Erie city. The proceedings were phonographically reported by Mr. A. 
M. Martin, and have been published in pamphlet form. The citizens of 
Cambridge and vicinity extended a very liberal hospitality to the teachers, 
and though the attendance was large and the town was small, the good peo- 
ple were equal to the emergency, and nearly all were accommodated free 
of expense. 

The courtesies of the Atlantic and Great Western, Oil Creek, and Phila- 
delphia and Erie railroad companies were extended to the members of the 
institute, by granting free return passes to all who came over their roads 
in attending ; and feeling that to the generosity of the above named cor- 
porations we are largely indebted for tlie good attendance on that oecar 
sioD, we take pleasure in thus expressing our thanks for their kindness. 
The prizes for spelling were awarded as follow : To Mr. J. A* Humes, of 
Yenango, first prize ; Mr. G. L. M'Millen of Meadville, second prize ; Miss 
Eliza Stewart, of Evansburg, third prize ; Miss H.E. Brooks, of LinesviUe,. 
fourth prize. We intend to give another series of priaes far spelling, at 
our next institute, in hopes to awaken greater interest among teachers in^ 
regard to this too much neglected branch of study. 

Additional Labor, — Several other educational meetings were held, and 
lectures delivered in various parts of the county, all of which were well at- 
tended, and we should be glad to devote more tine to such labor, if other 
duties would permit. One week was occupied in attending the institute uk 
each of the counties of Erie, Mercer and Yenango. Three hundred and 
two official letters were written, and in all two hundred and sixty-nine days 
were devoted to official duties^ in the discharge of which we traveled 3^91^ 
miles. 
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EDUCATIONAL WOBK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Under this head we may say that considerable assistance has been ren- 
dered by the county papers. The entire press of the county has continued 
to manifest a warm interest in educational matters, by publishing, free of 
charge^ items of information to directors and teachers, our examination 
notices, and whatever local information came into their possession^ with 
an occasional educational article, either contributed or selected. The edi- 
tors of the " Democrat," " Republican" and " Herald" have frequently re- 
quested the Superintendent to write articles for them, on school affairs, and 
to urge teachers and directors to do the same, with the assurance that such 
articles would always find a welcome place in their columns. We have no 
doubt that the editors of the other papers would all be willing to devote a 
portion of their space to the same purpose. Although our last annual re- 
port was very lengthy, two of the papers, the " Democrat" and "Journal," 
published it in full. The other papers published a synopsis of the report, 
with a few short extracts. Thus our report, which certainly ought to be 
of interest to every citizen of the county, was brought, either wholly or in 
part, before a large portion of the people, and we humbly trust that it may 
be productive of some good at least. For the continued interest and assist* 
ance of the press in behalf of the " good cause," as well as for their many 
courtesies to us officially and personally, w.e tender to the gentlemanly edi- 
tors of the county our grateful acknowledgments. 

District institutes were sustained during the winter, in two districts — 
Spring borough and Cussewago independent — ^but not by order of the boards 
of directors. The meetings were voluntary on the part of the teachers, and 
were organized through the influence, chiefl}' of Mr. J. D. Chamberlain, prin* 
cipal of the schools in the former place, and Mr. C. F. Chamberlain, prin^ 
cipal of schools in the latter place. These two worthy teachers deserve 
much credit for their efforts in organizing and keeping up distrlot insti- 
tutes during previous terms, as well as this one. These institutes were held 
once in two weeks ; much interest was manifested in them. They were well 
attended by teachers, citizens and directors, and if such institutes oould be 
supported in every township, they would be a potent agenoy in the im* 
provement of our schools. 

District Superintendents. — In Spring township, Mr. J. Blodgett, secre 
tary of the board, did good service as district superintendent; and in Oil 
Creek, the schools were regularly visited by the secretary, Mr. Samuel 
Curry, acting in the same capacity. An efficient district superintendent 
is a most valuable auxiliary in the management of school afllkirs. One of 
the greatest needs in our schools, is regular and competent supervision. 

Private Schools, — The number of private or select schools supported iu 
the county was considerably larger than during any previous year. These 
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schools are doing much good, and may be regarded as the most valuable 
"outside agency" at work in the county. They are usually in charge of the 
older, more experienced and best qualified teachers, and a largos number of 
our young teachers attend them, because they are more convenient of access, 
much less expensive, and, though not affording all the advantages of a 
Normal school, are still very beneficial. 

The Clergy and Parents, — Under this head we would gladly record a 
multitude of great and worthy deeds, or even those of humbler magnitude, 
but, unhappily from this source, very little worthy of mention has come to 
knowledge. 

OBSTACLES IN TH£ WAT OF IMPROVEMENT. 

A few of the more prominent obstacles in the way of improvement are, 
1st. Want of interest and proper attention to schools and school business 
by directors, parents and clergymen. 2d. Want of directors with sufficient 
"backbone" to do what they believe to be their duty, without fear or favor, 
and sufficient judgment, or use of Judgment, to distinguish between teach- 
ers with any kind of a certificate, and those with good certificates. 3d. 
Lack of earnest, competent teachers ; produced chiefly by too low wages, 
and too little discriminafion in the wages and qualifications of teachers. 
Medium and poor teachers often receive as ready employment, and the same 
compensation as good ones. 4th. Too frequent change of teachers. A 
good teacher should be kept in the same school as long as possible. Al- 
though poor teachers are liable to be employed, they should not be tolerated 
but dismissed at once, as soon as they are ti^ed and "found wanting," even 
though the school should remain closed. 5th. Want of sufficient firm- 
ness in teachers to classify and manage their schools, as they know they 
ought to, regardless of the "instructions" of meddlesome and ignorant 
parents. Many of our schools would be better classified if it were not 
for the interference and opposition of parents. 6th. Last, though not least, 
irregularity in attendance of pupils. This is truly an alarming evil, and 
the greatest of all obstacles in the way of the success of our schools, for 
which no effectual remedy presents itself except appropriate legislation. 

MEASURES PROMOTIVE OF IMPROVEMENT. 

1st. Increase of mininum school term to six months. 

2d. Uniform State tax for school purposes, sufficient to keep open the 
schools of each district at least four months in the ^^ear. 

3d. Reduction of the number of directors in each district to three, have 
them sworn to do their duty, and pay them for their services. 

4th. The establishment of a regular and efficient supervision of schools. 
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by giving the County Superintendent power i n i an assistant while 

the schools are in session, or by making the district superintendency 
obligatory. 

6th. Have only one term of school in a year, of four, six or eight months, 
as the case may be, with a vacation of one week, at the end of every two 
months. 

6th. Keep teachers in the same school for several successive terms. 

7th. Directors, parents and clergymen should visit the schools frequently. 

• 

8th. Every school should be supplied with a copy of Webster^s Una- 
bridged Dictionary, and as much other apparatus as the means of the dis- 
trict will allow. 

9th. Teachers should make a carefhl and thorough classification of their 
pupils, and then adopt as their motto " Thoroughness is the only true pro- 

For the kindness and hospitality shown to me by the directors and citi- 
zens of the county, I am truly grateful. 
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SDUOATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE OOUNTT. 

Seventy-eight schools out of two hundred and eleven are graded. To 

grade many more would make the distance too great for the little folks to 

get to school; it would also require re-arranging of houses. Eleven houses 

were erected during the year, ten of which are brick, the other stone. These 

houses take the place of old ones, and are located in districts as follows, 

viz : One in South Middleton ; one in North Middleton ; one in Upper Allen ; 

one in Middlesex; one in West Pennsboro'; one in Shippensburg township ; 

one in Mifflin; one in Newton; two in Hopewell, and the stone one in Penn. 

^hen the old houses were brick, the cost was less, because the brick from 

the old were used in the new, thus making the cost of the new houses range 

from $1,000 to $4,000. The house in Newton contains two fine rooms. 

These houses are all very substantially built, and are all of good size, 
except two. . Some of our directors are a little behind the age in painting ; 
the "Buttermilk paint" costs less pecuniarily, but the deterioration in mor- 
als is incalculable. 

A school room should be painted by one of the best painters in the coun- 
try, and should also have a few fine pictures hung against the wall, at such 
places as not to interfere with the hanging of maps, charts, &c. I would 
also suggest the discharging of a teacher who is so much of a barbarian as 
to drive nails promiscuously into the wall to suit his convenience, thereby 



92 CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 

disfiguring it b}^ making it full of holes. I have nothing new to report on 
school grounds ; the lots are generally large enough for play-ground ; the 
fences have been injured very little, because few are fenced. The houses 
are all supplied with good black-board surface; all with out-line maps, ex- 
cept one district ; about one-half with charts of various kinds, and about 
one-third with globes. The globes were all the new apparatus purchased 
during the year. I think a copy of an unabridged dictionary should be 
placed in every school, with the Bible. ' 

We were obliged to employ some poorly qualified teachers, because bet- 
ter ones could not be had for the money. Still I think most of our teachers 
are striving to improve, and I think, too, with considerable success. This 
is encouraging to everybody, and makes directors feel like increasing the 
salary. The average increase of salary last year for males, was $3 67, and 
of females, $3 54 per month ; this year I think it will be increased again. 
The salary is still insufficient for the support of a teacher and his family, but 
uo doubt the increase is commensurate with the improvement of teachers. 
Our teachers labor hard to advance their schools, and in their own way 
succeed, but from a want of knowledge on the part of many, and also from 
a want of experience, the pupils are not made thinkers ; the present, and 
not the future of the child's earthly career, is taken into consideration. In 
short the cramming of the mind, and not the developing of it, is constantly 
kept in view. We want to make thinkers instead of recipients. I think 
directors were a little negligent this year in visiting schools, but I cannot 
attribute this to apathy, because directors feel the responsibility resting 
upon them, and have the schools as much at heart as ever. A large pro- 
portion of the teachers have had Normal training, but many of them still 
need more it ; a three months' session is not sufficient. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONJj BT THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Nineteen public and a &w private examinations were held, b.t which one 
hundred and seventy-three applicants were examined, in the presence of one 
hundred and six directors. I conducted the examinations on the same plan 
as I did heretofore, that is, I made as much of it oral as could conveniently be 
done. The certificates averaged about two and a half. Much interest seemed 
to be manifested in the examinations, inasmuch as the rooms in which the 
exercises were conducted were usually crowded. Undoubtedly this is the 
place to select teachers, and those who take an interest in the schools, and 
desire good, prompt and energetic teachers for the term of six months, can 
go to no other place to spend a day that will pay so well as to the exami* 
nation, to see who is possessed of the requsite qualifications, 

I give nothing puzzling, and I always take short examples that contain 
the principles desired. 
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I take sentences in grammar about which there can bcf no dispute ; I take 
principles in geography rather than the names 6f small, obscure places. The 
teacher who can give principles gives evidence of scholarship^ and he who 
can tell the names S^hA location of all the small, obscure places in Asia^ 
Africa or Europe, and cannot tell Why the tropics are twenty-three degreei^ 
and twenty-eight minutes from the equator, only giVes evidence of a good 
memory or late review. All the schools In the county were visited excepts 
two in Middlesex, and one in Monroe* A few were visited the second time^ 
Oui* houses are all pretty good, and usually clean ; the schools are pretty 
tmiform in books, (agents don't neglect us ;) order generally good ; bencef, 
I give my time and attention in visiting schools to thcr teacher's mode of 
conducting recitations. 

Occasionally I hear a tlfU^, but I jn'efer to have the teacher do it him" 
iielf. For a County Superintendent to presume that he can show every-* 
body how to teach, and to say that the schools in his cotinty Improve fifty 
per cent, annually under his administration, as has hten asserted, indicates 
to me a great deal of vanity. My services, 1 think, are worth all I get^ 
but I cannot make our schools an3'thiug like fifty per cent, better each suc- 
ceeding year, by visiting them, or I would have thero all changed to uni- 
versities. When we find a teacher possessed of no tact, talent or energy, 
the only way to benefit the school is to stop it, and get somebody better 
fiualified to take charge of it. 

The fourteenth annual meeting of the County institute vr&fs held at Ship" 
pensburg, during the week which commenced on the 4th of November. This 
institute cost us more money than ^ny ever heretofore held ; but I am cer-* 
tain, too, that no other meeting of the kind held in the county, ever pro' 
dueed so great an effect on tlie minds of the teachers* One hundred and 
seventy-five actual teacfiers in the county were in attendance, besides some 
who have taught, and a number who contemplate teaching. The interest 
was good ; the hall was almost constantly crowded* Ainong those who took 
an active part I would mention Profs. Eidd, Jack^ firooks, Hillman and 
Coburn. Misses Oivler and Blean, and Messrs. Beistle^ Palm and Gring 
Were elected a committee on permanent certificates* 

I wrote 227 official letters, was engaged 204 days, and traveled 1,38T 
miles Jn visiting and examining. In addition to this I taught G8 days. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK nONE BY OTHEK AOEIIGIES/ 

tJnder tb« third head I would state that We hafe na district superintend' 
ents in the county ; also, that we have two kinds of directors and three or 
four kinds of tax«payers. We have some directors who take so little inter-" 
est in the schools that their resignation would put tbe boards in a healthy 
condition for aetion« ' They are opposed to kmg terms, to living salaties, 
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to the superintendency, to having anything taught *cept readin', ritin' and 
rithmetic ; hence, care very little who has charge of the school, or whether 
the teacher has or has not a certificate, so they have some kind of a schooL 
The other class is possessed of the right spirit, they want good houses, good 
furniture and apparatus, good books and teachers, good district and county 
institutes, and are willing to pay for everything good ; neither are they un- 
willing to give a portion of their time in visiting schools, in making the 
common schools what they really ought to be, viz : the People's Colleges, 
so that every child, whether rich or poor, may have the facilities for ac- 
quiring a good English education at home. 

We have two classes who object to paying school tax, and they are those 
who are opposed to a good education, (because it makes lazy rogues,) and 
those who have no children to send to school, or if they have, they patron- 
ize female seminaries, in which art, and not nature, is followed ; where the 
rules of etiquette, &c,, may be acquired at the expense of the cultivation of 
the mind. We have a college, two female seminaries, an academy, an or- 
phans' school, but none of these seem to be adapted to the wants of the com- 
mon school ; hence, by request, I opened a Normal institute for three months, 
hi order that those who wished could have the benefit of my feeble efforts. 
My school numbered fifty-seven, most of whom did well. I have no doubt 
but that their efforts will tell on the future progress of our schools. 

We have seven papers published in the county, six of which are politi- 
cal. I presume they would give us some editorials on the subject of edu- 
cation, were it not that it requires three to fight the other three in politics; 
the seventh looks on. Several of the editors have been teachers ; hence, 
know the wants of the schools to some extent, and might do a great deal 
for the cause, if they could become a little more conservative in politics, 
and a little more radical in the cause of education, and I will add a little 
more liberal. We have an editor who refuses to publish the proceedings of 
the county institutes, an essay read before that body, or anything else per- 
taining to the schools, unless he is paid for it. The Mechanicsburg, Ship- 
pensburg and Newville editors insert all such articles free of charge. The 
clergy, too, seem to be engaged so much in the salvation of immortal 
souls, that I fear they lose sight of nearly all the schools. The Rev. Dr. 
T. Dougherty, of Mechanicsburg, I understand, delivered a series of lec- 
tures on the natural sciences during the winter ; other ministers may have 
done something in the same way, but not to my knowledge. 

OBSTBUOTIONS IN THI WAY OF IMPBOVEBdUBNT. 

1. Irregular attendance. 2. Leaving school too young. 3. Teachers 
and directors who have missed their calling. 4. Parents taking the part 
of their children under almost all circumstances. 5. Too frequent ol^ange of 
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text-books— particularly of those which treat of English grammar. 6. Mlihy 
teachers do not know the true order of studies. 7. Too many make teach- 
ing a stepping-stone to law, medicine or even the ministry. 8. I think half 
the teachers in the State must leave teaching during the summer to earn 
money with which to purchase clothing for the winter so they can teach 
again. 9. By August, the time the examinations are held in this county, 
these teachers are ^' rusty." 10. The larger pupils do not begin school 
until three months of the term has expired, then by the time they are pro- 
perly started in study they leave to resume work again. 11. Directors and 
teachers are tod lenient — it is usually optional with larger pupils to study 
-vrliat they please or nothing. 12. Some boards change books nearly every 
time a sharp agent meets them — the merits of the books are not taken into 
consideration, but an even exchange is. 13. Directors are too frequently 
elected according to politics, and not according to merit or fitness. 14. Pay- 
ing the same salaries to all classes of teachers in a district is equivalent to 
paying a premium for lazy and unqualified ones. 

MEANS CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

1. I think the law in reference to a County Superintendent's recommend- 
ing text-books might as well be abolished, then a Superintendent could talk 
for or against the adoption of books. A corrupt Superintendent can now 
much more easily violate the law as it stands, than whisky dealers can 
the revenue law, and by accounts they violate it every day. 2. I think we 
should have legislation on the salaries of County Superintendents. I can 
serve as low as any other man, but I don't like to do the same Work for one- 
third the pay. I think a more unjust law never was recorded on our sta- 
tute books. 3. Nothing will have a greater tendency to injure the school 
9jrstem than equal taxation throughout the State or county. We have pro« 
perty in some districts assessed at about its cash value; hence, the mill rate 
for school purposes is low ; in other districts we have property worth $10,- 
000 assessed at $1,500 or $2,000, here the mill rate is high ; now make the 
mill rate uniform over the State and you will destroy one of the best school 
systems in the United States. 
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SbuOATIONAL PROQBBSS. 

A large number of old but substantial school houses have been re-modelled 
and supplied with new ftimiture, and other fixtures adapted to the conveni- 
ence and calculated to promote the comfort of the pupil. From these evi- 
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dences of pi'Ogress, in this direction, in connection with the ejection of new 
houses, it is manifest that the school rooms will cease to pi^estent the gloomy 
and cheerless aspect whiuh was their former characteristic. However, we re« 
gret to say in A number of them there is as yet a great necessity for a complete 
revolution in this particular. Who does not know that ftli the associations 
of the school house ought to be pleasant and Attractive; and if pupils are 
not comfortable in their accommodations, it is unreasonable to expect of 
them that attention and concentration of thought which their studies de< 
mand. 

Ten new hoilses hftve been erected during the year and occupied, viz i 
One in Lower Paxton ; two in Swatara ; three in Mifflin ; one in Jackson | 
one in Halifax ; one in Susquehanna, and one in Wiconisco. Six of the 
first named houses ai'e of the best class, being, on an avei'age, of the same 
size, thirty by thirty-seVen feet, ceiling fourteen feet in the clear ; material) 
brick, well painted, with all the necessary modern improvements, such as 
ventilation, black*board surface, play-grounds, out-buildings, &c. With 
one exception Jackson is now supplied with excellent houses, and this 
exception will be remedied during the 3'ear by i*emovlng the old and substi^ 
tutiug a new one. The directors of Halifax contemplate I'emoVing the old 
and substituting new where the old have suitable loc^ations, and where this 
is not the case, other sites will be procured. The only impediment in the 
wa}' is that the district is yet encumbered with a bounty tax, and, as soon 
as relieved, Halifax will go on her way I'ejoicing, and stand on equality 
with her neighboring districts. Susquehanna has also turned in with the 
current of ihiprovement and erected a beautiful frame bhilding, thirty by 
thirty-five feet, at a cost of twelve hundred doUarsi This is an ornament 
to the district, and speaks in language not to be misunderstood, that Sos* 
quehanna has succeeded in electlhg active and intelligent directors; and 
we hope they will remain active Until every so-callisd school house will be 
rooted up and new ones substituted. Some of the leaven^ has also found 
its way to Lower Paxton, not such as is spoken of in relation to the Phari* 
sees and Sadducees, but a leaven that leaveneth the whole district, wherevef 
new houses are wanted. The directors deserve the highest commendation 
for erecting a building, which not only reflects honor upon them, but also 
U[)r>n the community, and, We trust, will be a blessing to their children* 
Cost two thousand dollars* In a number of districts houses are being 
erected at this time, and others are in contemplation* So upon the whole 
we are slowly yet firmly marching along with our neighboring counties^ 

BDtJCATIONAL W0BI( DONB BY THB StJP£BINTSNDENT4 

We deeply regret the haste which we Were compelled to perform thie 
highly important duty. In order to derive the greatest amoadt of benefit 
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from school-visiting, not more than two schools, we think, should be visited 
per day. However, in consequence of the term of schools being short in 
some of the districts, it became necessary to visit three or four, and very sel- 
dom stopped to dine, but made use of the noon hour to visit another school. 
During the last year the schools were better conducted and more efficient 
ihau at any other previous period, from the simple fact that the English 
branches are taught more generally i;i every school. We hope, before the 
close of another year, we will not find a single exception, but also history, 
which is now introduced in about one-third of the schools. We have a 
regular series of text-books, adopted (except arithmetic and history) in 
nearly all the .districts. No change has taken place with regard to furni- 
tare from that of last year, only where old houses have been re-moddled. J 
was accompanied by one or two members of the board in each district. To- 
tal nmnber of patrons during my visits, in each district, four hundred and 
five. Mr. Henry Herr, director of Susquehanna, accompanied me to thirty- 
six schools, and traveled two hundred and ninety miles. Number of ex- 
aminations held in districts, twenty-six ; two special, one in Lykens, for 
the upper end, and one in Hummelstown, for the lower end of the count}'. 
Yet notwithstanding the special examinations, I was obliged to hold a num- 
ber at my I'esidence. Number of applicants examined, two hundred and 
ninety-seven, of which two hundred and forty received provisional certifi- 
cates ; professional, none ; fifty-seven rejected. Miles traveled, two thou- 
sand and five. Official letters written, two hundred and eighty-nine. Di- 
rectors present at examinations, one hundred and twenty-eight ; five hun- 
dred and ninety-five spectators. Mode of examining, oral and written 
combined. At the close of each examination I endeavored to ascertain the 
applicant's views upon the elements of a good disciplinarian ; in arousing 
and developing the energies of the mind ; what motive should govern the 
teacher ; classification, &c., kc. The County institute was held in Harris- 
burg, commenced December nineteen, and continued in session five and a 
lialf days. One hundred and seventy-six actual teachers were in attend- 
ance. The teachers returned to their schools with joyful hearts, and a 
Mgher appreciation of their calling. Owing to a change in the time, and 
inclemency pf the weather, many anticipated a failure but were agreeably 
disappointed. So large a number of teachers was never before assembled 
in this county. The exercises during the day consisted in class drills, es- 
says, &c. The evenings were exclusivel}^ taken up by Prof. Kidd. Our 
acknowledgments are due to Trofessors Wickersham, Coburn, Gause, Houck, 
Vickroy, Fleming and others, aiao to the clergy of Harrisburg, and the 
press. Telegraphy Patriot and Union and State Guards for the interest 
Qtaaifested during the institute, and county commissioners for the use of 
t School Rep. 
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the court house. Number of district institutes attended, sixteen, and 
eral educational meetings. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Our corps of teachers embraces every grade ; some whose qualifica 
are of a high order, and others who occupy the lowest place on the 
of professional merit. Our old foggies or mechanical teachers, those 
know of no mental faculity but memory, and who never trouble themsc 
nor pupils, with the import of words, or investigations of principles, a 
am happy to say, passing out of the way as rapidly as can be expected 
in their places are rising up teachers who have some proper apprehei 
of the responsibilities and influence of their calling. Among this nuD 
employed last winter, were intelligent and devoted females, whose emi 
success in discipline and instruction demonstrates the propriety of gi 
such, as far as possible, an equal position, if not in many instances 
preference in this enlarged field of usefulness. 

District institutes^ though less imposing' than those for the couni 
large, are not less useful in working efficiency, and the impression i 
upon public sentiment. They come closer home to the school-life of 
district, and in some respects are more practical and direct in their o] 
tions. They have generally been held on alternate Saturdays during sc 
:term, the houses often being too small to hold the audience assemble 
these occasions, and the neighboring church was occupied and fi.lled. If 1 
auxiliaries were established in every district, and made obligatory upoi 
teachers to attend, and be active participants, not only by verbal cont 
but by article of agreement, under the supervision of the district sup 
tendent, and by statute, they would serve as a great agency. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

Directors. — Too much importance can scarcely be attributed to the < 
of director, especially in visiting the schools in company with the S 
intendent, with a view to make similar visits themselves, to see to a ce 
extent, whether the instructions given are carried out. The organize 
of the several boards of directors does not seem to accomplish the o 
originally intended. It was undoubtedly supposed that a board of si 
rectors would be the most efficient in distributing the labors, and ta 
the oversight of the schools in their several districts. But the whole ] 
and responsibility usually devolves upon two or three of the most li 
and intelligent, and in some instances, one member performs the e 
duties of all. Therefore, a board of three directors would be ampl 
every purpose, and these, if properly compensated, as they should b 
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their services and necessary expenses, would secure for our schools a far 
more thorough supervision. 

Moral Culture. — Moral instruction we deem an indisi^ensable part of our 
national education. In most instances, if our youth do not receive moral 
training while at school, they will be let loose in the community similar to 
barbarians, calculated to work out deep, wide-spread and incalculable evlj. 
The main energy of our system of education, at present, seems to be more 
particularly devoted in developing the powers of the intellect; while there 
is a desire on the part of many to exclude the Bible, the chart of moral 
precepts and teachings, from our schools. This we think is wrong. The 
Bible, church, and our common schools form the basis of our Republic ; 
exclude these, and you take the arterial life from our institutions, weaken 
the pillars of liberty, break the chain of freedom which links together the 
masses, and introduce the propagation of error, the commission of vice, 
and deeds of cruelty, and assist to rend asunder the bonds of society and 
dvil government, so as to engage in sowing broadcast the seeds of justice, 
morality and Christianity, the source from which individual and national 
prosperity and happiness flow. 

Music. — I very much regret that this interesting, useful and healthy ex- 
ercise receives so little attention in the schools of our county. I wish it 
were otherwise, when we consider the influence it exerts upon the minds of 
children, in directing them in the paths of duty, in the ways of wisdom, and 
assisting them to become men and women of refinement and taste. Music is 
conducive to physical, mental and moral development, and, therefore, it 
should be taught in all our schools, not only as a recreative, but as a scien- 
tific exercise. This would add greatly to the improvement of the schools. 

Dauphin County Poor House School.-^Thvough the kindness of one of 
the directors, in connection with my ofiScial visit, I have the pleasure to ih. 
form the public of a few facts relative to this school. On his first visit to that 
institution as director, which occurred in February, 1866, he found twenty- 
nine children of various ages, under the care of one of the inmates of the 
poor house as teacher. They occupied a small stone buildii^g, half under 
ground, formerly used as a spring house. The appearance of the children 
was squalid and their condition filthy. Many suffering from the itch, their 
hair uncombed, and persons unwashed, &c. After six months' earnest effort 
the board on the seventh of August, 1866, were induced to resolve to build 
a neat and convenient brick school house, thirty by thirty-six feet. An 
act of Assembly, approved the fifteenth day of April, 1867, was accord- 
ingly secured, enjoining upon the " directors of the poor, at all times 
hereafter, to provide for the instruction in the ordinary branches of an En- 
glish education of such children and youth as may be in the poor house, by 
employing a suitable teacher, who shall possess a good moral and religious 
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character." I& additian to the ordinary branches of education, it is the 
object of the directors to instill religious instruction into the minds and 
hearts of the pupils. To this end, the Lord's Pra^-er, the Apostles* Creed, 
and the Ten Commandments are painted upon the wall, in full view of all 
the pupils, and they are taught to recite these. Also, a fine cabinet organ 
has been furnished by sundry citizens of Harrisburg. The teacher uses 
the instrument daily .in singing hymns, &c., which constitutes a source of 
great enjoyment. Every eiTort is made to impress them with the infinite im- 
portance of becoming christians. These poor stid disowned, and here- 
tofore neglected children, if properly trained and cared for while under the 
present guardianship, can, under God, be saved from a life of pauperismf 
and crime. Nothing but a dereliction in duty can stand in their way, <m: 
close against them the avenues to worth and usefulness. If we will, we 
can make them producers instead of consumers^ Active, intelligent and 
useful citizens in the State; or paupers, criminals, and pests to society^ 
cither to drag out the remnant of their days in abns-houses, or in the peni- 
tentiary, a continual expense to the county during life. And what is in- 
finitely more dreadful, to pass into eternity unprepared. When the new 
poor house, now erecting, shall have been completed, we shall be able to- 
labor with these children with still greater success. They will have their 
own dormitories, dining and sitting rooms, and he more exclusively under 
the supervision of their teacher. We trust the d:iy is not far distant when 
the system now obtaining in many poor houses shall be broken up, and 
ceasing to be the habitations of cruelty, they may become homes- for the 
friendless, and institutions of reform; houses of industry, where edu- 
cation and religion, with their benign influence, shall soften the ills^ attend- 
ant upon poverty, and smooth the rugged pathway of those whom Provi- 
dence has thrown upon the charity of their fellow-men. This is a measure 
calculated to promote great improvement. 

HarrUbur<j, — I cannot close this report without referring in the highest 
terms of praise to the efforts of the board of controllers of the public 
schools in the city of Harrisburg. Careful in the selection of teachers^ 
and diligent in grading and managing ttie schools, they feel ampi}'' re- 
warded for tlieir generous devotion of time and talents to the public in- 
terest, by the assurance that their constituer^s appreciate their services. 
Their frequent visits to the schools is an additional attestation of the in- 
terest the}' feel in the progress, as well as improvement of their schools. 
The building referred to in my last report is completed, and in every re- 
spect similar to the one built last year. Presuming that during the pre- 
8L»nt year we may have the pleasure of announcing the erection of a build- 
ing foe the establishing of a central high school, which is very much needed^ 
and place our capital city equal with any other city in the Union. 
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OBSTACLES IN THE ^AY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

The obstacles in the way of the efficiency of the schools generally through- 
out the county, are as follows: 

1. The inadequacy of the salaries given to teachers. The want of a better 
gradation of our schools in raany districts. The want of a more general 
co-operation of teachers, parents and directors. The want of maps, globes, 
cards, &c. Directors have not heretofore particularly considered it any 
part of their duty to see tliat the teacher is supplied with anything but the 
bare school house^ and its benches for seats, and some of these are so high 
that the little learner is more reminded of playing the part of an seronaut, 
than a scholar, suspended for six hours a day between the ceiling and the 
floor. A want of district institutes established by statute, in every district 
in the conniy^ 

Concluding Remarks. — Our prospects upon the whole are certainly cheer- 
ing and encouraging, and call loudly to the friends of education to- be up 
' and doing. United in upholding our system, which is daily showering down 
upon us and our children the- richest boon and greatest blessing that our 
government can bestow. Let us be faithful to the important trust com- 
mitted to us, and all will be welL 
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EDUCATIONAL PBOQRBSS. 

^incc my last report a number of new houses have been built. The old 
house and lot in Middletown, referred to in my last report, was sold at pub- 
lie sale, and a beautiful lot secured, on which was erected a substantial one- 
story stone builc^ng, At a cost of $2,400. But one old school house re- 
gains in the district, and at the rate of progress of the last three or four 
years, it will soon be re-placed by a jiew one. In Edgmont, another relic 
of time gone by was deserted, and a handsome lot secured, and new house 
built, costing about $3,000. The directors deserve much credit, as they 
had to encounter strong opposition, biit every friend of education and hu- 
manity will approve their course. In Upper Chichester the old brick 
school bouse, with its long, rickety desks, high benches, and low ceiling, 
occupying a beautiful lot, was demolished, and a new brick building erected 
on the rui&s, making one of the most beautiful school rooms in the county, 
at a cost of about $2,700. A large, two-story brick building was erected 
• in Chester city, containing six school rooms, and cost $10,000. The Media 
school building becoming too small for the increased number of pupils 
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seeking admission, it became necessary to enlarge it. This was done by 
adding a second story, making six school rooms instead of three. It is in 
course of completion, being already I'oofed in, and will be finished in time 
for the commencement of next school term. 

Furniture and ApfHiraius, — ^The new houses were well furnished with 
new fui*niture of the latest improvement ; also, with extensive black-board 
surfeSce, out-line maps and globes. The schools of six districts were sup- 
plied with globes, and 'the Media grammar school with a cottage organ. 
A small number of houses still have the old fashioned long desks and 
benches. This is a shame, and should be remedied as soon as possible. 
The school room should be made attractive by having comfortable desks 
and seats; together with convenient .ipparatus for illustrating every branch 
of science taught. 

Schools. — There were one hundred and three schools, forty of which were 
graded, and two exclusively for colored pupils, one in Chester city, and 
one in Darby township. A uniform series of books was adopted by the 
school board of each district, but in some schools it was found to be almost 
impossible to enforce it. This, together with irregular attendance, caused 
imperfect classification. If parents and guardians manifested a proper in- 
terest in the education of those under their care, by providing necessary 
books, amd requiring regular attendance, they would remove two of the 
greatest impediments, in the way of success, in the school room. In ad- 
dition to the branches required by law, physiology, natural philosophy, 
algebra, and some of the rules of mensuration were taught in a few schools. 
The Bible was read as a devotional exercise, generally at the opening of 
the morning session. 

WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — ^Twenty-eight public and eight private examinations 
were held; one hundred and forty-one applicants examined, and one hun- 
dred and eleven provisional, and three professional certificates granted. 
The examinations were generally well attended by directors, with whom I 
always conferred, in fixing the time of meeting, so as to best suit thdbr con- 
venience. 

The oral and written methods combined, I have found to answer best. 
In some branches more interest can be excited, and the qualifications of 
teachers more accurately determined by the oral than by the written 
method, while in other branches I prefer the written. Private examina- 
tions were held only by special request of directors^ and when ciroom- 
stances seemed to justify them. 

Teachers. — One hundred and five teachers were employed; twenty-three 
male, and eighty -two females; seventeen held professional certificates^ and 
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two held diplomas from a State Normal school. Female teachers are be- 
coming more popular in the county. One board of directors that formerly 
paid males $45 a month, and females $35, passed a resolution to employ 
all females, and raise their salary to $40 a month. A number of our teach- 
ers attended a Normal school, and a majority of them have read works on 
teaching. 

District Institutes, — Chester city. Concord, Media and Radnor, are the 
only districts in which the institutes were sustained ; but these were at- 
tended by teachers from adjoining districts, making an aggregate of thirty- 
five teachers reported in attendance. 

County Institute. — The most successful institute ever held in the county 
convened at Media, on the 4th of November, and continued in session five 
days. Ninety-eight out of the one hundred and two teachers of the public 
schools employed at the time, were in attendance, or ninety-six per cent. 
Three schools had no teachers at the time the institute was in session. 
Hon. J. P. Wickersham, Dr. Franklin Taylor, Superintendent W. W. 
Woodruff, Prof. Mark Bailey, and others, were present and rendered valu- 
able service. The school directors manifested more than usual interest, 
not only in attending the meetings of the institute, but, with few excep- 
tions, allowing teachers the time. 

WORK DONB BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

District Superintendents — We find where the secretary was appointed 
district superintendent to visit and attend to the immediate wants of the 
school promptly, much delay was avoided, besides much time saved to the 
other members of the board. In my opinion, the appointment of one in 
every district would obviate any necessity for a change in the law reducing 
the number of directors one half, and paying them for their services. We 
need all the intelligence and judgment of six ordinary men to locate and 
build school houses, select and employ teachers, make out the annual re- 
ports, &C. "In the multitude of counsellors there is safety." 



ELK COUNTY.— James Blakely. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

I am not prepared to say that a geueral improvement has obtained 
throughout the county, during the past school years, in educational mat- 
ters, but in some districts there has been some progress. In one, (Fox,) 
there have been built three school houses; in another, (Benezette,) one; in 
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a third, (Benzinger,) one, and in a fourth, (St Mary's,) one. The latter is 
a brick building, two stories high, and erected at an expense of neiirly $4,000; 
it can be divided into four rooms, and will accommodate three hundred 
pupils. The former are frame buildings, one story high, and accommo- 
dated to the wan Is of the communities in which they are located. In fur- 
niture there is little or no improvement; in some instances, that which has 
been used for years, has been placed in the new buildings, while in other 
instances the preparation of the school furniture has been entrusted to 
the carpenter who erected the building, and who had no idea whatever of 
the undertaking. There is no improvements in the grounds. They are in 
the condition in which they have been for years, and suggestions, or re- 
commendations as to their improvement, have been received with coldness, 
if not with contempt. Ridgway, the county town, and Wilcox, in Jones 
township, have graded schools. Wilcox and Spring Creek districts con- 
template c recting each a school house before the termination of the pre- 
sent year. In some of the districts more liberal salaries are being paid ; 
while in others no efforts are made to procure better teachers at increased 
compensation^ The result is, that oftentimes teachers are employed who 
are, if not totally incapable of conducting a school, certainly incapable of 
improving their pupils. 

XDUOATIONAL WORK BT THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

This has been the same, in a measure, as in former years. Public exami- 
nations of teachers, in company with a portion of each board of directors ; 
visiting schools at least twice in the session, with some few exceptions. 
The manner of the teacher in conducting the school has been closely scni- 

. tinized, and, when necessary, advice has been given, and suggestions made, 
as to the bi tter modes of conducting the school, and the advancement of 
the pupils. Occasionally examining the classes, addressing the school, and 
always consulting and advising with directors and parents, on their duties 
in relation to the school matters connected with their districts. The County 

. institute held in St. Marj^'s, in May last, was a decided success, and already 
has been productive of much good. Professors and teachers worked with 
a will. New methods in teaching were discussed, and many improvement* 
on the old plans have been adopted. The public evinced a very lively in- 
terest in its progress, as was evidenced by the numbers who attended ite 
sessions, not only in the evenings, but throughout the day. This interest 
never abated until the institute had closed. The County Superintendent 
has not neglected to impress upon teachers the importance of, and the great 
benefits to be derived from attendance upon the sessions of some one of 
the Normal schools, the sustaining of our educational periodicals, and the 
reading of approved works on the theory and practice of teaching. 



ELK COUNTY. 105 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Under this head I have little to report. A radical change must take place 
in the selection of directors, before this agency will be of any use to the 
schools. In almost every other department of the public business those 
whose votes elect the candidate,. inquire "Is he honest?" Not using the 
word "honest'' in its ordinary acceptation, but rather, "Will he, if elected, 
honestly, conscientiously, and faithfully discharge the duties of the office, 
the responsibilities of which he has assumed ; and, if so, is he capable?" 
In every other public station, he who fills it must, at least, make some show 
of performing his duty. But not so with the position of director ; a por- 
tion only of the board, seldom a full board, attend the examinations of 
teachers ; the contracts with those selected are made by the officers only, 
and in three-fourths of the boards, the members seldom, if ever^ visit the 
schools, or attend to any of the important duties annexed to their office. 
There are no other agencies among us. We have neither colleges, nor Nor- 
mal schools. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OP IMPROVEMENT. 

Foremost is the inadequate compensation allowed the County -Superin- 
tendent. The law requires that we have such an officer. It is his duty to 
devote his whole time to the interests of the schools in his county. But 
is this strict compliance to be demanded of him, when his salary, were he 
so to fulfill the requirements of the law, would not pay even his traveling 
expenses? Let the next convention, convened for the purpose of electing 
a superintendent, require from their nominee that he will fulfill all the du- 
ties of his office with strict fidelity to the letter of the law, and award him 
therefor a suitable compensation. This done, one great obstacle will be 
removed. As I will not be a candidate for re-election, I speak more freely 
than otherwise I would. Another obstacle is the not visiting the schools 
bythe directors, either personally, by a committee of the board, or by 
their secretary as district superintendent. Another, equally detrimental, 
is the apathy of parents, who seldom, or never, visit the schools, to en- 
tourage the teachers, or the pupils, who drag out their weary term, often 
•ithout seeing a visitor between the visits of the Superintendent. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

Let the number of school directors be decreased, say one-half, and paid 
out of the school fund, a reasonable per diem compensation, to be fixed by 
law, with their traveling expenses, while in discharge of their duties. For 
Neglect of duty, let them forfeit, say an amount equal to their compensa- 
tion. Secondly. Compel the Superintendent to devote his whole time to 
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his ofticial duties, or, failing so to do, let his oommission be revoked. An- 
nex to his present duties, that he hold in each district educational meetings 
at least twice a year, at which, let him take the lead in arousing parents, 
teachers, directors, and the general community, to a sense of their duties 
in the education of the rising generation. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY, AND WORK DONE. 

School Houses. — During the year thirteen houses were built. Fairview, 
Franklin, Girard, Greene, Le Boeuff, M'Kean, Mill Creek, Spripgfield, Ve- 
nango, one each, respectively ; Waterford, two ; Wayne, two ; all good sub- 
stantial buildings, a credit to the good taste of the school officers in the 
districts in which they have been erected. The ground upon which they 
are built is generally selected on account of its pleasantness of location, 
and adaptation to the purpose for which it is used. The districts which 
deserve credit for having the best houses, are Mill Creek and Harbor Creek, 
a majority of which are brick. Many of the districts have been supplied 
with new out-buildings. 

Furniture, — The style of furniture in most of the school houses of the 
county is good ; but, as regards seating, grade and position, some errone- 
ous notions still exist. Many of the old houses have unsuitable, and some, 
injurious furniture, and will only be properly improved when their places 
are supplied with new buildings. 

Apparatus. — Quite an advance has been made in supplying the schools 
with apparatus. Globes have been placed in one hundred and seven schools, 
numeral frames in some sixty, and primary reading charts in several dis- 
tricts. I feel much encouraged in this particular feature of impDovement. 

Schools. — ^Whole number of schools in operation in the county during 
the 3-ear, not including Erie city, is three hundred and four. A few were 
not in session for want of teachers. An improvement in classification has 
been made, as the causes preventing have been, to some extent, removed; 
I refer to uniformity of text-books. Our schools have met with as few fail- 
ures in the past year as any previous year since my incumbency. 

Teachers. — During the year four hundred and fifbj'' three diflferent teach- 
ers have been employed, one hundred males and three hundred and fifty- 
three females. It was more difficult than ever before to fill the schools for 
the winter term. 

Many of the schools were supplied with young and inexperienced teachers, 
who succeeded better than was at first anticipated. An increased interest 
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among the teachers in professional reading is taken ; many who had not 
seen an educational periodical to take any interest in it, are now pa^nng for 
a monthly journal and carefully perusing it. Some sixt}' have subscribed 
for the Pennsylvania Scfiool Journal. I think the dearth of teachers is 
working a good to the cause of education, in that it is waking up school 
officers to a sense of duty, and causing them to be more liberal towards 
the teacher, and in their views of teaching. It is not at all strange that 
the progress of onr schools should not be more satisfactory, when we re- 
member that the teachers are so often changed, and but few of the whole 
number stay in the teacher's position more than two or three years. The 
latter is owing to our schools being in the charge of females, who seldom, 
if at all, intend to make it their life's work ; therefore, they do not enter into 
the duties which devolve upon them with that energy which warrants suc- 
cess, and failure, in many cases, is the inevitable consequence. 

Examinations, — I have held two regular series of examinations, and 
found it necessary to hold several special ones, in which I licensed four 
hundred and thirty-three persons as teachers, quite a large part of these 
bat for one term^ on account of age and qualification. My method of ex- 
amination was mostly oral, except in instances where the class was rather 
unwieldy from its size. I commenced last fall to examine in the History 
of the United States, but found the candidates illy prepared to ^' pass mus- 
ter;" by the "spring series,'' however, they had taken warning, and a much 
better appearance was made. The examination of teachers is a duty which 
involves great responsibility; to pass sentence npon the examined is a mat- 
ter of no small moment. I have endeavored to exercise the best judgment 
in my possession in this matter ] have striven to make impartial decisions, 
always having the best good of our schools in view. 

Visitations — I have made one hundred and ninety-one visits during the 
year, at an average of one and two-fifths hours each; have been accompa- 
nied by directors in fifty-eight of them, and in twenty-three by patrons. 
Twenty-seven districts were visited, and most of the schools in them. In 
eight districts the schools were visited by the secretary, acting as district 
superintendent. In twenty-one they were visited by directors, and in four, 
only, they were visited by nobody. In these visits I took cognizance of 
the manner of keeping roll, number of pupils eniclioa, uuiuiicr present at 
visit, order of school, neatness of room, number of visitors in the term, 
classes reciting, and manner of giving instruction at recitation, in what 
the teacher most failed, and, generally, before leaving, tried to give a word 
of encouragement to both teacher and pupils, in a few remarks. 

County Institute. — The County institute met again at Waterford, during 
the week beginning with October 21, at which one hundred and eighty-six 
teachers were convened. The principal instructors were the same as last 
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year, with the addition of Prof. Cooper, of the Edinboro' Normal school. 
I am satisfied that this was the best institute ever held in the county. The 
place of meeting being in a location where there are warm and liberal hearts 
devoted to the cause of educational progress, and being accessible from 
all parts of the county, the favors shown b}' the P. & E. R. R., and A. & 
G. W. R. R., in the reduction of fares, and last, but not least, the assist- 
ance from the county treasur}'^, have a large influence in making up the 
beneficial result of this county gathering. Although this and former meet- 
ings of the kind have been a success, yet I fear that very many of our 
teachers do not lay that stress upon being in attendance at the County in- 
stitute that they ought. 

District Institutes. — The interest in these meetings seems to wane. In 
North-East, Corry, Union borough and township, and Elk. Creek, are the 
only districts making any attempt to keep up these organizations. It is 
universally acknowledged that a benefit is received from these gatherings. 

Certificates. — Those issued will average about one and five-sixths. I 
have issued but three professional certificates. There are several who still 
deserve these, except they are yet faulty in history. As soon as this branch 
is properly handled, they will receive this paper. The law passed making 
former issues of professional certificates invalid, is causing some stir, but 
it is no doubt a wise statute, and will work good to the schools. 

Text-books. — There has been quite a revolution' in text-books, in some 
parts of the county. Many are the agents who have been working very 
assiduously, and in various ways, to place their books (being the best ex- 
tant) in the schools. This has caused some districts to change two and 
three times in the past year, yet the rates of introduction has caused but 
little outlay on the part of patrons, and although there is considerable dis- 
satisfaction, the stir up has not proved so disastrous to the schools as was 
feared. There is a much better uniformity now in the schools of each dis- 
trict than ever before, yet there is still far from a striet uniformity. I think 
. the county uniformity shoutd be insisted upon. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures were read in a large majority of our 
schools. I have not been able to ascertain the exact proportion. A care- 
fully prepared lecture was delivered by Rev. Grassie, of Edinboro', on the 
use of the Bible in schools, at the County institute. It was listened to by 
a large and appreciative audience, and no doubt will have a salutary iuflu* 
ence. The moral element in our nature needs especial training, in order 
that the character be properly formed, and requires, on the part of the 
teacher, the deepest study and solicitude. 

Oraded Schools. — Our county U greatly in want of graded schools. 
While many are well classified, unfortunately the opportunities are not 
taken advantage of, where they exist, to form a proper grade. Albion, 
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Cony, South-Erie, Fairview borough, North-East borough, Girard bor- 
ough, Union borough, Waterford borough and Wattsburg, are points where 
buildiugs, and all the arrangements could be turned to a much better ac- 
count, if a strict grade were- laid down and properly held. This would form 
a basis upon which to build, and serve to give more character to the schools 
of these particular localities. 

^^Jioarding RoundJ*^ — This time-honored institution still exists in all the 
rural districts. This is truly an evil which should be remedied. The en- 
ergies of especially our female teachers are over-taxed, and their health 
undermined, causing many of our most useful teachers to leave the pro- 
fession on account of loss of health. The time is at hand, if it has not 
already come^ when directors would be justifiable in abolishing it. 

Summary of Educational Progress, — In the aggregate result we must 
record improvement. Although to the casual observer it may not be evident, 
yet progress has been made. Twelve districts have increased the length of 
school term ; twenty-two have paid teachers more liberally than last year. 
Apparatus has been placed in the schools. A growing educational inter- 
est is manifest in many sections of the county. 

SUMMARY OF EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

I have traveled eighteen hundred and eighty-six miles ; held two series of 
regular examinations, in which four hundred and thirty-three teachers were 
licensed; made one hundred and ninety-one visits; attended five institutes; 
held one county institute ; attended two institutes in other counties ; at- 
tended one county association ; attended four other educational meetings ; 
written two hundred and three official letters, and spent two hundred and 
thirty-two days in official duties. 

In my visits I have endeavored to correct errors in the teachers, in or- 
der, manner of giving instruction, and set right whatever I observed to be 
out of place. In the institutes and educational meetings I have striven to 
guide, and give such instruction as would seem for the best good of all 
•oncerned ; and in all my official acts I have intended to do that which 
appeared to be for the advancement of the school interests in the county. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

The County association held its session at Belle Valley, at which about 
fifty teachers were present. Considerable educational interest was aroused, 
although, perhaps, nothing definite was accomplished. Eight private 
schools have been in progress, and two academies, with an aggregate of 
seven hundred and seven pupils. Eleven teachers were employed in them, 
^ith an aggregate of remuneration of some $3,000. The Waterford aca- 
demy and Teachers' seminary has aided us very much in the preparation of 
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teachers to supply the schools. The Edinlx)ro' Normal school still coi 
tinues to send out practical teachers. The people of North-E&st andv 
cinity have been moving towards the erection of a seminary under th 
jurisdiction of the M. E. Conference. A liberal spirit and interest is man 
fest, and a suflicient subscription has been secured to warrant its erectioi 
Yery many of our directors are honest, conscientious, liberal-minded mei 
and are willing to do all in their power for the schools under their charg« 

The press appears to be ever ready to utter a good word for the schoolc 
and often publish educational extracts, reports and discussions. 

The clergymen of the county are found on the visiting committee in tb 
schools, and it is hoped will increase their interest in the schools in the sec 
tions where they reside. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

Want of a supply of well qualified teachers. Want of competent an< 
energetic directors who will, by well directed efforts, do their whole duty 
An erroneous division of the school year into summer and winter terms 
Keeping schools open during the busy, heated, and unhealthy months 
Want of permanent teachers ; those who will continue in the professio: 
until they shall have, to some extent, at leasts become adepts in the mar 
agemont of school exercises. Opposition to the school system on accoiu 
of not being well informed with reference to its workings, and been use 
requires funds to carry it on. Such an element would willingly throw u 
things back to chaos as it were, in order to gratify its own particular pt 
judices, or selfishness. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

I must here repeat some suggestions I made in my last report. Redn* 
the number of directors in each district to three, and pay them for the 
services, and make them responsible for any loss of funds. Create tl 
office of district superintendent. Change the division of the school yea 
so that the term shall begin just after the heated months, and continue wi' 
the same teacher through the whole number of months to be taught duric 
the year, with a vacation through the holidays of two or three weeks. Tb 
arrangement will make all the teaching occur before the heated months r 
turn, and also cause the terms in fall to come within the bounds of tl 
school year. 

Conclusion, — The labor of carrying forward the line of progress is ^ 
ways arduous, and often the co-workers are censured while striving to 
their duty, but 1 earnestly hope that the interests of the schools and ^ 
education may never be sacrificed for sympathy, friends, or position, b« 
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continuing to strive to do our whole duty, we leave our official acts to be 
judged by a generous public. 

I cannot close this report without expressing my sincere gratitude to the 
many friends for their kind manner towards me while transacting my offi- 
cial duties in all parts of the county. 



FAYETTE COUNTY.— C. W. Waneb, 

I. EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

The past year has \iien cme of slow but steady progress and uniform 
prosperity; and we are looking forward with hope to the time when edu- 
cational progress will be steady and swift ^ and the intellectual deserts will 
bloom as the rose. 

The directors, teachers, parents and the people generally, have manifest- 
ed a great interest in the cause of education ; but progress, so far as it 
relates to building school houses, procuring school furniture and apparatus, 
is very slow. Eleven houses have been built in the county during the year, 
and there is quite an eifort being put forth for the erection, this coming 
year, of splendid buildings in Uniontown and Connellsville, and in many 
other districts in the county. At the close of our first year, and in a period 
80 brief as a year, it was very difficult for an observer to estimate the true 
progress in the educational affairs of our county ; but now we can say that, 
generally, there is a decided improvement in our teachers, both in govern- 
ment and methods of instruction, and in understanding the true responsi- 
bility of the teacher. The principles of music are taught, to some extent, 
in many of our schools, and singing is practiced in nearly all — it having 
a moral, elevating and refining influence upon teacher and pupil. Pro- 
gress is made by almost imperceptible stages, and those who have not been 
watching it closely may not have seen any change; but great revolutions 
sometimes come gradually — but they come; just so with our educational 
progress, we know that change has l^een incessant, though new evils may 
have crept in, and old ones may have been unsuccessfully assailed, yet we 
feel that there has been progress — that the result is development. There 
is not a district in the county which has not accepted the school system, 
and receiving more or less benefit from its workings. 

Graded schools exist in Brownsville, Bridgeport, Belle Vernon, Union- 
town, Salem, Fayette City and Perryopolis, 3'et in some of these tbcy are 
not properly and strictly graded. Brownsville Union school is exerting 
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quite an influence upon the surrounding neighborhood, and is making rapid 
strides toward becoming one among the best graded schools in western 
Pennsylvania. The great majority of our schools are as well classified as 
circumstances will permit; but the great problem, how to grade our country 
schools, is a)till unanswered. 

In many districts the proper qualifications for good and energetic direc- 
tors are looked upon with great importance. The teacher's salary is gradu- 
ally on the increase ; and the people are beginning to see that there is a 
great difference between a good teacher and an indifferent one ; that the 
immortal mind is too precious to be subjected to wrong discipline. Moral 
instruction is looked upon as an essential part of the teacher's labor, and 
moral character as an essential part of his qualifications. The object seems 
to be not how much he knows, but how he knows it, and how he can im- 
part it. ^tt^v! ^"^ "^ ' 

■ 

II. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Thirty-one public examinations were held, and three private. The whole 
number of candidates examined was two hundred and forty-six ; of this 
number, three were rejected, and three received professional certificates. 
It was my sincere desire and intention to avoid licensing teachers, by giv- 
ing them a private examination. But under some circumstances it seemed 
unavoidable, teachers coming with the plea that they did not intend to 
teach when the public examinations were held, or prevented by sickness, 
<fcc. Two hundred and seventy-three days were spent iu official duties ; 
one hundred and ninety-four schools were visited once, and some twice ; 
about sixteen hundred miles traveled, and about five hundred letters written. 

The examination of teachers created much interest in many places ; citi- 
zens attended in considerable numbers, and seemed to say by their ex- 
pressions that we want the qualified teacher to teach our children. The 
methods of conducting the examinations were oral and written, having one 
division of the class reciting orally, while the other was writing ; and vice 
cer,^a. The examinations were elementary in their character; abstruse 
principles were discarded ; the aim was to ascertain the ability of the ap- 
plicant to teach, and to enforce what is to be taught ; and this method had 
a good effect upon the teachers. 

Visitations. — In visiting the schools my objects are : 1st. To ascertain 
the true standing of the teacher in the school room as to his legislative, 
judicial and executive powers ; that is, whether there is order and system 
in the school roqm ; if not, w^hat is the cause. 2d. To ascertain the teaoh- 
er's method of conductmg recitations, and imparting instruction. 3d. To 
ascertain the true classification of the school. 4th. To give such advice 
and encouragement to pupils, and instructions to teachers, as seemed to be 
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necessary. My school visitations were beneficial to me, and I hope bene- 
ficial to teachers and pupils. 

III. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AQENGIES. 

Directors, — We have quite a number of active, noble-minded and educa- 
tion-loving directors, on whose unfaltering energyand determination the 
success of the schools, in a great measure, depends. In a few of our dis- 
tricts we have the office of district superintendent, which works well. 

To the Fayette County Normal school we look, to a great extent, for the 
preparation of our teachers in the future for the great work of educating 
the youth of our county. This school is conducted by a corps of able, en- 
ergetic and praise-worthy teachers, and surrounded by an intelligent and 
progressive community. 

District institutes are doing but very little for the teacher, from the fact 
that they are not organized in many districts. 

County Institutes. — Of these we have two, annual and semi-annual, both 
exerting a powerful influence in our county. Our five days' institute was 
quite a success, and paid every teacher well that was in attendance. Every 
teacher should feel thankful that we have a five days' institute established 
by law in the county. 

Accuiemies, — We have but two ; but they are making their mark — ^watch- 
ing constantly the welfare of our common schools. 

Seminaries. — We have one, which is in a flourishing condition. 

Pulpit — It is a lamentable truth that the ministers, generally, seem to 
stand isolated from our common schools ; yet there are a few instances in 
which clergymen have visited our schools, and given their support to our 
county institutes. 

Press. — We have no educational journal in the county, but the local 
press is doing a good work for our schools by opening its columns for edu- 
cational articles. 

Soldiers^ Orphan School. — Although not under our supervision, we feel 
glad to say that it is doing a good work for the orphan children, and is 
superintended by a kind and energetic man. 

IV. OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

One principal obstacle in the way of improvement is the youth and inex- 
perience of our teachers ; the older and more experienced, finding that they 
Cannot support themselves, either abandon the profession, or emigrate to 
aome other part. Insufficiency of wages is the dead weight hanging upon 
the teacher, causing him to give but very little time to the preparation of 
himself for his great work. 

8 SOHOOL Bsp. 
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Poor Houses, — Wherever these exist we must have their places supplied 
with good ones. Until their rude forms are removed, and attractive ones are 
placed in their stead, we cannot expect the teacher or pupil to make much 
effort toward progress. 

Want of graded schools is an obstacle in the way of improvement. Want 
of public interest, especially on the part of parents, is an obstacle in the 
way of improvement. Finally, scarcity of competent, professional, ener- 
getic and devoted teachers — not understanding that upon which they ope- 
rate, and that with which they operate. 

Conclusion, — I have been received with much kindness and true friend- 
ship in every part of the county, for which I have a sense of deep grati- 
tude. In whatever I may have erred, it was from the head and not from 
the heart — ever feeling that my duty was to do every thing that I could for 
the cause of education. Many thanks are due the School Department, for 
counsel and adviee, and the friends of education throughout the county, 
for their assistance and sympathy. 



FOREST COUNTY— S. F. Rohrer. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

The lively interest manifested by the people generally, as well as the 
school directors, in educational matters, is encouraging. This alone shows 
that we are progressing. The school system is in the hands of the people. 
If they are dormant, it will be so, and if they arc "up and doing,'* it will 
prosper. The public, I am happy to say, are awake to the great import- 
ance of educating their children, and the earnest desire felt for the success 
of our schools, and the deep interest taken in their prosperity, will cer- 
tainly accomplish so noble an object, and reward their labor. 

Textbooks, — The inconvenience under which our schools labored for 
want of uniformity in text-books, has long been a matter of discussion, and 
various measures have been proposed to remedy the evil. It was at length 
decided, \>y a majority of the directors, to call a convention to establish a 
series of text-books for the county. Accordingl}^ they met in convention, 
tit Tionc-ta, and appointed a committee on text-books. The committee 
propoi^orl :i series of books for the fidoption or rejection b}' a majority of 
the districts. This has been a movement in the riglit direction, highly 
comment:;! le to the directors, and it is hoped will elFectually remedy the 
evil so lon^ detrimental to our schools. 

Houses Four new houses have been built during the year. Two in 

Harmony, one in Jenks, and one at Newtown, in Kingsley township. Since 
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the enlargeraeni of the county, we have now nine school districts, including 
the borough of Tionesta, with the following number of school houses in 
each, respectively : Bamett, 7 ; Harmony, 6 ; Hickory, 5 ; Howe, (formerly 
Tionesta,) 1 ; Jenks, 8 ; Kingsley, T ; Millstone, 3; Tionesta, 11, and Tio- 
nesta borough, 1, making in all forty-four school houses, nearly all frame, 
and neatly finished, with adequate furniture conveniently arranged for the 
comfort of pupils. Each school house has a sufficient quantity of play- 
ground reserved, although generally unimproved ; 3''et many houses, on ac- 
count of their beautiful localities, are quite inviting, especially in the sum- 
mer season, having the advantage of pleasant groves for play-grounds, 
shaded with forest trees, and some are located near running streams with 
murmuring waterfalls. We have, at present, no graded schools in the 
county. 

Apparatus, — The schools, with but very few exceptions, are furnished 
with black-board surface, and fifteen have out-line maps and charts, and a 
few have magnetic globes. The Marien Centre school is the only one lib- 
erally supplied with school apparatus. 

Teachers. — Our teachers are principally females, and I am proud to sa}^, 
have done well. Many have read books on teaching, and some have at- 
tended a Normal school. We have not a sufficient number of local teach- 
ers to supply our schools ; consequently, many reside in adjoining counties, 
and are with us only during the school terms. In some districts male 
teachers are preferred, and in others, female teachers alone are emplo^^ed. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONB BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations, — Twenty-two public and fifteen private Examinations 
were held during the year, at which twelve male and sixty-nine female 
teachers were examined ; seventy-six received provisional and four pro- 
fessional certificates. In reporting so many private examinations, it is 
proper to state that many teachers reside in adjoining counties, and could 
not be present at the regular examinations. Those applying for private 
examinations, generally had written requests from a board of directors. 
The examination of teachers is a delicate duty, and requires much discre- 
tion. I prefer the oral and written methods combined, and Lave generally 
13ur3ued this course. In some districts the examinations were attended by 
a majority of tlio Jirector.s, and in others, but few attended. The lowest 
figure alir.ost laviiiiaLIy given was in the History of Unite .1 States. It is 
astonis^liing liow mueli tLIs branch of education has been neglected. 

Visitations. — Nearly all the schools were visited twice, and some were 
%-isited three and four times, according to circumstances. The time spent 
in each will average over three hours. In a few instances I was accompa- 
nied by some of the directors, which was quite gTalvt^'m^. \ ^oxskftXlwsi^^ 
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occupied the atteBtion of the school for a short time by conducting a cla8]» 
drill on solids. This was a relief from the regular routine, and very mucti^ 
amused and interested the pupils. Visiting schools has always been a 
source of enjoyment to me, and I consider it one of the most important 
duties belonging to a school officer. 1 do not mean merely to risit a school 
in order to report the visit, or to ascertain how the school is progressing^ 
except visits by parents and citizens, where theii* presence alone would 
be a stimulus and an encouragement to the children. But the object of the 
Superintendent should be more for the benefit of the teacher, by pointing 
out and eradicating defects, suggesting improvement, conducting exercises 
on the black-board, and, if the time will admit, by hearing recitations, 
where an opportunity is always afforded to add new matter, to enable the 
pupils more fully to retain what they study, and sometimes rftquiring themk 
to tell, in their own language, what Ihey have learned, and thus hinting to 
the teacher some of the objects of recitation. In this way I think some 
good could be done, and young teachers, especially, would perhaps be more 
or less benefitted by every visit, and consequently resulting to the benefit 
and advantage of the schools. 

The Bible is read as a class book by the pupils in a majority of the 
schools, generally as an opening exercise in the morning. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONS BY OTHEB AGENCIES. 

Teachers^ Institute — The first annual Teachers' institute held aoeording^ 
to the provisions of the late supplement to the school law, convened at 
Tionesta, in December. This was the first County institute held in the 
county, and, I am happy to say, was an entire success. Although we had 
not as many teachers present as we expected, owing to high water, and 
floating ice in the Allegheny river at the time, which rendered crossing dan- 
gerous; yet those present took an active part in the exercises, and ^^all 
went merry as a marriage bell." 

I have no doubt that the establishment of teachers' institutes by law 
will have a beneficial effect in raising the standard and qualifications of 
teachers. Preference is already given to those who attended, and, in a 
short time, those who will not attend must seek some other employment. 

Our acknowledgments are due to Superintendent C. H. Dale, of Ve- 
nango, for his sojourn with us, and the kind assistance and aid rendered 
during the session of our institute, which added much to its interest and 
success. 

No district institutes were in operation. In most districts the school 
houses are too far apart for teachers to attend, and therefore we cannot at 
present expect to derive much benefit from this source. 
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T1\e Press, — The Forest Press j a paper established in the beginning of 
186T, has its cohimns always open for educational purposes, and aided much 
in inciting an interest in the success of our schools. The Bee^ a paper re- 
cently established, will not be behind in the same good cause. 

OBSTACLES IS THE WAY OP IMPROVEMENT. 

The shortness of the school teiins in many districts, compared with the 
high rates of taxation, is discouraging. In sparsely settled townships, re- 
quiring the opening of roads, and construction of bridges, the school term 
is often shortened, in order that the taxes may not be too burdensome ; 
and yet in some districts a tax of twenty-two mills on the dollar has been 
levied, and the schools kept open only the minimum term of four months. 
Even a tax of thirteen mills on the dollar for school purposes alone, is 
often insufficient in some districts to keep the achools open longer than 
four months. 

Irregularity of attendance in some schools is an evil much to he re- 
gretted, and yet it is sometimes impossible for children to attend regularly, 
how^ever desirous they may be to do so. Where the distance is too great, 
with bad roads^ snow drifts, or inclemency of the weather, there is certainly 
an excuse ; but when children do not attend by mere neglect, or indifference 
on the part of the parents, it is an evil not easily remedied. Sometimes 
hy employing young and inexperienced teachers, parents become dissatis- 
fied, and keep their children from scliool, more on account of bad govern- 
jnent, than the want of scholastic qualifications on the part of the teachor. 

Suggestions, — If the school law is designed to educate all the children of 
the Commonwealth, it should open the schools to all alike. But we see 
this is not the case. In some counties the schools are open from six to 
nine months in a year, while in many the average is a little over four 
months. I can see no way in which the school law could be more equally 
beneficial to all portions of the State, than a school fund raised b^^ a uni- 
form assessment of tax, and the length of the minimum term fixed for the 
schools to ]>e open not less than eight months. In this way the system 
would work in harmony throughout the State, and spread its beneficent 
blessings alike to all. 



FRANKLIN COUNTY— P. ]VL Shoemakeiu 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

School Houses, — I am happy to report that our directors and citizens are 
beginning to see the necessity of better school houses. During the past 
jeas fourteen of our worst old houses were torn down, and good new ones 
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erected in their places. Eleven new houses were built since my last report. 
Three in Greene ; one in Quilford ; two in Hamilton ; one in Letterkennj ; 
one in Metal ; one in Montgomery ; one in St. Thomas, and one in Wash- 
ington. Of these houses, three are two stories high ; one in Qreene, one 
in Metal, and one in St. Thomas. All the houses built are good, substan- 
tial brick buildings ; generally larger, have higher ceilings, are better yen- 
-tilated, better arranged, better supplied with seats, desks, &c., than those 
built a few years ago. They are also generally well supplied with black- 
board surface. The directors of Greene, Metal and St. Thomas, arj cer- 
tainly entitled to credit for the fine buildings they have put np in their re- 
spective districts ; and I think all the directors who have built new houses, 
within the past two years, deserve praise for the spirit of improvement 
manifested in this particular. I cannot help mentioning one instance of 
liberality. The directors of Washington agreed to give Mr. J. J. Miller a 
certain amount to put up a school house in the district in which he lives, 
according to certain specifications. But Mr. Miller, believing that the times 
demanded better school houses than the board had agreed to build, went on 
and put up one among the best single school houses in the county. It is 
well arranged, with vestibule, clothes-rooms, seats, desks, &c., and is, in 
almost every respect, a first-class house. I understand that this house cost 
Mr. Miller several hundred dollars more than he received from the board. 
There were more new school houses built in this county during the past 
year than in any previous one for years, and there will be more built this 
3'ear than there were last year. Besides the new houses built, some of the 
old ones have been so repaired as to make them tolerably comfortable. I 
am however compelled to report thirty-three as unfit for use; but I think hi 
a few years they will all be re-placed by good ones. Last year I reported 
one hundred and forty-two houses as having no out-houses ; this year one 
hundred and twelve. Thirty were built during the year. Should we suo- 
ceed in getting as many built each year as the last, in four years we will 
have an out-house to every school house in the county. 

Schools. — There are two hundred and twenty-eight schools in this county ; 
fifty-four graded, and one hundred and seventy-four ungraded. Eight 
were graded at the commencement of the last school term ; two in Greene ; 
two in Metal ; two in Quincy, and two in St. Thomas. There is now a com- 
mendable disposition among directors and citizens to grade the schools 
wherever it can be conveniently done. One hundred and eighty-eight 
schools were as well classified as could be expected, considering the irregu- 
larity of attendance. These schools were generally well taught, and the 
teachers gave general satisfaction. The remaining forty were not well 
classified, and consequently not well taught ; but still, but few of them 
could be called total failures. 
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Teachers. — Of the two hundred and twenty-eight teachers employed 
during the past year, one hundred and sixty-five were males, and sixty- 
three females. Thirty-nine hold professional certiorates, and one hundred 
and eighty-nine provisional. Thirty-five had no experience in teaching ; 
twenty-two taught less than one year ; seventy-eight between one and five 
years, and ninety-three over five years. Only twenty-one of the whole 
number have attended a Normal school ; one hundred and sixty-three have 
read works on the theory of teaching. It will be seen by reference to 
the statistical table, that the average grade of provisional certificates is but 
little better than last 3'^ear. This may be explained as follows : First, the 
standard is somewhat higher, and second, they had never before been ex- 
amined on U. S. history, and many of them being deficient in this branch 
got low marks on it, which makes the grade lower th^n it otherwise would 
have been. Besides, this estimate is made on the whole number examined ; 
last year it was made on the number employed, and about thirty of those 
having the worst certificates were not employed. Our teachers, as a gen- 
eral thing, are making praiseworthy efibrts to improve themselves, not only 
in the branches required to be taught, but in the manner of teaching them, 
and their schools show it plainly. 

Apparatus, — 191 of our schools are supplied with out-line maps and ele- 
mentery charts, and about 50 with astronomical charts. Near the close of 
the term about one-half of the schools were supplied with globes, but I am 
unable to state the exact number. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Held one public examination in each of the 19 distrlete. 
I then appointed live special examinations ; two in Chambersburg and three 
in Strasburg, for the purpose of examining those who could not attend the 
regular public examinations. To these special examinations I invited direc- 
tors and citizens. There were but 10 directors in attendance at these ex- 
aminations. I examined none after the regular public examinations, with- 
out a written request from the directors, stating that they desired to employ 
them. 88 directors and over 300 citizens attended the examinations. Ex- 
amined 178 applicants at the public examinations, 32 at the special ones, 
and 16 privately. Renewed no certificates. Granted no professional cer- 
tificates at the examinations ; but promised 7, who had passed a very credit- 
able examination in all the branches required in the law, provided each 
would write a commendable essay on some educational topic, and read it 
before the county institute, that I would give each of them a professional 
certificate. Messrs. L. W. Detrich, J. D. De Golly, D. D. Swanger, J. Shu- 
man and J. C. Detrich having complied with this requirement, I presented 
each with a professional certificate, before the institute, accompanying the 
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presentation with a few remarks, appropriate to the occasion. Mr. L. W. 
Detrich, in behalf of the recipients, responded in a neat and well-timed ex- 
pression of thanks. %f the merits of this procedure in granting profes- 
sional certificates, others may judge; my con\iction is that it, at least, 
stimulates applicants to more active exertions. A reward of merit, thus 
publicly tendered, is no mean consideration ; and as an incentive to higher 
professional attainments, has a salutary effect, and I have concluded to grant 
no professional certificate hereafter, except in the manner above described. 

Visitations. — It has always been my aim to visit every school in the county 
at least once. The last session I visited all once, except 5, and 4 of those 
were not open when I was near them, and I could not reach them again, 
without traveling a long distance, as they are in different parts of the 
county. One I did not go to, as it is in an out-of-the-waj- place, and the 
weather was very inclement when I was in the neighborhood, so that I sup- 
posed I would find but few, if any, scholars in attendance. 45 were 
visited twice and a few three times, making in all 2T3 visits. As I did not 
generally notify directors of the time of visiting the schools, I made fewer 
visits with directors than the preceding year. I think the visits of a Counts- 
Superintendent to the schools have a good effect upon teachers and pu- 
pils, in stimulating them to greater exertions ; the former, because his 
grade on teaching depends upon the condition of his school at the time of 
visitation ; the latter, because they see that some one at least is interested 
in their welfare. 

Public Meetings. — I held nine public educational meetings in the county. 
Most of them were very well attended, and certainly were productive of good 
in creating an interest among the patrons of the schools. I delivered an 
address at each of these meetings. I am under obligations to Rev. J. K. 
Miller for his very able address, delivered at one of these meetings. 

County Institute. — At the examinations, I urged teachers to attend the 
County institute, and tried to show them the importance of doing so. A 
large majority promised to attend, and I am glad to report that 170 did so. 
I wrote to every board of directors in the county, and urged them to allow 
teachers the time. Every district, except Peters, allowed at least a part 
of the time, and a majority of them the whole week. Our institute was 
quite a success. There were at least double as many teachers in attend- 
ance as at any previous one held in the county. Hon. C. R. Cobum, Profs. 
Brooks, Ermentrout, Jack, Kidd and Gant, each delivered very able, in- 
teresting and instructive addresses, and all assisted very much in all the 
exercises of the institute. Prof. Potter was also in attendance, and gave 
several drills on penmanship and book-keeping. A number of essa3's was 
read by our teachers, and drills were had on all the branches taught in our 
schools, either by one of the professors present, or by one of our own 
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teachers. I feel safe in saying that all in attendance were interested, bene- 
fitted and highly pleased with the exercises of the institute. We had all 
the assistance needed, and found it necessary to draw but $Y8 20 out of 
the county treasury to pay the expenses. 

Normal Institute, — I held a Normal institute of twelve weeks at this 
place, commencing April 7. Mr. Samuel Gelwix, one of our ablest teach- 
ers, assisted me. Number of pupils in attendance 68. Of that number, 
about 40 will be applicants for schools the coming session. Nearly all are 
preparing for teaching, but some are too young yet. Branches taught, those 
named in the law, and book-keeping, algebra, geometry, natural philosophy 
and familiar science. I believe, judging from the feeling manifested by a 
majority of those in attendance, the good accomplished by this school will 
exhibit itself the coming winter, in the schools of those who attended the 
institute the past summer. 

Summary, — During the past year I held one County institute of five 
days, nineteen public, five special and sixteen private examinations ; ex- 
amined two hundred and twenty-six applicants, held nine educational meet- 
ings, made two hundred and seventy-three visits to the schools ; average 
length of each, one hour and fifty minutes ; spent two hundred and twenty- 
eight days in discharge of otlicial duty ; wrote two hundred and fifty-seven 
official letters, and traveled 1,864 miles in discharge of duty. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

District Institutes, — Regular meetings of the district institutes were held 
in but throe districts in the county : Greencastle, Lurgan and St. Thomas. 
After the teachers of Fannet returned home from the County institute, they 
^rged the directors to allow them to have a district institute. The direc- 
tors agreed they might have two meetings, and that they would attend, and 
^they deemed the institute of any advantage to the teachers, they would 
Mlow the time ; if not, the teachers were to put in the time. They held the 
two meetings, and the directors were so well pleased with the drills, &c., 
^hat they allowed them the time, and regular meetings were held till the 
^ose of the school term. 

Mercersburg college, Phrenakosmian institute and Spring Run academy 

^id to some extent in qualifying teachers for our schools. Besides these, 

'We have a number of select schools in different parts of the county, which 

Afford opportunities for teachers to qualify themselves. A number have 

V>een availing themselves of these opportunities, but not so many as should. 

Ministers are generally favorable to education, and regard ignorance as 

^n enemy to religion, and yet but few of them seem to takS much interest 

in our common schools, the only available means we have of educating the 
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masses of the people. The press has been liberal in publishing my annual 
reports, and notices of our institutes, &c., gratuitously. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OP IMPROVEMENT. 

Bad houses, low salaries, short terms and as a necessary consequence 
resulting from these, incompetent teachers, directors neglecting to visit the 
schools, and want of interest on the part of parents, are the greatest obsta- 
cles in the way of improvement. The first is being remedied as fast as can 
be expected. We have many very good teachers — teachers who give life 
and character to their schools, and who are alive to every improvement. 
We have also some who had better be employed at almost anything else 
than in trying to impart instruction in the school room. Directors and 
patrons say they want good teachers, and are unwilling to employ any 
others. This is commendable, but how they can expect to get well qualified 
teachers to take charge of their schools, at the salaries paid in some dis- 
tricts, and for a term of four or five months, I cannot see ; neither can I 
sec how we can expect very rapid progress on the part of pupils, when they 
are in school but four months in the year. I made an effort to get direc 
tors to increase the length of the school term, and to pay better salaries. 
It will be seen by the reports, that the term has been lengthened but little, 
and the salaries increased but about three dollars per month. Yet I believe 
my efforts were not in vain, as directors are beginning to see and acknow- 
ledge the necessity of both. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

My convictions of the necessity of changes in the school law, on certain 
points, are the same as last year ; unless it be that those convictions have 
been strengthened as to the necessity of such changes. 



FULTON COUNTY— H. Winter. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

In summing up the results of the brief period of one year, it behoo\'e8 
us to say, that, although we have not realized all that we anticipated, we 
feel gratified that we are able to report improvement. Progress in all great 
reforms is slow, and particularly so with regard to the school system of 
Pennsylvania ; yet the very fact of its being slow has given it a power, and 
thrown a charm around it, that is intertwining it into our existence as a 
Commonwealth ; and may we hope that each succeeding year will furnish 
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us with fresh proofs of the wisdom and goodness of its founders, and en- 
dear the system to a people, upon whom it is intended to lavish innumer- 
able and imperishable blessings. 

School Houses, — Five new school houses have been built in the county 
since the date of my last report. Of these, one is in Ayr, one in Belfast, 
and three in Tajdor. The one in Ayr is a good, substantial log fVame 
building, about twenty-four by twenty- eight feet — ten feet in the ceiling — 
furnished with seats and desks of modem style, conveniently arranged, and 
contains about sixty square feet of black-board surface. The three in Taylor 
are good, strong frame buildings, capable of accommodating from sixty to 
seventy pupils each, are furnished with seats and desks of modern style, 
dinner closets, and a sufficiency of black-board surface. Of these, Wesley 
hall deserves special notice. It is about twenty-eight by thirty-four feet, 
and is twelve feet in the ceiling, is ventilated by lowering the sash, and 
contains one hundred and forty-six square feet of black-board surface. It 
is located on a level plot of ground, in the midst of a beautiful grove, which 
is being beautifiecj and rendered still more beautiful and attracti\'« by the 
energy of the citizens, through whose enterprise the house was first pro- 
jected, and by whom the advantages of our common schools are fully ap- 
j reciated. Very few of the houses' have a sufficiency of ground attached 
to them. No out-buildings have been erected since the date of my last re- 
l)ort. Through the liberality of the directors of Wells district, the schools 
have each been furnished with a Pierce's magnetic globe. Several houses 
have been supplied with new and more comfortable furniture than we have 
l^een accustomed to find in our public schools, but much is still wanting. 
We cannot impress too deeply upon the mind the necessity of comfort and 
convenience in the school room. Everything that renders them gloomy or 
l>rison-like, should be removed at once. Teach the child to love the school 
room and school with all its hallowed associations and cherished memories. 

Apparatus. — ^But little has been done in the county in the way of fur- 
r.ishing apparatus for the several schools, nor can we expect much until, 
1 y some change in the school system, our people shall feel themselves re- 
1 '.eved in a measure from the burdensome taxation that is now weighing 
them down. 

WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinalions. — Eleven public and six private examinations were held. 
The whole number of applicants examined was eighty-two — of this num- 
i jcr three were rejected. The average grade of certificates is somewhat 
higher than for the previous year. This was brought about mainly by a 
determination, on our part, to grant no certificates to applicants falling be- 
low the medium grade, considering that any certificate below this, bore the 
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evidence of incompetency with it, and did not therefore license the holder 
to teach in onr common schools. 

Our metliod of examining combines both the oral and written — aiming 
to ascertain tlie qualifications of applicants, in all the branches now re- 
quired to be taught in the common schools, by plain, practical questions ; 
such as involve principles and call into action the thinking faculties, as well 
as exercise the memory. It has long been our conviction that there is too 
much rvJe teaching in our common schools; too much skimming over the 
surface, and not enough of bathing in the limpid waters of science. The 
great ends and aims of education can only be attained through close con- 
secutive thinking. Memory may accumulate a great store and make large 
provisions, but it is still reserved for the reflective powers to digest it, and 
apply it to the development of the mind. We have labored assiduously to 
impress these facts upon the minds of teachers. Nor is the difference in 
the effect produced by the two methods trivial. The one makes imitative 
beings, dependent on the thoughts and sayings of another, almost without 
the power to oriiiinate a single idea ; the other independent, self-reliant and 
original. Tlie one pupil l)ccome.s a copier, the other an inventor; the one 
a receiver, the other a dispenser ; the former a subject, the latter a sov- 
ereign. 

Vi.v'fah'ons. — All the schools in the county, except one, were visited twice ; 
each visit occupying, on an average, two and a-half hours,'which was spent 
in hearing classes and making suggestions to both teacher and pupils ; con- 
cluding the \isit, generally, with an address to the pupils to encourage 
them in the pursuit of knowledge. Several night meetings were also held 
during the ofticial round, which were generally well attended, and at which 
lectures on the subject of education, and the advantages of our school sys- 
tem, were delivered, with a view to root out some of the existing prejudices 
against it. Several district institutes were attended hy the County Su- 
perintendent, at which much interest was manifested by the teachers, and 
we liclieve much c^ood restilted to the cause of common school education. 

Wc also held a Normal school in the l)orough of M'Connellsburg — session 
consisting of eleven weeks — for the benefit of those wishing to prepare 
themselves for the work of teaching. Active teachers, and those wishing 
to prepare themselves for the profession, were instructed free of charge. 
About thirty- teachers were in attendance during the tei-m, and evinced a 
desire for improvement that was truly encouraging. 

During the official year ending June 1, 1868, the County Superintendent 
traveled two thousand miles, wrote fourteen official letters, and spent* one 
hundred and fifty daya in official duties. The remainder of the time being 
devoted to study and self-improvement. 

* This does not include time spent in teaching Normalschool, though it probably ought. 
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EDUCATIONAL WOKK DONE BY OTUEB AGENCIES. 

We have some very energetic and intelligent school directors, who labor no- 
bly in the cause ; and indeed we may say that all of our directors, with a few 
exceptions, have exhibited a zeal in the work, worthy of the cause, and which 
would do honor to those counties having more means. In order to keep 
oar schools open the minimum term required b}' law, at a low salar3^, and 
do the necessary building and repairing, our directors have l>ecn, in many 
districts, compelled to lay a tax of nearly two per cent. This, with the 
State and county taxes, becomes very burdensome to our citizens; yet 
notwithstanding it is borne almost without a murmer. 

Our sister counties, of more means and greater educational facilities, feel 
disposed, very frequentl}', to brand us with a want of public spirit and indif- 
ference in regard to common school education ; but apply the same rigorous 
syitem of taxation to them, and we will hazard the assertion, ihtit it will 
break down the common school system, within their limits, in a single year. 
These facts suggest to us the necessity of a change in our system with re- 
gard to taxation. Justice and the public good call loudly for the equaliza- 
tion of taxes for school purposes throughout th^ Commonwealth. If it is 
just and fair for a rich man in a poor district to pay one and a half or two 
per cent, of his valuation to school the poor children of hia district^ it is 
just and fsAr for the rich men all over the State to pay a like per centum 
for the education of the poor children of this great Commonwealth. Nor 
can we expect to enjoy the full benefits and blessings of the system, until 
thia change is made. 

Teachers. — There is yet, we regret to say, quite a deficiency in the num- 
ber of competent teachers for our schools ; yet a gradual advancement is 
being made by nearly all of our teachers. This inspires us with the hope 
that we will be able to report more favorably on this point hereafter. 

The prejudice, heretofore existing, against female teachers, is gradually 
giying away to more philosophical views on the subject, which have been 
attended with a corresponding increase in the number of females employed 
in that capacity during the past year. In one district alone, consisting of 
seven schools, five were taught by female teachers, and with a success 
equalling that of those taught by males. 

OBSTACLES IN THE YTAT OF IMPROVEMENT. 

Among the many retarding agencies, that of irregular attendance un- 
doubtedly occupies the most prominent position. It is no uncommon oc- 
currence to find schools in which the percentage of attendance for the last 
five years, on an average, falls below fifty. This indifierence exhibited by 
parents, fo^r the welfare of their ofOspring, cannot be condemned in too 
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severe tcrm^ ; and parents who will thus withhold from their children that 
nourishment which is necessary to enlarge the understanding, develop the 
intellect and elevate them in the scale of being, by making them good and 
virtuous citizens, and thus frustrate the hopes of the country and the de- 
signs of the founders of the sj'stiem, by fastening upon the body politic a 
seething mass of ignorance, uncontrolled and uncontrollable passions, de. 
serves the lasting opprobrium of all good citizens. If there is a crime for 
the commission of which future generations will reflect upon us and hold 
us responsible, it is that of stinting the growth of the immortal mind. 

Ted't-books, — A want of uniformity in text-books has been a serious draw- 
baclv on the progress of our schools. Happily this is now being remedied 
as speedily as possible, and we shall have a uniform series throughout the 
county. 

Con chiding Remarks, — During the term the schools were kept open and 
in operation, and our official visits were being made, a case fell under our 
observation which we think calls for special legislation. In several dis- 
tricts reports about the teacher were circulated, and attempts made by evil 
disposed persons to carr}' insubordination into the school room, with a view 
to dismiss the teacher. Several instances of this kind occurred during the 
past ^nnter. At one of these meetings it was our good fortune to be pre- 
sent, by accident. The directors were called, charges preferred against the 
teacher, and investigation by the board, as required by law, and the teacher 
acquitted for want of proof. We ask now if good service cannot be ren- 
dered to the cause of education, and a more harmonious working of the 
school system secured, by allowing the directors, in such cases as referred 
to above, a per diem^ to be paid by the party against whom the case shall 
be decided ? We believe if such an act were passed, fewer cases of the 
kind would arise, teachers would be more careful, and more faithful, in the 
discharge of their duties. Citizens would proceed with more care and cir- 
cumspection, feel more inclined to overlook little incidental blunders of the 
teadier, and be less captious than they are under the law as it stands at 
present. 

We hold that it would be but a simple act of justice, to pay the dfreo- 
tor for time thus spent. It is contrary to every principle of right, that he 
should be dragged from his labor, and the comforts of home, through cold 
and wet, to the farthest limits of the district, lose his time, impair his 
health, to investigate some trivial charger, and then receive no compensa- 
tion for it. The case is too clear for argument. His duties are sufficiently 
onerous aside from this, and it is not just that he should be still further 
burdened because he patiently bears tliose already heaped upon him. 
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GREENE COUNTY— T. J. Teal. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

• 

Calmly reflecting over the educational interests of the county, I have the 
gratification of reporting that considerable progress has been made during 
the year ; and I wish to give it as my firm conviction, that if we continue to 
advance in the future, as we have steadily done in the past, that the princi- 
ples of popular education will finally triumph over prejudice and ignorance, 
and an enlightened a;id educated public opinion will ere long claim the 
common schools to be " the people's colleges." 

Houses. — The old and uncomfortable houses are gradually giving place 
to new and commodious ones that are being erected in their stead. Ten 
new houses have been built during the year, in the following districts, viz : 
Two in Springhill, one in Jackson, one in Morris, four in Richhill, and two 
in Monongahela. These, with two exceptions, are of good size, neatly fin- 
ished, and so constructed as to preserve the health of the pupils, and pro- 
mote the well-ordering of their respective schools. The one at Greensboro', 
Monongahela district, is an elegant two-story building, fifty-two feet long 
by thirty wide, and is designed for a school of two or three grades. The 
location of some of the houses is neither pleasing nor attractive ; and, in 
some cases, the grounds granted or purchased are too small to accommo- 
date the scholars in their recreations ; and, consequently, they are com- 
pelled to trespass upon neighboring property ; and sometimes, in search of 
suitable grounds, they wander too far from the premises to be under the 
immediate control of the teacher. The directors have the remedy for the 
foregoing evils in their own hands, and should apply it by selecting more 
eligible locations, and by purchasing larger and more suitable lots of ground, 
where the pupils can engage in their juvenile sports when the school room 
has lost its charms, and their general well being demands that they take 
active exercise in the open air. 

Graded Schools, — There are five graded schools in the county. One has 
been graded during the year at Greensboro'. Provision should be made to 
establish others without delay. In no other dopiirtraent of business is 
economy of time and labor of more value than in teaching 

Apparatus. — More liberal views are entortairicd in regard to suppljing the 
schools with apparatus. Numeral frames, geometrical solids and Pierce's 
eight-inch globes were introduced in MorgrJilov^nsliip, during tl:o year; an<l 
the same aids, with the addition of MitclielTs ont-line maps, v.ere purchased 
for the schools of Jeflferson borough. Each school should be ^vell supplied 
with apparatus. They are indispensable articles in the possession of the 
active and live teacher, in making his instructions both practical and thor- 
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ough. The nature of knowledge and the true order of development are 
governed by this fundamental law, that ends cannot be reached without 
means. 

Teachers, — There is now a greater demand for qualified teachers than 
heretofore ; still, many are licensed to teach who have never endeavored to 
make that preparation which is so necessary for them to succeed in such a 
noble and honorable calling. The laws of supply and demand have failed 
to regulate or remedy this evil, in the working of our educational system. 
Nevertheless, the teachers are advancing. They have a more thorough 
knowledge of the branches to be taught, and better methods of imparting 
their knowledge. They read more books on the " science of education," 
and ^' the art of teaching." They attend more educational meetings and 
teachers' institutes. These are the teachers who display superior skill and 
ability in managing their schools, and these are the teachers that the citi- 
zens should remember are worthy of their hire. A policy prevails with 
some, to employ incompetent teachers, in order that they may have cheap 
schools ; but at the close of the term the dissatisfaction of the people in 
such districts, proves that the teachers have been " cheap," but the schools 
" dear." Will this impolitic course secure the ends contemplated in our 
system, or will it reward ignorance and drive skill and learning from the 
profession ? 

WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Institutes Two townships and Carmichael's borough organized their in- 
stitutes according to the requirements of the law. So far as I know, these 
institutes were continued in successful operation during the entire term. 
Twelve special institutes were held in different parts of the county, with an 
aggregate attendance of one hundred and sixty teachers ; and, on some oc- 
casions, more citizens than could be accommodated. Such meetings have a 
commanding influence in educating public sentiment and arousing a spirit 
of enterprise among teachers, by comparing their respective merits. The 
County institute convened December 30, 1867, and was organized and con- 
ducted according to the act authorizing the meeting. One hundred and 
three teachers were present, and a very respectable number of spectators. 
Professors A. B. Miller, J. C. Gilchrist, S. S. Jack and J. M. Moore were 
in attendance, and lectured on various subjects. Professors Stephens and 
Hull lectured on penmanship. In the number attending, in the interest 
manifested, and in the practical workings of the institute, it far surpassed 
any educational meeting ever held in the county ; and, at its adjournment, 
all were well pleased, and expressed themselves as believing it to have been 
a good thing. 
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Examinations, — Twenty-one public examinations and twenty-eight pri- 
vate ones were held during the year. I adopted a combination of the oral 
and written methoils, believing such to be the means of economizing time, 
and more accurately measuring the qualifications of* teachers. 

The directors generally met in an official capacity to judge the fitness of 
candidates. This caused a larger number to be present than during any 
rear since I have had the supervision of the public schools in the county. 
A good number of citizens attended many of the examinations, which 
added much to the interest. The standard of qualifications has been gradu- 
ally raised, and many of the teachers are making laudable efforts to meet 
the requirements. 

VisitoHoni. — Two hundred visitations were made during the year. All 
tae schopls were visited except three. Two of these were not in operation 
when near them, and it was inconvenient to visit the other. I was fre- 
quently accompanied by directors, which added much interest to the visi- 
tations. It has been my object, in visiting the schools, to ascertain the 
classification and government of the same ; and, when necessary, to offer 
suggestions for their improvement. Directors and citizens could do much 
for their advancement by frequent visitations. They would cheer the pupils 
on to new achievements in their march of progress. 

WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENTS. 

Waynesburg College. — The students in attendance are from various parts 
of the Union. The course of instruction is both thorough and practical, 
and some of our eminent teachers emanate from the halls of this institu- 
tion. Greene academy still labors in behalf of the public schools. The two 
county papers disseminate the workings of the system in the county, and 
thereby do much to enlist the public mind in behalf of education. 

OBSTACLES TO IMPROVEMENT. 

That there are obstacles in the way of improvement is but a statement 
of facts. Some of these, by proper supervision, can easily be removed. 
The character of others is such, that our most eminent and philosophical 
educators have failed to furnish a satisfactory remedy for them. Irregular 
attendance is one of the great opposing elements in the way of progress. 
It destroys the classification of the schools, and obstructs the progress of 
the pufHls. It discourages the teaeher, and makes his work ineflicient. It 
deprives many of a practical education, and throws them upon the bosom of 
society without those essential characteristics which constitute good citi- 
zenship, yet ^^ compulsory attendance is incompatible with the spirit of our 
people, and inconsistent with the nature of our free institutions.'.' 
9 School Bxp. 
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MEANS OF IMPROVEMENT. 

There should be an efficient corps of school officers who will faithfully 
discharge the duties entrusted to their care, and who will have the courage 
to tread where duty leads. 

The Legislature should largely increase the State appropriation, in order 
to assist the poorer cpunties in their noYAe eflEbrts to sustain their schools. 
The' fundamental principle of our free system is, t)iat the wealth of the 
State should educate the childr^i of the Commonwealth. 

Conclusion, — ^I tender my thanks to the officers of the School Depart- 
ment for their indulgence, to the directors and citizens for their kindness 
and hospitality, and to the teachers for their courtesy and friendship. 



HUNTINGDON COTTNTY.— D. F. Tusset. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE OOUNTT. 

No schools were graded during the year. Five school houses were biiiit ; 
one in Bairee, two in Cass, one in Shirley, and one in Union. These 
jhouses may all be classed as ordinary. They are better houses than were 
formerly built in these districts, but they are not, in many respects, what 
:Sciiool houses should be. Directors would do well, before building, to con- 
sult Wickersham's School Economy, School Architecture, or some similar 
work. By following the plans suggested in those works, comfort and con- 
TcnieiK^ would frequently be secured with very little additional expense. 
Very many of our school houses are deficient in the necessary amount of 
black-board surface. This is to be' attributed, in some measure, to teaehers 
not urging upon directors the importance of having good boards. It is 
just as prudent to employ a man to chop wood by the day and give him a 
dull axe to work with, ns to employ a teacher to teach and not furnish a 
good black-board and other necessary apparatus or tools. The out-line 
maps are generally old, and need to be re-placed by those of a later date. 
Pierce's magnetic globes were introduced into the schools in several dis- 
tricts. In some of these the houses were not fit for use, and were destitute 
of every other kind of apparatus* I would be much pleased to see good 
globes in all our sohools ; but I think it would be advisable to supply the 
things moat needed first. 

It is believed that the annual district reports, and the accompanying 
statistical report, will show that we have made some progress during the 
year. The qualifications of our teachers are advancing, and their wages 
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in about the same ratio. More teachers attended institations for their im- 
proYemect) this year, than during any previous year. 

Our County institute, though not as well attended as it should have been^ 
was a success. The State Superintendent, Professor Brooks, W. W. Wood- 
ruff, and H. W. Fisher, Esqrs., Superintendents of Chester and. Bedford 
counties, A. S. Manson, Alvin M'Carthy, S. F. Brown, and R. Milton Speer, 
Esqrs., assisted as instructors and lecturers. That those teachers who at- 
tended were instructed, as well as gratified, was very evident on visiting 
their schools sometime afterwards. The directors that attended were not 
only mach pleased, but seemed to have new life and energy infused into 
them,' and went away with a determination to do more to promote the ad- 
vancement of their schools. 

8DU0ATIONAL WORK DONE BT SUPERINTEimEirT. 

Thirty4hree public examinations were held, and eight teachers were ex- 
amined privately, at the request of directors. Two hundred and forty- 
eight teachers were examined ; two hundred and thirteen of whom received 
provisional certificates, and twenty-five of whom were rejected. My inten- 
tion was to reject all whose average grade was more than three, but after 
I had completed the circuit I found I must either take a few of a lower 
grade, or suffer some of the schools not to be opened. It was thought the 
former wonld perhaps be the lesser evil of the two, but it is hoped that such 
«n alternative will not present itself again. The examinations were better 
attended by directors and citizens, and more interest was manifested this 
year than last. 

The visitation of schools was commenced in the latter part of Septem- 
ber, and continued almost uninterruptedly till the close of the schools. Two 
hnndred and forty-nine visits were made, and the average time of each visit 
was one hour and fifty minutes. The average time spent in each school 
was two hours and a quarter. I was accompanied by fifby*six directors^ 
and met with forty-four patrons in the schools in making these visits. The 
time was occupied in observing recitations, conducting recitations, exam- 
ining classes, and in making short addresses. Private suggestions were 
niade to teachers in cases in which it was thought necessary. I was pleased 
to find the condition of our schools improving, but we have still too many 
teachers who at least remain stationary, if they do not retrograde. 

I assisted Professor Kuhn, of Milnwood academy, from near the first of 
May till near the first of July, in instructing a class of teachers. The class 
was not large, but the students studied closely, and made commendable 
progress. 
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EDUCATIONAL WORK »ONS BY* OTHEB AQEXCIES. 

Academies and select schools in oar own and seigbboring cotroties re 
dered important aid in fitting oar teachers for tbeir work, bat onr most ii 
portant aid was derived from the Millersville Normal school. 

The obstacles in the way of improvement were noticed in my last repoi 
and need not be referred to again* 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO MKJMOTE iSfl^ROVEMENr. 

1. Legislation eompeUing the schools to be kept open a longer ter 
Twenty-four of our thirty-thjree districts have only a four months' ten 
It is utterly impossible for our schools to attain a prosperous conditit 
and have but four months school in the year. The term is not only U 
short for the children to be educated, but it alsa deprives them of the be 
teachers ; for unless good teachers are so situated that they cannot lea\ 
they will go where they have longer terms and better wages, 

2. Graded schools. At least one good graded schooF could be esta 
lished in nearly every district, nnd it is hoped that the true friends of pi 
gress will not cease their efforts until this has been accomplished. 

3. We must have a Normal school in this or an adjoining county, 
was fondly hoped that old Huntingdon would be able to boast of one 
these noble institutions, but it seems we are doomed to disappointment f 
the preset. The beneficial influence of such schools is too perceptible 
need any argument in their favor. 

4. The friends of education in our county must be more active and vi| 
lant. There has heretofore been too much indifference among those wl 
can appreciate the value of an education. This must be shaken off, ai 
every friend of the good cause must resolve that this county shall not ' 
behind in the general progress that is making in the improvement of o 
common schools. 

5- We earnestly recommend the suggestions of the State Supeiintende 
iu regard to paying teachers in proportion to the grade of their certifical 
and their success in teaching. Common justice, as well as the best int< 
ests of our schools, demands that these wholesome suggestions should 
put into immediate practice. 
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INDIANA COUNTY.— A. J. Bolae. 

EDUCATIONAL PBOGBESa. 

I bave visited a large majority of the schools in this county. As a general 
thing, I can truly say, they have improved ; but I can, with as much confi- 
dence, say there is yet much room for improvement, not only on the part of 
the teachers of the county, but on the part of boards of school directors, 
parents and guardians of the children, and youth of our county. Much 
has been done, but much more should have been done, and much more could 
have been done. We all see it, foci it, know it ; but yet we do it not. When 
I think and know that justice will be administered to all, it seems to me we 
might begin to bare the back to the lash of justice. We cannot shirk it off. 
Sooner or later it will come. What shall we do ? The best answer i can 
give, is do better for time to come, and get forgiven for the past. 

School Houses. — They are not as they shoukl be. Many of them are 
situated in out of the way places, scarcely accessible by any road in winter 
time. Even the coal wagon cannot Approach them, and they are compelled 
to bum wood in « coal stove to keep themselves from freezing. A large 
number of the school houses in the county are at all times imeomfortable. 
The floors ave open. There are openings in the walls large enough for a 
cat to run through ; the ceiling Admits every blast that blows, and there is 
nothing comfortable in furniture, nor any thing attractive in school room 
Apparatus. Is it strange to thinking men that the little fellows do not at 
All times like to go to school -, especially when they have a comfortable, at- 
tractive place at home ? All this could be remedied even by repairing the 
old house, and spending a few days in it with the children, so they woulii 
come to think it pleasant. But I think it ¥(Ould be better to build a now 
one, as soon as possible, where the old one is so mueh dilapidAted. 

Furniture end Apparatus. — On these subjects I shall say but lilt( •. 
Nearly all the school houses in the county have endurable seats, and m<>^t 
of them comfortable ones. Many of them could be improved, and it is 
hoped they will be. In apparatus every school should at least have g^ od 
black-boards, geographical out4ine maps, globes, orthographic charts, <^c'.^ 
but besides these many other things might be added, which, in the hands 
of a good teacher, would make the school room more Attractive, and wonM 
enable him to accomplish more in the education of the young in a iiuicU 
shorter time. Hence, it is hoped more attention will be given to this sulvjeei 
Compulsory Attendance. — I have always been in favor of compulsory ut- 
tendanoe. My reason is this : The great State of Pennsylvania has made 
{revision for the education €^ alL She takes it for granted that all should 
educated^ 
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Nearly all concede this. If all are not in school from choice, they shonid 
be compelled to be there. The welfare of the yoath as well as the welfare 
of the State demand this. Then it seems to me there should be legal enact- 
ments to bring them into school, that they may enjoy the advantages the 
State has provided for them. 

Wages of the Teacher. — The compensation for good teadiers is not snfS- 
cient, yet I am glad to say much has been done in that direction. Wages. 
have increased from $25 per month to $35, in nK>st districts, and in a feir 
to as much as $40 per month. But this is not sufficient comp^isation for 
a good teacher, and the consequence is a lai^e number of our best qualiiled 
teachers go to other places, where they can receive better wages for their 
labor. I would therefore recommend an increase of salary for well qualified 
teachers, while at the same time I would disparage all who make no effort 
to increase their qualifications. Necessity alone should find them a place- 
in school as teacher, and then at the lowest wages. 

Female Teachers^ — Observation has shown to me that the female fills the* 
position of teacher equally as well as the male, when the qualificationSy in- 
tellectually, are the same. The objection generally made to female teachers 
is, that they cannot govern a school. I have in some districts found thai 
the female teachers of the district exceeded the males. My opinion is^ ir 
there is a lively interest in the school manifested by both parents and 
boards of school directors, neither sex will have much difficulty in control- 
ling schools. 

Moral Teaching. — ^Pkineiples of morality are taught in all the s<^kk>18 of 
the county. The Bible is r^ularly read, and every teacher who realizes 
his responsibility will not Ikil in this all-important part of his work* 

XDUCATIONAL WORK. 

ExaminoHcns* — One was held in each district of the county. The oral 
method was. used as far as possible. This was done to create an interest 
in the community where they were held. It had the desired efiect, and now 
we are almost certain to find a lalrge number of spectators present at ev^* 
examination. 

Vi9itaii(m8. — A large majority of the schools were visited, and some of 
them more than once. I am glad to report an improvement, since last win- 
ter, in most of them. There were but lew entire failures, and these were 
the results of inexperience on the part of the teachers, and want of proper 
interest by the patrons of the schools. 

InnHtuten. — ^As a means of instruction in the art of teaching they can- 
not be overrated. District institutes have failed to some extent, owing al- 
most entirely to the incapacity and inefficiency of the teachers. A district 
institute should be interesting, and it always is so, when the teachers who 
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compose it are qualified and in earnest. The County institute exceeded 
all expectations. About two hundred teachers were In attendance, and all 
manifested a desire to work. Its operations were altogether of a practical 
nature, ond were carried into the active exercises of the school room. 

Graded Schools. — I can report only fifteen. No advancement has been 
made in. this durection ; yet we should have several added each year. I 
hope the time is not &r distant when all localities, suitable for graded 
schools, will avail themselves of the advantages of these organizations. 

Uniformity of Text-Books. — It is to be regretted that there is not uni- 
formity in all the districts. It is the general opinion, however, that the 
time is not fiur distant when we will have uniformity in the county. This, 
it is thought, will be a step in the right direction. 

Normal Schools and Academies. — Of these we have in the county nine, 
all of which are well patroni;sed. Through them a higher grade of teachers 
is procured ; and it is believed the time is not far distant when all who 
CeuI to improve themselves will be left to seek some other employment. 

Wants^ — We should have a corps of experienced and skillful teachers, 
who will make teaching a business, and not merely a stepping-stone to 
something more lucrative. We should have at leaat six months school in 
the year. The work of teaching should be a profession. 

This, it seems to me, should be done by legislation. It might be doue 
by equalizing taxation over the whole State for school purposes. We want 
the teachers to have employment long enough in each year, and such a com- 
pensation given them^ that they can feel that they can make an honest living 
by teaching. 

As soon as such a state of affairs is brought about we may expect a 
happy future in the cause of education, and not till then. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY— S. W. Smith. 

EDUOATIONAL PBOGESSS. 

Seven new school houses were erected during the school year included in 
this report. . They are all but one built after models found in the Pennsyl- 
vania School Architecture. One of these new buildings deserves particular 
notice. The one built in Punxsutawney borough is a fine brick building, 
with four apartments, well arranged for graded schools, b£ a oost of about 
seven thousand dollars, when fully completed. 

It is gratifying to state that the grounds selected by directors, on which 
to build new houses, foreshadow better taste and judgment than was ex- 
hibited in this branch of their duty in former years. Not less than half an 



136 JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

acre Is desirable for schools in rural districts, and ia some instances mon 
This should be oasy of access, not much sloping, and in all respects a pies 
sant site ; either naturally so, or rendered so by art. We hope the age i] 
which school houses were built on steep side hills, rocky points, and out o 
the way places, is fully past, never more to return. 

Schools^-^The schools were all in operation, the term varying in the dil 
ferent districts, from four to soyen months. In the north half of the count; 
the term is divided, giving three months of winter school, and from two V 
three of summer school. This division of the term, it is believed, afford 
advantages and comfort to the younger class of pupils, which they conl< 
not enjoy, to the same extent, in one continuous term of the same numbe 
of months, and that at the most inclement season of the year. There ar 
one hundred and thirty-eight schools. Of this number, fifby-nine wen 
taught by males, and seventy-nine by females. The salaries of male teach 
ers vary from thirty to sixty dollars per month ; that of females from nine 
teen dollars and fift^ cents, to thirty per month. 

Uniformity of text-books exists only in a part of the county ; but ther 
are fair indications of uniformity throughout the county, as early as is prac 
tical. This, when frilly accomplished, will greatly advance our educationa 
interest. 

The schools are all frimished with black-boards, nearly i^ll with out-lin 
maps, and part of them with astronomical charts. Beyond this, we mak 
no pretensions to school apparatus, though we hope to add, from time t* 
time, as opportunity favors, till the educational interest of the childrei 
shall be fairly met and provided for. Few, if any, will admit that the schoo 
system is developed to its capacity. That much «if its working and pre 
gress is silent and unobserved by those who pay but little or no attontioi 
to it, is equally apparent. 

While progress attended the efforts of teachers and directors generally 
we are pained to note a few exceptions. The Brookville schools (six u 

« 

number) were surrounded by unfavorable elements. There were obstacle 
in the way, which, at the time, could not be obviated by teachers, directors 
or Superintendent. The buildings were old, much dilapidated, and in quit 
a ruinous condition, wholly unfit for schools, preeeuting a sombre an< 
prison-like appearance. 

Notwithstanding this condition of the buildings, the school rooms wer 
crowded to their utmost capacity. At the same time, it was believed, ove 
a hundred children did not attend the schools at all. The gradation of th 
schools was nearly lost, by introducing into each school room nearly a: 
equal number of pupils, without much regard to their attainments. Th 
high school became a mixed school, and the labors and perplexities of th 
school room much increased. The directors being fully awarci for the las 
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two years, that such a orisis was fast approaching, purchased a piece of 
land, and had made arrangements for the erection of new and commodious 
buildings. As soon as this action of the board became publicly known, it 
caused an excitement, some alleging that we had school rooms enough, and 
that they were good enough. Others claimed that, in view of the cost of a 
new court house, (near $100,000,) and the liability ©f the county railroad 
bonds, it would be quite impossible to build a new school house at the pre- 
sent time ; that it would be better policy to repair the old ones, and defer the 
building of a new one till a more convenient season. 

An excited public nTeeting was called to consider the matter. It at once 
decided to repair the old buildings. They are now being repaired, and will 
be ready for use at the opening of the next term. 

The first allegation cited above, is unworthy of notice ; the premises of 
the second are true, but we cannot clearly see why the indebtedness of a 
ocranty will compel the children to relinquish their claims to an education. 
If it is the right and the duty of the State to educate its children, through 
its school agencies, it is difficult to understand how grand juries, or county 
commissioners, can barter away even a part of that right, or give it in ex- 
change for court house and railroad stock. 

No other district in the county has intimated a design to diminish or 
check its educational zeal on account of public works being pushed forward. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE. 

Twenty-three public examinations were held in diflferent parts of the 
county. They were well attended by directors and citizens. One hundred 
and ninety-nine applicants were examined. Four professional certificates 
were issued. The schools were not all visited during the winter term. They 
would have been visited, but sickness, brought on by exposure, forced a 
suspension of visitations for a time, and some of them closed before this kind 
of labor was again resumed. The summer schools were all visited ; some 
twice, a few three times. 

Teachers^ — They are fully aware of the progress of the school system, 
and are making efforts for higher attainments, by self-culture, or attendance 
at higher institutions of learning. No entire failure occurred among the 
teachers. There were only two partial failures. In these the citizens were 
as much, if not more, to blame than the teachers. We have a word of cheer 
and comfort for our teachers, fbr their zeal, energy and skill, as well as the 
public acceptance with which their labor has been received. Many of our 
teachers are entirely too young. Had I the power, I would not issue a cer- 
tificate to any teacher under twenty years of age, male or female. 

An error in the system of teaching is the eager haste to fill the mind, or 
expand the intellect of the child to its utmost limits, with literary matter, 
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while all this time the moral culture is almost, if not entirely, lost i^ght o 
How often do we parents stimulate the child to the greatest possible inte 
lectual exertions. Add to this the daily, it may be hourly, encouragement 
of the teacher in the same direction, and it wakes up and puts in motion al 
the energies of that little intellectual soul. Little or no attention is give 
to moral culture. If the child keeps within reasonable bounds of propriet 
in and out of school, he is set down as sound in morals. The effecta c 
this system of teaching may be seen by going into any of the large town 
and carefully note the actions and language of the young on the street 
and at places of resort. We are educating the intellectual, but neglectin 
the moraL 

Institutes. — Two were held, one a branch institute, at Punxsutawny, th 
other an annual iuBtitute, at Brookville. The first convened at Ponxst 
tawny on the 30th of December, and continued three days. It was an ii 
teresting one, though not as well attended by citizens as could have bee 
desired. Religious meetings were in successful operation, the churches i 
use, and the teachers had to meet in the old school house-— a place entirel, 
unfit. Reverends Cooper, Latshaw and A. C. White, Esq., have the thank 
of the institute for their aid and assistance. 

The annual institute was held at Brookville. It opened on Monday, th 
15th day of April, and continued five days. This was the largest and bes 
institute ever held in the county. A large collection of active teachen 
and over four hundred citizens, together with nearly all the professions 
men of the place, and some from abroad, wakened an interest not befor 
felt. Lectures were delivered by General Harry White, Hon. W. P. Jenkc 
Judge Oordon, Dr. Hunt and Qeorge Jenks, Esq. A. L. Gordon, Esq 
and Dr. Sweny, took an active part in discussions. Reverends Leasoi 
Sterrett and Struthers attended, and rendered important aid. They a] 
have the thanks of the. institute. Our hotel keepers are not soon to b 
forgotten for their kindness and hospitality. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAT OF IMPROVEMENT. 

A want of uniform text-books in all the districts has been a serious ol 
stacle in the way of progress in the schools. Uniformity of books no^ 
exists in nearly half the districts, and we earnestly hope the ot)ier half wi' 
be supplied at as early a period as is consistent. May we not reaaonaU 
anticipate more progress when a uniform series is in use throughout th 
county ? 

Again I take the liberty of calling attention to the irregular atlendanc 
at school. This evil is prevalent. It is a waste, a loss of education, and 
a loss of money. It seems to be confined to no particular locality, but s 
prevalent as the school system itself. If no adequate means can be devise 
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irithoaty to secure more regular attendance at school, we recommend legie- 
Jative action on this subject. 

The per cent, of attendance in the county is 68^, showing a deficiency 
of 36^ per cent, in the attendance at school. Now, as our schools, includ- 
ing building, renting and r^)airii)g, cost over twentj-fiye thousand dollars 
annually, there is of thia money lost every year, through non-attendance 
at school, over nine thousand one hundred and twenty-five dollars. Eldred 
and Washington districts are honorable exceptions, and the only ones in 
the county. Bldred's per cent, of attendance is ninety; Washington's 
eighty-nine. 

Teachers and others, interested in the progress of the schools, have un- 
ceasingly tried to arrest this evil, but without effect. Must the tax-payers 
'pay annually over nine thousand dollars to educate children, and they, 
through the indifference of parents, are not sent to school ? 

MSASUBSS CALCULATE!) TO PROMOTB IMPBOVSMSNT. 

1. Regular attendance, if by any proper means it can be secured. 

2. An equalization of the school tax throughout the State. 

3. A less number of directors sworn to discharge their duties according' 
to law, and paid a reasonable sum for their labor. 

4. Division of the State appropriation according to the number of scho- 
lars in the district. 



JUNIATA COUNTY.— George W. Llotd. 

EDUCATIONAL PBOQBESS IN THE COUNTY. 

Some progress worthy of notice has been made in the county during the 
year. In most of the districts more interest has been manifested by direc- 
tors, in securing the services of competent teachers, than has heretofore been 
noticed in this county. The boards of Fermanagh, Walker and Susque- 
hanna townships increased the salaries of thtdr teachers five dollars per 
month. In several townships the salaries of teachers, holding professional 
certificates, were increased. Delaware is the only township in the county 
in which the salaries of teachers were decreased. Whole number of school 
houses, ninety-two ; forty-seven of which are frame; fourteen, brick ; seven, 
stone, and twenty-four, log. Fifty-two have suitable fbmitui*e ; twenty- 
eight are only middling, being mostly too small and inconveniently ftir- 
nished, while twenty-two are entirely unfit for school purposes. The loca- 
tion of houses is generally good ; but ve^ few have a sufficient amount of 
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grounds properly improved, aod the providing of out-buildings has beei 
most shamefully neglected. The grounds of two school houses have beei 
improved and shade trees planted during the year. 

Five new school houses have been erected and occupied. One, respec 
tively, in Walker, Beale and Spruce Hill, and two in Tuscarora. In Beale 
Spruce Hill and Tuscarora the buildings are frame ; in Walker, brick. Th< 
one in Walker is a fine structure, well finished and middling well situated 
The cost of the building was over $2,000. The two in Tuscarora are gooc 
buildings, and would answer every purpose, were it not for an error in the 
fhmiture, the desks being too high. This, however, can be remedied. The 
one in Spruce Hill is a good building, but is not very weir located. The 
one in Beale is a very good house, well furnished, but entirely too close tc 
the road. 

An erroneous idea still prevails to a great extent among directors, witi 
respect to the size of school houses. They are generally governed by the 
immediate wants of the district in which they are about to build, and thi 
consequence is, in a very few years, the houses are much too small. Thew 
is some improvement in the choice of grounds for the location of school 
houses ; but we are sorry to say that the old prevailing practice of having 
them near public roads, is still tenaciously adhered to by some boards ol 
directors. Books are uniform in fifty-four schools; but the remaining 
schools have several different kinds. All the houses are fhmished with 
black-board surface. Eight districts have out-line maps. Pierce's seven* 
inch magnetic globes were supplied in all the townships during the year, 
excepting Delaware and Susquehanna. Several schools are supplied with 
charts of the solar system, and a few with charts on penmanship. The 
liberality of the directors in this direction is highly commendable. 

The whole number of schools in the county is one hundred. There were 
no schools graded during the year. The Bible is read daily in eighty-four 
schools. One hundred and fifteen teachers were employed during the fall 
and winter terms ; seventy-six of which were males, and thirty-nine females. 
Of those holding the provisional certificate, fifty gave general satisfaction ; 
thirty-six were medium, and eleven whose services had better been dis- 
pensed with. There were four total failures. Our statistical report ex- 
hibits the following, viz : Nineteen teachers have had no experience in 
teaching ; thirty-four have taught less than one year, and twenty-two have 
read no educational works. The qualifications of teachers, generally, arc 
not what might be desired ; but a number of our teachers are well qualified 
and are making vast improvements ; yet it is to be lamented that so man3p 
fail to be good disciplinarians. Some of our schools do not make the pro- 
gress that is dasired ; and we are pleased to say that some of the directors 
are beginning to see the importance of pa3ring good teachers for their ser- 
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Tices. The visitation of schools by directors is being poorly attended too« 
except in the districts named in our last report, where the same interest is 
still kept up by the secretary acting as district superintendent. 

EDUCAllONAL WOBK DOWB BT COUNTY SrPBRINTBWDBlfT. 

Twenty-one public and four private examinations were held during the 
jear, and one hundred and twelve applicants were examined ; ninety-eight 
received the provisional certificate, and four professional, during the year* 
Thirteen were rejected. The average grade of certificates two and two- 
fifths (2|) nearly. 

I visited all the schools, at my first visit, that were open, except one in 
Black Log. At my second visit alj. except twenty-one, which were in Lack 
and Tuscarora. The course pursued at my visits to the schools was about 
the same as last year. Average time spent in each school two and one-half 
(2^) hours. I commenced the visitation of schools the 30th of September, 
and continued until the 17th of February, when I was injured by a fall, and 
had to give up the pursuance of my labors. One hundred and seventy- 
three visits were made, and the distance traveled, in making the examina- 
tions and visits, was twelve hundred and twenty-six miles. 

We are sorry to say, that only three district institutes were organized 
and attended by the teachers during the year. This result is much to be 
regretted, but public sentiment is unfavorable to district institutes, and 
directors do not feel w^illing to grant the time for both district and county 
institutes, and consequently district institutes are on the decline. 

Two county instiutes were held; one at Miiflintown, commencing Decem- 
ber 9, and continuing five days. More teachers were present at this insti- 
tute than at any previous meeting of the kind ever held in the county, and 
quite a lively interest was manifested by the teachers; but there were not 
as many citizens in attendance as wq have had at previous meetings. Lec- 
tures were delivered by Eev. J. S. Ermentrout, on the theory of teaching 
and history ; by S. S. Jack, Esq., on the common branches ; by Prof. J. H. 
Shoemaker, on circulating decimals, and by Prof. David Wilson, on rhetoric. 
Additional lectures, class drills and essays, were participated in by our 
own teachers. The other institute was held at M'Coysville, on the ITth and 
18th of January. Thirty-one teachers were in attendance. The exercises 
Were class drills and lectures by the different teachers. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BT OTHER AGENCIES. 

Two of our county papers, the Juniata Republican and the Democrat 
^d Register^ have each a column set apart exclusively for educational 
purposes. We had some trouble at first to get teachers to take charge of 
those columns and act as editors, but we have now succeeded in getting 
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persevering men to act as editors, and the columns are generally filled every 
week, and they have now become a success, as some good literature is being 
furnished hy the different teachers, and they are improving the opportunity 
of exchanging their views on the different topics pertaining to their calling. 

Private schools, as usual, are taught in a minority of the school houses 
during the summer season. The minority of these are taught by females, 
and the length of term from two to three months. Quite a number of these 
teachers are never examined, and teach a'^few scholars for a mere trifle, 
keeping good teachers out of employment. Directors should reftee to 
grant school houses to teachers who have no certificates. By so doing they 
would cause those who' wish to teach to prepare for the business, and also 
do justice to those who do prepare. 

My thanks are due to directors and citizens in all parts of the county, 
for the uniform kindness, courtesy and hospitality with which I have been 
treated. 



LANCASTER COUNTY.— David Evans. 

EDUCATIONAL PROORESS. 

• 

The general progress of the schools was uniform with former years. 
Though not all improved, yet there were but few failures. It is not reason* 
able to expect that all of the five hundred and ten schools, the number now 
in the county, should advance equally well, nor even t^at all should bold 
their own continually. 

But some of the more important educational events, indicating general 
progress, may be stated. West Cocalico township, the last of the districts 
in the county to accept the school system, opened the schools under the 
law in the fall. Their condition may be learned by referring to the statis- 
tical table. A strong argument in favor of the common school system, and 
the agencies appointed under it, may be adduced from the difference be- 
tween their backward condition, and the improved one of those where the 
schools have been open under the system for some 3'^ears. The directors, 
like earnest men, immediately took measures to improve them, and the in- 
dications already are, that West Cocalico will be one of the most progres- 
sive in the county. 

Fifteen districts made improvement beyond that of last year ; seven did 
not maintain their former advancement. The others remained the same. 
Salisbury, Providence and Drumore townships made most progress. In 
these, the salary of the teachers was graded according to the work done in 
the schools. 
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Thirty-two districts now hare a nniformity of books in all the branches. 

During the year eleven adopted a nniformity in reading and spelling, six 

in grammar, two in penmanship, and six in geography. The history of 

the United States was taught in one hundred schools. Salisbury district 

not only adopted a text-book in that branch, but required it to be taught 

in all the schools. 

The directors of Columbia borough have taken another step in the com- 
pletion of their school arrangements. Some years ago they erected the most 
oommodioas and substantial school- building in the cOunty. Lately they 
I>uroha8ed a library for the district, consisting of thirteen hundred volumes 
of choice works on science and literature. There is not yet an adequate • 
supply of apparatus in the schools here. The progressive spirit of the 
l>oard will not long let this want exist. 

Graded 8chx>ols. — Seven schools were graded. The necessity for the 

sidoption of this plan and its advantages were given in a former report. 

The schools are graded in the city, boroughs, towns, and in those parts of 

^he mral districts where two schools are needed in a vicinity of only limited 

extent. The increase in the number of such schools is now mostly in the 

Yoral districts. Lancaster city and Columbia borough have each a complete 

system of grading. In the former place, however, the amount of study to 

l)e done in the primary schools is not sufficient, in proportion to that to be 

done in the secondary. 

School Homes and Grounds. — Seventeen new houses were erected ; all 
good in plans, substantial in material, and appropriate in form ; but many 
that are put up are still too scan^t in dimensions, unsuitable in the arrange- 
ment and gradation of the desks aiid seats, and other inside appliances. 
Perhaps the greatest mistake made in building school houses is in not 
making them larger than merely to accommodate the children now attend- 
ing school, and without any regard to the rapid increase of our population. 
This is a short-sighted policy. A good house will last more than fifty years. 
In much less time than that, the number of children will be double that of 
the present day; consequently, many houses will soon be too small. There 
are too many instances of this kind. Let the past teach us a wholesome 
lesson in this particular. 

My advice to directors is to make a building for one school thirty-six feet 
iong, thirty-two feet wide, and twelve feet from the floor to the ceiling ; and 
of corresponding dimensions when more than one is required. Two double 
houses were erected. ' One at Safe Harbor, in Manor township, and one at 
Mountville, in West Hempfleld. The one in Manor was not finished when 
I visited the district, hence no description is given of it. The one in West 
Hempfleld is sixty-four feet long, thirty-eight feet wide, and ten and a quar- 
ter feet to the ceiling. It is divided into two rooms, each being thirty^eight 
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feet long, and thirty-two feet wide. The partition between the rooms can 
he raised, so as to have on^ large room for educational meetings and exhi' 
bitions. There is a portico along the whole front. The furniture is good. 
The desks are strong and graded. It is located on a slightly elevated lot, 
of one acre and a quarter in extent. The intention is to fence it, and plant 
it with suitable trees. Blessings will follow the directors for the erection 
of this house, during the succeeding generations. At its completion, a dedi* 
catory meeting was held in it. The occasion brought together a large num- 
Ijer of persons. Speeches were made by Hon. J. P. Wickersham, State 
Superintendent, Colonel MTarland, Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphans, 
Mr. S. O. Behmer and County Superintendent Evans. The meeting made 
a good impression. 

Acting upon a suggestion then made, the citizens of the place crowned 
the building with a belfry and bell, the expenses for which were defrayed 
by the proceeds of an exhibition given by the children of the school. It 
is hoped that the same will be done for a nucleus to a school library. 

Brecknock, Caernarvon, Cooalico East, Cocalico West, Colerain, Eden, 
Elizabeth, Fulton, Leacock, Little Britain, Mt. Joy, Martic, Bapho and 
Salisbury districts have some bad houses. They should make immediate 
arrangements for building. In these, one house should be erected every 
year until all are good. Unless this is done the necessity will soon exist 
of putting up several the same year, and thus endanger the success of 
the schools by a heavy school tax for one year, which should 'have been 
distributed over several. In each of the boroughs of Elizabethtown, 
Manheim and Mt. Joy, there ought to be one good house for all the 
schools. The buildings here are in poor condition, and inconveniently ar- 
ranged and located. In two of them arrangements are now being made to 
build. 

Lancaster city ought to have a new building for the high schooL The 
one now in use has gloomy, irregular and small rooms, is in a bad state of 
repair, and its proportions are not at all in harmony with the size and spirit 
of the city. Lancaster is worthy of a building in durability, adaptedness, 
comfort and style equal to any in t^e State. 

Cleanliness of School Booms. — The cleanliness of the school rooms was 
good. Teachers mostly regard it as a duty to practice cleanliness. The 
lectures on physiology at our preceding institute, and suggestions made to 
teachers on this point, at the visitations of the schools, effected this change. 
Nearly every school room outside of the city of Lancaster was commenda- 
bly clean, and had a nicely blackened stove. In the latter place these ne- 
cessities were not so carefuUy observed, though some school rooms in 
it were equal to any in the county for cheerfulness. A school house ought 
to be painted at regular periods, the school room white-washed twice a year, 
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washed at least oHce a month and swept every day ; and the stove ought 
to be blackened frequently to add to the cheerfulness of the place. 

School Grounds. — Only seven of the lots attached to the seventeen new 
school houses have as much as half an acre of ground. It is difficult to 
make our people believe that there is as much benefit derived by a commu- 
nity from iuiL acre of ground, devoted to a play<-ground for children, as 
l)y, planting it with com. Few grounds are sufficiently large; fewer yet 
«re suitably improvtdd. 

School Furniture and Apparatus. — The comfort of pupils, durability and 
neatness, are taken into consideration in the selection of ftimiture. There 
is good progress in the direction of securing suitable furniture. But an 
adequate supply of the right kind of apparatus for the schools is very much 
needed. Not a single school in the county is properly supplied. Many have 
maps, but are in want of some other articles, and vice versa. There is 
manifeatly no definite purpose in the purchases which are now made to 
supply the schools, and there will not be any until an act of legislation will 
spedfy what kind shall be purchased every year, and to what amount, until 
ail the schools shall be adequately provided. The supply to the schools 
was not so good M last year. 

Teacf^rs. — Teachers are again becoming more numerous. The place of 
those taken out of the ranks are fi&st being filled They are improving them- 
selves gradually, but not as fast as the opportunities afforded them would 
lead us to suspect. More rapidly, however, than the certificates indicate, 
inasmuch as new branches have recently been added, and the standard Is 
jearly^beooming higher. Many attend the Normal school at Millersville, 
and at other places. But there is not so systematic a course of study pur- 
sued by teachers, all along, as is necessary for speedy professional success. 
We have^some in the ranks who do not even review their studies until the 
announcement of the time of the examinations. No progress is made by 
these, and the sooner they are displaced by better ones, the better it will 
be for the schools. But a supply of first class teachers will not be at our 
oommand, so long as the salary paid to teachers is no better. Though 
there hasjbeen a general advance for the last few years, it et much too low 
to secure and retain first class teachers. East Donegal made an advance and 
Secured a strong corps of teachers. Unless there is so much of an increase 
that teachers can lay up something every year, it cannot be expected that 
even they who adopted teaching fh>m choice will continue at it ; and the 
Uiortiiying fktit will continually occur of persons engaging in it, because it 
will be a school to them, and a stepping-stone to some other profession. 
Saoh ftcts are sufficiently convincing that there still are huge barriers to* 
aunnount before the schools are as they should be. But it is gratifying to 
know that, according to the rate of ioiprovement of the preeeding yearsy 
10 School Rip. 
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they will soon be so far advanced as to produce a great part of the needfi: 
supply of good teachers. 

There is great improvement in the methods of teaching. Teachers ar 
required to study and undergo a satisfactory examination in four leadini 
works on the science of education and the art of teaching, for full profee 
sional merit on the certificate in the theory of teachings Satisfactory re 
suits are observable from this course. The contents of such books $ir< 
soon applied in the schools, and more thorough teaching is produced there 
by. The schools are not yet regularly visited. There are instances wher* 
not a director made his appearance the whole term. This, however^ is ai 
exception. But there is not sufficient attention given to this duty by di 
rectors. The good effect of regular visitations is very perceptible in th< 
schools. It makes working teachers and studious scholars. 

WOBK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

A larger number of applicants were examined than last year. Abou< 
seven weeks in a connected course were devoted lo tnu pUk/iio examinations 
A great interest was taken in them. More than one hundred people wen 
present at some. Many Saturdays, after the regular appointments, wer< 
employed in private examinations. They cannot be altogether avoided 
They were more frequent the last, than the preceding year, because the 
jliolders of permanent certificates applied to be examined in the History o 
!the United States, when they thought themselves prepared for examination 

Visitations. — The thirty-four schools in East Donegal, East Earl, and 
Caernarvon townships, were not visited. But all the others were visited 
once, And forty-five schools in Lancaster city twice. Thus, more visits were 
made tkan there are schools in the county. The yearly increase in the 
number of schools, and the increasing official correspondence, make it im- 
possible for one man to attend satisfactorily to the duty of visitation. But 
i;he kindness of directors and others, who took me from house to house, 
during the inclement part of the winter, enabled me to visit nearly all 
Considering the condition of the weather and roads, it is surprising that 
not mote were omitted. The directors usually accompanied me, and the 
patrons of the schools generally attended at the visitation, when the time 
of it was made known. 

Institutes Two institutes were held ; one at Lancaster, and one at Co 

lumbia. The one at Lancaster was largely attended. The teachers ex- 
pressed themselves highly benefitted by it, and hearty congratulations were 
extended by the citizens at its successful termination. The object of this 
meeting was more to afford matter for thought, than to create a sensation 
The Columbia institute was held during the holidays. It was not ver^ 
well attended, but it made up in earnestness what it lacked in numbei 
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Several ministers of the place, some citizens and the directors participated 
in the exercises. A good impression was made upon the people. 

Educational Meetings. — Thirty-one meetings were held in diflTerent parts 
^t the county, distinct from the examinations. At these an opportunity 
was afforded to speak of the condition of the schools, and make sugges- 
tions for their improvement. The intention, in the beginning of the year, 
?as to hare one in every district ; but the roads were so bad, and the 
weather so cold for a time, that it was found impossible to do this. There 
should be more such meetings. But this means of improvement cannot be 
pursued so long as the examination of teachers and the visitation of schools 
take up so much time. The meetings were well attended. 

■ 

WORK DONS BT OTHER EDUOATIONAL AQENOIXS. 

Franklin and Marshal college, and some academies, are still giving us a 
ready co-operation. The Normal school continues to do its good work. The 
trustees of this institution are now making an addition to the building of 
eighty feet by forty, to accommodate the increasing number of students. 

Schools that aid very much in qualifying teachers were opened by Hiram 
Pierce, at Strasburg; B. D. Danner, at^Manheim^, William T. Albert, at 
Maytown, and T. F. Reafsnyder, at Churchtown, after the school term was 
over. These gentlemen are old and experienced teachers, and know what 
knowledge and spirit a person ought to possess to make a good teacher. 
They deserve encojiragement. They are doing good in communities, and 
among a class of teachers that could not otherwise be reached. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAT OF IMPROVEMENT. 

1. There is not yet a uniformity of sentiment with regard to the neces- 
sity of education and schools. A portion of our population still think 
that not more than spelling, reading, writing, and the elements of arithme- 
tic are necessary. Some oppose the school system because there is no re- 
ligious instruction given in the schools. But most of the opposition comeft 
from that class who do not like to be taxed for their support. 

2. Want of interest in the schools on the part of the public 
. Low wages paid to teachers, and short school term. 

4. Want of more well qualified teachers for the schools. 
6. Frequent change of teachers. 

6. Favoritism in the employment of teachers. This evil exists every- , 
where, but to the greatest extent in towns and cities, where teachers are 
too frequently selected without any regard to the kind of certificate held. 

7. Irregular attendance of pupils. The deep snows and cold weather 
during the winter caused great irregularity in some schools. The percent- 
age of attendance is lower for this reason. 
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8. Want of apparatus in all the schools. 

9. Too much labor fmr the County Superintendent in this county. 
Suggestions. — 1. A large dictionary, a gazetteer, and a full supply of 

apparatus should be in every school, and a teacher's library, of at least 
twenty-five volumes, in every district, for professional improvement. The 
State should create a fund for this purpose. 

2. Directors ought to be allowed to levy a building tax before June. The 
completion of buildings, contracted for at that time, is often so late that 
great inconveniences arise. 

3. Directors ought to state, on the annual district report, ^^how many"^ 
teachers' monthly reports are needed for their district the following year. 

4. It is necessary that a County Superintendent should possess the data 
for the annual district report, that the many errors which now occur may 
be avoided. Directors ought to furnish him with the valuation of the pro- 
perty of the district, rate of taxation and the minimum occupation tax, 
and teachers ought to give the number of children on the roll every month, 
along with their attendance, &c., so that a report may be corrected by the 
County Superintendent. 

5. There ought to be an assistant County Superintendent in this county, 
or a change made in the mode of administration of the office. 
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I. EDUCATIONAL PBOQRESS 19 THE COUNTY. 

School Houses. — Four houses were built^ one in Pollock, brick, a fine 
building two stories high, with two good rooms, though not suitably ftur- 
nished, designed to accommodate the schools of the village of Croton. True 
economy would, I think, have suggested, in this instance, a building with 
four rooms instead of one with two. 

One in Mahoning, at Edenburg, of brick, and one in Taylor, at Mahon- 
ingtown, of frame. Each contain two good and convenient school rooms on 
the same floor, thirteen feet ceiling, well fumisked, except the desks in that 
at Mahoningtown are not well graded, being too high to be convenient or 
comfortable. 

These buildings are an ornament and a source of pride to the thriving vil- 
lages in which they are located, which would be greatly increased if the 
grounds were enclosed and properly improved. 

One in Wilmington, a good substantial brick house, in place of a similar 
one destroyed by fire. The former three of these houses cost an average 
of $3,000; the latter about six hundred. 
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Three of tke old houses of Palaski district were i^modeled and re-fur- 
Qished, one being made quite comfortable and suitable, but those in the vil- 
lages of Pulaski and New Bedford, though much improyed, are yet far fh>m 
convenient. 

The houses of the county may be classed much as last year, the gradual 

(leterioratioa of the old houses about balancing the building and repairing. 

Indeed, we may say nearly one-fourth are entirely unfit, and fully another 

fourth are barely fit for school purposes, or even to protect fhmiture and 

apparatus fixnn the effiBcts of the weather. 

Almost nothing has been done in the way of improving grounds or fur- 
nishing necessary out-buildings. 

Oraded 8chools.f^The schools in New Castle and Pollock are the only 
ones that are systematically and properly graded, having a thorough system 
of gradation and regular order of promotion, controlled by able and eflScient 
local superintendents and earnest teachers, but the primary departments are 
entirely too crowded for the results to be satisfactory. The schools of the 
more considerable villages are generally divided according to age and attain- 
ments of pupils, into two or more dasees, and taught by an equal number 
of teachers, in separate rooms, and generally each quite independent of the 
other. A graded school must have one head, responsible for the working 
of the wh<^ or it will not be harmonious and cannot be successful. 

ApparatuB, — A few districts supplied their schools with primary charts; I 
believe the only improvement in apparatus ; but as every district is provided 
wiUi out-line maps, and all but the smallest two with globes, the supply of 
those and other articles is quite creditable. But I fear it never enters the 
heads of far too many of our teachers to make any use of them, unless to 
place the maps in the windows for blinds or on the walls for ornaments. 

Qualifications and Salaries of Teachers. — Our true teachers are making 
IHraiseworthy efforts to improve their qualifications; quite a (air proportion 
having attended the State Normal school at Edinboro', or other schools nearer 
home, and we cannot speak in too high terms of the disposition manife&ted 
by titis class. But unfortunately too many are of adiffisrent spirit, and seem 
quite satisfied to do business on the smallest intellectual capital with which 
it is possible to obtain a certificate and a school; and owing to the presence 
of tbiB class, and the fact that teachers remain so short a time in the pro- 
fession, the improvement of teachers is not so rapid as we would desire. 
Salaries are almost stationary. Some places evinced a disposition to pny 
less, but if they follow it they will certainly enjoy the privilege of employing 
the rejected applicants of other districts. The pay of thorough, earnest teach- 
ers, cannot be reduced| even when things return to the old standard of value. 
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II. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

This was comprised principally in exaannation of teachers, visitation of 
schools, and holding the County institute. 

Examinations. — Twenty-five regular, and two special examinatiaiLS were 
held, at which two hundred and eighty-three applicants presented them- 
selves, of whom two hundred and twenty-four received provisicmal certifi- 
cates, and fifty-nine were rejected. The method of examination was as 
formerly, oral, except in orthography and written arithmetic, in which a 
combination of the written and oral was used ; first, oral in the elements 
and principles, and then some fifty words, involving those principles, were 
pronounced, and written on paper; about five examples, prepared with a 
view of testing the applicant's ability to apply as many of the common 
operations of arithmetic were proposed, and solutions given on paper, and 
the figure used on the certificate determined by the applicant's knowledge 
of principles, modified by the skill exhibited in their application. It waa 
our endeavor to make the exercises of such a character as not only to 
afford us the information necessary, but also to suggest much of value to 
the teachers. 

Certificates were granted in some instances when our judgment would 
have decided it were better to retain them, but it was necessary to proceed 
with caution, lest too many schools should be without teachers. From pre- 
sent indications, I think we can prune the li«t conaideral4y the coming 
year. 

Generally, quite an interest was shown by the people in the examina- 
tions 'y the houses in which they were held, being filled often beyond their 
capacity to seat eomfortably, with an attentive audience. 

Visitations, — One hundred and eighty-one visits were made to schools, 
all being visited at least once, except two, one in Slippery Rock, and one 
in Plain Grove, both of which closed sooner than expected. Nearly forty 
were visited twice, and a few three times. Average length of visits, one 
hour and forty-five minutes, principally occupied in taking notes of loca- 
tion, general condition, &c., of houses ; observing, and when deemed neces^ 
sary, suggesting improvement in the government, classification, &c^ of the 
schools ; examining, and often correcting teachers' monthly reports^ and in 
addressing a few words of counsel and encouragement to the pupils. Some- 
times we were accompanied in our visits by the whole, or a nugority of the 
board of directors, and often by single directors and citizens. 

Institutes. — The County institute was held in New Castle, in October. 
Prof. S. S. Jack was present most of the time, and gave much useful in- 
struction, and many valuable suggestions. Dr. Browne, president, and 
Rev^ W. H. Jefiers, professor of Westminster college, Revs. D. X. Junking 
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D. D., and R. M'Millan, also, Hon. J. P. Wickersham, favored ns with inter- 
esting and instructive evening lectures. 

The attendance of teachers, though very far short of what it should have 
l)een, was better than for years previous. District institutes were organized 
and conducted with success in Hickory, Pollock, Shenango and Wayne. 

III. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONS BT OTHSB AQENCISS. 

Private schools, mostiy of a primary grade and conducted by teachers 
holding certificates, were held during the summer, in most of the houses of 
those districts which do not have seven or eight months' public school. 
These, with the institutions named in last year's report, are the only agen- 
cies, other than common schools, directly at work. 

Although the disposition of both press and pulpit is unquestionably 
friendly, little has been published, or said directly, to advance the cause. 

Fnder the head of ** Obstacles*^ we will simply name the two most obvi- 
ous, vis : The indifference of the people, and the incompetency of teachers, 
which manifest themselves in irregularity of attendance, and consequent 
want of interest on the part of pupils. 

We have nothing to suggest in the way of measures of legislation cal- 
culated to promote improvement, in addition to those mentioned last year. 
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EDUOATIONAL PROaRSSS. 

The common school system in our county is gradually, yet surely, win- 
ding favor. Though in many instances compelled to seek success in the 
face of bitter opposition, yet when we compare the present condition of our 
Schools with that of ten or fifteen years ago, the results achieved are truly 
gratifying. Formidable barriers in the shape of local prejudices have been 
^nccessftilly overcome, antagonism to the cause has gradually given way 
to favor, and the citizens, in many parts of the county, are eamestiy be- 
ginning to inquire about means to better the condition of their schools. 
The progress thus attained is the result of persistent and faithftd labor, 
and no doubt is entertained of its permanence. 

The grading of the schools in Myerstown has finally been effected, thus 
anpplying a want generally felt, and greatly needed. With the exception 
of one village, (South AnnviUe,) in the county, all now enjoy the benefits 
of well graded schools. 

A new school house was built in Jonestown, Swatara district, during the 
past year. This is a substantial brick structure, thirty-six by forty feet, 
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with ti^o rooms on first floor, each of whidi is seventeen feet wide, and 
supplied with suitable furniture. The house, though flnelj built, is, how* 
ever, somewhat too narrow, giving, in consequence, a compressed, instead 
of a roomy and cheerfhl appearance to the apartments. 

All new school houses, now being built, are generally located upon ploka 
of ground sufficiently large to accommodate the various wants of a school ; 
though, as stated by my worthy predecessor, it is to be regretted that some 
have been placed in extremely inconvenient, and almost inaccessible locali- 
ties, with barely space enough around them to deserve the name of f^y- 
ground. 

The schools in many of the districts have been regularly visited by th* 
directors. These visits, though not as frequent, and as searching as might 
be desirable, have yet a very encouraging effect both upon teachers and 
pupils. 

A consolidation of the boroughs of Lebanon and North Lebanon baa 
lately been effected. This, with the general unity of interest involved, will 
greatly promote the wellkre of our common schools. While creating a 
greater field for labor, it at the same time, as heretofore, brings all the 
schools under the supervision and control of twelve efficient directors. 
Should a central high school be established, as is now generally anticipated, 
harmony of feeling and imity of action would at once become controlling 
elements, a higher standard would be adopted, and greater efficiency in the 
branches taught would be secured. In short, no better means could well 
be adopted to insure the continued prosperity of the common schools of 
the new borough. 

With respect to the qualifications and salaries of teachers, a decided 
progress has been made within the last six years. We have a goodly num- 
ber of teachers who evince a commendable zeal, and who have qualified 
themselves, with considerable labor and expense, for the profession; and 
by this class a good work is being accomplished. But many of our schools 
are still taught by persons who enter the profession indifferently prepared, 
and who, continuing but a year or two, leave to find noore remunerative 
employment elsewhere. 

Some of the districts of our county have already become convinced of 
the important fact that good schools can only be secured by extending the 
term, and employing teachers of good qualifications. In these, the schools 
are open at least six months during a year, good salaries are paid, and sat- 
isfactory progress is generally attained. Some others, however, cannot be 
noticed so fhvorably. In these, the term is short, and salary of teachera 
low ; but few teachers of known professional skill can be obtained. Many 
of the schools are taught from year to year by young and inexperienced 
persons ; no decided progress can be made *, and these are some of the prin* 
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dpal causes of the indifference manifested on the part of some of our citi- 
zens towards the common schools* 

EDUCATIOVAL WORK BT THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

A County institute was held in Lebanon, during the month of January, 
by my predecessor, Henry Houck. This, to say the least, was one of the 
best attended, and most successful institutes ever convened in the county. 
Diistinguished lecturers Arom abroad were present, ehtertaining and instruct- 
ing not only teachers, but also a large number of our citizens. 

A Normal class was formed during the summer of 1867, and conducted 
under the supervision of Superintendent Henry Houck. It was well at- 
tended. The beneficial results of the training teachers receive at these and 
similar classes, are perceptible in the schools throughout various parts of 
the county. Directors and citizens cannot lay too much stress upon the 
value of an efficient Normal training for their teachers. Every effort 
should therefore be made to encourage teachers to attend some good Nor- 
mal school, for at least two or three terms, since it is only thus we can rea- 
sonably hope to make any positive progress. 

XDUOATIONAI. WORK DONE BT OTHER AaSNOIEa 

Among other agencies which contribute to the prosperity of the common 
schools, may be mentioned the State Normal school of this district, at Mil- 
lersville. This institution has done much in the past to elevate the com- 
mon school cause, not only in this county, but throughout all parts of the 
State. Some of our most successfVil teachers have received a large part of 
their training there. 

^Lebanon Valley college," and '^Palatinate college," the former located 
at Annville, the latter at Myerstown, also deserve favorable notice. Both 
of these institutions have been but recently called into existence, yet we 
entertain sanguine expectations that they will add largely to the welfare 
of the common schools of our county. 

The press and the pulpit, generally, are favorable. In fact there is no 
determined, outspoken opposition manifested anywhere. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAT OF IMPROYBMENT. 

One of the most prominent obstacles in the way of improvement is the 
shortness of the school term. Though a few of the districts have increased 
the term to six months, yet in a majority, the schools are kept open but 
five, and in one, four months during the year. Little, that is substantial, 
in the way of educational progress, can be attained in a term of such short 
cloration. 
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The want of a uniform series of text-books throughout the county may 
also be regarded as an obstacle in the way of improvement. True it is, 
that a majority of the districts haye adopted a uniform series of books ; 
but the variety among the different townships is so great, that very consid- 
erable inconvenience is often occasioned by change of residence. Gradual 
uniformity could be established with very little, if any expense, and to the 
infinite advantage of all concerned. 

Measures (partially suggested above) calculated to remove the obstacles 
and remedy the inconveniences above named, would, if adopted, greatly 
enhance the welfare of the common schools, and establish them upon a more 
lasting basis. 
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I. EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

Districts. — There are twenty-one school districts in the county, not in- 
cluding the city of Allentown, which has a separate superintendency. The 
following are the names of the districts, and the number of schools in each : 
Catasauqua borough, thirteen ; Emaus borough, two ; Grims, (Indepen- 
dent,) one ; Hanover, nine ; Heidelberg, nine ; Hokendauqua, (Indepen- 
dent,) two ; LowhiU, seven ; Lynn, fifteen ; Macungie, Upper, seventeen ; 
Macungie, Lower, sixteen; Milford, Upper, ten; Milford, Lower, ten; Mil- 
lerstown borough, two ; Salisbury, eleven ; Saucon, thirteen ; Slatington 
borough, two ; Washington, ten ; Weisenberg, twelve ; Whitehall, (new,) 
fourteen ; Whitehall, North, sixteen; Whitehall, South, twelve. Total, two 
hundred and three. Allentown has forty-one. Aggregate in the county, 
two htmdred and forty-four. A gain of thirty-seven in five years. 

New Houses. — There were eight new school buildings erected during the 
year, viz : Upper Macungie, three ; Saucon, one ; Washington, one ; Sla- 
tington borough, one ; Salisbury, one, and North Whitehall, one — all of 
which are brick, with the exception of one, which is stone. 

The one erected in Slatington borough is a substantial and commodfous 
building, divided into four apartments, two on the first fioor, and two on 
the second. Each room has a separate fentrance, and is well ventilated, 
better by far than most of the buildings erected for this purpose. The 
ceilings are thirteen feet in the clear. The building is one of which the 
citizens have Just cause to be proud, and owe the directors a vote of thanks. 
I would remark, in passing, that this district continues to pay the highest 
average salary in the county, $52 50. 
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The building erected in the thriving village of Foglesville, was built ac- 
cording to a plan suggested by the Hem. J. P. Wiokersham, at the Teachers' 
institute held at Oatasauqua, in November, 1866. The dimensions, sixty 
by thirty-four feet, both schools being on the first floor, which schools are 
graded, and are under the efficient management of Mr. P. D. Kom, who 
lost one of his legs while attending Franklin and Marshal college, at Lan- 
caster city. It is but Just to observe, that the citizens contributed about 
one thousand three hundred dollars towards the erection of this building, 
and is the only" one in the county furnished with Uhlinger's patent school 
desks, also furnished by the citizens. I cannot forbear expressing the de- 
sire that citizens in other subdistricts will ^^go and do likewise." The citi- 
zens of Breinlgsville also contributed liberally to the building erected in 
that pleasant village. These are by no means the only instances in which 
the people opened wide their purses to adorn the buildings, and to beautify 
the grounds. 

There was an improvement introduced several years ago, which should 
not pass unobserved; and that is the extending of the roof over the walls 
ot the building. I consider this projecting of the roof necessary to the 
protection of the walls. It is, perhaps, needless to add that these new 
buildings are all weU furnished with that indispensable article, black-board 
sar&ce, with globes, maps, and some with charts. Our buildings, fhmiturf 
&Q(i apparatus, will compare &vorably with any county in the State. In- 
deed, to Judge from the reports of superintendents, we are ahead of a 
goodly number of otoimties. 

Apparatus. — The sqIiooIs having been supplied a year ago with Pierce's 
QUigoetic globes, out-line maps, &c., no additions have been made to this 
department, but what has been done by teachers themselves, in the way of 
square and cube root blocks, &c 

Graded ScJiools, — The following schools were graded during the year, 
^: Foglesville,. Ballietsvllle, Schoenersville and Sliverville, in Upper 
Kacungie, North Whitehall, Hanover and South Whitehall, respectively. 
The schocAs in Schnecksville, North Whitehall, should also be graded, as 
the school houses are only about twenty rods apart. I have always f6und 
the graded schools far in advance of ungraded ones, or those classified; a 
Weighty argument in favor of graded schools. Much more attention is 
given to this improvement than formerly. 

II. EDUOATIONAL WOBK DONB BT SUPSBINTENBENT. 

ExaminoHonM. — ^I held forty-three public examinations, (no private ex- 
aminations were granted,) at which two hundred and seventy-two appli(»uits 
were examined, one hundred of whom never taught, and seventy-two were re- 
jected. I issued one hundred and ninety-eight provisional certificates and 
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six professional. Twenty-eeyen teachers hold professional certificates. 
Those whose certificates were annulled by an ^^act of Assembly/' have all 
consented to read essays at the Teachers' institute^ which will be held at 
Allentown, commencing the first Monday in December, 1868. 

School VisitcUions. — ^I visited two hundred and twenty-fonr schools, all in 
the country but a few, which I could not reach on account of snow-drifbs, and 
eight or ten in Allentown, which remained unvisited when this district pass- 
ed into the hands of Mr. Buehrle. Twenty directors accompanied me in my 
visitations, oftentimes one traveling with me through the whole district. I 
found the schools as a general thing in good condition. 

Other Labors^-^l wrote two hundred and ninety official letters, traveled 
2,998 miles, and spent two hundred and forty-three days in official duties; 
average time spent in the schools, one hour and thirty minutes. I kept a 
record of the attendance of directors and citizens at seventeen examinations, 
with the following results: Number of directors ninety-one, and 1,052 dti- 
Eens, nearly the full number of directors ; an average of sixty-one citizens 
to each examination. Does this not show interest? 

The following fact was noticeable in applicants who attended the Kutztown 
State Normal school, that they stood the test better by odds than did those 
who attended ^^ private boarding schools." A lasting argument in fiLVor of 
these indispensable institutions. Students of those schools are everywhere 
sought for, and employed in preference to those who attend schools elsewhere, 
showing the confidence reposed in these schools by the people. Another 
thing deserves mention, and that is, that teachers belonging to the ^^ive" 
class, generally receive ^^ extra" payft*om citizens in the districts where 
such teachers are employed. Were all the extra compensations reported, 
as is required to be done, the average salary of the district, or districts, 
and consequently of the county, would be greatly increased. I know in> 
stances where teachers received $20 per month extra, the aggregate amount- 
ing to $63 to $65 per month. But few teachers pay taU. price for their 
board. If the pricie actually paid were deducted from the r^ular rates, 
another item of considerable consequence might be added in fkt^or of the 
district wherein such teachers are employed. 

III. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BT OTHER AGENCIES. 

The following are among the most efficient agents in the cause of edu- 
cation, viz : A well qualified class of teachers, good salaries, and long terms. 
This is evinced in the case of Hanover district, where the term is seven 
months, and the salary $45 per month, the applicants (holding number one 
certificates) were double the number of schools, a thing that does not occur 
in other districts. 

The press is always ready to scattter broad-cast wisdom and intelligence, 
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b}' doing which, " aid and comfort" is given the good cause of education* 
The columns of the following papers are always open in defence of the 
common school system, yiis: The Allentoum DemocreU^ Independent Be- 
publicanj Messenger of Feace^ Lehigh Register^ and The Youth^s Friend^ 
edited by that indefatigable friend of education, Rev. 8. K. Brobst, who is 
at all times ready, with his speech and pen, to aid the good cause. 

Our clergymen, of all denominations, are valuable educational agents, as 
is manifest by their attendance at the Teachers' institute, annually, deliver- 
ing from two to four addresses before that body. The following, from their 
anwearied attention at these annual gatherings, are considerd ^^ fixed" mem- 
bers of this institution : Rev. J. F. Fahs, Rev. 8. K. Brobst, Rev 
Wood, Rev. W. R. Ories, and Profl E. J. Koons, of Muhlenberg college. 
The Teachers' institute is a useful agent, and accomplishes a great deal of 
good. Two hundred and fifteen teachers were in attendance last winter, 
of whom one hundred and eighty-six were conmion school teachers. The 
iverage attendance of citizens per session was five hundred. The institute 
continued in session six days. 

School examinations are new spokes in the wheel of education, intro- 
doced of late years. The value of these examinations, when properly con- 
ducted, is too seldom thought of by teachers and parents; but directors, 
whatever may be said derogatory to their ability, are fkr-seeing in this re- 
spect Probably no one step that has been taken by directors and teachers 
will awaken more Interest on the subject of education and good schools 
than that of holding public examinations of schools at the close of each 
tern. The directors of some districts are so confident of their utility that 
they impose a fine on teachers who neglect to perform this important duty. 
Parents desire to see their children improve in their stodies, and they should 
bow how their children are occupied while absent firom them, and under 
the oare of the teacher. 

The exercises of a public examination should partake largely of a practi- 
cal character. They should not be merely book recitations, but explana- 
tions and applications of principles. The teacher should not be anxious 
to make a ^ great display." If this is his aim the recitations are likely to 
he superficial, and consequently imsatifactory to the lookers-on. 

The exercises should be enlivened by singing, and reading of composi- 
tions, declamation, &c. ; and it would be well to close with* a short address 
to parents and children, from some person previously invited fbr this pur- 
Pose. With such examinations at the end of each term, the interest of 
oommon schools would be greatly increased in the minds of parents ; teach- 
ers would feel that they had something to do ; children would learn to prize 
^owledge more highly, and better teachers, better schools, and, cons^ 
quently, better scholars would be the result. 
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I would add, that it would be well if the directors, or some suitable per- 
son in the district, could conduct a portion of the examination, by which 
not only variety would be given, but it would afford an excellent opportu- 
nity to test the thoroughness of the teacher's instructions. These exami- 
nations have a tendency, also, to break up that diffidence so common on the 
part of children, in this county, when reciting in the presence of strangers 
and school visitors. 

But there is still another agent at work, whose power is felt very per- 
ceptibly, although it is in existence only one year and a half — I mean the 
Kutztown State Normal schooL There are between fifty and sixty teach- 
ers in attendance, this term, from this county. Besides these, quite a num- 
ber are attending school elsewhere; but it is to the Normal school we look | 
for our ^^ bright" teachers. Professor Ermentrout appreciates our wants 
and necessities, and knows exactly how to meet them. The Normal school, 
under his principalship, is in a very prosperous condition, and I hope its 
usefulness may not only continue, but increase, under the management of 
the present principal. The fruits of the institution are so clearly obserTed, 
that I cannot speak too highly of the school. 

The following institutions are also valuable ^^ helps" to the oommon 
schools, viz: ^^ Muhlenberg college," ^^ Lehigh Female oollegei" and tbe 
^^ AUentown academy." 

Muhlenberg College, — This institution, founded in 1848, as the AUentov:n 
seminary^ chartered in 1864, as Allentown Collegiate inatitiUej and organ- 
' ized under an amended charter in 1867, as Muhlenberg college^ closed its 
first regular collegiate year, on the second day of July, 1868. Its success, 
during the first year of its existence, was beyond the most sanguine expec- 
tations of its friends. Instead of developing, successively, its college 
classes, it at once organized the four usual ones, from applicants who were 
properly qualified for the respective grades assigned them; thus at one bound, 
as it were, springing into college life. 

The institution, retaining as it does the subordinate departments of its 
former constitution, offers facilities for a complete intellectual culture, tro^ 
primary studies, through to a full graduation, as an A. B. college. 

The improvements and additions to the building, made necessary by tb^ 
remarkable prosperity of the college, are rapidly approaching completio^i 
and it is but just to say, that in point of convenience, and personal co»i^ 
fort to the students, are surpassed by none in the country. The instit>^' 
tion is located in one of the healthiest and most beautiful districts to "^ 
found on the continent. 

The college is under the presidency of F. A. Muhlenberg, D. D., wh<^ 
very name contains a history, and is a sufficient guaranty to success, 
addition to the president, there are five regular professors, besides the prE-^ 
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cipal of the iiubordinate departments, who is also adjunct professor of 
Greek, and three tutors. The catalogue for 186T and 1868, furnishes the 
following facts: During the year the number of students was as follows: 
College, 25; Academic Department, 73; Preparatory, 49; Primary, 14, 
making a total of 161. 

Lehigh Female College was opened a year ago with forty young ladies, 
and now numbers about eighty-five. The college is under the presidency 
of Rev. William R. Hofford, A. M., who is widely known as an able edu- 
cator and disciplinarian ; and, was at one time, principal of the Allentown 
seminary. The college promises to be a success. The trustees have pur- 
chased beautiful grounds of the Hon. R. E. Wright, on the banks of the 
Jordan, whereon suitable buildings are to be erected. 

The AlUntown Academy^ Prof. C. A. Baker, principal, continues to sus- 
tain its reputation, and to aid us by supplying teachers, a Normal class 
having been attached to its programme a number of years ago. Under 
80 able a principal, no wonder this school is in a flourishing condition. 
Many of our successful business men look to this institution as their Alma 
Mater^ their ^^ nourishing mother.'' It has had some very able instructors, 
among whom is Professor Baker. The trustees have reason to be thankful 
to Prof. B. for accepting the position he now holds. 

I cannot close this part of my report without giving credit to all schools 
furnishing us with teachers. It is a fact worthy of mention, as well as a 
source of pride, that the Catasauqua high school trained and educated 
eight of the thirteen teachers now employed in that foremost of districts 
in school matters. I most heartily commend this feature to other districts 
where high schools are established. 

The majority of these eight teachers were trained by Professor Rush 
Clay Hamersly. I am only sorry to add, that some time ago he lefb the 
teacher's profession to engage in a more lucrative business. But scarcely 
was he out of the school room, when a vacancy occurred lu the school 
board, which he was at once appointed to fill. The board issues diplomas 
to such &cholars in the high school who complete a full course of studies, 
And pass a thorough examination. Another commendable feature. I like 
the idea of electing ex-teachers to the office of school director. The heal- 
thy state of things are due to the untiring efforts of Col. M. U. Horn and 
R. Clay Hamersly, Esq., who are fully backed and supported by the other 
^our members of the board. 

I include good teachers, and directors, and the co-operation of parents 
Mth both, as well as with the Superintendent, among the agents in the good 
^ork of educating the future citizen. 
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IV. OBSTACLES IN THK WAT OP IMPROVEMENT* 

Among our succcssfel teachers are those who spend what monejr they earn 
during the winter term, in improving themselves at some "Normal" or other 
school, in the spring and summer vacation ; while others teach daring the 
winter, and in the summer work on the farm, or at some trade, yet the lat* 
ter receive the same salary, in many, too many districts, as do the former. 
Is it fair, we ask with all candor and seriousness, for those who spend their 
earnings for their improvement, and that of their schools, should receive 
no more compensation than do those who are losing their character as 
teachers more and more every year? Is it just to pay the young, inex- 
perienced, and poorly qualified teacher the same salary as to tlm who has 
age, experience and wisdom? Yet this is done, as before said, in too many 
districts. This is one of the great obstacles in the way of improvement 
It throws a damper on the ardor and zeal of the class of teachers who strive 
for improvement. 

Teachers should be paid according to their qualifications, experience and 
success as teachers. If poor teachers we must have, let us have them at 
prices corresponding with their abilities, for they are too dear at half-price. 

Another obstacle in the way is the gratuitous labors of school directors. 
Why they should spend their time and money for the benefit of others, is 
a point in the school polity dark to me. Some of the directors, when they 
attend board meetings, are obliged to hire "substitutes" to attend to their 
duties at home, at an expense of $2, to $2 60 per day, and board. And 
the directors, in addition to this expense, pay their meals and horse feed at 
some hotel, making an outlay of $3, to $3 50 per day, all for the honor of 
being a director. But will that honor purchase for them the necessaries of 
life? Can they eat that honor? And if they could, how much of a meal 
would some get? A very slim one, I judge. How often does it happen 
that they are shamefhlly abused for trying to do their duty. The thought 
of this, in connection with the "pay" out of pocket, is enough to cause al- 
most any one to neglect his, or at least a part of his duty. Let the diree- 
tors be paid for their time, and the schools will be visited more regularly, 
&c,j &c. 

Y. MEASURES OALOULATSD TO PROMOTE IBCPROVBMBNT. 

The first move is, or should be, to increase the school jterm £rom four 
months to six. The average time in this county is five months and seven* 
teen days, consequently, an increase of five days is all that is required. 
Then the next step should be taken in favor of passing a law authorizing 
directors to receive compensation. It seems to me an improvement in the 
election of directors might be devised. For instance, oould^not a better 
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class of directors be had by having them appointed by the president judge, 
*'by and with the consent" of the associate judges? But I am opposed 
to the reduction of the number from six to three. Will a reduction in num- 
ber reduce the labors ? Can three do the work in the same, or less time 
than the six? If one' man can do a piece of work in six days, how long 
will it require six men to do the same work? You say one day. Then 

f 

will it cost any more to pay six men for one day than it will to pay one 
man for six days ? The labor to be performed is the same whatever the 
number of directors may be. 

The State appropriation should be distributed on a different basis. The 
average attendance of pupils in each district would be a good basis. It 
should not be on the basis of the whole number of children in the district 
between the ages of six and twenty-one years. This plan has been tried in 
other States, and "found wanting." The above plan will have a tendency 
to greatly increase the daily average attendance, when it is once understood 
that " the greater the attendance the greater the appropriation." 

Remarks. — When I look over the educational field, and see the good 
work prospering under my humble efforts, I am rejoiced "with joy un- 
speakable and full of" satisfaction. And my joy wonld be "full to the 
brim," could I see and feel satisfied that those who assume the office of 
teacher felt the great weight of responsibility they assume therewith. The 
buginess of training the future men and women — the citizens— of this great 
repablic, is not looked upon in the light it should b^ by too many of our 
teachers, mostly on account of youth and inexperience. There seems to 
be an absence of that consciousness of the position occupied, which every 
one should feel. I consider the training and educating of the young and 
immortal mind one of the holiest and most responsible callings among men. 
Han is a creature of imitation, and the child is a man in miniature. As ob- 
jects partake of the coloring that surrounds them, so does the child partake 
of the character and infiuence of the teacher. Be that character or influ- 
ence good or bad, it will leave its mark indelibly impressed on the mind of 
the child. 

Having endeavored to discharge my duties faithfully, and to the best of 
Qiy abilities, I return my warmest thanks to the Department at Harrisburg, 
for the many courtesies, words of cheer, advice, &c, extended to me. 
Abo, to the many friends who assisted me out of, and through the many 
^ deep snow drifts, and for hai boring me when nearly exhausted and 
^om out. To the directors and teachers, for their many kind invitations 
^ me to stay with them overnight. In my prayers will I remember them, 
and ask the " Oiver of every good and perfect gift" to pour out his bless- 
^gs upon them. 

11 School Bip. 
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LUZERNE COUNTY— H. Armstrong. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

The number of schools in Luzerne county, at the close of the school y€ 
1868, four hundred and sixty-three, an increase over the number at the ti 
of my entering on the duties of my office of thirty-three. The distri 
which have increased the numlier of their schools, during the past year, 
Blakely, one; Dennison,one; Foster, two; Hazle,two; Hazleton, two ; H 
over, one; Hyde Park, four; Jenkins, one; Kingston township, one; Plai 
two ; Plymouth township and borough, one ; Providence borough, one ; I 
ion, one ; Wilkesbarre borough, eight ; and Wilkesbarre North, one. Wt 
Abington has decreased its schools one; Pittston borough, four; Ransc 
one; Scott, one; and Waverly, one. 

The schools that are now graded, are Carbondale city, the schools in Ar 
bald and Olyphant, in Blakely, in Hazleton, Hyde Park, Kingston, TT 
Pittston, Providence, Waverly, Wilkesbarre, and White Haven boroug 
with four schools in North Wilkesbarre, and six in South Wilkesbarre to^ 
ships. Hazle has ten buildings, with two schools each, which are graded 

The following districts have each built one new school house during 1 
past year, to supply the place of old ones: Black Creek, Butler, Dallas, E 
ter, Greenfield, Hanover, Lehman, Ransom,Ro8S and Scott, and Newton t^ 
The following have built houses for new schools: Foster, two; Hazle, t^ 
Hanover, one ; Pittston township, two ; and Shickshinny, one. But little 1 
been done in supplying the schools with necessary apparatus. In several c 
tricts there is only an apology for a black-board,. while about thirty distri 
are supplied with globes, out-line maps, charts and good black-boards. 

The improvement of the grounds around our school houses is too mi 
neglected. Some have pleasant shade, but often the school lot is left w 
the stumps and stones in their natural state, and but few are enclosed or p 
perly graded. 

There has been some improvement in the grade of certificates granted d 
ing the present year, and in many districts an increased interest is ma 
fested by directors and patrons in the success of their schools. More libe 
wages are being paid, and more attention to the grade of the certificate hi 
by the applicant. It is too often the case, that directors simply inquire 
the applicants if they have a certificate. If the reply is in the afiSrmati' 
an engagement is made to teach the school, without looking at the certifica. 
and sometimes it turns out, when it is exhibited, to be one or two years o^ 

Many of the teachers in our schools are young, and with but little ex] 
rience in the practice of teaching. Few young men make it a professic 
The terms are not of sufficient length, and the compensation not •oflScie: 
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to induce tbem to prepare themselves properly for the bnsiness of teaching* 
While our lady teachers follow the profession until they get married, hence 
our schools are subject to frequent change of teachers, which tends to retard 
the progress of the pupils. 

The visiting of the schools by both parents and directors is too much 
neglected. Such visits tend to encourage the teacher and stimulate the 
scholars to greater industry and perseverance in their studies. 

The system of district superintendence is becoming nore general. Per- 
haps in one-fourth of the districts in this county the schools are visited 
monthly by the secretary, or other person appointed as district superintend- 
ent, with favorable results in the schools where it is practiced. 

The borough of Scranton having availed itself of the power granted by the 
the act of 1867, has elected a superintendent of schools, which has decreased 
the number hereafter to be visited by me, twenty-three. In tJie selection of 
Professor Roney, for that office, the directors of that borough have secured 
an able and faithful officer, under whose supervision their schools will here- 
after, as heretofore, exhibit the beneficial results of his supervision. 

EITUCAnONAL WORK DONE. 

I have, during the past year, held sixty-one public and seventeen private 
examinations ; have examined one hundred and sixty-nine males and three 
hundred and eighty females. Of the number examined^, one hundred and 
fifty-seven had never taught; nineteen males and fifty-two females were re- 
jected ; have granted four hundred and eighty-five provisional and eleven 
professional certificates ; have visited three hundred and eighty-nine schools 
the average tinoe spent in each was one hour, and written thirty-five official 
letters. All the districts in the county were visited, except Spring Brook 
and Flj^mouth. When I was in the vicinity of Spring Brook, last summer, 
one of the directors informed me there was then but one school open in the 
district. In Plymouth the schools had closed before I reached it. In 
Hazleton the schools closed on Friday, as I reached the district on the fol- 
lowing Monday, the term having been unexpectedly shortened one or two 
months, in consequence of the failure of the funds. Sixty-five directors 
accompanied me in my visits to the schools. Except in the country dis* 
tricts, when my visits were made during the busy season of harvesting and 
haying, I found those called on ready, in most cases, to accompany me, and 
frequently, during that season, I did not call on them for that purpose. 
Being desirous of seeing the schools in their ordinary course of teaching, 
I gave no notice of my intended visits. I traveled 3,022 miles during the 
year in visiting schools and holding examinations. If there could be but 
one examination each year, in the several districts, it would leave more 
time for visiting schools. It requires nearly four months of my time to 
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hold the examinations in this county each year. I held an institute at 
Wilkesbarre, in the latter part of October, which was well attended by teach- 
ers, and all expressed themselves pleased with it, being the first one held 
under the law inf this county. It was new to many, but at the next I trust 
we shall have a larger attendance of teachers,, and a more esctended and va- 
ried programme. 

The large war debt, heretofore incurred by many of the districts in thi& 
county, has been paid in most cases, and I am assured by those free from 
that burthen, they will supply their districts with better houses, and be en- 
abled to pay a larger compensation to their teachers, thereby securing teach- 
ers with more experience and better adapted to the profession. In many 
districts the wages offered are too low to command the services of well 
qualified teachers. The schools in those districts are generally taught by 
teachers who are young and inexperienced, while the changes there are more 
frequent, which prevents the advancement of the pupils. It is unnecessary 
for me, this year, to repeat the evils resulting from frequent change of teach- 
ers, as my reasons were fully stated in my report of last year. 

The number of teachers, in this coimty is insufficient to supply all the 
schools. Some districts have been compelled to wait in the summer for one 
of their teachers to finish a term in one school, before they could open an- 
other, thus depriving some of the children of the opportunity of attending 
the summer schools. 

Few young men teach in this county during the summer terms. They 
find better compensation in other avocations, and directors are frequently 
obliged to resort to the teachers of other counties to supply their schools. 

In too many districts little regard is paid to the grade of the certificate. 
The compensation demanded is too often the only question discussed be- 
tween directors and applicants for schools. This practice off^ers no induce- 
ment for teachers to thoroughly prepare themselves for teaching. 

It should be the policy of directors to give the preference to those holding 
the better class of certificates, and who are well versed in the theory and 
practice of teaching. The addition of history, in which applicants are re- 
quired to be examined, tends to reduce the average grade of the certificates 
issued. Except in that branch there has been an improvement in the grade 
" of certificates. Some of our teachers feel too little interest in the profession, 
do not devote much time to study, and instead of improving their know- 
ledge of the branches to be taught in our schools, and the methods of teach- 
ing them, are losing it and are falling behind the times. Those teachers 
will soon be driven from the profession, to give place to graduates from 
our Normal and graded schools, who have been ikvored with more thorough 
instruction, both in the theory and practice of teaching. There have been 
employed one hundred and sixty-nine males and three hundred and sev- 
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enty-seven females in the schoolB in this county during the past year. 
But it is probable that several have taught in two districts, and been twice 
reported. This shows that the four hundred and sixty-three schools of 
this county have been taught by five hundred and forty-six teachers, which 
indicates too many changes for the success of the schools. 

There is much to encourage us in our efforts to sustain and advance our 
system of educatioH. The graded schools of Carbondale city, Archbald, 
Providence and Hyde Park, have satisfied the expectations of the patrons, 
and made good progress in the advancement of the pupils under their charge. 
In Providence the directors are grading and improving the grounds around 
their school bailding, a&d these sdiools, under the supervision of E. W. 
Kogers, the principal, have been a success. 

In Wilke^barre borough the schools under the charge of the Rev. C. J. 
Collins, have elicited the commendations of the tax-payers and patrons of 
the school, which was exhibited in the advancement made by the pupils at 
their examination at the close of the term. By the energy and perseve- 
nmce of the principal, aided by an active and intelligent board of directors, 
md a corps of ^ficient teachers, he has succeeded in increasing the num- 
^r of schools from ten to eighteen during the past year, and another build- 
ing to accommodate six hundred scholars is intended to be built the en- 
miing year. The school term in that borough, in 1866, was four months ; 
this year it was eight and one-half months. Other districts have done much 
to improve the usefulness of their schools during the past year, not only 
in empk>3dng better teachers, but in increasing the length of their term. 

Opposition to our school system is wearing away, and a more earnest 

interest is felt in its success. The influence of the clergy and the press are 

Verted to advance the cause of education in this section. Wyoming semi- 

.^ary, at Kingston, and the academy, at New Columbus, are aiding in the 

preparation of teachers for our schools. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROYBMSNIL 

I would recommend that the minimum school term be made six monllis^ 
^nd that the State appropriation be proportionably increased. Without 
^uch increase several of the districts in this county could not sustain tlieir 
Schools for that term, with the greatest amount of taxation now authorized 
to be levied by the present school law* 

The teachers of the several schools should be required at the ewd of 
their term to make a report to the directors of their age, the length of time 
t;hey had taught, and the number of scholars, both male and female, that 
Auid attended the school during their term ; and these reports, in a condensed 
form, should be forwarded to the County Superintendent, by the secretary', 
^tb their annual report, which would be of much service to him in enabling 
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Lim to answer the questions m his annual statistical report, partrcoTarfy in 
counties where the Superintendent cannot visit the schools but once during^ 
the year. 

There is great irregularity ii^ the reports of directors, particuliftrly m re- 
lation to the number of pupils attending these schools^ and in the amount of 
cash on hand or debts due by the districts at the end of tlie year. Could 
not a blank be prepared and furnished to the directors somewhat in the 
form of the one now furnished to County SuperintcndentSyhi which to copy 
the reports of directors, by which an abstract of their reports could be fliept 
by them, which would enable them to make a correct report of their finances 
at the end of the year? 

My thanks are due to the citizens of the county for their kindnesa and 
hospitality, extended ta me during my visits to their schools- 



LYCOMING COUNTY John T. Rbbix 

I. BDUCATIOIfAL PROGRESS IN TBB COUNTY. 

The friends of common schools ii> all parts of the county admit that the 
schools are progressing and the system becoming more perfected in every 
particular. Those who are not friends ta the system, are those who are 
un^en<^7 to everything that is progressive in irts character. They are cynic- 
like in their nature and are always disposed to overlook the good and notice 
only the bad. These are always cryin g out that the schools are retrograding^ 
and are not as good now as they were twenty or thirty years ago,. wbeB they 
went to school. With all such my discussions are short — consisting only 
of five little interrogatories* By the time they answer four of these they 
are silenced, whether they are convinced or not. I will give them with an-^ 
swers to all except the last, which they mvariably foil to answer. They arcr 
as follows : '^ Do you believe that the schools were better twenty or tbirt}' 
years ago than they are now?^' '*^Yes, I do." '^How do you know — didyoiK 
go to school in those days?" " Yes^ I did." "What is the extent of your 
education — do you know anything about mental arithmetic, geography, as*^ 
tronomy, grammar, algebra, or any of the higher branches ?" " N-o, T 
d-o-n-t know anything about these thkigs, they wem't taught when I wenV 

to school, but I got half-way or more through old ^s arithmetic.^ '^Welly- 

but all of our young men and women who leave ow* common schools now" 
days, understand both mental and written arithmetic, know all about geo-- 
graphy and grammar, and have a fair knowledge of writing ccMnposition^ 
while many understand higher mathematics, with one, two, three, or mere' 
of the siences. Why is it, then, if school* were better when you went tor 
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school than they are now, that your edacation is very far inferior to the 
boys and girls of our schools at the present day ?" Here the matter ends, 
as all explanation, on their part, only goes to prove that they are wrong in 
their allegations, and that the schools are far in advance of what they were 
years ago, and are still progressing more rapidly than many suppose. The 
rising generation, within the range of common school years, has again com- 
pleted another course of discipline from four to six months in length, which 
after making all due allowance for everything that has a tendency to retard 
the progress of the schools, was very well administered in a majority of the 
schools and in nearly all middling weiL 

I do not believe the schools ever accomplished as much in any one year 
sinc« the establishmennt of the free school system as they did during the last. 

This, I think, is attributable to three reasons. First, the rigid and thor- 
ough course pursued in the examinations, which were conducted in such a 
way as to draw the attention of teachers to those points where improvement 
was most needed in the school room. Second, the county institutes, through 
the teachers, have had a most salutary influence upon the schools. Third, 
the instructions given while visiting the schools for the last five years, in 
drilling classes and lecturing to the schools, seems to be remembered and 
put into practice bj*^ many teachers and scholars. Hence, much improve- 
ment is noticeaMe in the following particulars : In reading, more attention 
is given to the elocutionary principles and the subject matter* In writing, 
some system of penmanship is being pretty generally introduced, and in- 
stuctions given in a more systematic order. In arithmetic, the old plan of 
permitting each scholar to cypher by himself, or rather trying to get answers, 
without comprehending the reason for the result, is about abandoned, and 
classification introduced in its stead. Grammar, that branch which has 
long been derided and considered only an ornamental branch for professional 
men, is now taught in almost every school in the county. In short, that 
which is most gratifying is great improvement in classification and thorough- 
ness. It has long been my aim to impress upon teacher and pupil the old 
proverb, which says: ^^ Anything which is worth doing at all, is worth doing 
well.'' I believe it has had the desired eflTect. 

Ten districts made improvements by erecting new houses, twelve in all ; 
four of which are brick and eight frame. Those of brick are first class houses 
in every particular. The frame structures are also very good country school 
houses of modern style, and in all cases of suitable dimensions for the places 
where located. In addition to these, the city of Williamsport erected two 
large brick edifices, with four school rooms in each, at a cost of $18,000, fur 
both, exclusive of the price of ground. 

About one-third of the districts were supplied with Pierce's magnetic 
globes. 
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II. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

All the schools were open at some time during the year, with an average 
length of term of four and two-thirds months. On account of sparse settle- 
ments, mountainous and woody roads and scholars mostly small, the schools 
J of Brown, M'Henrj', and some of Cummings, Pine, Coganhouse and M'- 
Intyre districts were open during the summer season. These were all visit- 
ed when open. Those of the other districts were in operation daring the 
winter, when my time was exclusively devoted to visiting schools during 
the entire winter. Through a kind Providence I was not detained a single 
day on account of sickness, but continued to make my daily visits as regular 
as the school day came, regardless of storms, as long as I could find a school 
in session. Yet, notwithstanding this dilgence, a few of the schools were 
not visited, for the following reasons : Those of Jordan I made an effort to 
visit twice, but got fast in snow-drifts both times. Those of Armstrong 
were suspended on accoimt of a contagious disease at the time I was in the 
district. Two in Nippenose, one in Susquehanna, and four in Plunkett's 
Creek I had not time to visit. All the other schools were visited. 

Held ninety examinations, (both public and private,) at which two hun- 
dred nnd seventy-eight applicants were inspected, two hundred and fifty- 
seven received provisional certificates and twenty-one were rejected. The 
average grade of the certificates given, is three and a small fraction. This 
low grade was caused by the two extra branches added : History and theory of 
teaching. But very few teachers had given these studies any consideration, 
and as was to be expected, fully eight-tenths were marked as low as five in 
these particular branches. This elicited considerable murmurings on the 
part of many, but when interrogated upon honor as to whether they believed 
that they should be marked l)etter, they generally confessed their ignorance, 
at the same time giving a promise that they would never again be found so 
palpably deficient in these important branches. Many have since evinced 
a spirit that they intend to make their promises good. Nine professional 
certificates were granted. Held one County institute, which convened at 
Jersey Shore, on Monday, December 9, and continued in session five days. 

This was only the fourth annual meeting of the kind ever held in the 
county, and from the time we first met, each successive meeting was an im- 
provement on the former one ; especially the latter, which was superior to all, 
not only in numbers present, but in that live, willing and enthusiastic zeal 
manifested by the members. It was the testimony of strangers from abroad, 
that they never saw a better corps of lady teachers and never any so free to 
take part in the exercises of the institute. 

The teachers were entertained free of charge by the dtizens of the town, 
which had a most salutary influence upon the institute, in creating a social 
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and harmonious feeling among the teachers ; besides, it had a tendency to 
awaken an interest on the part of the people where teachers were stopping. 

The lecturers obtained from abroad, were Rev. John S. Ermentrout and 
Edward Brooks, A. M., both of whom rendered very efficient service, by lec- 
turing in the evening and conducting class drills during the day sessions. 

In the performance of this work, I traveled 2,800 miles, and wrote two hun- 
dred and nineteen official letters. 

III. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Aside from the common school officers, teachers and tax-payers, the other 
agencies that look to the welfare of the public schools are very few. The 
"high school" of Jersey Shore, and Dickinson seminary, of Williamsport, 
are about the only institutions that fhmish the county with any teachers; 
and these with not more than one-tenth as many as are needed. For the 
last two years there has been a select school at Montoursville, which has 
exerted quite a considerable of local influence in favor of education. 

There are within the county five weekly and two daily newspapers, which 
print the proceedings of the County institute, and two of them have publish- 
ed my annual report, except this, and they are silent in regard to educational 
affairs, only so far as they are paid their usual rates. 

I do not know of but one clergyman (Mr. Hillpot, of Lycoming township) 

hat visited a single school, save what visiting he did in his own township. 

I am well satisfied that there were not one-half dozen schools visited by 

clergymen during the entire year; but when in conversation with them they 

^ appear favorable to common schools and wish us success, assuring us at 

the same time that we have their sympathy. I hope we have. But if the 

old saying be true, that ^' actions speak louder than words," and we judge 

them by their fruits, we have not. We would like to hear them talk about 

Schools, and pray for their prosperity; we would love to see them visit thq 

Schools and counsel them; we would be glad to have them press upon their 

Congregations the importance of education. This they should do for the 

Sake of their own calling, as all know it is necessary to civilize before we 

attempt to christianize, 

lY. OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OP IMPROVEMENT. 

From the multiplicity of these they might with propriety be termed legion ; 
^be greater of which is the want of means. The evils arising from this one 
S^reat and appalling obstacle, like an axiom, are self-evident and need no 
Proof. 

We are safe therefore to say that it is the grand trunk from which all other 
^l)6tacles flow. As in demonstrating a proposition in geometry, truths ascer- 
^^ained by former theorems are called in question to establish others, thus 
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connecting proposition with proposition, making a perfect chain of reason- 
ing. So in regard to the obstacles in the way of improvement; they are 
numerous, and a medium sized volume might be written npon the subject. 

Yet a few of the primary obstacles, with their corollaries, form the basis 
of the whole of them. Some of the most prominent as well as some of the 
most formidable of these we will mention with brief and desultory comments: 

1. The want of funds, or more properly the failure of our present 
mode of levying and collecting a tax large enough to create a sufficient 
school fund. The State has provided means, by establishing Normal schools, 
to educate teachers, which is all right so far as it goes ; but where is the 
philosophy or economy to make teachers and afterwards starve them to 
death. So long as the common school system is used as a crucible to 
smelt down the intelligence of the country, and run out all the pure metal 
for all the various other professions, and retain only the dross for its own 
use, so long will the progress of our schools be slow, if they ever get far in 
advance of what they now are. Many eminent statesmen, lawyers, preach- 
ers and doctors were once shining lights in the teacher's profession, and the 
probability is that many of them would have remained in the business were 
there any inducements held out for them to do so. But alas ! there are 
none save poverty and want. Of the injustice of low salaries and short 
terms, which are the results of the want of funds, or rather some better 
method of levying and collecting them, I have not room to write further, but 
will let suffice what I have already said. 

2. The failure of many of the directors and pupils to know the worth 
and appreciate the services of the good teacher, is also a hindrance to the 
cause. This obstacle cannot be removed suddenly, from the fact that the 
greater portion of the senior population are uneducated, and no one Can 
justly estimate and sustain that which he does not understand. 

3. The idea that any one will do to teach a ^^poor school^ " meaning by 
that, not an advanced school, prevails to the great detriment of all remote 
and small schools in the rural districts. Because the school is not ad- 
vanced, the most inexperienced and low grade teacher is selected to teach 
it. As might be expected, the teacher can get up no interest in the school, 
and but little progress is made. On the following season the school is still 
a " poor school," and most any one will do to teach it again. This is re- 
peated from year to year, until scholars grow up with no more education 
than barely being able to read and write badly ^ and figure a little in theftmda- 
mental rules of arithmetic 

Too much of that economy practiced by the honest yeomanry who have 
accumulated wealth, is supposed to apply with equal propriety in employing 
teachers. Hence, the cheapest, as they imagine, ai*e employed and not the 
best. This economy, when applied to schools, is very bad policy, as cheap 
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teachers are invariably the dearest. In fact, if we would but fairly estimate 
the value of youthful mom squandered by cheap teachers, they would be 
found dear at any price, as well as a curse to the cause. 

4. There are too many who are recklessly indifferent in regard to visiting 
schools, among those who are well wishers of the system, and willing to 
sustain any reasonable measures for the advancement of the same, so far as 
money and advocating the right are concerned. In many schools but one 
or two patrons make their appearance during a whole term, and not in a 
few, none at all. These remarks are also more applicable to directors than 
they should be in many districts. The careworn teacher, in whose coun- 
tenance can be depicted the responsible toils of the school room, should be 
visited often. The faithful teacher loves to exhibit his work and have it 
inspected. Should patrons and directors visit the schools often, it would 
have a tendency to drive away much of that dreary monotony of the school 
room, smooth the rugged pathway of the teacher and greatly encourage the 
pupils. 

CJiiklren love to do that which receives the attention and commendation 
of their parents and grown persons. It is hoped that parents will give this 
subject a favorable consideration, and discard the flimsy excuse that they 
can "do no good. " Good teachers should be visited in or^er to render 
encouragement to teaching school. Poor teachers should be visited for the 
same purpose, as well as to instruct them in those particulars in which they 
lack most. 

6. An over cautious temerity, or the want of self-will on the part of many 
directors, is also a hindrance to the cause, for by it unworthy friends and 
relatives press themselves upon the board as teachers. 

It is the opinion of the great majority of the people, that the number of 
directors had better be reduced to three, with reasonable compensation 
given for their services. 

y. MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

The general prevalence of low salaries and short terms, which are com- 
plained of by nearly every County Superintendent, should induce the Legis- 
lature to remove these evils. By amending our educational code, so that 
authorities, who can appreciate the labors of the faithfhl teacher, who know 
what attainments are requisite to teach the free schools, and who know 
what compensation should be given to secure qualified teachers, could levy 
a general tax throughout the Commonwealth sufficiently large to compen- 
sate, ^t a fair salary, all teachers of the State for a term of not less than 
seven months. Then we might expect to make rapid progress; then the 
State would educate the children of the State ; then the rich would in reality 
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educate the poor. Under qur present mode of levying and collecting taxes 
the wealthy educate themselves, and the poor must do likewise to a great 
extent, or go uneducated, which is too often the case. But we expect that 
this plan at the present will meet with much opposition, we therefore reluc- 
tantly drop it, believing, however, that it is the best plan that can be suggested 
and will eventually be adopted. We now fall back to the next best thing, 
that which is pretty generally agitated and more likely to be done. It is a 
large increase of appropriation by the State. There can be no good reason 
given why we should not at least have an appropriation of one million 
dollars annually. In the early days of our common school system, as early 
as 1842 and 1843, when the State was largely in debt for internal improve- 
ments, when times were hard and wages low, labor scarce and little money 
in circulation, when the resources and population of the State were not 
more than one half as great as they are now, in those days, and under such 
circumstances, the appropriations for school purposes were as large and 
even larger than they are at present (save the last.) A large appropriation 
would not only be of direct benefit, in enabling the directors to keep open 
the schools a longer term with better teachers, but it would also indirectly 
enable the County Superintendent to carry out more progressive and rigid 
measures. He could then require of the teacherf> and directors what he 
dare not now f if he does the directors will forfeit their share of the appro- 
priation rather than comply. This has been done in several instances in 
this county, and they call it economy to do so. But in case there was a 
large amount of appropriation money coming to their district, they would 
not be so likely to forfeit it by employing cheap teachers without certificates. 
Without any further comment, I will say what we most need now, or more 
properly all we need now, is that the law-making power take some measures 
which will secure us longer terras^ and provide sonie way for raising the 
funds to pay the teachers better salaries. If the Legislature will but do 
this, all other difl^culties will soon be overcome. Many districts levy the 
highest number of mills on the dollar the law allows, and yet are only able 
to keep open their schools four months, at very low salaries, ranging from 
$20 to $30 per month. But suppose it to be $30, for a term of four months, 
it will amount to the insignificant sum of $120, which will not much more 
than keep a young lady in calico frocks and shoes ; much less will it sup- 
port a man with a family, or enal)le a young man or woman to attend a 
Normal school or other institutions, to prepare more fully for the profession. 
By low salaries and short terms we place a bounty on ignorance and we 
get it. All educators know that incompetent teachers cannot co;nmand 
respect among the citizens in the community where they teach; and when 
parents do not respect the teacher the scholars will not, but are loath to 
obey and learn but little. 
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With these difficulties looming up before us at every step we try to ad- 
vance; it is hard to make rapid progress. Therefore, we hope that those 
who have the power to remove them will do so soon. 

For further information in regard to s,cbool houses, where new ones are 
located, the number that are still unfit for use, the whole number of schools 
and what districts were supplied with globes during the year, the reader is 
referred to the statistical table. 



M'KEAN COUNTY.— W. J. Miliken. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

Though noiseless and unpretending, it is believed that the educational 
interests of the county have yet moved forward. The slope to perfection 
is long and difOicult, but the tireless energies of a regular though toilsome 
progression are better fitted to reach the summit than fitful series of activity 
and intervals of repose. The chief indications of progress are seen not so 
siuch in frequent educational gatherings bustling into public sight, as in the 
Qi^iet, substantial reflections of our county^s educators, which have resulted 
in the grading of two schools, thus expanding the facilities for scholarship 
At home ; the willingness and desire of directors to raise the standard of 
proficiency in the educational qualifications of the teacher ; the ready con- 
cession of the profession that a higher standard is necessary ; the advanced 
degree of educational proficiency in those just entering the profession, over 
^bose entering it in former years, and the actual elevation of the standard 
^f educational qualification. 

In a county where wealth, population, long settlement, and the refine- 
^=^ents of life are variously distributed, it is difficult to fix a standard of 
Qualification which will accommodate itself to the diverse conditions of the 
different sections, but it was thought that a teacher, if not possessed of the 
V-aried accomplishments of a professor, should at least possess a middling 
c^egree of scholarship in the several branches the law requires him to be in- 
spected in, and hence, in my last examinations for the past school year, 
Applicants receiving certificates were required to average at least number 
^hree; all others were rejected. Such rejections, however, have not in all 
Ceases been final and conclusive, as some of our summer schools require 
^::M>mparatively but a low degree of scholarship in their teachers. I have 
in some cases, upon the representation of a majority of a board of school 
directors, that no other more competent teacher could be procured, given 
^he rejected applicant a certificate for a single term. 
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These measures it is thought have in a large degree prevented the iti- 
troduction of incompetent teachers into schools beyond their capacities to 
teach, and at the same time kept all the schools in session. 

Two school houses were built during the past year. One at Kane, in 
Sergeant township, and one at Alton, in Lafayette township. Of the former 
I can say nothing, as I have not yet extended my visits to Sergeant. The 
latter is a fine structure ; the interior is lo£by, ample, most pleasant, and 
every way well arranged. 

WORK DONE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

I held one County institute of one week's duration ; held seventeen public 
examinations ; granted ninety-eight provisional and four professional certi- 
ficates ; rejected ten applicants ; held one oducAtional meeting, which was 
addressed by Hon. J. P. Wickersham. ^iiuie one hundred and sixteen 
school visits, and traveled, at an estimate, two thousand miles. 

WORK DONE BY OTHER EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES. 

There have been a number of select schools in different localities, aiicrr= 
judging from the high character of their teachers, they have done goo^^ii 
service for the cause of education. There has been no academy or othe^ x- 
school where the higher departments of learning have been taught, but J 
hope this deficiency will be remedied the coming year. Two graded school s 
were established, or in process of establishment, one at Smethport, and o^'^^ 
at Port Allegheny, from which we may expect fruit in due season, f ox 
the latter, a school house is to be built, at an estimated cost of three tho^^* 
sand dollars, apparatus included. 

These schools, to be successful, should possess three departments; prima ^"y' 
intermediate and academical. The whole should be placed under the m^^^ 
agement of an accomplished professor, who should be provided with com Jr^^ 
tent assistants. That such may early be their character, is my devot^^^ 
wish. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

That some measures should be adopted to equalize the advantages of ti ^^ 
school children of the county, and even of the State, none will deny. Th»- ^ 
the children of one section should faie sumptuously, while the children ^ 
another section equally worthy, should be thrust aside with the b^ga^^ 
crumb, is a condition which justice and a wise comprehensive policy mi^ 
disown. But such to a great extent is the case here ; the more populous a 
wealthy districts can build better school houses, furnish them better, emplc:^ 
better teachers, and thus offer superior advantages to their children, whS- J 
other districts, poor' and sparsely settled, must accept the least efi3cie^^ 
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teacliers, because unable to pay for the services of the best. When will 
the school tax be made uniform throughout the State, that this evil may 
be abolished? 



MERCER COUNTY.— Jacob Miller. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

The statistical report, herewith transmitted, exhibits some very encour- 
aging facts, relative to the condition and working of the schools during 
the past year. The average length of the school term was six and one- 
third months. The year before it was only six months and one day. In 
Coolspring, Hickory, Peer Creek, and Greenville, the length of the term 
was increased about-one month; in Findley, llempfield, Bell, Clarksville, 
Liberty, Otter Creek, West Salem, and Sandy Lake, about one half month, 
and in Jamestown, two and one-half months. Of the two hundred and sixty- 
four schools which were in operation during the past year, only six were 
kept open a shorter time than five months. Sixty-four were kept open seven 
months, and thirty-two, eight months. 

In a majority of the districts there was a considerable increase in the aver- 
age salaries of teachers. Coolspring, Brownsville, Sheakleyville, and Green- 
ville, increased the salaries of females from twenty to thirty-five per cent. 
Jamestown, French Cre^k, Green, Hickory, and Liberty, increased the sala- 
ries of males from ten to twenty-five per cent. 

In most of the districts the salaries were graded according to the quali- 
fications of the teachers. The salaries of the male teachers, in the graded 
schools, varied from fifty to one hundred and fifty dollars per month. Of 
the one hundred and fifteen males who taught in the rural districts, seventy- 
one received from forty to forty-five dollars per month. Of the one hun- 
dred and forty-two females who taught during the winter, ninety-eight re- 
ceived from thirty-two to forty dollars per month. Delaware, which is 
one of the wealthiest districts in the county, reduced the cash salaries of 
males to twenty dollars per month. In Coolspring the schools were kept 
open eight months, and the salaries of females were increased twenty per 
cent. In these particulars, Coolspring is now in advance of all the other 
rural districts in the county. Sharon levied a higher rate of tax, paid higher 
salaries, and expended a larger amount for school and building purposes 
than any other district in the county. 

New Houses. — Sixteen school houses were built during the year, at a 
costlof about nineteen thousand dollars. Those built in East Lackawan- 
nock, Findley and Jackson, are superior brick buildings, constructed on 
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improved plans, provided with comfortable furniture and suitable out- 
houses, and located on pleasant and healthful sites. A building, designed 
for a union graded school, is now in course of erection in the flourishing 
borough of West Middlesex. It will be an elegant and substantial brick 
edifice, and will cost about eighteen thousand dollars. 

Several of the new houses are not much better than the old ones. It 
seems that they were constructed in disregard of taste, health, convenience 
and all the most important principles of architecture. 

Apparatus Fortj-two schools were supplied with Pierce's magnetic 

globes, and fourteen with Ouyot^s wall maps. A large majority of the 
schools in the county are now supplied with reading cards and out-line 
maps, and many are also supplied with globes and astronomical charts* 

Teachers, — -The teachers of the county made commendable improvement 
during the past year, especially in the theory of teaching and the History 
of the United States. As a body they gave general satisfaction in the 
practice of teaching. Many were eminently successfhl, and only a few failed 
to give reasonable satisfaction. One hundred and twenty-one male teach- 
ers were employed during the past year. The year before only ninety-four 
were employed. 

The Schools — There was perceptible improvement in the general charac- 
ter of the schools. The discipline was of a higher order, the classification 
more rigid, and the instruction more thorough than during the year before* 
In several districts stringent measures were adop.ted in order to correct, as 
far as possible, the evils of tardiness and irregular attendance. The results 
were highly satisfactory. Tardiness was greatly diminished, and the aver- 
age attendance of pupils was from twenty to twenty-five per cent, better 
than during any previous year. In almost every district it was the pre- 
vailing opinion that the schools were im an improved condition. 

Two graded schools were established at Wheatland Furnace, in Hickory 
district. An elegant brick house was erected for the purpose the year be- 
fore. The schools of Greenville were organized on the Union graded sys- 
tem, on the completion of the new building in September. They were well 
graded and rigidly disciplined ; and under the skillful management of the 
principal, Mr. E. C. M'Clintock, they attained a high degree of eflaciency. 
There are now forty graded schools in the county, all of which are in a 
prosperous condition. The course of studies in the Union schools of Mer- 
cer, Sharon and Greenville, is not limited to the common English branches. 
It includes all the branches usually taught in academies and seminaries. 

The progress of public opinion indicates a glorious future for our com- 
mon schools. All opposition to popular education has subsided. In every 
district the schools are increasing in popularity, and gaining a stronger 
hold on the affections of the people. The statistics ftimished by the Coiinty 
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Superintendents show that only a few of the counties in the State are in 
^vance of Mercer in those matters which constitute progress. In educa- 
tional spirit and fidelity to the common school system Mercer yields pre. 
<^deace to none. 

EDUCATIONAL At}EN€IE8. 

The Jamestown seminary, the New Lebanon academy, and other private 
schools in the county, are doing good work for the cause. About one hun- 
dred of our teachers attended these schools during the past year. The 
Edinboro'' State Normal school supplied us with an increased number of 
good teachers. One of the graduates of this school, who taught in the 
county during the past year, failed however to give satisfaction, and was 
dismissed. 

Normal schools are in one respect, at least, like other schools, they cannot 
give teachers brains. 

Institutes were held, on alternate Saturdajns, in two districts. Hickory and 

East Lacka wakinock. The H ickory institute has been in successful operation 

for more than nine years. It has done more than any other agency to diffuse 

a knowledge of the best methods of teaching, and to rouse popular interest 

in behalf of the schools. 

The County institute met at Mercer, on the S6th of November, and con- 
tinued in session five days. It was the largest and the most interesting and 
profitable meeting of teachers ever held in the county. Good feeling, and 
hannony of action, prevailed throughout the entire proceedings. Two hun- 
dred and seven teachers were present, of whom one hundred and eighty-one 
^ere actual members of the institute. The attendance of school director ^ 
^nd citizens was very large. Some of the leading divines and lawyers < 1 
^he count}' were present, and gave valuable aid and encouragement to tli ..• 
§ood work. Prof. J. A. Cooper, of the State Normal school of this di> 
^Jict, Mrs. Mary Howe Smith, of New York, and Prof. W. D. Hinkle, < i 
^hio, were among the lecturers and instructors. Hons. William Stewaj i 
^iid M. C. Trout delivered addresses on popular education. The lecture- - 
^ere in the main practical, professional in their bearing, and adapted to tli< 
^ants and comprehension of the teachers. We are inclined to believe thiit 
^he County institute, if properly conducted and sustained, will become ;* 
^i*eat educational power, and will do more to elevate teaching to the diguit.. 
^f a profession, and to improve public sentiment in reference to our conmit .. 
^<^hools, than all other agencies combined. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAT OF PROQRESS. 

The chief obstacle in the way of progress is the incompetency, of man. 
^^ our teachers. As a body our teachers are as welLqualified.a&^those < i 
1 SoHOOL Rep. 
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other counties, and some possess qfoalifieatioBs of t&e bigbest order. Stil] 
it is a notoiioBS faet, that man j are not as well qnaKfied as thej sho^d be^ 
and sa long as tbej bare charge of the schools progress mosl be slow^ 
Tardiness^ irregular attendance^ and other eyiis which kinder progres8< 
might be corrected, to a great extent, if we had a sufficient nnmber of per- 
manent teachers, m whose abiKty and discretion the people wof^ld have full 
confidence We need teachers who ean exert a restraining influence over 
the entire eon>manity« In order to procure SBch teachers the length of the 
school term must be increased, and siKh salaries must be ofl^red ae will 
induce young men ais. adies to make teaching their professkm^ 

In almost every district persons are to be fomid who are, more or less* 
disposed to interfere with the lawful authority of directors md teaehers. 
This practice has a pernicioHe influence on the discipline of the schools^ 

The directors and teachers h«iye the authority to classify the schools, and 
to decide what branches pupils shall study } but they ^ not, as a general 
rale, exercise it. Hence, the schools, in many cases, are not as> well classic 
fled as they should be. It ys^ of course, not expected that directors and 
teachers shall always be able to mould and direct pubMc opinios^ ami to 
call forth the sympathies of the people^ Still they should have the moral 
courage to exercise their lawful atithority,. when the good of the schools- 
requires it. 

MCASURKS CALOUtAtlTD TO PKOSCOUt l^ftOOltESS;^ 

We need ad efficient local superintendeney^ In each district the schools 
should be closelj' watched and their interests earefuliy guarded by a person 
oumpetent to give teachers instruction in every branch taught m the sehools, 
as well as in the art and science of teaching. Perhaps nine^enthe of the 
directors in the State have never made teaching a study ^ and yet upon 
them devolves tbc local supervision of the schools^ That the work 19 
poorly done, is a well known fact. The superintendents of large couHties^ 
have so many other duties to perform, that they do well if they make one 
short visit to eadi school under their charge in a year^ 

The State Superintendent, in his report for le^6, proposed a good plan 
for the local supervision of the schools. I fear, however, that its adoption 
would require changes in the school system for which the public mind \9 
)iot yet fully prepared. It is recommended that schooi directors >3e author^ 
ized, by legislative enactment, to suspend pupils, for a limited time, for 
tardiness, or absence, without good and sufficient reasons given in writing: 
bv their parents or guardians. Such a law, it is believed, would have a salu- 
tary influence, wherever directors would have the moral courage to enforce^ 
it. The best thing, however, that the Legislature can do for the schools* 
at the next session, is to extend the minimum length of the school term t<^ 
six months, and increase the State appropriation accordingly- 
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L filHJCATIONAL PR0e&B88 IN THB <XHJNTTw 

Renfies — Five new koHses were built during tke ye*r — one la Bellville, 
Vnion district; ooe in Milroy, Armagh district^ one in Brown, one in 
BrattoB «nd one i« W^ne. As was intimated in vay last report, most of 
these houses have fallen below the wants of the communities in which they 
are iooate<L The house in BellviUe is a good substantial brick, nicely lo* 
<ated and well enough furnished, costing about one thousand seven hundred 
•doUars. The mistake made was in building a house with a single room 
when two rooms were needed, and supplying the deficiency by moving the 
old house into the vicinity of the sew. A larger house with two rooms, 
well fomished, would have been preferable in mai\y ways, and besides, in 
the end, the most economic^L The old house is intended for the primary 
schook With its dingy walls and defaced furniture, bearing the impress of 
preoediug generations, it is hardly the place to greet tke eyea of our children 
introduced for the first time into school, especially when the older brothers 
and sisters have the privilege of attending school in a bright, cheerful room 
Hearty. 

The house in tke beautiful village of Milroy is the most consummate 
blunder in the shape of building that can readily be imagined. Milroy, the 
terminus of the Mifllin and Centre County railroad, is a flourishing village, 
^nd possesses the elements of a place of considerable importance. It has 
about two hundred children to educate, and has had for their accommoda- 
tion three houses. Tliese, for a number of years, have been unfit for use, 
"^nd would have been displaced before this but for the dififlculty of educat- 

m 

^^g tile minds of the people and directors up to the idea of building a first 
■^lass house — a house with four large, commodious rooms, calculated for a 
^tiion graded school. It was finally concluded to build. Several meetings 
^^ere held attended by the Superintendent, directors and citizens, at which 
'^i^e necesMty of building a house worthy of the place was urged. As the 
^^ly means of securing such a building, it was urged upon the citizens of 
^J:ie place to contribute liberally in addition to the tax voted by tke direc- 
-T:^r8. This was not done, and some opposition arising between the coun- 
■•^^y and village portions of the district, on the ground that the village did 
^ ^ot pay its proportionate share of taxes, an inefficient amount of money 
^^^as voted, and in consequence a frame building, with only two rooms, was 
^>iilt. This I regard an unfortunate mistake, since it can only be partially 
^^^^raedied by the erection of another building. The blame rests, by no 
^^ems alone, or chieQy, with the directors, hut rather with the citizens of 
^*ie village and vicinity* 
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One of the five houses in Brown, unfit for use, (only six in the district,) 
was exchanged for a new one the past year, but considering the wealth of 
the district, and of the vicinity of the house, it is the most inferior building 
erected in the county for many years. This district, one of the wealthiest- 
in the county, keeping her schools open six months on two and » half mills 
on the dollar, puts up a building, in a public and wealthy part of the dis- 
trict, for five hundred dollars, while Bratton, one of the poorest, paying five- 
mills on the dollar for five months' school, puts one up the same year for 
one thousand dollars. 

The house built in Bratton is near M'Teytown station, on the Pennsyl- 
rania Central railroad, and is indeed a well planned and finely constructed 
building, reflecting honor on the whole district. Its location is also mosV 
excellent, being in a beautiful grove. 

The house built in Wayne is a plain substantial frame building, well 
enough planned, and comfortable. 

In other parts of the county there are signs of educational life* Derry 
is now erecting a building at Kelley's, which will fee a very good house< 
Lewistown is waking up. Application was made to the Legislature last 
winter for a special act authorizing the directors to sell all the school pro- 
perty of the town, and to borrow twenty thousand dollars, for the purpose 
of erecting proper school buildings. Through the influence of a few wealthy 
men it was defeated, and the matter is indefinitely postponed. 

Apparatus. — Pierce's magnetic gloljes and Cornell's out-line maps have 
l>eeu put into a large majority of the schools of the county during the year. 
Quite a "breeze" was raised in reference to the introduction of the globes. 
Some directors opposed them for the reason thart they could not be con^ 
vinced of their advantage to the schools. Others, of the more intelligent^ 
while admitting their advantage in the hands of skilful teachers^ opposed 
them because of the inability of our teachers generally to use them, to ad- 
vantage. Tiiis, however, is no argument agaiust globes, but only ag^nst 
employing poor, iuelticient teachers. The fact is, in many schools they are 
put up in neat little boxes, and laid away in some private corner where they 
remain. But when a live teacher gets hold of the school they will com^ 
out. They wore put in by an agent canvassing the county. 

Qualifications and Salaries, — Qualifications and salaries of teacher 
have remained about the same as last year. The sentiment, however, o^ 
paying good teachers better salaries is growing in some parts of the county" - 
This is shown in some places by paying teachers according to their qualifi--^ 
cations and success in the school room. In others^ by adding to the salarj^ 
oft'ered by the board, such an amount as will secure a first class teacher. 

The County Institute. — The County institute, held in Lewistown 
November, was a decided success. It was considered the best ever held i 
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1!hc county. As the proceedings of the meeting have been reported to^the 
Department, it is not necessary to give details. 

A high degree of interest was awakened among all classes of people, 
especially among those of the learned professions. Some were heard to 
say^ '^ the teacher's profession is rising.'' We are heartily satisfied with the 
law as it now is in relation to County institutes. We ask nothing more to 
make them a complete, a grand success. Only one district institute was 
held during the year. That was in Lewistown. May it long survive. 

IL EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BT THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations.— I held ten public and one private examination. In all 
one hundred and five applicants ; granted ninety provisional, eleven pro- 
fessional, and rejected fuur applicants. The number of professional certifi- 
<;ate8 granted seems large for this county, but rt will be remembered that 
only six such certificates were granted during the three preceding years, 
and that this is a class of teachers the most of whom have chosen teaching 
us a pr<x&ssion, and have labored a^ number of years in preparing them- 
eelves for the work. They are by no means ausgelamt, but I could m 
safety entrust them with this expression of appreciation of their efforts, 
while at the same time I informed them that they should regard the cer- 
tificate as an incentive to higher attainments, rather than as a signal to 
-stop in their onward career. Some of them, perhaps most of them, will 
now aim to secure a State certificate. Average grade of provisional cer- 
tificate&, about one and three-fourths (IJ.) 

Visitations^ — Of the ninety-six schools of the county, six were visited 
only onee, seventy-five twice, the remainder three or more times. I was ac- 
companied, as usual, part of the time by directors, sometimes by citizen - 
Occasionally evening meetings were held, which were generally well at- 
tended ; sometimes quite interesting. The most interesting and profital.k- 
meeting of tliis kind was held in Newton Hamilton. I had the appo1i:i- 
ment made by the minister of the place from the pulpit, to be held in ihc 
church. It was announced as a children's meeting. The exercises to c-!»n 
sist of singing with the children, speaking by the Superintendent an. I 
others. The parents and all interested were urged to attend. The child ro.i 
came, parents came, directors and all came. The Superintendent sung witli 
the children, and spoke to them and to the parents of the motive and (U*- 
6ign of education. The minister of the place spoke, directors and teach- 
ers spoke, prominent citizens si>oke. The result was, a high degree of in- 
terest was awakened. Everybody was pleased, and went home determined 
to have a better school in the future- An4 they had too- 



182 MIFFLm COUJSTY. 

III. SDUCATiONAL WORK DON! BT OTHER AOEIfCTKSw 

In ftdditioB to the other agencies specified in last jear's report, doing; 
edocatioDal work in the eoantyy we now have the Lewistown academy^ on- 
der the principalship of Prof. J. Laird, who is a tborough and efficient edu- 
cator, fully alive to the interests of bis calling, and exercism^ a beneficial 
influence on those who coine under his care and instruction^ 

There is also a ladies^ school in the same building, under the cbarge of 
Mrs. Nolon, who, I understand, is also doing a good woifc 

Xishacoquillas seminary, under the principalship of the Superintendentr 
has a large number of teachers in attendance th» sunnner. It i» the only 
school in the county having a Normal class connected with it. 

Concluding Remarks. — It remains to be seen what eflfieet the increase of 
the State appropriation will have. If it resuHs in theinercase of the school 
t^rm, the end intended to be reached will hare been accomplijshed, and a 
further increase of appropriation may be expected. If it does not, the de- 
sign is mot accomplished, and the additional! State aid wiU most likely be- 
withdrawn. The people should be made to understand this. In my opin- 
ion the ultimate perfection of the public school system depends on thi& 
measure, together with a corresponding increase in the mdnimittm leogtb of 
the school term. Two thiugs must be effected by some means, befbre our 
schools can make much more progress. The school term »ust be length- 
ened, and the salaries of teachers must be increased. 

We are making such slow progress in these two particulars, the fact is- 
no progress at all, except in a few casea, that the friends of the school sys- 
tem are becoming discoursed, and almost despair of ever raising the pub- 
lic schools to aby higher degree of perfection. The school term of Mifflin 
county is no longer to-day than it was twenty years ago, and in one dis- 
trict I know it to be two months shorter. The salaries of teachers, in, com- 
parison with the cost of living, are not as good as they were twenty years- 
ago. 

Here, then, is the weak point in our system which needs to be strengthened^ 
and it seems to me there is no other means by which it can be done, excepti 
through an increase of the State ^propriation, and a corresponcMng in- 
crease of the minimum length of the school term. This wiQ ailbrd super- 
intendents and other school officers excellent capital by which the salaries^ 
of teachers may be raised. The main body of the arm^ must be brought 
up to the advanced position now held by the generaMn-chief, and the subor- 
dinate officers, and if we succeed in doing this in the next quarter of a cen*- 
tury, we may corgratolate ourselves on having succeeded admirflihly* 
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MONROE COUNTY— ^J, B. Storm. 

SDUGAriONAL P&OaRESS. 

School Honse 8. — ^Whole number, one hundred and twenty-seven; built 
during the year, five. One in Chestnut Hill, two in Eldred, one in Polk, 
and one in Tobjhanna. Of those built in Polk and Tobyhanna, and the 
brick building in Eldred^ I can speak in terms of commendation. They 
are large, desks well arranged, and lilsck-board surface in abundance — im- 
pprtaut points, and too frequently neglected in this count3^ The frame 
building in Eldred is a miserable affair, but a small improvement on the old 
building it displaced. It is a regular hotch-potch, and its mosaic appe^ir- 
ance can only be explained by supposing that each one of the citizens con- 
tributed a post and a few old boards, and on some rainy day when they had 
nothing else to do, they brought them together and nailed them up, each 
in his own way. The new building in Chestnut Hill is slightly built, out 
of poor lumber, and on a lot about one-fourth the proper size. Inasmuch 
as there will be a great deal of building in the next three years, I feel con- 
strained to call the attention of school directors to the following points : 
The lot selected should not be less than one hundred and eighty feet in 
length, by one hundred and twent3' feet in width. In this county, where 
the land is cheap, there is no excuse for building upon a lot less than one- 
half an acre in size. Owners of adjacent lands will be better protected, for 
it is impossible to prevent scholars from trespassing when you deprive 
them of play grounds. The ceiling should not be less than twelve feet 
high. There should be at least three hundred square feet of black-board 
surface, and the desks not to seat more than two pupils each, with good 
width of aisle between them. I invite the serious attention of directors to 
thes« leading features; for mistakes made here are irremediable. That 
there are fifty-nine school houses in this county without privies needs no 
comment. It it a disgrace to the people who neglect so plain a duty« It 
is but a poor excuse that most of these school houses are in the woods. 

Apparatus. — About oue-half of the schools are supplied with apparatus. 
Last year I reported that nearly all the schools had been supplied with 
globes and maps. The statement was based upon contracts for apparatus 
not then delivered. This generous conduct on the part of the directors 
brought down a storm of indignation upon their devoted heads, and they 
:8oon became very anxious to know how to escape from their agreements. 
It was ascertained that the contracts were not legally binding on some of 
the boards, from the manner in which they were executed, and others 
avoided them by showing fraud and misrepresentation. The apparatus 
lies in the express ofi&ce, and is looked upon by the pugnacious directors 
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as a vile thing, and the source of a great deal of woe. The father of 
himself would be as welcome to their homes as a New York agent foi 
sale of school apparatus. But the timidity of our school officers is as 
surable as the misrepresentations of traveling agents for the sale of 
paratus. 

Examinrntions, — I am able to report that the number of private ex 
nations is rapidly decreasing, and by the end of next year they will 1 
reached the lowest possible number. All my examinations are held aj 
tailed in a former report. 

Teachers* — Thirty-two teachers had no experience; twenty-seven 
an experience of less than one year ; and only twenty-four who have tai 
more than five years. That there were many feiilures in the first 
classes need cause no surprise. The continued opposition of directoi 
liberal salaries has had its effect upon our schools. Our best teachers 
winter found employment in the neighboring counties ; and to mak< 
this deficiency some of the poorest teachers in those counties found 
ployment in this. It is the legitimate eflfect of our policy to trade off 
competent teachers to neighboring States and counties, and to receive t 
incompetefit ones in exchange. Many of our best qualified teachers 1 
obtained clerkships^ or have turned merchants or formers. Yet in spil 
the poor pay many of our teachers are doing all in their power to hnpi 
themselves, and this county has in the various Normal schools in this S 
her full quata of earnest and devoted teachers. 

Visitations. — One hundred and thirty-seven visits were made to the 
hundred and twenty-five schools open. More visiting could have been d 
had the roads been in a passable condition. It sometimes took a half a 
to go two miles, and tlie half of that distance would have to be shovi 
through snow banks. 

Private Schools. — It is a pleasant task to report a great increase in 
number of private schools. Over four hundred more pupils attended tl 
schools this year than any previous year; and upon mature reflectic 
know of no other way to repair the evil of short terms than by an ineres 
encouragement to the formation of these schools. It is humiliating to 
adherents of our common school system, after it has been on trial for no 
than thirty years, to remedy its defects by a resort to private schools, 
if our short-sighted Legislature will not increase our school term bey' 
four months, there is no escape from the conclusion. 

MEASURES CAXCULATBD TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

I. Increase of school term from four months to six, and an amondm 
to the thirtieth section of the act of May 8, 1854, authorizing the direct 
to levy a tax net exceeding the amount of State and county taxes* 1 
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der this law some districts do not realize a tax sufficient to open their 
schools even four months. 

2. A decrease in the number of school directors, thereby increasing their 
efficiency and unanimity, and a reasonable compensation allowed them for 
their services. 

8. The distribution of the State appropriation among the various coun- 
ties of the State upon such principles that the wants and necessities of 
each county may be considered, rather than the number of taxable resi- 
dents, or the number of children attending school. It frequently happens 
that in different counties having the same rate of taxation, some can open 
their schools eight months, while others but four. The needs of the latter 
counties are greater than those of the former, and in the distribution of 
the appropriation there should be a discrimination in their favor. Consid- 
ering the sources of revenue out of which the appropriation is made, it 
ought not to be regarded in the sense of a strict right, but as a gratuity to 
the counties. To realize the full effects of our system of education, not 
only must the rich individual assist in the education of the poor, but the 
rich county must help the poor ; and the only way to do so, is to make the 
^ants of the counties the basis for distributing the State appropriation. I 
am aware that this plan would meet with great opposition from the wealthy 
counties, just as our common school law met with gi'eat opposition from 
wealthy individuals; but the grand idea of our free system will never be 
realized, till all the children in the State, irrespective of county lines, have 
the same opportunities of education. 
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EDUOATIONAL PBOORESS. 

School ^OMse«.~Whole number, two hundred and twenty-eight. Seven 

^^ these are unfit for use. There are six frame ; thirty-seven brick, and one 

'^^ndred and eighty-five stone buildings. There are still some buildings 

^^at would serve some years longer, but being built on low, marshy grounds, 

^hey should be moved to more desirable localities. This was urged upon 

^ifectors in preceding reports. Gwjnedd, Limerick, Montgomery, Nor* 

^ton and Pottstown, each built one good substantial house ; Hatfield two, 

^'id Upper Merion three. One in Upper Merion, one in Pottstown and one 

**^ Gw^^nedd are two story buildings for graded schools. These houses all 

^^flect credit upon the directors, who, if they do not receive the merited 

^^d of praise, have, at least, the consciousness of having discharged their 
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duty. In every instance these houses have been built upon elevated and 
otherwise suitable ground. These buildings cost from one thousand five 
hundred to four thousand dollars each. 

Furniture, — The new houses have all been supplied with new and suita- 
ble furniture; Norriton and Montgomery securing best style iron-fram( 
desks. New Hanover supplied one, and Moreland three schools with ne^ 
and suitable furniture. The large two story building, built last year ir 
Lower Merlon, has been furnished with best iron-frame desks. 

Graded Schools, — There are sixty-four graded &chools. Two in Gwynedd 
two in Pottstown, and two in Norristown, were graded during the year 
Several other schools have been partially graded, and have separate teach 
ers during part of the term ; these will, as soon as possible, be fully graded 
Directors and teachers are, each year, giving more attention to beautifying 
the grounds by planting shade and ornamental trees, and otherwise ren 
dering their school premises more attractive. In this connection it ma} 
not be amiss to mention specially the school in Jarrettown, Upper Dublin 
Several teachers have given public entertainments, and by this means have 
secured out-line maps and other apparatus. There are one hundred anc 
eight3'-one male and ninety female teachers. The fact that the number ol 
female teachers is increasing confirms the opinion that they are as efficiem 
ill their labors as male teachers. 

Moral Instruction. — Nearly all the schools are opened and closed witl 
prayer, singing, or by reading a portion of Scripture. 

Apparatus, — All the schools are furnished with black-boards ; though, ii 
some places, to a limited extent. Directors are yearly adding to the schoo 
apparatus what they deem necessary ; and we have reason to believe ou: 
schools will, before many years, be furnished with all the requisite appli 
ances. 

Institutes. — These, to a great extent, have ceased to exist. . In reference 
to this, I can only say that where institutes are held with proper interest 
there we have the most satisfactory examinations. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — There were thirty-six public examinations. Three hun 
dred and sixteen applicants were examined. A few private examination 
were given to fill vacancies. Ninety^one were examined who never taught 
thirty-six were rejected; two hundred and eighty provisional, and six pre 
fessional certificates were issued. I may here be allowed to correct ai 
error in last yearns report. Two hundred and fifty-three received provi 
sional and not professional certificates. During my first four years h 
office I issued no professional certificates. The average grade of certificate 
is two (2.) The method of examining is written, oral and topical. 
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I attended two institutes, and four educational meetings; spent one 
hundred and twenty-eight full days in official duty, beside many partially, 
and not enumerated in report ; traveled 2,165 miles; wrote one hundred and 
thirty-two letters, and delivered about one hundred addresses. 

Visitations, — ^All the schools were visited once, some twice, and others 
ofbener ; in all three hundred and two visits ; average length of visits about 
one hour. In visiting I endeavor to see the schools as they really are ; 
a^d the better to accomplish this, teachers are not apprised as to the time 
of visits. The regular recitations are conducted by the teacher. Superin- 
tendent looking on and noting errors and failures ; those pertaining to the 
teacher are quietly pointed out to him alone. A sho^t address is then made, 
when deemed necessary, to the scholars, pointing out their errors, and en- 
deavoring to stimulate them to a greater zeal in the effort to obtain a thor- 
ough education. 

InstiliUe — We held, in the month of November, in the court house, at 
Norristown, an interesting meeting of the County institute. It continued 
five days, with evening sessions. There were in attendance one hundred 
and eighty-eight teachers. Some of these took a very active part in the ex- 
ercises. In addition to these we had as co-laborers, Dr. S. K. Weber, Prof. 
A. X. Raub, County Superintendent S. B. Heiges, Prof. Friese and others; 
also, Prof. Brooks, of State Normal school, and State Superintendent J. 
P. Wickersham. The meeting was an entire success, and, unquestionably, 
resulted in a vast deal of good to all concerned. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Where efficient and energetic directors discharge their full duty, in co- 
operating with the teacher, we find all moving on agreeably and harmoni- 
ously, and it is a source of satisfaction to record the fact that the number 

• 

of such directors is increasing. The good resulting from the labors of dis- 
trict superintendents is plainly manifest. We have ten very creditable 
academies, whose labors are widening and deepening each succeeding year. 
To some of these we are greatly indebted for the many successful teachers 
Xiow laboring for us. The press, some occasionally, some weekly, lend a 
lielping hand in the good work. The care with which directors select teach- 
ers, and the increasing emulation springing up between the different dis- 
tricts, both upon the part of directors and teachers, give promise of good 
results. This is all encouraging, and we labor on in pleasure, confidently 
believing that a final good result must be obtained. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

The great hindrances to success are the inexperience of a number of 
teachers, and the acknowledged fact, that teaching, with many, is not a pro- 
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fession, only a stopping place ; with their thoughts too often not upon 
ing, but in casting about for business that pays better. To this n 
added irregular attendance. We now pass to 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

To remove the obstacles above alluded to, would ensure better succ 
our efforts to promote improvement. Directors, teachers and people 
understand fully the great importance of having each scholar to be in 
lar attendance. The better to secure this, the school room, the fun 
the apparatus, the ground's, and every thing connected with the school 
be made to look cheerful, inviting and pleasant. Make the school pl< 
for the children, and they will love to be there. Let the teachers 
voted to their charge, and really manifest a desire to teach success 
let then the directors and parent3 unite in their efforts, and cordially 
together for the good of th€ rising generation, and success must i 
their united effort. 



MONTOUR COUNTY.— William Henry. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

The number of schools in the county is seventy-one, four more tha 
year. Two schools were graded within the past year ; making twenty 
graded schools in the county. 

Three new houses were built during the year. One in Danville^ < 
Derry and one in Liberty. The one erected in Danville is a large an 
gant brick building, containing four rooms of sufficient size to seat 
pupils each, and furnislxed with every thing necessary to make the 
tractive and comfortable, such as heaters, ventilators, first-class seat 
desks, with a sufficient amount of black-board surface; all arranged 
very best style, and when the outside of the building is finished, an 
bell put up, it will be an ornament to the town, and the best school 
ings in the county. It cost ten thousand dollars. The one built in ] 
is a good, frame house, of ordinary size, with the necessary fumitur 
black-board surface; but the location is a bad one, being built on a c 
where two or three highways meet. The one erected in Liberty is a 
substantial brick building, thirty-four by twenty-six feet, and twelv 
high in the clear, furnished with good, convenient seats and desks, 
about one hundred feet of black-board surface. 

The directors of Anthony repaired one of the houses, both inside an< 
side, in such a manner as to make it the most comfortable house in tt 
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trict. The new Aiouses all indicate a vast improvement in size and arrange* 
ment over those built in former years, and reflect much credit upon the di- 
rectors who had them erected. 

Four districts were supplied by the directors with magnetic globc^r. 
A number of the teachers show by the manner in which they conduct their 
schools that they are determined to keep pace with the rapid workings of 
the school system, while a few stand still, or are rather retrograding, hav- 
ing no proper conception of the duties they have to perfottn. The salaries 
of the teachers have been increased in some of the districts, and their 
pupils reap the benefit of it, for teachers, like other laborers, generally 
work according to the pay they receive. 

The schools were visited by directors, but not as regularly as they should 
have been to make their visits accomplish much good* 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Number of public examinations held, thirteen ; special, one ; examined 
seventy-nine applicants, granted sixty-seven provisional certificates, and 
rejected twelve applicants. Fifty-two directors and a respectable number 
of citizens were present at the examinations. 

The schools were all visited twice except one, which was not in session 
^^hen I was in the district; forty I visited three times, and twenty*eight 
four times. I adopted the rule of remaining in each school a longer or 
shorter time, according to the condition in which J found it. While in the 
school I endeavored to make myself useful by assisting both teachers and 
pupils in the duties they had to perform, and, before leaving, I tried to im- 
press upon the minds of the pupils the great importance of recei\ing a 
good education, and the course they must pursue if they wish to acquire it. 

The County institute was held at Danville. The principal instructors 
were Hon. C. R. Coburn, Hon. S. G. Boyd and Prof. W. N. Walker. The 
exercises were practical and instructive, and the teachers manifested much 
interest in them. There were not as many teachers present as was antici- 
pated, but we presume it was because in some of the districts they were 
not allowed the time to attend. 

It is hoped that directors will hereafter allow the time, so that teachers 
will have no excuse, whatever, for remaining away. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AQBNCtI& 

We have some very active and energetic directors, who aided the schools 
very much by their untiring exertions in their behalf. The press and pul- 
pit, though friendly to popular education, are not exeiting their full power 
in favor of common schools in this county. I regret that so few ministers 
attend the examinations, or in any other way show A disposition to aid in 
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elevating the character of the schools where the little onel, belonging to 
their respective charges, to a very great extent, receive all the school edn» 
cation they ever get, except what they obtain in Sabbath schools. If pa- 
rochial or denominational schools had ever been in successful operation in 
the county, and had been overcome and driven to the wall by the free school 
system, as has been the case in some parts of the State, I could very easily 
excuse their backwardness; but as the case really stands in the rural dis- 
tricts, I am unable to see why the ministers of all denominations should 
not heartily encourage, by their presence in schools, and at teachers' insti- 
tutes, and by words of good cheer to teachers and pupils on all suitable 
occasions, the common schools, to the full extent of their ability. Their 
earnest co-operation could not fail to awaken a deeper interest among the 
people favorable to this great cause. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

The obstacles in the way of improvement in the schools of this county, 
are the shortness of the term, low salaries, unqualified teachers, irregular 
attendance of pupils, and a want of energy on the part of directors to per- 
form their duties. The school term is too short for scholars to make much 
advancement. By the time the door of knowledge is unlocked to the pupils 
the school closes. Teachers are unable to qualify themselves for the pro- 
fession at the low salaries which are paid, and therefore we are compelled 
to employ some who are not qualified, and our schools suffer from it. 

It is out of the power of teachers to remedy the irregular attendance of 

pupils without the aid of parents. If parents were to visit the schools regn- 

. larly and see how much their children lose, and the confusion it causes in 

the classes, they would not allow them to stay out of school two or three 

days each^week for|any trivial cause. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

The minimum school term should be eight, surely not less than six 
months. Pennsylvania owes to her sons and daughters a liberal common 
school education, and they cannot receive it in the short term of four 
months. We need legislation to accomplish this much desired change, for 
there are still many persons who oppose the degree of taxation necessary 
to the efficient working of the free school system, and choose to neglect 
even so important an interest as the proper education of their children, 
for the purpose of saving a few dollars. 

Goncluding Remarks, — In reviewing the past, and comparing it with 
the present, I feel encouraged to hope for still greater success in the future, 
and am resolved to labor on in the good work, devoting to it whatever 
powers I possess, but at the same time looking for the cooperation of the 
good people of the county, without which failure is certain. 
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^'ORTHAMPTON COUNTY.— Wm. N. Walker. 

I. EDUCATIONAL PROaRESS. 

Houses, — Whole number, 177 ; frame, 56 j brick, 57 ; stone, 64. Fourteen 
houses, costing about $33,400, were erected during the y«ar. The new 
brick house In Allen is a neat, substantial structure, thirty-five by twent}'- 
Btc feet, with ceiling eleven feet high, suitable furniture and apparatus, 
and cost about $1,700. The area of the lot is one half an acre. The one 
erected at Church Hill, in Bethlehem township, is a beautiful brick build- 
ing, thirty»one by twenty»fi.ve, ceiling ten, windows double — ^hung with pul« 
leys, good ventilator in ceiling and roof, and cost about $1,800. The in- 
habitants of the sul>district have put on this house a neat belfry and a 
good bell. This should be done wherever a school house is erected. The 
stone house erected near the Blue mountains, in Bushkill township, is a 
good house, well located, and has sufficient grounds. The ceiling, how- 
ever, is too low, and the furniture ill-adapted. Last winter it contained 
no black-board, but it is presumed that one will soon be furnished. This 
house cost about $900. The newly erected and well located brick house 
near Bath, in East Allen township, is a good structure, twenty-six by thir- 
ty-two, ceiling about eleven feet, vestibule with shelves, hooks for clothing, 
^c, good black-board, twenty •six by five. Cost about $1,500. The new 
frame house in Hanover is finely located in a corner of a beautiful natural 
grove. It cost about $1,100. The neat brick house near the bank of the 
romantic Lehigh, at Lockport, in Lehigh township, is a very good build- 
ing, with suitable furniture and plenty of good black-board. This house 
is protected from the bleak winds of winter by lofty hills, which add greatly 
^ the beauty of the surrounding scenery. It cost about $1,700. Moore 
^wnshlp erected two Iiouses ; one, frame, at Dieter's, and one, brick, at 
Dannersville. They are both well located and well meant buildings, but 
the one at Dannersville seems to have been " put up in a hurry," for the 
filing has already partly fallen off. These two houses cost about $1,500. 
The brick house erected in South Bethlehem is a large first class three stor^- 
^iftce, constructed, mainly, after the model found on page 130 of the Penn- 
sylvania School Architecture. It is located on a fine, commanding lot of 
ground, presented to the town by Charles Brodhead, Esq., on the condi- 
tions that a first class three story school house should be erected thereon, 
and that the grounds should be enclosed by a suitable fence and planted 
Mtli trees. These conditions, so far as circumstauces allowed, have already 
been fulfilled. The cost of the building, exclusive of grounds and furni- 
ture, is about $15,000. 
The one erected in South Easton is a good two story brick building. 
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twenty-eight feet front by forty feet deep, ceiling eleven feet, heavy slate 
roof, windows all double, hung in pulleys, and natural slate black-boards — 
enough in each room for a class of thirty pupils. Each room is well sui> 
plied with XJhlinger's patent school furniture. This house, including fur- 
niture, &c., cost abfr>ul $3,500. 

Two good frame houses were erected in Upper Mount Bethel ; one at 
Quaker Plain, and one at Delpsburg, al a cost of about $1,000 each. 

A neat, attractive frame house has been erected at Schoch's, in Upper 
Mount Bethel (Ind.) district, at a cost of about $900. The other house, in 
this district, at Belvidere Corner, has been so much repaired and remodelled 
that it subserves all the purposes of a new building. The stone house 
erected at KnobePs, in Williams township, i« a good commodious building, 
but rather poorly furnitured. There is not a poor school house in Williams 
township. The directors of Bethlehem borough have purchased a whole 
block of ground in a fine part of the town, whereon they intend to erect 
a building worthy of the intelligence and means of the people. 

Furniture. — Fifty-nine houses are supplied with suitable furniture, of 
which fourteen were supplied during the year. The directors and people 
of a goodly number of districts are awakening to the importance of good, 
clurable and comfortable school furniture. 

Apparatus. — Nineteen houses are well supplied with apparatus. Twent}'- 
one houses were supplied with better black-boards during the year. In 
Lower Nazareth the black-boards have been much inproved. 

Schools, — Whole number, 199; graded, 35; giaded during the year, 12; 
well classified, 77; number in which the text-books are uniform, 78; num* 
])er in which the Bible is read as a devotional exercise, 189. 

Length of Term and Teachers^ Halaries. — The average length of the 
school term has been increased, during the 3'ear, .19 of a month; during 
the last two years, .54 of a month. The average monthly salary of teach- 
ers has been increased during the year, $2 46^; during the last two years, 
$5 32. In twenty-one of the twenty-six districts, teachers' salaries were 
increased ; in four districts they remained the same, and in one district 
they were diminished. 

Qualifications of Teachers. — The standard of qualifications has been 
elevated, and many of our teachers are faithfully striving to reach this 
standard. The whole number of teachers who taught in the county last 
year was two hundred and four; one hundred and seventy-five males, and 
twenty-nine females. The average age of our teachers is twenty-seven 
years. The oldest teacher is fifty-four; the youngest, "sweet sixteen." 
No person, whatever his or her literary qualifications may be, should teach 
])efore the age of twenty. Forty-one of our teachers commenced during 
the year, without any experience ; ninety-four have taught less than one 
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year, and eighiy^five have taught more than five years. Among the latter 
are found all of our best teachers, and a few of our poorest. Experience, 
^hen accompanied by requisite literary acquirements and natural tact for 
imparting knowledge, is highly desirable. Thirty-four have attended a 
Normal school one or more sessions, and one hundred and forty-nine report 
that they have read books on teaching. The number who have studied 
works on teaching is much less. Twenty-five hold professional certificates, 
of which number two have been renewed. Fourteen professional certifi- 
cates were granted during the year ; one hundred and seventy-nine hold pro- 
visional certificates, the average grade of which is about 1.9. 

County InMitute* — Of our County institute it is unnecessary to report. 
Its fame has gone abroad. It was, by far, the best institute ever held in 
this county, and it is believed to have been one of the best ever held in the 
State. Two hundred and nineteen of the two huudred and forty-two teach- 
ers, (including Easton,) actually teaching in the county, were in attend- 
ance. Three of the twenty-three absentees, viz : W. A. Miller, of Lower 
Mount Bethel, William Ruth, of Moore, and Samuel O. Labar, of Upper 
Mount Bethel, gave, before the institute met, just and sufficient reasons for 
their non-attendance. Of those who failed to give just and sufficient rea- 
sons for their abseuce, one taught in Bethlehem township; five in Bushkill; 
one in Hanover; nine in Lower Mount Bethel; one in Lower Nazareth; 
one in Plainfield, and two in Upper Mount Bethel. Part of these twenty- 
one delinquents were allowed the time to attend the institute. Ninety-six 
actual teachers were present at every roll-call. One hundred and sixty- 
nine were present four or more days. Only twenty-three were present 
leas than three days. The banner districts, i, e., those from which every 
teacher was present all the time, were Allen, Bethlehem borough, Chap- 
man, aid the independent district of Upper Mount Bethel. Bath, Centre- 
ville. Bast Allen, Easton, Freemansburg, Moore, Palmer, South Bethlehem, 
South Easton and Upper Nazareth, came very near being banner districts. 
How many banner districts shall we have at Easton next December ? 

Twenty-seven directors were present: From Bethlehem borough, two; 
Bethlehem township, three ; East Allen, three; Easton, three; Freemans- 
l)urg, three; Lower Saucon, six; Lower Nazareth, one; Lehigh, one; Pal- 
mer, two ; Plainfield, one ; South Bethlehem, one, and Williams, one. The 
limits of this report will not allow even a brief summary of the proceed- 
ings. Our next County institute will meet at Easton, during Christmas week. 
There should not be one absentee in the county. If space permitted, it 
would be easy to show that our last institute accomplished much good. 

District Institutes. — One hundred and two district institute meetings 
were held: Sixteen in Allen; twenty in Bethlehem borough; twelve in 
East Allen; ten in Forks; ten in Moore; five in Palmer; eleven in South 
13 School Bkp« 
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Bethlehem, and eighteen in South Easton. East Allen and Moore have 
done well in re-establishing the district institute. These meetings were 
regularly attended by sixty-one teachers. These institutes should be sus^ 
tained all over the county. The teachers in the smaller districts sbonM 
unite with those in the larger ones. 

II. OFFICIAL WORK DONE. 

Examinations. — Twenty-seven public and fifteen private examinations 
were held, in which two hundred and one males and forty-one females were 
examined. Seventy-nine of these applicants had never taught, and twenty- 
two, including several whose teaching during the previous year had proved 
a total failure, were rejected. Eighty-five of the one hundred and fifly-six 
directors were present at the public examinations, and six at the private 
ones. In four districts all the directors attended ; in one none attended. 
The method of examining applicants was about the same as that described 
in my last report. 

Visitations. — Two hundred and sixty-two school visits were made. Each 
of the one hundred and ninety-nine schools, excepting four, was visited at 
least once. Although it was not yet four o'clock when a certain school was 
reached, yet teacher and pupils were gone home ; the work for the day had been 
done. This teacher was one of those who teach (?) on time^ and "who see 
no use in attending district or county institutes.'^ Two were closed when 
the schools of the district to which they respectfully belong, were visited, 
and one, (Shively's, in Williams,) owing to sickness and extremely bad 
roads, was not reached at all. 

Twenty directors were met in the schools. This unusually small number 
Was caused by the plan of visiting the schools without giving directors an<3 
teachers previous notice. This plan has been extensively adopted, and i * 
preferred by many throughout the State. I n order that the true condition 
a school may be ascertained, previous notice, to directors only, should 
given. The following quotations are specimens of apologies, made by man 
teachers who do not seem to know that a school should always he ready 
receive visits : " I didn^t know you were about ;'' " Had I known y 
would be here to-day, I should have had things fixed up," &c,, &c. To 
many teachers neglect to teach good manners. The pupils of a certai 
school yelled " come in I" " walk m !'' accompanied by the most rude an^ 
boisterous laughter, when the door was rapped. Teacher says, " I didn ' 
know it was you," " I didn't hear you at first." No wonder. When a teaet^== 
er (?) sits enthroned behind his desk, with hands in pockets, and head res 
lug on breast, the important senses of sight and hearing are greatly impedei' 
The names of such teachers and schools will not be given in this report 
but if manifest improvement is not soon made, it may be thought " goo^^ 
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TxumnerB^ to be snore persomil next time. The hovee, in which the school 
to which reference has been made, is among the worst described in my last 
report. With snch a miserable old stone hut, rickety fhmiture, without 
apparatus of any land, no necessary out-buildings, and a poor tetidker^ very 
little neatness, order or refinement in the school can be expected. More 
information, valuable, though unpleasant, to the Superintendent, has been 
acquired by these ^^ surprise visits," than could have been gained by a tri- 
umphal march, heralded long before, and we implore pardon from directors 
and citizens for this deviation from an established practice. 

III. WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Directors. — Although we have, in a few instances, been discouraged by 
the seeming indifference and even positive hostility manifested towards 
our common schools, yet our directors, in general, are doing the best they 
can. That they have legal power to do more for the improvement of our 
schools than has been done, is true ; but, like all reformers, they must work 
cautiously and prudently, and bow in some measure to popular prejudice 
and error. Our schools must be improved gradually, if the improvement 
shall be permanent. 

Northampton county expended for common school purposes, during the 
last school year, $22,620 more than during the previous year. Much of 
the persecution heaped upon directors is uigust. 

Academies^ Seminaries and Colleges, — These institutions, in this county, 
are in a flourishing condition. £very intelligent person in the State, it is 
presumed, knows what wise and liberal endowments have been made to 
Lehigh University and Lafayette College- The names of Packer, Pardee, 
Adamson, Beaver, and others who may yet contribute of their wealth to 
these noble Halls of Learning, will live in the grateful memories of every 
firiend of human culture. 

Normal SchooL — We hope that public-spirited citizens may be found to 
supply the chief common school want of this section of the State — a State 
N'ormal school for the Fourth district. The citizens of Klecknersville have 
subscribed $2,000 towards this praiseworthy enterprise. William Chap- 
mau, £sq., has offered, in fee simple, a fine lot of ten acres for the same 
purpose. Li order to establish a first-class Normal school, free from all 
encumbrance, we need about $50,000. Who will step forward and supply 
the means for establishing such a school, for the proper training of teach- 
ers ? Whatever is done for the common school, is done for the academy 
und the college. 

The Press and the Pulpit. — Our editors publish, generally gratis, all 
items of educational interest which come to their knowledge. Many of 
our clergy manifest a lively interest in the cause of common schools. They 
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axe found among our directors. Among those w1k> have manlf^ted a deep* 
interest in our scbool^^ by visiting the 8cho<rf» in their respective neighbor- 
koody and attending the examinations and institutes, I tabe pleasure in 
mentioning the names of Revs. D. F. Brendle, J. B. Rath^ A. T. Cteiseen- 
hainer, E» N. Potter, I. K. Loos, and J. AfEnroe, of Bethlehem ; D. Kuntz^ 
R. Lisberger, A. Fuchs, and C. J. Becker, of the north-western part of the 
county ; E. W. Reinecke, of I^ azaretk ; S. Hess, of Hellertown ; J. J • Cress- 
man, of South Easton, and R. B. Foresman, B. F. Api^, D. Weisz^ J. I* 
Burrell, and J. Knerr, of the Mt. Bethels. We hope our gosp^ minister^ 
will continue to visit our schools, examinations and institutes, thus en* 
eouraging our teachers and children by their presence and counsel. Every 
teacker in the county, sp far as I could learn, is a member of some branch 
of the Christian church. No person of immoral character should be em- 
ployed to instruct our youth. 

IT, OBSTACLES TO IMPROVEMENT. 

Poor Houses. — Under this head I shall not re-enumerate the obstacles 
mentioned in my last report, though they still exist to a great extent. It 
has already been stated that fifty-five of the one hundred and seventy-seven 
houses are unfit for use. This is no exaggeration. Every Intelligent per- 
son would pronounce these fifty-five houses unfit for school purpose. Only 
five of our school grounds are suitably improved. Each sub-district could 
easily raise a few dollars with which to give the grounds a substantial endo* 
sure, put up proper out-boildings where they are needed, and they are needed 
wherever they do not already exist, put up a belfry and bell, furnish win- 
dow blinds and curtains, scrapers and mats, &c., &c. These little things 
should not be neglected. If properly atten ded to, a more competent teacher,, 
at the same salary, could be employed, better instruction could and would 
be given, better attendance secured, and a better public sentiment, in re* 
spect to our schools, reached. 

Irregular Attendance. — This is a great hindrance to success in teaching. 
From the rather unreliable information obtained from the annual district 
reports, it appears that the average percentage of attendance in the county 
has increased from fifty-six per cent, to sixty-five per cent., making a gain 
of nine per cent, in one year. The kind of house, grounds, furniture, appa- 
ratus and teacher, determine, in a great measure, the percentage of attend- 
ance. After making due allowance for sickness and bad roads, the attend- 
ance is still much more irregular than it should be. In many districts the 
attendance of the larger pupils at vendues, held during February and 
March, has told heavily against regular school attendance. This is wrong. 
Parents and teachers should unite in suppressing this evil. Young persons 
should be allowed proper amusement, but such amusement should not be per- 
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mitted to trespass on school time. Holidays, vacations and Satardays, in 
districts with but five or six months' school^ afford more than time enough for 
all proper amusen^nt. In a number of districts the average of attendance 
has largely increased ; in one district from forty-three per cent, to seventy- 
seven per cent. In others it has decreased ; in one district from sixty-six 
per cent, to fifty-three per cent. What does forty-three per cent, of attend- 
ance mean ? It means that out of one hundred days of school, fifty-seven 
days, or more than one-half of the time, is lost by irregular attendance — 
that more than one-half of all the money expended for school purposes is 
lost by irregular attendance. This evil calls loudly for remedy. We have 
no statute of compulsory attendance, but I believe that when parents send 
their children to school, directors have a right to insist that there shall 
be no unnecessary absenteeism ? 

Incompetent Teachers. — The whole amount of teachers' wages In the 
county, for the last school year, was $4,100 more than for the year imme- 
diately previous, an average increase of about ten per cent. This is en- 
couraging ; still the average salary is much too low for persons who really 
are teachers; for those who are mere ^school-keepers," it is much too high. 
Low salary is the chief cause of the scarcity of well qualified teachers. In 
nearly every district there are persons better qualified to teach than some 
who are employed in this important work ; but they find more lucrative em- 
ployment in other pursuits; hence, cheap teachers only are left, and they 
can but illustrate the adage, "poor pay, poor work.'' The chief remedy is 
as stated in my last report, " The payment of more remuneratory wages, 
which shall induce into the profession a higher order of educational talent." 

V. MKASUBES CALCULATED TO PROMOTB IMPEOVEMBNT. 

1. Pay directors a reasonable compensation for their work, or pay a dis- 
trict superintendent to do the work. 

2. Semi-monthly district institutes, under the sole charge of a competent 
instructor. 

3. Blanks for educational statistics, to be filled up by each teacher at tli^; 
close of the school term, and forwarded to the County Superintendent, i(» 
be copied in a blank book provided for the purpose. 

4. A larger appropriation to all Normal schools, so that the expenses o f 
students, for teaching, at such schools may be lessened. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to return my most heartfelt thanks to directors, 
parents, teachers^ pupils, and the public generally, for the many acts of 
benevolence and hospitality of which I have been the unworthy recipient. 

Let me ask every friend of the rising generation, of virtue, and of the 
future weal of America, to lend a helping hand to the patriotic, Heaven- 
approved work of ameliorating our common schools. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY.— CT. W. Haupt. 

IBUOATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

Educational progress in the count j ib gratifying, although not entirerjr 
satisfactory. It is chiefly indicated by the number and improved character 
of new school houses erected during the year, and the increased attentionr 
given to supplying proper furniture and educational apparatus. lit other 
respects improvement and progress hav& not been such aa we had a right t^ 
hope for. 

The whole number of school houses in the county is one hundred and 
forty-nine, in which one hundred and seventy-one schools were taught 
during the year. New school houses erected eighteen, as followB^: Lower 
Augusta, one, a good and suitable frame buiMing^; Upper Augusta^ one 
substantial brick building; Lower Mahanoy^ six suitable ^me bouses; 
Mount Carmel township, one convenient frame building; Shamokm town- 
ship, two well planned and well buHt brick houses ; Goal townsfaq;)^ four 
good frame houses ; Upper Mahanoy, two substantial frame houses ; Sun- 
bury borough, one two-story brick building, which, when entirely com- 
pleted', will have cost about four thousand dollars. 

In Northumberland borough the directors have made arrangements for 
the erection of a brick building suflSciently large to hold four schools, which, 
when completed, will be creditable to themselves and an ornament to the 
town.. In Shamokin borough the directors have extensively repaired,, 
modelled, re-furnished and improved. In this borough a gratif3'^ing interest 
is manifested, and intelligent attention is given to supplying educational 
facilities. 

It is justice to the directors to say that in all cases where new buildings- 
have been constructed, or old ones modified, careful attention has been 
given to providing improved modem furniture, and the mequired educa- 
tional apparatus. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT^ 

This work may be briefly suBunarized thus : All the schools weve visited 
at least once, except three, which were closed at the time of visitation. 
Some schools were visited twice. The whole number of schools visited 
during the year was one hundred and sixty-eight. The average time spent 
in each was one hour and twenty minutes. Thirty-five directors accompa- 
nied these visitations. One hundred and one days were devoted to ofiiciai 
duties, and one hundred aobd twenty-four official letters* written during, the 
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The public examinations were fifteen in all. No private examinations. 
Male teachers examined, total number, one hundred and twenty-two. Fe- 
male teachers examined, total number, thirty-seven. Examined who never 
taught, thirty-nine. Rejected, males, one; females, none. Provisional cer- 
tificates issued, one hundred and fifty-nine. Institutes attended, one. 

The County institute convened in the new court house, in Sunbury, on 
the 20th of January, and continued in session the entire week. Most of 
the teachers in the county attended, there being present one hundred and . 
twenty-eight. Hon. C. R. Coburn, Deputy State Superintendent, Profes- 
sors Sandys, of New York, Jack, of Westmoreland county, Allen, of Tioga 
county, and Miles, of Lycoming county, visited us and remained during the 
session, participating in the exercises, and lecturing. We were also favored 
with the assistance of Professor Elias Schneider, principal of the Sunbury 
Classical institute, who delivered an exceedingly instructive and interesting 
lecture. The Rev. S. W. Reichard, ]>astor of the Presbyterian church of 
this place, also delivered an eloquent and well considered address. The 
exercises were spirited, profitable and attractive, and were enjoyed by a large 
number of the most cultivated and intelligent of our citizens. The large 
court room was filled with visitors each day and evening. This institute 
K^aa, indeed, a great success. Professor Sanders pronounced it one of the 
most successful and interesting he had ever, in his large experience, at- 
tended. I am confident that it was productive of much good. 

The labors of the County Superintendent have not been entirely satis- 
factory to himself; his precarious health compelling him to leave undone 
cauch which he desir^ to do, and to postpone, or abandon, many desirable 
i m provemen ts. 

THE EDUCATIONAL WORKT DONE BY OTHER AOENCIES. 

This work, exclusive of the direct efforts of teachers, the erection and 
Cumishing of new buiidings, and the increased interest manifested by a few 
cUrectors, has been exceedingly limited ; albeit the labors of teachers and 
<iireetors have not, in all cases, been commensurate with the immeasurable 
and inestimable importance of their high, honorable and responsible ofilces. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPaOVEHENT. 

These are numerous. It will be sufficient merely to name some of them ; 
to elaborate is useless when the suggestion carries conviction with it. 

1st. A too general apathy upon the subject of proper education on the 
part of people and parents. This apathy of the people is the prominent 
evil from which most other evils arise. Nor will our schools be what they 
should be till they are blessed with the watchful care of the intelligent, and 
the supervision of parents. They have absolute control over the whole 
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subject of education, and if they were fully awake to its importance and 
true nature ; if they could be brought to understand that it comprehends 
the development of every faculty of mind and heart, and the formation of 
manners, we should soon witness results which we now vainly strive to re- 
alize. If the inestimable importance of right training was fUlly appre- 
ciated, the obstacles in the way of education would disappear, and our public 
schools would become the appropriate and efficient agent of modern and 
democratic civilization. 

2d. A scarcity of competent teachers, especially educated for their pro- 
fession, and devoted to it. This leads me to mention one great necessity, 
additional Normal schools, or institutions in which teachers can be pro- 
perly and thoroughly trained. There should be one in this county ; there 
is certainly no superior, and hardly a second equally advantageous locality 
in the State. In fact, it would be only necessary to inaugurate it, for suita- 
ble buildings of ample dimensions, solidity of finish and adaptation in 
architecture, are already existing, standing idle, on the healthy banks of 
the beautifVil Susquehanna. 

dd. Teachers are inadequately compensated. 

4th. Teachers are too frequently changed. . 

We can never procure a supply of good teachers till we exclude bad ones. 
Incompetent teachers will never be excluded until teachers are educated 
and trained for their high and dignified calling, examined and <5ommi8- 
sioned With the same care and conscientious watchfulness as is employecl 
in qualifying and setting apart laborers for the Christian ministry. The 
mission of the school-master is as important, to say the least, as that of the* 
preacher. 

5th. Want of maps, globes, charts, and other educational apparatus, iik 
many schools. 

tth. Want of district school libraries, fbr the use of pupils. 

tth. Attention is not given, in all cases, to the election of competent,, 
educated and devoted directors. Too frequently directors are indifferent, 
or lack an intelligent comprehension of their duties, and the inestimable 
importance of their position. 

8th. loL'perfect instruction, and herewith, 

9th. Imperfect discipline ! I refer to that intelligent discipline which 
has reference to the training of all the higher powers, moral, mental and 
physical, and the formation of proper habits, manners and associations. 
This imperfect discipline necessarily results from the imperfect prepara* 
tion of teachers ; fi*om the lack of men and women, in the teachers' office, 
who are experienced and capable, whose whole time and energies are'given 
to the one great object, and who practically recognize the importance of 
example as the illustrator and enforcer of precept. 
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MEASURES OALGULATED TO -PROMOTE USEFULNESS. 

Such measures suggest themselves so continually that they could not be 
considered within the proper limits of this report. A few may be referred 
to, perhaps with advantage: 1. Our school houses and schools should be 
made attractive as well as convenient and comfortable. They should be 
places of agreeable resort, and so conducted as to promote neatness and 
good order. In them should always be cultivated good manners and re- 
fined feelings, and habits of purity and truth. The religious and moral 
sentiments should be cultivated as well as the intellect. 2. They should 
lay the foundation of good intellectual habits, not so much by rote learn- 
ing as b}' teaching the pupil to think, thus enabling him to make his own 
mind his most patient and efficient teacher, and awakening in him a spirit 
of liberal 8elf-<3ulture. 3. The schools should be open during more months 
in the year, and extend their benefits to all the children in their vicinity. 

It is certain that not all of these conditions are fulfilled in many of our 
schools. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROORESS. 



Houses. — Three new houses were built during the year ; two in Watts, 
*tid one in Tyrone townships. The two in Watts are firame buildings, 35 
bjr 27, with small vestibules at the entrance. These houses were well de- 
igned for light, and ventilation, the ceilings being twelve feet in height 
^i:'om the fioor, and are situated on beautiful sites, commanding a large 
^^[tent of natural scenery. One- half an acre of ground was purchased for 
Qach of these houses, which, when fenced and ornamented with shade trees, 
^ill place Watts first in the county for houses and grounds. The new 
house erected in Tyrone township is a fine brick building, 28 by 27, with 
^ belfry and bell in it. The contractors of this building seem to have un- 
clerstood that if it did not answer the specifications it would not be received 
by the directors. This house is located in a grove, one-half acre of which 
^as purchased by the school directors. The evil that too often attends the 
erection of new houses, is the brief period of time in which contractors are 
Required to furnish the materials, erect and finish the buildings. Direc- 
tors not deciding to build until July or August, the house must be finished 
X'eady for school till the 1st of October, which oftener proves to be the 1st 
of December, and even then it is damp, having Just been plastered, and the 
leather being cold the walls are moist all winter, only becoming dry the 
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next summer, when great cracks are left in the walls and ceiling, to warn 
others not to build too hastily. 

The directors of Penn township built an addition to one of the houses 
in that district, which, besides being of great service in promoting the 
cleanliness and order of the school room, is an ornament to the building. 
The directors of Buffalo township erected new out-houses at each school 
house in that district. Other school boards have passed resolutions to 
have out-buildings built, but no further action being taken in the matter, 
their good intentions are of no effect. There are yet ninety-six school 
houses in the county without any outbuildings. I forbear plainer mention 
of this matter, hoping that for modesty and virtue's sake a sense of duty 
will prompt directors to act in this matter. 

Apparatus. — Few new articles of apparatus were purchased by the direc- 
tors, in time for use in the schools, during the last sessions. The Dun- 
cannon school board purchased a very fine globe. The teachers need more 
apparatus. Some teachers, when asked what time of day, answered, " I 
have time yet, I'm going to town on Saturday to buy a watch." This 
does not speak very favorably of teachers. Instead of calling out " come 
and recite," or " come and say your lesson," it is recommended that a small 
bell be used for calling and dismissing classes. Since the schools have 
closed, Pierce's magnetic globes have been introduced into the schools of 
Liverpool, Greenwood, Buffalo, Watts and Howe townships. These schools 
have been furnished with globes seven inches in diameter. Millerstown, 
Liverpool and New Buffalo boroughs have supplied their schools with 
globes twelve inches in diameter. The magic influence of a clock in a 
school room has been noted many times during the sessions that have just 
closed, and it is believed that a school clock should form part of every 
teacher's own apparatus. 

Grading. — We have ungraded one school during the year. This was 
caused by the directors of New Buffalo borough deciding to have all their 
pupils taught by one teacher. 

The following districts should have graded schools: Marysville, two^ 
one above and one below the railroad; Upper Cove, in Penn township <9 
one ; Centre district, in Wheattield township, one ; Milford and Markel-^ 
ville, in Juniata, each one ; Oakgrove Furnace district, in Spring township^-s 
one ; Clark's and Andersonburg districts, in Madison township, each one^-s 
and Sandy Hill, in East Madison, one. The schools in Blain, Jacksoi:^ 
township, could be graded without any change in the houses at present. 

Uniformity in Text-Books. — There are one hundred and sixteen schools^ 
in the county in which the text-books are uniform, and the same number^ 
well classified. Nine districts have not adopted the uniform series selected^ 
for the countyi owing to the dissatisfaction among the patrons at the f^^^' 
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qnent changes of books ; but it is hoped a series of books will be selected 
and adopted for the next term. 

Grounds. — There are but three houses which haye fenced and suitably 
improYed school yards, and these are unfurnished with apparatus, save 
such as is supplied by the pupils for themselves. Forty-two have sufficient 
grounds unfenced. The remaining houses are located in fence comers, on 
angular shaped pieces of land laid out by the meeting and crossing of pub- 
lic roads, in hollows, and other out of the way places, without regard to 
beauty or healthfulness of location. These are being removed and new 
houses in their stead, on suitable sites,^ erected as fast as the directors can 
decide to build. 

WORK DONE BY COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — One private and twenty-six public examinations trere 
held, at which one professional and one hundred and ninety-seven provi- 
sional certificates were issued. Eight applicants were rejected. One pro- 
visional certificate was annulled upon the charge being proven that the 
holder was addicted to intemperance and profanity. Two others were an- 
nulled for like causes without investigation. The oral and written methods 
were both used at the examinations of the past year. The examinations 
on history of the United States and theory of teaching were conducted by 
aasigning topics, this being found very much less objectionable than asking 
direct questions and having the candidates answer them, for the reason ttiat 
the question too frequently suggests the answer. The words ^^ read " and 
"studied" were written before the numbers given for theory of teaching. 
Twenty-two of those who taught last winter have studied^ while one hundred 
•ad four have read works on theory of teaching. The latter class have a very 
imperfect knowledge of the science of teaching. Seventy-one of those to 
whom certificates were granted had never read any work on this subject, 
and were marked zero for their professional knowledge. The duty of ex- 
amining officers seems now to be, to reject those who have not made this 
essential preparation. 

At each place where the regular public examinations were held there 
Were patrons and friends of education present to witness the examination. 
An increased interest was plainly manifest all over the county. 

Visitations. — One visit was made to each school in the county^ and to 
the schools of Marysville, Millerstown, Greenwood, Tuscarora, Juniata, 
Centre, Bloomfield and Liverpool borough and township, second and third 
visits were made, at which times the comparative progress of each school 
Was carefully noted. The copy books were examined and the names of the 
two best writers were taken, and the report of the spelling exercises heard 
trom the teacher, and the result announced to the school ; also the names of 
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the best spellerB recorded in a little book kept for the purpose. These 
items fbrmed data for reports which were published in a concise form in 
the local columns of the county papers. • 

The average time spent in each school was less than one and one-half 
hours ; but it will be seen thaf the number of visits made during the term 
accounts for the short stays. By working an average of seven hours each 
day, and seldom stopping for dinner, I did the greatest amount of work 
possible in an average school term of less than four and one-half months. 

The last fifteen minutes, frequently one-half hour, of each stay, was spent 
in talking to the pupils and teacher ; imperfections, errors, &c., were point- 
ed out, in such a way as never to give offence ; but the progress and im- 
provement was always dwelt upon with the most careful interest. Emula- 
tion was used to a very great extent, and with good effect. The progress 
and success of pupils in neighboring townships, and in the same, whenever 
it could be, was spoken of in such a way as never failed to have the desired 
effect. 

The policy of visiting one-half of the schools in a county two or three 
times each, without seeing the inside of the other school rooms, is better 
suited to the convenience of the Superintendent, than the good of the sohools. 
A short visit of one hour to each school is better than a visit three hours 
in length to one-third of the schools in the county. 

Epistolary, — It was recommended that each school board vote its mem- 
bers a copy a-piece of the Pennsylvania School Journal, and thus save 
the expense and time of writing letters for just such information as it con- 
tains. The stationery, postage and time required for answering such inqui- 
ries can be employed to a better advantage, besides no provision is made 
for the two former, and directors seldom think of enclosing stamps to pay 
return postage. 

Educational Meetings. — A number of educational meetings were held in 
the evenings, in different sections of the county. These were attended by 
directors and citizens, who seemed to be generally well pleased. These 
meetings afford an opportunity for citizens, directors and County Superin^ 
tendent to harmonize differencesof opinion, exchange views upon educationaJ' 
topics generally, and help to bring teachers and parents to feel a commoim 
interest in the educational welfare of their children. 

County Institutes. — A County institute was convened at New Bloomfield^ 
December 23, which continued its sessions until Friday evening. Pro-^ 
grammes were distributed to teachers and directors. The growing interests 
in these meetings is manifest in the largely increased number of teachers^ 
who attended. ' A Ispeliing contest of four hundred words for prizes, was- 
engaged in by about one hundred teachers, pupils and others. These esx^ 
erdses always elicit intense interest. Hon. B. F. Junkin presented ihe^ 
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first prbse, valued at twenty dollars, which was awarded to Mr. H. C. Ma* 
gee. Seven other prizes, consisting of pictures, books, &c., were contri- 
buted by John H. Sheibley, Esq., Prof. James A. Stephens, Dr. M. B. Strick- 
ler, Kepart, Crider & Co. These were worth twenty dollars; making the 
total value of the prizes furnished by the above named persons, forty 
dollars. 

The following persons lectured and drilled upon the subjects following 
their names^and gave evening lectures. Prof. Shoemaker giving an elocu- 
tionary entertainment on Wednesday evening ; Prof. Chas. H. Harding, 
etymology, music and arithmetic ; Profl J. W. Shoemaker, elocution and 
reading; Prof. J. Y. Montgomery, common and map drawing, and object 
teaching; Prof. A. N. Raub, orthography and English grammar; Dr. W. 
R. Cisna lectured on physiology and hygiene ; Joseph E. Jackson, Esq., 
lectured on history of the United States ; M. M. Rutt, Esq., lectured on 
physical geography and theory of teaching; Rev. T. R. Yickroy, of Ann- 
ville college, was present on Tuesday, and discussed the subject of English 
grammar ; Profs. James A. Stephens and L. B. Kerr gave discussions on 
arithmetic and grammar ; Hon. B. F. Junkin gave a discussion on '^ The 
Ocean." Essays were read by Mr. John L. M'Eeehan, Misses Beckie E. 
Wilson, Mina J. Kerr and Nannie J. Alexander. With the exception of 
a criticism on the spelling exercise, but one sentiment was expressed with 
regard to the institute. The Bloomfield String Band and Quartette Club 
have our thanks for gratuitous services. 

WORK DONE BT OTHER AGENCIES. 

The Press. — The local columns of the county papers solicit educational 
items. 

Although more willing at times to criticise than commend, we are happy 
to acknowledge the spirit of charity that has been shown the cause of pop- 
iilar education during the past year. 

A synopsis of my last annual report was published in the Ferry County 
^emocraL 

District Superintendents. — In many districts the non-paying office of 
'"Hihool director is not, as it should be, filled with the best and most intelli- 
gent men ; but on the contrary the most illiberal accept the office, in order 
U> keep down '^ high school taxes.^' 

The only district in which the secretary acted as district superintendent, 
^nd so reported, was in Tyrone township. Mr. George Hoobaugh paid 
Uionthly visits to the schools of his district, and carefully noted his obser- 
vations in a book which he kept for the purpose. 

District Institutes. — There were but three regularly organized district 
Uistitates in the county, which were sustained by the teachers of Millers- 
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town and jlreenwood, Dimcannon and Penn, and Wheatfield distriets. 
These meetings have fallen into disfavor with directors and teachers, and 
it is evident, without some new impetus, they will not be longer snstained 
in Perry. 

Academies, — Bloomfield, in charge of Prof. Jas. A. Stephens, and Mt. 
Dempsey, in charge of Prof. Lewis B. Kerr, send forth annually a nnmbet 
of teachers to do service in the schools. 

A Normal school, under the direct control the County Superinter^^ 
ent, was kept open during five months last year, and re-opened on the ^tla 
of April, 1868. Nearly all of those who taught in the county, and attenc^^ed 
last summer, returned, and with them came many more to receive in8t]r'^«c» 
tion in the theory of teaching. We have no State Normal school neiu^'jer 
than Millersville, to which some of our teachers go, but few return to tis 
again. 

Ministers — One minister paid regular weekly visits to the schools of ^^he 
town in which he resides. Another visited with me one school. 0th— era 
than these ministers^ visits are angel-like, few and far, far between. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAT OF IMPROVEMENT. 

1st. An average school term of less than five months. 
2d. Poorly qualified teachers. 
3d. Inefiftcient school directors. 
4th. Irregularity of attendance. 

> 

MEANS TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

1st. Uniform taxation for school purposes, according to the actual valu — ^^* 
tion of property all over the State. 

2d. An increase of State appropriation from this fund. 

3d. A law fixing the minimum length of school term at six months. 

4th. That the district annual report be made and forwarded by the be 
qualified teacher in the district, who shall be paid for this service when tl 
report and certificate have^ been received and approved by the Count 
Superintendent. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

There are fifty school houses in the county. There were no new tme 
built during last year, but three or four are in progress now, and will 
built next year. Some of the houses are unfit for use. The low ceiling, 
rough benches and large crevices make them unfit for summer or 
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schools. In winter they do not f^imish protection A-om the cold, and in 
aammer the heat and unsuitable seats do not make them very inviting. 
Parents at home spare no money nor time in making their children happy 
and comfortable, and why is it that many of these same persons send their 
children to a cheap teacher in a cheap house — one that will but shelter from 
the rain and snow, while there is not a seat in it that the parent could sit 
on one half hour with ease ? And yet these little ones are compelled to 
suffer on these instruments of torment for six hours eyery day. Should 
^e be surprised to find, after all this, that the percentage of attendance is 
low, or th:it children are tardy, mornings ? Employ good teachers and 
build good school houses, and supply them with good and easy fiimiture, 
if you wish to correct this evil. I am pleased to say that in this county 
^he people are making great progress in the right direction in this respect. 
The old buildings are being re-placed with new ones, built after the modern 
architecture, well devised for the health and comfort of the pupil. The 
number is growing less who oppose this progressive system. 

£I>lCATI0NAL WORK DONE BT THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Schools. — The schools generally are open during that portion of the year 
^hen they are the most largely attended. Hence, there is seldom' a district 
therein they are all open at the same time, consequently I have not been 
able to visit many schools which I would have visited — ^they not being in 
cession when I was in the district. I have done what I can to properly 
classify the pupils in the schools. I have succeeded partially, but owing 
to the poor classification of books in many schools my efforts have not been 
«8 successful as I had hoped. Some of the schools have adopted uniformity 
of books during the year, and some others expect to this coming year. I 
should be pleased to have the directors to take more action to secure uni« 
formity of books in school ; a little work on their part in this respect would 
do a great good to our schools. The system of every teacher choosing 
his own books is a very injurious one. It generally follows that when the 
teacher changes schools the books are changed ; hence, the importance of 
the directors to establish uniformity and keep them so. Uniformity &f 
books reduces the number of classes, and the less number of classes the 
more time the teacher can devote to each recitation, and the more time the 
teacher devotes to the recitation the better it is for the pupils in the recita- 
tion. 

Visiis. — Most of the schools I have visited once. Some I have not vis- 
ited, reasons for which I have stated above. In each of my visits I have 
tried to learn all I could of the ability of the teacher to discipline and gov- 
ern a school ; also, his mode and manner of conducting a recitation, and 
faculty of imparting knowledge, and I have found in most cases, where a 
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teacher has failed to do justice, it has been for a want of a knowledge of 
the principles of teaching. Teachers study the principles of teaching too 
little ; they should study the wants of their pupils more. The. school room 
should be made attractive, and the recitation should bring forth an interest 
from the pupils. I have tried in various ways to call the teacher's atten- 
tion to these deficiencies, and have succeeded very well. Many have gone 
to work trying to inform themselves in the theory by reading works on the 
subject, so that I have marked quite an improvement in this. respect. I 
usually, in visiting schools, after examining report book, call for certain 
recitation that had been recited a few hours previous, on the same day, and 
would continue in this manner two to three hours, then close by address- 
ing the scholars from fifteen to twenty minutes. In my address I would 
give such instruction as I believed the school needed. 

Examinations, — I have used the oral and written methods combined. I 
devote one-half day to examination, dwelling at some length on principles 
of teaching, classification, government, means of punishment, and manner 
of hearing recitation, &c. I have been forced to grant a great many pri- 
vate examinations, owing to the scarcity of teachers. Many of the districts 
were not able to secure enough teachers for all their schools at the same 
time; hence, they would not be present at the public examination in the 
district, but would make application at a time when there was no public 
examination ; therefore, I would grant private examinations to such. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Institutes. — One County institute was held at Milford. The attendance 
was very good. Evening lectures were delivered by J. B. Storm, D. A. 
Deans and W. W. Cady, the whole exercises proving a success, all evincing 
a satisfaction that they had been profited by it. I would here, in a special 
manner, acknowledge the kindness and hospitality of the people of Mil- 
ford, as shown to the members of the institute on that occasion. I extend 
my thanks to the teachers of Lackawaxen and Delaware, for their noble 
response and assistance at the institute. Also, would I tender thanks to 
Hon. G. H. Rowland and Judge Westfall, of Lackawaxen, for the valuable 
services rendered to make the institute a success. 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

Remarks, — Our schools are being improved. In some districts there is 
a decided improvement, while in others there is but little. All have made 
some improvement. In districts where little progress has been loade, I find 
but few visitors to school's. Many of the reports show that neither patrons 
nor directors visit the schools. This certainly should not be. But a little 
more interest on the part of the directors and patrons in such districts will 
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briBi^ the schools up to the stAndard of our best schoolm I hope this re-' 
quisite attention will be given, so that soon our county will be numbered 
with tho^ that are fbremost in the cause of education. 

r 

In conelasfon, t acknowledge the kindness and hospitality which I have 
received flrom all— directors, teachers, patrons and scholars*^— during the 
pasit year. 
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mUOATIONAL PB0QRBB8 IH THl OOUNTT. 

Ormded Schools* — The progress in the grading of schools is encouraging. 
Though none have been graded, yet the preliminary steps in that direction 
have been taken in two districts, Oswayo and Coudersport. The direc- 
tors of the former have secured a building lot, and have let the contract 
to build a hodse suitable for thk purpose. The design is to have the house 
completed next fall, to unite two sub-districts, and to open there this win- 
ter a graded school of two departments. 

'1 he school dic^ectors of Coudersport, very wisely, have been raising funds 

daring the last two years, to purchase a suitable site, and to erect thereon 

a graded school building^ To hasten this, the 'last Legislature, at the 

request of the people mostly interested, passed an act enablii]^ the school 

^>oard to raise twenty nulls yearly for building purposes, till sufficient funds 

^hail be obtained. The directors have levied that amount this year, and 

bave already appointed a committee of their own number to procure a lot, 

^nd they will begin the erection of the house as soon as circumstances will 

^"arrant. 

These n^easnres to establish graded schools, as might hav^ been expected, 
^eet with opposition, chiefly from two classes — those who do not know the 
Superiority of such schools, and those who have a stronger desire to hoard 
t^roperty than indination to aid m the education of the masses. But as 
these boards are composed of moral and progressive men, it is believed that 
this opposition will not materially embarrass, much less prevent such' 
Worthy undertakings. 

Houses^ Furniture^ d:a, — Five have been built, one in each of the follow- 
ing districts: Genesee, Roulette, Sweden, Sylvania and Wharton. The 
^ne In Oenesee ranks among the first «lass in this county. Its plan is some- 
what defective. The one in Sweden ranks likewise in the same class. Like 
Several others of its kind, it was built partly by the district funds, and 
partly by private subscription, given by enterprising citizens living in its 
Vicinity, feach of these houses, in regard to ntes and capacity, is a credit 
to their respective districts. The other three will probably answer the 
14 SoBOOil Rse. 
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- purposes for which thoy were built, but do not, perhaps, deseire forUier 
notice here. 

More attention than heretofore has been gived to the selection of good 
sites, larger play grounds and better furniture ; but no improvement has 
been made in respect to apparatus* This is owing chiefly to the want of 
sufficient funds, which can not be raised by lawful taxation. 

Teachers. — ^Their qualifications generally indicated improrement. A 
majority made special preparation for eicamination, and read more educa* 
tional periodicals and books on teaching. A few attended, for a term or 
two, the Normal school at Mansfield. Hence, we have adopted approved 
methods of teaching, practiced better modes of governing, and have suc- 
ceeded better. Some have co-operated with me in trying to increase the 
regularity of attendance, and their efforts have not been in vain. 

^he attendance for the year ending June, 1867, shows an increase of 
nearly five per cent, over the preceding year. Judging from the reports 
of secretaries, already received, I think the increase of this year over last 
will be two or three per cent., which would certainly have been much more 
bad it not been for the deep snows, and the excessive cold weather of last 
winter. This steady increase of attendance is encouraging, and indicates 
that parents are becoming more interested in the education of their children, 
(ind hence, are anxious to comply with the conditions necessary to efiect it. 
All this is one important step of educational progress* 

27ir^r/ar«.— These officers have certainly done their dnties as well, and 
probably better, this year than last. While they have not visited the 
schools any more, they have usually sustained the teachers in governing 
their schools, and have paid them well, in proportion to the means that 
they could command. A few boards have adopted the wise policy of pay* 
ing teachers according to their qualifications, which I hope will soon be 
done by all the others. Several directors requested and assisted teachers 
to attend the County institute. This, too, is progress. 

XnirOATTOIfAL WORK nONl! BT SUPERINTIBTDENT. 

My statistical reports contain the numerical summary of this work. But 
a plain statement of my own efforts and experiences^ in connection with my 
official labors, which cannot be expressed by dry figures, seems to be called 
for under this head« 

ExaminaUons.^^9,omQ more of the oral method was practiced this year. 
Having raised somewhat the standard of qualifications, and adopting the 
policy of granting certificates sufficient only to supply the schools with 
teachers, I examined one hundred and fifty-nine, and of those I rejected 
nineteen. From various reasons there was a scarcity of teachers* for both 
the winter and summer terms. To obviate this, several certificates were 



POTTER COUNTY 211 

gnnted, mostly at tOie request of directors, to teachers poorly qualified. 
This course is open to oljection. But under some circumstances a poor 
school is better than none. After people have paid very high school taxes 
for years, and have children growing up in ignorance, <tt is hard to deny 
them the privilege of some kind of a schooL A careful survciy of the con^ 
dition of things seemed to warrant the action taken by mo. 

Less private examinations were held, and still lees would have been, had 
it seemed proper to sul^ect worthy female teachers, of limited means, to 
unreasonable expense. More directors and citiaena witnessed the exami- 
nations this year. 

VtsitoHone. — Owing to ptotraoted sickness in mj family I was unable 
to visit all the schools last summer. Eighty-two, however, were visited 
once, and some twice. All the winter schools were visited once, and a few 
twice, except those not In session when I was near them. My second visits 
have not been reported to the Department. 

The practice of giving credit marks to the pupils who had been the mocft 
regular in attendance, and to those otherwise most worthy, according to 
the opinion of their teachers, was continued, and with good results. Proba- 
bly this caused, to quite an extent, the increased attendance already stated, 
it S0ems to be the nature of men and women generally to prefer to do well, 
and also, after doing well, to be anxious to receive credit for it. This dis- 
position, which is manifested in most children quite young, may properly be 
appealed to in order to induce them to be ambitious to excel others in well 
doing. 

My experiences in visiting schools were made up of the bitter and the 
sweet. With no railroad, and many of the common highways extending 
through forests, traveling is often tedious in this county. Last winter I 
visited schools several days when the mercury in the thermometer was be- 
low zero. During one of these days I froze my ears. After these got ' 
nearly well I was again unfortunate. This time I froze my nose. This 
cooled my zeal, and kept me at home a week. More than once, during this 
time, I almost wished that those people who are warmly opposed to County 
Superintendents might freeze their noses too. My feelings were often 
touched with sympathy for the children and female teachers, whom I found 
suffering with the cold in school houses not warm enough for barns. Who 
are responsible for these things I 

My most agreeable experiences consisted in traveling over good roads 
in fine weather, in finding quiet and studious schools taught by earnest 
and fhithful teachers, in learning that my own efforts were, to some extent, 
fruitful of good, in making the acquaintance of directors and patrons of 
the schools, in being kindly treated by all, and in witnessing gradual educa- 
tional progress. 
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InsHtMte and Drill. — Of all my labors none involved so gnsat anxiety^ 
and QO much difficulty^ a» the preplaratioii for, and the conducting of the 
County Teachers' institute, hdd* at Condersport, last September. I tried, 
by all available means, to induce all of onr leadiers to* attend. But not 
quite half of them were present at any one time dnring its session. I 
afterwards learned that several of them Ml onable to defiay the l^ht exr 
penses of attending. Why was this so ? 

The last of April I held a teachers' drill, of four days, at Raymond Gor^ 
ners. Owing to various obstacles, many of which coold easily have been 
overcome, only about twenty teachers attended. And although a ms^rity 
of this number rank among our best, I am satisfied tkAt even they were 
thereby profited. 

XDUCATIONilL WOKK DOHB XT OTHXB AaEXCIEflt 

It i& impossible to estimate accnnktely the amount of work done by onr 
teachers. It is safe and right to say that the majority have done well, and 
that some have done very well. 

The schools in the Ulysses and Coifidersport aoadenncfs, though not so- 
largely attended as heretofore, were good ones, and sent out several tettch- 
ers better qualified. A few select schools, taught by some of our best teach- 
ers, were successfhl. 

The County institute produced, in pan, the desired effect. It not only 
imparted valuable i*. struct ion, but it enkindled educational ze&l. It is folly 
to suppose that the lectures, discussions, the social intercourse, and spell- 
ing contest connected with it, were unproductive of good results. 

Onr editors, clergymen, and some of ovr lawyers have, in their respective 
spheres, co-operated with others in educational labor. 

OBSTACLIS IN THE WAT OF IMPBOVEMEITr. 

There are not a great many real obstacles in this county which stand m 
tbe way of the improvement of the schools. The chief one, and before 
which all others sink into insignificance, is the want of pecuniary means. 
In my report of last year I discussed, at length, the subject of unequal 
taxation for'sehool purposes. Closer observation, more knowledge, and care- 
ful reflection, have convinced me that the truth then was not more than half . 
told. It is useless to repeat here what was then expressed. It may be 
useless to tell now the rest of the tenth in respect to this. I will &ay, how- 
ever, that any common school systetai so unequal in its pecuniary opera- 
tions as ours has been for years, and is now, may well be questioned. And 
since thin radical def^ in our school law can be remedied, it is high time 
that tlii8 psrt of our common school system is denounced by every one 
who has heretofore submitted to the unjust and oppressiye taxation thereby 
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imp^aed. I« It any woBder that our wkole school sjatenif the good aa 
well aa the ted provlsioBs it ooatftina, ie oondenmed by mauy who have, 
for« l«ng time, felt the great iiynstioe of a part of it? Is it strange that 
snch people do sot feel ^ery Much interest in oar common schoola 2 Does 
it produce surprise, to learn that the educational progress, in the newer 
and poorer oounlaes of the State, has been so slow, when it is kno.wn that 
thie gveat otetade hae' been in the way all the time? It cannot be truth- 
fully alleged that the school officers, teachers and people in these counties 
have not done m treasonable amount of labor in behalf of edujoation, that 
they have not tried to make the beat of this burdensome taxation, and 
hawe not aaidall they could in oiHmnendation of the Pennsylvania common 

school system* The truth is, they have submitted lio this too long. 

Thanks are doe to all thoae Representativea who, in the last Legislature, 

secured such an inci^eased State appropriation for our common schools. 

3iany thanks are due to our own Repreaentativa, Mr. Mann, for his noble 

^and persistent efforts to accomplish this. 

lilSASimBa OALOULATBD TO PIOMOTB TMmOVBMEira. 

Under this bead U is necommeaded that the taxatiom for achooi purposes 
ehould be €<|aalised, aa far aa possible, by a uniform State tax. This, of 
<^urse, would necessitate^itfi amendment to the school law, a thing which 
ought to ifta^^ been done years ago. A largely increased State appropria- 
tion for /Common acboola would, to a great extent, fulfill the aame ends, and 
if this eoidd oaly be positively secured each year, it might well be sub- 
stituted in the place of the meaaure juat atated. 

One more meaaure is simply suggested. That the number of school di- 
rectors in eadh district be reduced to three. That they be sworn officers, 
and paid by the State a fair compensation for all reasonable servioes. 
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EDUCATIONAL PBOOBSaSL 

New School Houses. — It has be^ said that the achooi house is the iikVx 
to a nation's civilization. It can be equally aa truthAilly said, that it is 
an index (to the wealth, taetfce, and educational standing of the comninnity 
in which it is located. An old dilapidated building, ^sr a new one pMi ii|i 
in af>ox-]ike manner, without regard to oomibrt, convenience, or extermil 
appearance, is evidently a sure indication of the low ebb of the educational 
current in its vicinity. When we consider the great object it is intended 
to sabeerve, its external appearance and internal arrangement should re- 
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ceive our most earefVil consideration. The grounds should be large, ftiiced, 
and planted with shade trees; the house should be subetantitelly* built^ 
neatly painted inside and out, supj^ied with the most approved f umitarey 
and the walls lined with black-board, or slate surface about four feet wide. 
The coal house and pnvy should always aooompaBy it. These things have 
been so rigidly observed in the new houses built this year, that it is witll 
considerable pride we point to them a& an^dex to the educational progress 
of our county. 

Ashland. — In this borough, of about T,090 inhabltantB, a new school 
house has been built at an ^cpense'of $2^,000. The main building is sev- 
enty by forty feet, with a wing at each comer, containing reeitation rooms, 
seventeen by twenty, communicating with the main rooms. These rooms 
are furnished with UhHnger^s patent desks, and the walls with slate of the 
finest quality. The buiMing is two stories high, mounted with a belfiry and 
bdl. The first story is thirteen Ibet in the clear, and the second fourteen. 
The lot is one hundred and tw^ity-five by one hundred feet, and is enclosed 
with a wall, eo which is a neat fence. All the necessary ottt-house» have 
been supplied, and finished in every particular. 

Muiersville. — ^This borough, with about 6,000 inhabitants, has erected the 
most economically and conveniently arranged building in the county. It 
is three stories high, and contains six rooms. Main building, sixty-five by 
forty-one feet; stairway, fifty-seven and one-half by thirteen and enre^half 
feet; stories twelve feet in the clear; lot one hundred and twenty by one 
hundred and ninety feet; entire cost,. $25^131 43. Each room has its own 
stairway and clothes room, is furnished with Uhlinger's patent desks, and 
is supplied with black-board surface, about three feet wide around the entire 
room. The building is nkoonted with a belfry, bell and town clock; sup* 
plied with all the out-buildings^ and is finished complcifte inside and out. 
The lot is enclosed, and planted with shade trees. 

Mahanoy City, a borough with about 4,500 inhabitants, has built a new 
school house, fifty-five by fifty-two feet, two stories high, and containing 
four rooms. Lot one hundred by one hundred and twenty-five feet. En- 
tire cost, $t,646 82. This building is also well supplied in every particu- 
lar. The above buildings are brick. 

Stev^xa district has built a new house of stone, thdirty-two by thirty feet^ 
and fourteen feet in the clear, on a lot containing one acre. All the outr 
houses are supplied ; double desks, and sufficient blad^-board surface. The 
only fault is the want of ventilation, which the directors intend remedying; 
A new frame house was built in North Manheim, for a new school, on an 
acre of ground, at a cost of Ibur hundred and forty-nine dollars, twentjr-four 
by twenty-four, and eight feet in the clear Poorly ventilated and not 
painted inside or out. No out-houses. « 
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ApparcUus. — Our Bchools have been so well fdrnished with black-board 
surface, globes and maps, that but few remain without some of these. None 
have been supplied during this year. Directors of some of bu? boroughs, 
and many of our districts, ought to purchase for each room, where the 
primary branches are taught, a set of primary charts, containing the alpha- 
bet, elementary spelling and reading. This would be a small outlay that 
would be of great advantage to both teachers and pupils, and would be 
saved to parents in one term in the cost of primers. 

Teachers, — ^The directors in our boroughs, and some of our districts, are 
beginning to appreciate the half paid labors of their teachers. These in- 
creased salaries and ten months* school are doing more to elevate the pro- 
fession of teaching, and the character of our schools, than any other agency 
at work among us. They are bringing into our county some of the best 
teaching talent of the State, and encourage our own teachers to make more 
thorough preparation for the teacher's work. Intelligent directors are be- 
^nning to see that where inferior teachera find their way into the school 
K'oom.the fatal process of deterioration goes on unchecked. It is gratify- 
ing, therefore, to report this forward step taken by some of our boards to 
^"empve this constant pecuniary pressure fh)m the over-taxed energies of the 
lamest student and devoted teacher. It is to be hoped this may become 
^general, and mark the commencement of a better era in the teacher's labo- 
^Sous life. Among some of the boroughs, with ten months' school, in which 
'^bt compensation of the teacher is considered in its indispensable connect 
%ion with the just demands of a life of devoted labor for the interests of 
"^iheir children, are Potts ville, high school teacher, $120 per month — gram- 
^nar, No. 1, $93, No. 2, $85; Minersville, high, $100>~grammar, $80; Ash- 
l.and, high, $100 — grammar, $75; Tamaqua, high, $90 — grammar, $70; 
Schuylkill Haven, high, $80; Tremont, $80; Port Carbon, $80; Mahanoy 
dty, $75, and so on. In some of these schools the same teachers have been 
employed for over twelve successive years. 

WORK DOME BT SUPEKIMTEirDENT. 

Visilatione. — ^These have been conducted as heretofore reported. The 
first visit to schools where new teachers have been employed, and the second 
to all the schools, for the purpose of examining some of the classes. The 
length of my visit depended upon the condition of the school. Sometimes 
visit two a day, sometimes three, and often four. Start in time to reach 
the first when it opens, remain until! recess ; during recess drive to the 
next, detain the school often from ten to twenty minutes after the time for 
a4joumment ; during the balance of dinner hour driv^ tq the jjiird, r^njain 
until recess ; during recess drive to the fourth| and detain it often hali^an 
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hour after time for closing, thus spending at least one hour and a half in 
every school. 

County Institute. — We had the largest and most suceessAilly conducted 
County institute ever held, without exception, in the county^ The drills, 
reports and lectures bore directly and practically upon the duties of the 
school room, thus rendering it a universally acknowledged instrumentality 
for the professional training .of our inexperienced teachers. Our older 
teachers, whose long experience make them an exceDent corps of instnictors 
capable of unfolding and illustrating, in the class drills, tl^ best methods 
of teaching the several branches of study to pupils of different and varying 
capacities, as well as presenting clearly and systematically the principles 
which underlie such methods, turned out in Aill force, and lent a helping 
hand to make it .a success. The fruits of this jnstitute were visible in every 
school room where the teacher was a member. 

Summary of Work Done^ — Held a County institute, and assisted at one 
in Berks county. Held tbrty public examinations and forty-three private 
ones ; four more public and one hundred and twenty less private than last 
year. Males examined, two hundred and seventy-nine; females, one hun- 
dred and ninety-two. Provisional certificates issued, four hundred and 
twelve ; rejected, fifty-nine. Schools visited, five hundred and thirty-eight ; 
average time spent in each, one hour and thirty minutes. Directors accom- 
panying, sixty-seven. Days spent in official duty, two hundred and twenty- 
seven and one-half. Miles traveled, three thousand and eight. Official le^ 
ters written, tw'o hundred and twenty-six. Certificates i^nnulled, onei. 

WOBK DONS BT OTHKB ACMNOIBS. 

Our county papers still continue ttieir educational columns, and othei^ 
wise assist in scattering educational information. District institutes are 
increasing in number and usef\ilness. Three districts re-opened their in- 
stitutes. Teachers are exerting themselves more to make them popular 
among directors. It is in their hands to make them so or not. 
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SnUOATIONAL PBOQBXBa. ' 

We are happy to say that we have progressed, eduoatioBally, in Snyder 
county, the past year. The condition of our schools is steadily improving.. 
Although there is much room for improvement in many of the schools, 
they are, as a whole, better than at any previous time, for the reason that 
more professional teachers had been employed than formerly^ and a large 
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percentage of the teacbert, during the sammer, attended the higher inBti- 
tutions in the counter, thereby greatly improving their average of scholar- 
ship, and in theory of teaching. That our teachers have been awakened to 
the importance of reading educational worka can be eeen by reading the 
correspondence. of Hon. T, H. Burro wea, and the writer, in- the February 
number of the School Journal, where we are told that only seven teachers 
in the county are not subscribers to the Journal — ^Hhafc no other county in 
the State compares with this, and very few come at all near it." A large 
number have, and are now, reading Hon. J. P. Wickersham's works on 
teaching. 

The salary of teachers, in a number of diatricts, has been advanced from 
two to ten dollars per month. Average advance is twenty-four per cent, 
over last year. In aeveral districts teachers are paid according to qualifica- 
tions and professional skill. Beaver, Franklin, Centre, West Perry and 
Middlebur^ refused to hire teachers whose certificates averaged more than 
two and a half. While visiting the schools in some of these districts we 
were told that no teacher, whose certificate averages more than two, at the 
next examination, can secure a school at any figure* We trust other dis- 
tricts will follow the ei^ample. 

At an educational meeting held last winter at Adamsbnrg, (where the 
schools are ungraded,) a resolution, urging upon, the directors of Beaver 
the necessity of grading the schools in said place the next term, was passed 
without a dissenting voice. We hope the efficient school board, in con* 
Iteration of the fhture welfare of these achools, including alao the schoola 
(^ Beavertown, wiU cheerfully institute the necessary measures— ^thereby 
aecoring better and more speedy instruction of the pupils. 

School Eau8e$. — Three good frame houses were built in Chapman ; two 

•16 twenty-eight by thirty-four feet. The house at Port Txevorton, whereonr 

a cupola and bell should have been placed, is thirty-four by thirty«eight 

bet^ accommodating seventy-two pupils, each house with a twelve foot 

ceiling, an entry of six feet; graded desks. Teachers' desks have drawers, 

and a cupboard for globe, Ac A sufficiency of black-boarda-— platforms-^ 

ventilation good, and houses well painted. The school grounds at Port 

are inclosed with a substantial board fence. We commend the school board 

of this district for the plan they pursue inr first securing sufficient ground 

for school purposes before proceeding to build. Four more large new 

houses in the district have been contracted for, and are to be built this 

summer. When completed no other district in the county can boast of as 

good houses and ample school grounds, consisting of half an acre to each 

house. All the necessary out-houses have been erected in the district since 

date of laai report. 

Two frame houaes were built in Beaver, one twenty-four by twenty-eight 
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feet, painted ; no ventilation or ont-houBeB. The house at Miisser's Valley 
chnrch presents a fine appearance, size twenty-four* by thirty-eight l^t, 
painted; will accommodate sixty-five pupils. A poitico ten feet square is 
attached to the entrance, then an ante-room six feet wide, provided with 
hooks, shelves, &c., and last, though not least, the necessary appendage 
which should be put upon ev^ry new house now being built, a cupola and 
bell. In connection herewith will add, that only seventeen houses have 
bells. We find that pupils, where bells are used and rang quarter of an 
hour before time of commencing school, are more regular in attendance, 
and-consequently less tardy. The citizens at Renninger's school house, in 
Franklin, purchased a bell. The directors of this district fhrnished the 
house at Hassinger's church with new painted graded desks, black-board, Ac 
The desks are placed on square wooden stanchions, thus rendering all parts 
of the floor easy of access for sweeping, and avoiding much noise and con- 
fusion occasioned by pupils striking the desks with their feet when passing 
to and fh>m their seats. The school board have resolved to put in good 
repair one house each year. D6 not forget the out-houses. Let this re- 
mark sufidce for all the other districts derelict in this matter. We hope a 
word to the intelligent, progressive and gentlemanly directors on the sub- 
ject is sufficient. 

Walter's school house, in Centre, has been re-weatherboarded, and out- 
houses put up to each school building. A magnetic globe and orthographi- 
cal charts have been put in each school in this district. To Centre belongs 
the title, *^ banner district" of the county, relative to globes, maps, oharts, 
out-houses, &c. With feelings of gratitude do we record of the interest 
manifested by the citizens of Eautz, in Fenn district, in purchasing an ex- 
cellent bell, and for so handsomely papering the walls of the house there 
located. The board of Washington district have contracted for the erec- 
tion of a two-story house, size forty-nine by twenty-nine feet, in Freebnrg. 
Number of houses ninety-six; of these, sixty-seven have no out-houses; 
fourteen have grounds suitably improved; well ventilated, twenty ^foor; six 
were supplied with suitable furniture this year. The schools of Pens, 
Centre, and the graded school in Freeburg academy, are well supplied with 
apparatus — ^total, sixteen. West Beaver, Franklin, Jackson, Middle Creek, 
Selinsgrove, and parts of Perry and Washington, are wholly without ap- 
paratus. How many directors now in office in these districts will, at the 
expiration of their term, go out of office with the consciousness of having 
done their duty in this respect, leaving the schools as void of apparatus as 
they found them ? By ordering direct ftrom the publishing houses, direc- 
tors can save for the district at least fifty per cent. Centre, Chapman, 
Middleburg, Penn and West Perry purchased globes this year. Foity- 
eight schools have out^line maps. Too much cannot be said upon thein^ 
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portanee of supplying each school with these indispensable requisites. 
These, in the hands of competent and faithfbl teachers, will not fltU to 
swaken new and correct ideas in the minds of their pupils. Applicants for 
sdiools, who are not fkmiliar with the handling of tbem, must not be 
licensed. 

Schools. — ^The number of schools, and number graded, are the same as 
last year, one Imndred; graded, ten. In all, except three, tiiere is district 
miformity in reading books, grammar and geography; but an endless va- 
riety in written and mental arithmetics. If directors, for once, would en- 
force the sixty-sixth section of the school law, much annoyance to the 
teacher would be overcome, more time secured for the hearing of classes, 
and a saving in dollars and cents to the patrons. The Scriptures were read 
daily in ninety-eight ; vocal music, dixty-two; exercises in composition and 
declamation in seventy-two ; in seventy-three schools I found dictionaries 
upon the teacher's desk. The length of school term in the borough of Se^ 
linsgTOve has been curtailed from five to ibnr m<»iths. We are sorry to 
announce this retrogression. 

XDUOATIONAL WOBK DONS BT SUPKBINTSUDXlfT. 

Nineteen public examinations were held; examined one hundred and 
forty teachere ; one hundred and thirty-eight received provisional, and one 
a professional certificate ; rejected one ; forty-seven directors and one hundred 
and thirty-four citizens were in attendance. In five districts five members 
of each board were present, viz : Monroe, Centre, West Ferry, Perry, 
and Beaver. We gave notice in our bills that no private examinations 
would be held, unless occasioned by sickness, or other unavoidable circum- 
stances. Only two were privately examined ; these came as liite as Janu- 
ary, to supply vacancies. Teachers generally appeared in the district they 
intended to teach. Average grade of certificate, two and one^half. That 
our standard is not yet up to the one recommended by the School Depart- 
nient, no one doubts. In order to attain that pitch eventually, it will be 
necessary to make another raise this fall. All the schools, except four, 
were visited twice. Average time spent in each, at each visit, one hour and 
fonrteen minutes. Fortj^-two visits were made with directors ; met ninety- 
one patrons in'the schools ; attended fifteen educational meetings ; spent 
one hundred and thirteen days ofiicially ; wrote fifty-one ofiScial letters. 

Ji Normal class, numbering forty-one, was instructed by us, in Freeburg 
ftcademy, assisted by its principals. Professors D. S. Boyer and William H. 
I)ilL A'creditable examination of the class was held at the close of the 
session. A valuable time-piece was presented to us, on this occasion, by 
the members, as a token of their appreciation of our labors. The members 
^ the class, in nearly every instance, succeeded admirably in teaching. 
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It is but just to say that they ftilfiUed the expectations of their patro« 
directors and friends. Seeing the fruits of our labors speedily manifei 
ing itself in the way of advancing our schools, we feel encouraged to coi 
tinue in this part of the work. A class wiU again be fbrmed this snmoMi 
gratuitously. 

Teaahers. — ^Ninety three nales'and seven females were employed; ava 
A^ &g^ twenty-four and seven-eighth years ; twenty-three had no exp«l 
enoe ; twenty had taught less than a year ; twenty4hree tang^t mors Mm 
five years ; sisty-two attended institutions of learning, in the county, ih 
past year ; ten held* professional certificates ; total failures, one, owing H 
incompetency ; a second, lack of government. The qualifieatllons of a nm 
ber of teachers ia yet too limited, lacking thoroughness in teaching, fromi 
want of having a fair knowledge of the branches required to be taugU 
In each school now do we find pupils eager to begin the study of all tin 
branches enumerated on the teacher's certificate ; and since our school ten 
is but four months, and the schools in operation during that season of tbi 
year when inclement weather, impassable roads, Ac, thereby making thi 
average daily attendance but sixty per cent. ; when we consider that sooi 
the young will be entrusted with the sacred hberties. the arts and scieDceti 
the literature, and the honor or dishonor of this Republic, it behooves u 
that only applicants possessing a fair knowledge of the branches shall herip 
after be licensed. We are grieved to chronicle the deaths of two worthj 
teachers. Col. E. G. Moore, of Gentreville, and Jacob Duck, of Middle 
Greek. In their death the common school system has lost devoted friendii 
and the pupils efficient and faithful teachers. 

Directors^ — None served as district superintendent. School visitsticm 
is yet too much neglected, as is shown by the following average nnmbtf 
visiting each school : Middle Greek, three and one-half; West Perry, three; 
Selinsgrove, two ; Penn, Middleburg, Beaver and Washington, one aod 
one-half; West Beaver, Gentre, Ghapman, Monroe and Perry, one ; Frank? 
lin and Jackson, three-tenths. Average visitations by citizens to ead 
school is, West Perry, sixteen and one-fifth ; Beaver, eight and one-fifth 
Middleburg, seven and one-half; Monroe and West Perry, seven; Middh 
Greek, Penn and Washington, six and three-tenths ; Gentre, six ; Ghapmai 
and Perry, five; Franklin, four and one-half; Jackson and Selinsgrove 
one and one-half. Teachers* salaries are too low, if the best skilled teacb 

ers in the county shall be retained. Thus far we have partly been edv 

• 

eating teachers for acUoining counties, leaving too many of our schools t 
be kept by inferior teachers. Some of these being rejected applicants froi 
other counties. We would suggest that directors decide upon a fair salary 
and let it he known by the young men of the county, before they have bee 
engaged by directors, who come here annually from adjoining countiei 
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this delinqaency we know of several instances in the county where |45 
month was offered, after our best teachers had agreed to teach 
j^hboring county, whose services might' have been secured for a less 
ire had they been timely spoken to. 

lounty InstUute^-^Th^ institute convened in Boyer's hall, Freebnrg, 
»mbef 81st, and continued in session five days. This was the largest 
r held in the ooowty. Eighty per cent, of the teachers were present, 
> labored diligently to make it a success. A goodly number of direc- 
fr were regular attendants. Valuable assistance was rendered by our 
s State Superintendent, the Hon. J. P. Wickersham, Hon. S. O. Boyd, 
>fl S. Domer, C. W. Crider, Rev. J. W. Lescher, Col. A. C. Simpson, 
it D. 8. Boyer, and Wm. H. Dill; also a number of our best teachers in 
eomity. The exercises were enlivened with music by the Freeburg Cor- 
i hand, and our dioir. District institutes were held in West Beaver, 
idlebarg and Jackson. 

WOEK DONS BY 0TH£B BBUOATIONAL AQENOIES. 

The Missionary institute, and Susquehanna Female college, located at 
dinsgrove, and the academy at Freeburg, with its normal department, are 
iweU supported, and are furnishing some* excellent teachers for the com- 
loa sdiools. We feel proud in having these institutions located within 
b Umits of liUle Snyder. 

Mini$terxal Aid, — Believing that influence for good would be exerted if 
asters of the Gospel were to visit the schools in their immediate neigh- 
lood, would therefore again extend to you a cordial invitation. Teach- 
Teport books for the year, show that only six schools have been visited 
uiniBters. An occasional sermon on behalf of the system would be 
^rtnne. 
PffM, — ^We have six weekly journals published in the county, one reli- 
m and five secular. We are obliged to the editors of the Post^ Tribune^ 
Courier for publishing the last annual report, as well as all other educa- 
matter when requested. We are specially indebted to the editors 
^ Freeburg Courier for devoting a column of their paper exclusively 
ttincation. 

Coiic/iisum>^May directors, patrons and all who have at heart the ad« 
it of our schools, labor zealously in the fhture, for their promotion, 
with the aid of Him, the source of all wisdom, will they prosper. 
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SOMERSET COUNTY.— N. B. CritohfibU). 

I. EDUCATIONAL PBOQRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

Twelve new houses were built during the year, as follows, vis : Alleghe 
two; Northampton, two ; Shade, one; Somerset, one ; Jentter,two; Up] 
Turkeyfoot, two. Some of these houses, especially, those in Jenner, Sc 
erset and Upper Turkeyfoot townships, are neat and comfortable buildin 
and show the liberality and enterprise of the directors, under whose so]] 
vision they were erected. . The old log school house will in a few 3^ear8 
entirely unknown in this county. 

Our school houses are much better furnished than formerly. Those bi 
within the last three or four years have, with a few exceptions, been 1 
nished with a view to convenience and comfort. There is, however, s 
room for great improvement in a large majority of the houses in the ooui 
A school room is not sufficiently furnished until it is provided with mova 
seats for teacher and visitors, conveniently arranged seats for classef 
occupy during recitation, teacher's desk, hooks or shelves for the recepi 
of children's clothing, &c 

The importance of having school houses ventilated seems now to be I 
ter understood than formerly. It is gratifying to see the progress that I 
been made in this respect within the last few years. Improvements 
still necessary. It is hoped that school directors will feel the responsibil 
of their position, and that where the expenditure of a few dollars will i 
so greatly to the health and comfort of the children of a whole disti 
they will not neglect to make the improvements that are so much needf 

The teachers of the county have, we think, during the year, manlfec 
a marked degree of advancement. It is true that the average gradt 
certificates was a little lower than it was the last year, but the standan 
qualifications was much higher. 

II. EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BV COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

The work done by Superintendent has consisted principally in hold 
examinations, making arrangements for and conducting County institn 
visiting schools, distributing blank reports, and keeping up official cor 
pondence. There were twelve examinations held in the county during 
year, at which two hundred and seventy-one teachers (one hundred i 
eighty-nine males and eighty-two females) were examined. The exami 
tions were conducted the same as last year. Examinations are not held 
all the districts in the county, for the reason that a large minority of ( 
teachers wish to have the advantage of a term of normal instruction inl 
fall before the opening of the winter schools, and in order to give tb< 
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tliM advantage the examinations are delayed until it is too late to reach 
eveiy district in the county. 

Visitations were commenced soon after the schools opened, and contin- 
ued until all or nearly all the schools were closed*. For manner of spend- 
ing time while in the school room, see last year's report. 

The Connty institute was held in Somerset, comiQencing on Monday^ 
the 23d of December, and closing on Friday, the 27th. The unfavorable 
condition of the roads prevented the attendance of ^nany teachers who had 
made arrangements to be present. Instruction was given by Prof. Byerly, 
of Millersville State Normal school, Wm. H. Sanner, and J. L. Pugh. Lec- 
tures were delivered by Prof. Byerly and Geo. Baer, Esq. The instruc- 
tions given were practical, and we believe that the teachers present went 
away feeling that their time was well spent. 

III. WORK DONS BT OTHIB AGJENCtSS. 

Our county Normal schools have, during the year, been doing an imi- 
portant work. The shortness of our school term, and the low salaries paid 
to teachers, render it impossible for many wishing to qualify themselves 
for the profession to seek those qualifications away from home. Hence the 
necessity for the local Normal. Of the number engaged in teaching since 
the commencement of my term of office, a large nmority have had no other 
special training than that afforded by these county Normal schools. 

School Directors. — Many of our school directors ar earnest men, who 
are interested in the education of our youth. In some districts the secre- 
tary has acted as district superintendent, and in that capacity has visited 
regularly all the schools of the district. Qood results have always followed 
the regular visitation of schools by directors. 

lY. OBSTACLES IK THE WAY OF PROGRESS. 

These are so various that we do not expect to be able to mention -all in 
a report of no greater length than this is designed to be. One of the 
greatest disadvantages under which we must labor is a want of a sufficient 
number of qualified teachers. We have some teachers that will, we believe, 
compare favorably with the teachers bf any other connty in the State, but 
unfortunately this number is far too small to meet our wants. Others are 
making earnest efforts to qualify themselves for the responsible duties of 
their calling, while there are a few that are not now, and never will become, 
competent teachers. We have but little hope for the success of such teach- 
ers as use every possible means to avoid a public examination, and are only 
anxious to get '^some kind of paper" that will gi*ant them license to teach 
whether it shows that they are qualified are not. This difficulty could, to 
a very great extent, be removed by an increase of teachers' salaries. If 
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the teacher '8 salaiy* were sufficient to k^p those who become qaalifled ill 
the work, we should soon have our schools taught by eicperienoed and com* 
[letent teachers, but while our teachers are constantly leaving the profts- 
sion, and seeking other more lucrative vocations, and we are obliged yearly 
to engage a large proportion who have never taught before, we can not ez* 
pect our educational advancement to be very rapid. The teacher needs 
ex{)erience, and those who have no experience will not (all other things 
l3eing equal) succeed as well as those who are acquainted with the business. 
The young carpenter strikes more blows, and makes more chips, but bji old 
and experienced medianlc does more and better work. 

Want of interest on the part of patrons is also an obstacle in the way 
of progress. If parents and patrons would take more interest in our schools 
tlian they do we might expect more rapid improvement. In visiting one 
hundred and seventy schools last winter, but twenty-nine patrons were met 
in the school room, and most of those would not have been there had I not 
taken pains to see them and bespeak their company. Parents should not 
neglect to visit their schools as f^quently as possible. By this means both 
teacher and scholars are encouraged, and the most important results se- 
cured. No one would ever think of employing a mechanic or laborer to 
work from four to six months in succession without paying some attention 

a 

to see whether the work is being done as it should be, yet parents will send 
their children to school during the entire term without ever manifesting 
any interest in the management of the school,' or the success of the teacher. 
Let us hope to see a better state of things in the fiiture. Should the teacher 
be disposed to do his duty the presence of parents will greatly encourage 
him, and if he be indifferent and negligent the fear of merited censure will 
be an incentive to action. 

Irregular attendance of pupils is another very great impediment in the 
way of progress. Some parents keep their children from school, especially 
the large ones, until the fall work is done, antf then they are taken away 
as soon as the sugar making season commences, which, in some districts, 
is one month before the schools close. Thus many pupils are deprived of 
one or two months' instruction every year. If parents could be brought 
to feel that by this means they are neglecting one of the most important 
duties that they owe to their children we might soon expect to aee the 
attendance greatly improved. 

y. MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMRPROVEMENT. 

Under this head I would again urge the necessity of so amending the 
school law as to provide for the support of our school system by equal 
taxation, according to value of property throughout the State. Other 
counties are asking for a longer term. We feel the need here of having the 
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school term lengtbened ns m«6li as it is felt elsewhere, but unless the State 

sppropriatiom he greatly increased, or some way provided by which we are 

relieveil from the inequalities Iftiat are now bearing heavily upon the poorer 

coantfes oi the State, an increase of the minimum terra wonM do us more 

tnurm than good. In other richer connties they are able to have better 

schools for a much longer term, at less than one-half the rate of taxation 

chat oar people are now paying. This may be just, but we are unable to 

<?onsider it so from the stand point we occupy. Should the children of 

^<Hner8etand other counties in the mountainous regions of the State enjoy 

less advantages than those whose fortune it is to be brought up in the more 

MTcalthy portions of the State? 

We do not believe that our State, with all her abundant resources, can 
^»uch longer tiflbrd to suffer these inequalities to exist, and to fteglect giv- 
ing to the children of the poorer connties equal educational advantages 
^ith those of the rich. The interests of our Commonwealth depend upon 
the intelligence of the whole people, the poor as well as the rich. All are 
<iilled upon to share in the councils, by which her misfortunes may be reme- 
<Hed| her prosperity extended, and her honor maintained* 
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Excessive snow drifts during a portion of the time set apart for visiting 

schools, with a view to getting statistical information from the pupils, upon 

the kind and amount of work done by them, so interfered with traveling as 

to make it extremely difficult, and in some instances were dangerous. The 

schools visited during this period were found to be very small, not fifty per 

cent, of the number enrolled being in attendance. Schools in the line of visit 

were found closed for a time, U being hardly possible for teachers and pupils 

to get to their school houses. As a consequence the information obtainec^, 

Was very imperfect, and would not fairly present the work of the several 

Schools. The statistical table, designed to be published herewith, by which 

the work of this year could readily be compared with that of last year, is 

therefore omitted. From what is known of the schools, however, it is con* 

^dently believed that a just comparison would have resulted in the praise 

of those of this year. 

School Houses, — School houses were built in Laporte township, Forks 

a^nd Elkland districts. The one built in Elkland supplies the place of an 

old dilapidated log house, long unfit for use, and is a very comfortable 

Btruoture. It is a one-story building, of moderate dimensions, decently fin- 

15 School Bbp. 
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ished and conTenienty seRted. A soitable amoiint of blAokrboard stirfaa 
is also proTided* A newish unfinished house was plastered and mad< 
comfortable. A modification of the furniture of this house might add mucli 
to its charms as a school room. Continuing the work of building and im 
proTing school houses, and adding the much needed out-houses, the direc* 
tors and people of Elkland will soon have as good school property to boast 
of as any district in the county. It is to be regretted that Forks was em- 
barrassed by numerous and heavy taxes. It is possible that thv> had its 
infiuence in determining the character of the house built in a newly erected 
sub-district. . Considered from difierent stand points, it would seem desira- 
ble, and in the long run advisable, to have been able to build such a house 
as would have required, an additional outlay of money. The one built in 
Laporte township increases the number of its school houses to six, and 
compares fitvorably with the other houses of the district. 

Apparatus. — Pierce's magnetic globes have been purchased for use in the 
schools of Cherry, Colley, Dushore, Elkland, Forks and Fox districts. A 
large number of our schools are now supplied with globes. If these do 
not always fhll into the hands of teachers able to make good use of them, 
they are, nevertheless, where the inquisitive pupil may have access to them, 
and be able to get light for himself, which he will hardly be slow in commu- 
nicating to others ; so that whether the teacher shall, in every instance, be 
qualified, and disposed to use it or otherwise, the globe will exist in the 
school room as a successful mute teacher. Of those favored with its use 
in the pursuit of their studies, there will not be found many to seriously 
hold with some of their parents now that the earth is not spherical in form. 

Directors. — Considering the newly settled state of the county, and the 
consequent circumstances of the people, our directors are doing nobly. 
Though our school houses, furniture and apparatus may not compare well 
with that of longer settled, and wealthier counties, yet they clearly indi- 
cate that when our means shall be adequately increased, our school pro- 
perty will be of the best. To understand some of the difiSculties that 
many of our boards of directors have to contend with, it is not necessary 
to refer to more than one example. The directors for Cherry district r€^ 
port an income, for the year ending June, 1868, from all sources, of eleven 
hundred and twenty-three dollars for school purposes. This, too, embraces 
the highest levy of tax allowed by law. To secure good teachers it became 
necessary to pay twent>'-five dollars per month. Almost any school boy or 
girl will soon tell how much will be needed to hir« fifteen teachers four 
months, at this rate ; and how much the district woold be in debt at the 
close of the year, without reference to fuel and contingencies. 
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WORK DOMK BT 8UPBBINTBNDXNT. 

VUUs* — One hundred and twenty-eight yieits, including one to Mansfield 

State Normal .bqIiooI, were made. Of the directors accompanying me in 

V3iy viBita to schools, I may be allowed to name Hon. James Deegan, who 

^visited nearly all the schools of Cherry, and must, by his eloquent and en- 

<<^ouraging words addressed to them, have done much to awaken thought, 

cuid excite to action. It is hoped that many others, who sometimes forget 

^^liat the common school boys now will soon be the rulers of the nation, will 

^^Ond it in agreement with their inclinations, as, also, with their judgment, 

't^ occasionally give a look and word of encouragement to the young hope* 

^i^^ils on their wi^ to business manhood. 

Normal Intitule. — ^A Normal school institute of seyeral weeks continu- 
ance, held in the fall, at Dushore, was considered a success. Upwards of 
rentj teachers, and others fitting themselves for the profession, were in 
-sittendance. The very large number of practical teachers of considerable 
^^xperience aided much in establishing correct deportment, and in creating 
^^knd keeping up an interest in drills and recitations. These institutes are 
*<^lassed among the essentials here. They are accessible by a large number 
%hat cannot reaoh the Slate Normal schooL 

County Institvie. — Our Counter institute, held in the winter, at Laporte, 
^as not as largely attended as was expected and desired, but was still very 
Interesting, and it is believed profitable. The teachers in attendance, as 
Knight be expected, were of that clnss of persons that can be denominated 
^4)orhers. Prof. Allen, that excellent teacher, affable man, and principal 
^of the State Normal school of this district, performed a large portion of 
^he work. It would be wrong to pass unnoticed the very encouraging psk 
t^ronage of the ladies and gentlemen of Laporte and vicinity. 

In conclusion, permission is desired to suggest that though Sullivan may 
%De regarded as small and uncomely, she is not sickly — is able to receive and 
T^igest good and wholesome food, in suitable quantities, when it can be ol> 
^^ained ; and that when the Department has a lecturer to spare, it will re- 
^nember that Sullivan is as needy as any of her sister counties. 
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After the close of the second year of my term of ofiOice, I again attempt 
^t:.o write a report of the condition and progress of educational matters here. 
-As the statistics will be found in full, in their appropriate tables, but few 
"^ill be inserted in this summary report 
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XDUGATIOIIAL PB0GBX88. 

We have not, peiiiflps, made the progress that all well wishers of popW' 
lar education maj have hoped for. The work of educating the masses is 
not to be accomplished in a day, nt>r a year, but if we can show that ad' 
vancement has been made in a single year, ft is reasonable to infer that the 
time will come when we shall have far better schools than now, and intelli' 
gence will occupy a vantage-gronnd not held before. Future generations 
will r^p largely* from the seeds that are being sown in the nrinds of the 
youth. 

We are able to report progress fn the quaMcation and salary of teachers; 
repairing and erecting buildings; in the uniformity of text*books, and ao 
increased interest on the part of the people. When these requisites are 
sufficiently improved, there Trill be little cause of complaint, for, with good 
houses well furnished, the people giving undivided support to weU quali- 
fied teachers, it would seem impossible to have poor schools. In specify- 
ing the progress that has been made, liberty will be taken to point out 
defects, and shoTf wherein reform is needed. It may not be pleasant to 
learn our imperfections, still we trust it will not be in vain that suggestions 
are made. 

Graded Schools. — Seventeen graded schools were reported last year. 
There is an addition of three, making twenty graded schools in the county. 
Two years ago those at New Milford and Montrose were all" we had. 
Those organized during my term are situate at Great Bend borough, Sus- 
quehanna Depot and Harford village. The latter, consisting of three de- 
partmeiits, was organized this year. All, except those at New Milford, 
adopted the system of grades framed by a committee of teachers and my- 
self. It has been an advantage to the schools, and when fully put in force 
will be of great benefit. 

For the Harford village school the board erected a fine frame building 
of two stories and basement, at a cost of nearly $2,500. It is well con- 
structed, and so arranged as to be convenient and pleasant, and with sufl5- 
eient grounds, so that when improved it will be an attractive place for 
teachers and pupi4s. This school is upon a different plan from any other 
in the county. The house was erected by the township, and the higher 
department is free for pupils coming from any other schooL in the district. 
Could not sneh a school )>e supported in other townships? If this proves 
a success, (we believe it will,) we would recommend the same plan to other 
boards. The directors of Harford deserve special credit for what they have 
done and are still doing. Thouo^li slow to commence the work of building 
and other improvements, they are erecting the best houses in the county, 
especially in the rural districts. 

The building at Great Bend is nearly done, and, when finished, will be 
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the best fturnlcAied in tke county. It is now the best supplied with apparatus, 
and we learn that there is a fund raised to procure more apparatus, and 
paintings to adorn the rooms. Live teachers make live schools. 
The schools at New Milford, under the supervision of E. B. Hawley, 

« 

Esq., have done good work. The directors made some improvement by 
way of painting, but they need more furniture and apparatus^ which the 
people can well afford to supply. 

The schools at Montrose moved along about the same as last year, with 
one teacher less, and a little lack of enthusiasm ; but the pupils made pro- 
gress, and complimented their teacher by passing a creditable examination 
at the end of the year. Those at Susquehanna Depot dragged along in 
the same poor buildings another year. The need of better ones is felt, and 
the directors have already commenced the work of erecting a house, at a 
cost of from six to ten thousand dollars, which has the appearance of 
progress. 

Other graded schools are needed. There should be one at Great Bend 
village. An attempt was made to establish one there, but it was an attempt* 
without success, and will continue to be a failure, until another room is 
provided, for it is as consistent for one teacher to teach two schools at the 
same time, as for two teachers to teach two schools at the same time in the 
same room. 

Our graded schools are improving in actual worth. The people begin to 
appreciate them. Though they are far short of what they should be, with 
the same progress for the next two years thej^ will afford excellent oppor- 
tunities for getting an English education. The greatest want is apparatus. 
Some departments are wholly without, not having even a primary chart, such 
an article being worth more to beginners than fifty dollars worth of books. 

Bmldings, — Seventeen houses were built this year, tliree purchased, and 
a number repaired. Harford, one for three schools ; Gibson, four ; Bridge- 
water, one; Choconut, one; Dimock, one; Forest Lake, one; Great Bei <l 
borough, one for four departments ; Great Bend, one ; Harmony, one ; Lil - 
erty, one ; Oakland, one ; Rush two, and Thompson, one 

There are two hundred and sixty-three houses in the county ; about sixt \ 
nine do not belong to the directors, as they were built by private indiN 1- 
duals, and have not passed into their possession, leaving only one hundi r^ 
and ninety-five as school property. None of the houses in Auburn bek n • 
to the directors ; and if the most of them were in the possession of private 
persons, and used for sheds or sheep pens, it would be a blessing to the 
children. Most of them are totally unfit for schools. It is a sin and dih- 
grace for children to attend, or teachers to teach in such apologies for 
school houses. There is no excuse for Auburn. She is one of the most 
wealthy districts in the county, and can well afford to build. Anti-school 
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men have had control. Some believe taxing for building is/^ up^onstita 
tional." Light begins to shine even there. We learn, by good authority 
that the present board seriously contemplate building. Love for thei 
children should be sufficient inducement for such a move. May the goo( 
work go on and be done right. Good buildings sbould be erected upoi 
the most modem and improved style, and well furnished, at a- cost of no 
less than firom eight to ten hundred dollars each. Franklin appears to hav 
entertained the same idea of the "unconstitutionality" of building b^ 
taxation. No buildings there belong to the district. The consequence u 
the most of them are poor, better adapted to making doctors' bills, anc 
"short graves,", than to be in the possession of well regulated and healthj 
schools. The directors of DundafTdo nothing for their schools, except U 
hire a teacher. They do not even make out the annual report, and thereby 
save the State money that would otherwise belong to them. The house 
in Chapman (Independent,) are but little better, in fact good for nothing 
Other districts have equally as poor buildings, but I believe the above thi 
only districts that have done nothing for improvement in this direction. . 

It may be thought I have been too personal in this matter ; but they ar 
facts that cannot be denied. It is remarkable that parents wiU sufibr thei 
children to spend six months in the year in a place so poorly adapted t< 
physical health or mental culture. 

More attention should be given to the construction. The trouble is 
school houses are too often built on contract, and the work is not examinee 
till finished ; then, if not what it should be, as a matter of kindness th 
job is accepted, after a deduction of ten or fifteen dollars. Too noany ar< 
simply "fixed up," so school can be kept in them. A total lack of fhmiture 
except a few rough seats, and no apparatus. Would it not be well to pro 
cure at least one-half acre of ground, and when a house is built supply i 
with the needed fbrniture and apparatus ? Let it come in as part of th* 
expense of building, and it would be easily got along with. 

One house was built in Liberty last year by the secretary of the board 
and is such a sham that it is but a waste of the public tax. Liberty is no 
able to build so costly houses as Clifford, but she can employ as good work 
men. Some boards ftimished two or three hundred doUars on conditio: 
that the patrons add enough to put up a house. The consequence is, som 
are poorer than others in the same district. Bridgewater is able to build 
and does build, but the inside arrangement of the buildings is far behin< 
the times. With a few exceptions there is not a house well furnished. J 
board a foot and a half or two feet wide is nailed to three sides of the rooi 
for desks, with a plank in l^ont for a seat so high that the feet of the littl 
ones cannot touch the floor. By a little care, and a small additional expense 
this can be rectified. Perhaps too much of this report has been devote< 
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to this Milijeot; but 00 much I deemed neceaeary in order to bring themat- 
ter properly to the attention of the directors and people. 

I will not misrepreeent the county. All the houses in some districts are 
good, and a number of the old dilapidated ones are being re-placed with 
new ones of modem improvement. For an example of what should be 
done, refbrenoe might be had to Jackson, Clifford, the new buildings of 
Harford, next in order Brooklyn, Forest Lake and Oakland. 

Apparaius, — 'No apparatus has been purchased this year. Quite an out- 
lay was made last, creating some dissatisfaction, and not a little murmur- 
ing. Some believe it of no importance, but a bill of expense. We think 
differently. Experience as a teacher, and as an examiner of schools, con- 
vinces us that one of the beast means of improving the schools is by pur- 
chasing, in a proper manner, apparatus. I say in a proper manner, for I do 
not approve of agents traveling through the county, lining their pockets by 
large profits on illegal contracts. Every room should be furnished with 
primary and elocutionary charts, Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, large 
Bible, out-line maps and globe. The above can be procured at one-half the 
cost heretofore paid, by contracting directly with the publishing houses. 

Qu€diftcation of Teachers and Uniformity of Text-Books. — The great- 
est improvement has been made in the qualification of teachers and uni- 
formity of text-books. While the apparent grade of eer^^ifioates may not 
be higher than last year, as they were based upon the grade required by 
law, there has been a marked advance in this direction. There are no 
more earnest workers in any class of employees than we have in the teach- 
ers' ranks. Like all other professions there are those in it unfit for the 
work ; who are either unqualified or lack sufficient energy to do anything 
well, and we prophesy that the time is coming when such will qualify them- 
selvses better or seek a livelihood in some other vocation. A number of 
boards have graded the salary with the grade of certificates and success 
of the teachers. This is right. There is no reason for paying a young, 
inexperienced teacher, or one not well qualified, as much as an experienced 
and qualified teacher. The salary of teachers is exceedingly various, rang- 
ing fix>m nine dollars per month and board around, to one hundred dollars 
a month and find their own board. 

The supplement to the school law has had a good efibct. Where more is 
required more will be accomplished. The addition of two branches, the 
history of the United States and theory of teaching, has given an impetus 
to teachers. The former is already made a study in a number of schools, 
and the latter is taught as a branch in classes of the graded schools. 

The methods of teaching are various, but much more uniform than for- 
merly. Teachers deserve special credit for improvement in this essential 
particular. This has been brought about by the study of standard works 
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on teaching, mstraotioxL giyea to teaekera' classes, at ezammationst Tuila 
tions of schools^ at comiij institute and other edacatiooal sheetings. 

Tezt-l^oks are rapidly approaching: a unilbrmity, not onl(7 im districts, 
but thpougbont the county. This has been effected, teo, with Mttte cost t€ 
the people. The books must be made wholly anifonift and kept so; ball 
way work in- this matter is as inefficient as do work at aU.. We are not in 
fsTor of frequent cbanges. It is one tbing we wish to aToid. Forioiv 
opprobriums have been heaped upon those who were instrumental in effect 
ing a change so muck needed. Some boards haye this year, for the first 
time, takea action on this matter. If they will adopt a series of books, 
put their resoiutioiis into actual force, and prc^bit the tuse of other bookf 
until a change is needed, (which will not occur oftener than once m five oi 
ten years,) the great cry about changing books will be heard no more^ 

Onr County institute was organized at Montrose, in the graded sdtool 
chapel room, the 6tb of January, 1869^ and continued in session the time 
required by law. Previous to the County institute I called a conventioii 
of teachers composed of two delegates from each district. Thtr conven- 
tion met in August* Although, the time was unikvorable, on account ol 
a heavy rain storm, the object of the meeting was accomplished. Pre- 
liminary arrangements were made for the institute, and an interest aroused 
that could not have been created in any other way. The conrvMition was 
favored with an address by Prof* Selden J. Coffin, of Lafayette college, 
who is likely to happen around at just the right time, and is always read^ 
to do his part in advancing the cause of education. The County institute, 
the first held in the county for several years, was a perfect success. About 
one hundred and eighty teachers were present to work and improve. Ac- 
cepting the compliKtents paid them by persons from other parts of the State, 
they did work and cannot be rated below other bodies of teachers who have 
met on similar occasions. An interesting and spirited address of welcome 
was delivered by William H. Jessup, Esq, Instructors employed were 
Professors Charles W. Sanders, Edward Brooks, Selden J. Coffin, F. A. 
Allen and Charles W. Deans. Other instructors were present and lent 
valuable aid. Essays were written by a number of teaohers. My grateful 
acknowledgments are due the people of Montrose for their kindness, to the 
professors who worked so earnestly, to the faithflil teachers, and to all whc 
helped to make the institute a success. The. cost paid by the county was 
$142 IS ; $200 were drawn, leaving $51 31 in the treasury. 

After the institute had passed, and been pronounced a success by aU whc 
were there, some who were not there, and are never ready to help, but al* 
ways ready to oppose any and every innovation on old customs, that tendc 
to ameliorate the condition of mankind, began firing pellets in opposition 
to what had been done^ and shamefully misrepresenting the cost and object 
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Some agreed they had lost five days school, thereby oostliig the county 
^orer one thousand dollars," not knowing that nnder the present law (ad- 
mitting the teachers were allowed their time, which they were not, except 
in a few cases) they receive seven days more school than nnder the old 
Jaw providing for district institutes. Snch is the fact ; for six Months, 
twenty days to the month, eqnals one hundred and twenty days, and six 
months of twenty-two days each, equals one hundred and thirty-two days; 
less^v^ days for County institute, leaves one hundred and twenty-seven 
days. 

The boarding around system is still in vogue in many parts of the county, 
tut as politicians say, " such a plan is getting objectionable to the people, 
mnd must be abandoned if we expect to succeed." The directors of Clifford 
have broken in upon the plan that has out^lived its virtue, done away with 
the summer term, and boarding around, in part. Their schools are to 
<x)mmence in September and continue a term of six months, under the 
same teacher. 

Most of the schools are well classified ; only one hundred and forty-eight 
were reported last year. This year we report two hundred and twenty-six 
well classified. 

WORK OF COUNTY SUPXRINTENDENT. 

While I did not accomplish so much in visiting schools, on account of 
severe snow-storms preventing travel the latter part of February, and the 
greater part of March, I can but believe more has been done to advance 
the schools than was the previous year. I employed an experienced teachier 
to assist me in visiting schools, and had it not been for the uncommon 
depth of snow, the schools in each district would have been examined. It 
is not profitable to examine schools the last half of the summer term, as 
the attendance is irregular, schools small, and pupils young. 

The visitations were exceedingly pleasant. Teachers and pupils were 
glad to receive a call, and we trust classes were examined and instruction 
given with profit to both teachers and pupils. 

It is not necessary to specify all, and particularly the work done by my- 
self. Reference had to the tables made up from the monthly reports will 
8ufl3ciently show. A series of twenty-seven examinations was held in the 
fall, after which a special series of seven to accommodate such as did not 
attend the general series. A series of eleven was held in May, to license 
those who wished to teach the summer term. Certificates granted in the 
spring were given for one term only, that all might expire at nearly the 
same time. Directors were present at nearly all the examinations, and man^' 
were well attended by citizens. Enough did not apply for certificates in the 
fall to fill the schools, but with those afterwards licensed, those holding pro- 
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fessioDal certificates, and tiiose having certificates endorsed from other conn. — 
ties, nearly all the schools were filled. Three hundred and eighty«four teack — 
ers were licensed, five of whom received professional certificates ; fiftj-eigh' 
examinations were held ; two hundred and seventeen visits were made 
an average of one hour and fifty minutes each ; two hundred and ninety — 
nine official letters were written ; one thousand seven hundred and five mileff= 
traveled officially, and two hundred and forty-five days spent in officia 13 
duty. I attended six institutes, and eight other educational meeting^—' 
Professional certificates were granted at examinations held expressly fo^B 
that purpose. There is a number of teachers in the county entitled tc= 
this grade. Our requirements are, that the applicant shall have succeedec=: 
well as teacher, be a member of the County institute, and pass as thorougt=^ 
examination as the law requires. 

Thus much for my work. I have tried to be a consistent advocate of th^3 
Pennsylvania school system, and on all proper occasions have urged th^s 
necessity of reform, not so much in the law itself, but in the application oW^ 
it to the schools. Much good that would otherwise result Arom our publico 
schools, is lost, for want of thorough and efficient execution. 

WORK DONE BY OTHE& EDUCATIONAL AQENOIES. 

We received little help from other agencies. The directors, teachers and J 
people constitute the force in this county. The higher departments in the 
graded schools supply, in some degree, the need of a county Normal schooL 
Some teachers attend the Mansfield school. Many more are talking about 
it. I would earnestly recommend teachers to attend that school. They 
eau well afford to do so, for the extra expense would soon be paid back by 
increased wages. The people cannot afford to pay greater wages that 
teachers may qualify themselves better, but after they are qualified, the 
people can afford to compensate more liberally. 

The press has been free for the publication of educational matter, find 
valuable articles have been printed. The pulpit is in sympathy with the 
work, but we receive less aid from that quarter than we have a right to 
expect. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

The obstacles in the way of improvement are : 1. Unequal taxation. 3. 
The division of the schools into summer and winter terms. 3. The gratui- 
tous labor of directors, and consequently a lack of responsibility. 4. Poor 
school houses. 5. Want of support by the people. 6. Irregular attendance. 
7. An insufficient supervision of the schools. 

I said in my last report, if we had a school fund sufficient to do away 
with the present unequal taxation, obstacles in the way of improvement would 
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soon vanish. This subject has been thoroughly discussed in the 8c?iool 
Joumalj and the views set forth in regard to an increased State appropria- 
tion, are fully endorsed as ))eing just what we need in this county. The 
State of Pennsylvania can more easily raise a school fhnd than the same 
can be raised by taxation in different districts, the poorer paying thirteen 
mills, while the richer pay only two mills on the dollar, and have longer 
terms. It is my opinion that the State should appropriate a fund sufficient, 
and distribute it in such a manner as to favor the poorer districts, to keep 
^e schools open at least six months in the year. Then the directors should 
l)e obliged to continue the term at least two months, and build suitable 
houses, fUmish apparatus, and keep everything in repair, that the Sta^ 
land might be used to the best advantage. 

The suggestions in my last report, in regard to doing away with the 
fiummer term, has been acted upon to some extent. The schools open well 
in May, but soon dwindle down to a small number of young pupils, and 
amount to almost nothing. By a large number not attending in the sum- 
mer that would attend in the fall, and the irregularity of those who do at- 
tend, there is a clear loss of seventy-five per cent. 

The directors have double work to do. The Superintendent is able to ac- 
complish only about one-half so much in visiting schools as he might 
otherwise. The smaller pupils can as well attend in the fall as summer. 
The teachers would be actuated to greater efforts by the school increasing 
in number, the responsibility of a longer term, and the increased interest 
that would follow. 

Notwithstanding some ably argue against paying directors, we can con- 
ceive of no good reason why they should not be fairly compensated. If 
it would increase responsibility, and cause their duties to be more thoroughly 
performed, they should be compensated. It is said, if they are paid the 
office will be sought. Well, that is just what is needed. The trouble is it 
is not sought enough, but avoided. If they were paid there might be a 
penalty for non-performace of duty. Now it is optional to do, or not to 
do, and too often it is not to do. While in some districts the best citizens 
are directors, in very many it is the reverse. I am informed, by directors, 
that it is with difficulty a man can be found qualified to act as sec- 
retary. Judging by some of the reports, I am inclined to believe the in- 
formation correct. To say there are not men in every township capable to 
discharge the duties of the office would be incorrect. But few of the best 
business men will spend one month in the year gratuitously, neither can 
they afford to. But they tell us politics will enter into school matters if 
directors are paid. That cannot be, at least in this county, for the people 
now elect as strict party men for this office as for that of any other. I 
do not wish to find fault with the men acting in this capacity, but I do 
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assert that the finanoia} and basiness part of school matters should be mo 
thoroDghlj and accurately done. 

Concltiaion. — There are obstacles in the way of improvement in the grc 
work of educating the masses, but if we reflect on the past and call to mi] 
the struggle of other times ; if we realize how many difliculties have be 
overcome, how far we are ahead of what we were a few years ago, and i 
alize that the grand object of our noble country is to educate the peop 
and that she is now putting forth the strong arm to enlighten the ignorai 
assist the needy, and elevate the oppressed, we may be thankflil for,o 
own time, and by earnest work and renewed energy improve our inhe 
tance, and bequdath a richer legacy to future generations. In the la 
guage of Mr. Jessup, in a late address, '^ Let the church and school hou 
rise side by side on every hill, in every valley of our land, purifying ai 
ennobling every department of labor and science, until each individual sh] 
become an intellectual and moral type of the whole nation." 



TIOGA COUNTY.— J. F. Calkins. 

I. EDUCATIONAL PB0GRB6S. 

Houses. — Ten new ones have been built during the past year, of a high 
grade tban those built in former years. The number unfit for use has be( 
decreased by five; the number "having no privies" has been decreas< 
by eleven. There has been no marked advance in the improvement > 
school grounds. The number with sufficient grounds has increased 1 
eleven ; the number {well ventilated has increased by two. Covingtc 
borough has the " banner" school house, for a school of two grades, bo 
rooms upon the same floor as they should be. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — The furniture of our school houses, whi 
very far below the proper standard, is constantly improving. Apparat 
of better kind and in greater quantity, is being introduced very generaU 
Globes, maps of the United States, charts of the solar system, now om 
ment the walls of nearly one-half our school houses. 

The annual increase of school property for the last twelve years I es 
mate at six per cent. 

Schools. — Whole number two hundred and forty-seven, being an increa 
of two. During the year four have been graded. Increase in number 
well classified schools, twenty. The number in which books are unifoi 
has increased by twenty-two. The Bible is read in nearly all our school 
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7VacA«r8.— -With commendable ambition oar teachers are seeking to im^ 
proYf in their work. Oood teachers are paid better, and we hope poor ones 
will continae to receive less. 

Methods of /n«/ruc^um.— Methods of instruction are changing for the 
Yietter as teachers become familiar with the modes taaght in our Normal 
schools and educational journals. Of such teachers we educate more for 
other counties than for our own. 

IDUOATIOlfAL WORK DONE BT StTPSRtNTSNDSNT. 

The statistical table gives, in a brief form, the most that can be said on 

this subject, without offensive egotism. We have done what we could with 

a good will) and a sincere desire to co-operate with directors and teachers 

for the improvement of the schools. We considered the Superintendent 

as the servant and friend of both, to go with the teacher into the school 

room, and introduce the best modes of teaching. The Superintendent 

shoold no more be feared by the teacher than the teacher by the scholar. 

We are quite sure that we have learned as many things from the teachers 

as we have taught them ; and if they will accept and act upon our sugges- 

tions at examinations, institutes and visitations, we are quite certain that, 

though they might find their work considerably increased, they would find 

the demand and reward for their services proportionably increased. Our 

greatest trouble is to induce an old teacher of three or six years to adopt 

other and more patient and definite modes of instruction and government. 

Vou might as well seek to induce parents to instruct and govern a family 

♦lifferently from their old habit. We are happy to know that a few of the 

experienced teachers have practiced our suggestions, and are no longer, 

^ife tramping journeymen, "whipping the cat" from school house to school 

bouse, because the people and the children have had enough of them. 

We have visited about two-thirds of the schools during the nine months 
^f the year, leaving the other one- third disappointed, and probably blaming 
^he County Superintendent. 

The visitations, with forty public examinations, have required a ride of 

^ore than one thousand miles through all kinds of weather, and over all 

^orts of roads, not always the most refreshing to man or beast. Of the 

Viiore than four hundred teachers examined, only twenty-nine have received 

professional certificates, a number which, though so small, is much greater 

than the average throughout the State, and greater than a rigid construc- 

trion of the instructions from the Department would warrant. Only fourteen 

Uave been entirely rejected, while seventy-eight were marked so low that we 

supposed directors would not employ them. These will hereafter be rej ected 

unless decided improvement shall be shown upon examination. While there 

>re but two hundred and forty-seven schools in the county^ who can see the 
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need of aeTenty-fotir male and three hundred and forty-nine female teachen 
actnally employed in the countjr during the past year ? Of these teachers 
eighty-four have had no experience, and ninety-six an experience of lesi 
than one year; and, yet, because these teachers will go into the schools a1 
any price, they are allowed to supplant better teachers. Hence the necessitj 
of the painful duty hereafter, on the part of the County Superintendent 
of rejecting many of these teachers. 

We have written two hundred and twenty-five official letters during th< 
nine months ; and have never failed to meet an appointment, though the8< 
appointments were published four to six weeks in advance. 

The County institute, called twice during the year, was mainly a failure 
the teachers not feeling either able, or obliged to attend. If the money 
now provided to pay lecturers, could be appropriated to pay, in part, th< 
expenses of teachers, they could be compelled to attend. 

WORK DONE BT OTHER AOENOISa 

Next to the primitive log school house, the Wellsboro' academy is th< 
oldest seminary of the county. With a varied fortune for about half i 
century, it has sent forth many useful young men and women. Deerfiek 
academy, under the presidency of Prof. Horton, is worthy of its good nam( 
and success. The State Normal school at Mansfield we have much reasoi 
to be thankful for, and its three hundred scholars are sufficient to speak iti 
praise. 

Private or, as they are called, select schools are educating some four oi 
five hundred of our children, in part supplementary to the short terms o 
the common schools, for which the teachers receive about two thousanc 
dollars. Clergymen and Sabbath school teachers in every part of th< 
county, and in about one-half of our school houses, constitute a mos^ 
powerful agency, as well for the intellectual as the moral education of oui 
children. 

The press, especially the Tioga County Agitator^ gladly publishes every 
thing of interest to the cause of all good education in the county. 

The pulpit, the school house and the press ; what more powerful agenciei 
for good could we have, if controlled by intelligent and high-minded men 

If private enterprise can make a better school than the State, we we) 
come it and bid it Ood-speed. But we believe the common school, for al 
children of the State, can be, should be, and must be the very best schoo 
that can be made. 

OBSTACLES IH THE WAT. 

1. The want of qualified teachers, and the slowness of teachers to adop 
improved methods of instruction and government. 
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2. Discrepancy between the wages of male and female teachers of eqnal 
competency. 

3. Prejudice against public schools because of their agrarian tendency. 
£yen our Americanism cannot educate the spirit of caste out of all of us ; 
it dings like our common depravity. 

4. Unequal taxation^ 

5. Unrequited labor of school directors, and too many of them by one-half. 

6. Unfortunate location of school houses, and too many of them, because 
l)arents prefer to send their children a few rods to half a school, and a poor 
one at that, rather than to let them go two miles to a whole school and a 
^ood one. 

7. Constant change of teachers from one school to another, because they 
cio not, by the excellency of their teaching, fasten themselves to the hearts 
of tiie parents and children, as a necessity for the school. 

MSASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

1. Reduce the board of directors to three, and pay them the same as 
supervisors are now paid. 

2. Abolish the County Superintendency, and substitute town sux>ervi8ion 
under the board of directors, whose duty it shall be to employ, either alone 
or with the directors of not more than two other districts, a competent 
superintendent for the schools under their charge, to examine the teachers 
of the same according to printed questions and instructions sent annually 
£rom the State Superintendent, that the certificates may be uniform through- 
out the State ; to visit each ol the schools at least twice every term ; to 
assist the directors in making a full and correct annual report, and to ]>e 
paid for each day's work according as the directors may be paid. 

3. The contract with teachers should be so drawn as that they should 
liave a pecuniary interest in keeping up the school by making the average 
attendance of scholars, as well as the grade of certificate, control the 
monthly wages ; for example, full wages if the average attendance equals 
two>thirds of all the scholars of that school ; three-fourths wages if the ave- 
Tage attendance falls below one-half of all the scholars ; one-half wages if 
the average attendance falls to one-fourth of all the scholars, and the con- 
tract to be void when the average for any one week falls short of one*fifk]| 
of all the scholars properly belonging to that school. 
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UNION COUNTY.— C. V. Gundy. 

IDUOATIONAL PB0OBS88. 

School Houses — It is gratifjing to report so many new houses. There 
are in the small county of Union only sixty-eight school houses; of these 
eleven have been re-built since our last report ; eight of which are brick 
and three frame, all substantial buildings. In nearly all the cases grounds 
have been purchased suitable for play ground, and when properly improved 
will reflect creditably upon the directors under whose supervision the work 
was accomplished. There is still too much indiflnsrence manifested in regard 
to providing youth at school with the means of comfort and amusement. 
School houses should be located on sites that are healthfhl and surroondM 
with rich and pleasing scenery. It certainly does not become an intelli* 
gent community to look with indifference upon those things that affect ihe 
health and moral character of youth. The statistical table will show that 
very little attention has been paid to the improvement of school grounds, 
and there are only twenty-five school houses to which are attached the 
necessary out-buildings. While ornamental trees and shrubbery, which 
should be found properly arranged in every school yard as a great source 
of instruction, pleasure and amusement, are entirely overlooked. 

Furniture. — The furniture in the new houses are all double box desks 
aud seats. In many cases the desks are left without paint. Every object 
in the school room has its influence in forming the character of its inmates ; 
unattractive and inconvenient furniture have a tendency to make pupils 
careless and ungovernable. School furniture has been very much improved, 
and I would urge upon the attention of directors the necessity of procuring 
for our schools the most attractive and convenient furniture, as an im- 
portant aid to the teacher, and as a means of elevating and refining the 
taste and feelings of the children. 

Apparatus, — Most of our schools have been supplied with globes since 
our last report. These, with a limited share of black-board surface, and, in 
a few instances, a map and several charts, are all that go to make up what 
may be properly called apparatus. 

Graded Schools, — We can report no more graded schools than in our 
last, though the importance of the graded system seems to be more and 
more felt. It has been contemplated by several of the rural districts to 
have a central high school which all the more advanced pupils could attend. 

The idea of home education is gaining the ascendancy, and I believe this 
to l3e the true idea of education. The boarding school may accomplish the 
work, but it cannot do it so safely, nor so well. One first class teacher can 
be employed in a district more easily than to send twenty children to a 
lK>arding school, where they will be outside of the influence of home. 
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District In^iHulesj^^ConeeTning diBtrict institutee I cannot repoit pro- 
^n8«. Tkc^ vere only held in one district, and in tkat case with only par- 
tial Mooees. Directors have urged the matter in sooie cases, and in others 
they have ntither dieconraged it. If I wefe to epeak of the caase of the 
failure I should say that want of professional zeai on the part of teachers 
was perhaps the principal. 

Temohers. — It affords me great pleasure to say that most of our teachers 
entered upon the woA of the school thoroughly in earnest and succeeded 
well,aocon^ishing the work, and at the same time raising their profession 
in the eattmation of those among whom they moved. I hold that teaching is 
a lifo iMuineaa, and those only succeed well who make it a permanent em- 
ployment. The salaries offered do not justify the requisite expenditures 
for ftdequate preparation, and the shortness of the term eeems to exclude 
the very idea of a man's entering upon the profession as a permanent busi- 
oesB. Believing tkat upon these two points, to a very coasideiable extent, 
viz; the length of the sdiool term, and the grade of salary, depends the 
suooees of the system^ I would most respectfully call the attention of direc- 
tors to them. 

County Institute. — The County institute was well attended, there being 
present about seventy teachers ; I think almost double the number usually 
attending. Our thanks are due to Hon. C. R. Cobum, of the School De- 
partobent; Prof. Jack; of Westmoreland county; Prof. Sanders, of N. Y.; 
Dr. Loomia, Prot Moss, Prof. Tustin and Prof. Smith, of the University 
^ Lewisburg, and to others, for assistance rendered in conducting the ex- 
^cises. Also to the county commissioners for the use of the court house. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

By an act of Assembly, enlarging the boundaries of Forest county, five 
^^^ool districts and parts of two others have been detached from Venango 
bounty and ceded to Forest, thereby relieving us of twenty-seven schools, 
^his loss has partly been made up by organizing twelve new schools. A 
^>ew district, called Oil Greek, has been formed from part of Allegheny. 

New Hcmse^ — Twenty-eight schools have been accommodated with new 
^ooms, by the erection of sixteen houses, which cost, in the aggregate, 
%55,600, a greater amount than has ever before been expended during one 
^'^ear, in Venango county, in the erection of school houses. 

16 School Rxp. 
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The Union dchool edifice built in Franklin, meets the wants of the cit di 
zens admirably. It is a three^story brick, with cellar ondemeath, the fonn^ 
dation of cut stone. The roof is covered with slate, and is sormofmte^^ 
with a neat cupola, in which hangs a large bell. The whole length of tlM.^ 
building is one hundred feet, by sixty-six feet in width. The windows ar— ^^ 
large, and tastefully capped with cut stone ; all the sash are hung on pnlley^» 
Free and speedy egress is provided for by four double door entrances, one o :k: 
each side of the building, wide halls and double stairways* The first story 1 -m 
divided into four school rooms, each thirty-six b^ twenty-four feet, wit^S:^ 
a cap room attached ; height of ceiling, thirteen feet. On the second fioo:si 
are four school rooms, six cap rooms, and a directors' room ; height c^ "t 
ceiling on this floor, fourteen feet. On the third floor are two school room^ ^ 
six cap rooms, and a large audience room, fifty by thirty-three feet; heiglk^ 
of ceiling, sixteen feet. Every part of the building is finished in a nea.'C^ 
and liberal manner. The location is central, and well selected. It was th^? 
intention of the directors to have heated the building with steam, but hav^— 
ing been disappointed by the contractor, a large stove, of the Momin^g: 
Glory pattern, was placed in each room. All the rooms are furnished wit) 
Chase & Son's best iYimiture. 

A liberal supply of apparatus has been provided, embracing several pi< 
of chemical and philosophical apparatus ; sets of Guyot's wall maps, in — 
eluding the classical series ; globes ; geometrical solids ; astronomical charts *= 
Wilson's primary and object lesson cards ; arithmetical fhimes, Ac. Thc:=: 

rooms have been adorned, by teachers and pupils, with hanging baskets 

flower pots, vases, pictures, &c. 

The building will a jcommodate seven hundred pupils, and cost, includin^^ 
furniture and ground, $43,300. 

A commodious and well finished house, which a stranger might mistak^^ 
for a neat village church, has been erected on the Tarr Farm, in Complanter^;;^ 
at a cost of $3,000. Size forty-five by thirty, with ceiling sixteen feet froi 
floor. A fine belfry, with a good bell, adorns the house. 

Four commendable houses have been added to the school property oi 
Sugar Creek. These are to be furnished with iron frame furniture. 

A first class house, thirty-two by twenty-four feet, with ceiling eleven feet 
in the clear, has been built at Dempseytown, in Oakland, upon an acre lot, 
planted with trees ; cost, $1 ,000. This house is plastered, with hard finish, 
and all the wood-work is well painted. Two houses have been erected in 
Rockland. Cost, $1,148. Two, well finished, in Cherrytree; cost, $1,500. 
One in Plum ; one in Pinegrove ; one in Oil Creek, and one in Sandy Creek, 
on a lot of good size. Two log houses have given place to more sightly 
buildings. 

There now remains in this county but one representative of the former 
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gniidetiir of log sckool house architecture) and I have been informed by the 
guardians of that rt^lic, that its di^s are numbered, and that this year will 
remove it fit>m the pension lisU No more ^^ chinking I'' 

Graded Schools. — Of graded schools there were thirty-seven* Two of 
these were graded for the first time, And only during the winter* 

The citicens of Dempseytown (in Oakland) contended earnestly for a 
double house, and a central graded school, but the petty jealousy, which so 
t)ften e^sts between town and countiy, defeated the prcgect. 

A like effort is making to have a central high or graded school estab^ 
lished in Rockland. This is much needed, is feasible, and would be an 
economical and advantageous enterprise to that township 

The directors of Franklin, not satisfied with having merely a fine build*- 
ing, have placed in it a school worthy of the building* Employing a prin^ 
cipal, at a salary of $1,200, and eleven assistant teachers, all of whom are 
teachers of experience, eight having taught over five years; six uaving 
professional certificates, and three more being entitled to the same. 

The school 4 s divided into twelve grades, in which is embraced the whole 
course of study necessary to be pursued to fit a pupil to enter the Sopho^ 
more class of college*, or the middle class of a ladies' seminary. 

This school and building will compare favorably with any similar one in 
t^e State* 

ClassiJication. — Most of our schools were as well classified as could be 
expected. Poor classification often arises from an unwillingness on the 
4>art of the teacher to take the responsibility, or a disposition to pamper 
^he pr€|)udices or ignorance of parents and thus have ^^ an easy time*" 

A few of our schools are opened with prayer. In one hundred and sev- 
enty-three the Bible is read ; one hundred and thirty-nine practice singing. 
*The average number of spelling classes was three. Six thousand four hun- 
^clred and eighty pupils were taught the principles of orthography ; five 
iaundred and sixty eight were learning the alphabet ; one thousand one hun- 
dred and thirteen were reading in the first reader ; two thousand and ten 
^ n the fourth reader; of these fully one-half should have been in the second 
T:>r third reader ; two hundred and filly were reading in the fifth reader* 
AVhere this book was found, reading was generally poorly taught; one-half of 
^hose reading in it should have been in the third reader. The fifth or higher 
^"eader is mostly banished from our best schools. Five thousand three 
hundred and eight recited mental arithmetic ; two thousand seven hundred 
.^nd ninety-seven, written arithmetic ; two thousand one hundred and six» 
^een, geography ; one thousand and sixty, grammar ; three thousand two 
^lundred and forty-eight were writing ; one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety wrote compositions, and three thousand one hundred and nine de- 
claimed. A few were found studying higher mathemat\e%,Ti^\>\it^ %^\^\!k^^ 
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and the laogaages. In one hundred and twenty-seven schools object le 
sons were giren. Oral classes in several of the branches were found i 
most of our schools. Those reciting in these clases are not enumerated i 
the above list. 

Teachem, — An iniprovement in the teachers is shown by the followin 
statistics: Of the teachers employed during the year, twenty-seven p< 
cent proved No. 1, or good; forty two per cent.. No. 2, or fair; twentj 
eight per cent., No. 3, or average, and three per cent., worthless. Lai 
year they stood respectively eighteen, thirty-eight, forty and four per cen 
Of those who had read a work on teaching there were one hundred an 
ninety-three ; last year, one hundred and sixty-five ; who had taught lef 
than one year, fifty ; last year, forty-four ; who had no experience, twent; 
five; last year, twenty-six ; who had taught over five years, seventy-on< 
/last year, eighty-six. 

WQBK DONE BY StrERflfTEIinXNT. 

Examination B» — ^Thirty-nine examinations, all public, were held, at whic 
there were eighty-two directors, and 'four hundred and sixty-eight spectatoi 
in attendance. Of three hundred and ten applicants, sixty-eight were r 
jected, and one was granted a professional certificate. Of those rejectee 
nine had received certificates from me at previous examinations, and si: 
from other superintendents ; but those teachers being contented with pr 
sent attainments, soon found themselves below the standard. 

The average grade of certificates granted was 1.93 ; an improvement < 
.07 on last year. The introduction of United States History into the ce 
tificate, prevented a further improvement. Being a new branch to many < 
our teachers, the average figure was less on this branch than on any ottie 

The written method was more generally practiced at my examinatioi 
than in former years. In this way I saved time, and placed all the clai 
on an equality. In written arithmetic, geography, history and theory, 
select eight or ten comprehensive questions, requiring short answers. Whi 
these answers are written the manuscripts are changed, not exchangi 
among the teachers, and all the answers to each question read. Each a 
Bwer is marked from five to one, as it approximates correctness and fn 
uess, and the average of these constitutes the figure placed in the certificat 

By the class reading the answers each one sees his relative standin 
Directors and others can hear and compare. Thus the advantages of wr 
ten and oral examinations are combined. 

In the oral exercises criticising is encouraged to ascertain the ability ^ 
detect and correct errors, which is an essential in good teaching. 

i'ifiifatiovs. — Three hundred and three visits were made, being ten mo 
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traveled. The Normal school was twice visited, and a cotirse of four lec- 
tares there delivered. Seven edacational meetings and sixteen institutes 
were attended, and one hundred and forty* seven official letters written. 

• 

Institutes. — The largest Oonnty institute ever convened in Venango 
county^ was held in Oil City. One hundred and ten teachers were enrolled. 
An able corps of lecturers and instructors was present. Unbounded hos- 
pitality was shown by the citizens and directors. 

District institutes were held in four districts only. 

School Term. — It is gratifying to observe the gradual increase in the 
length of the school term. There are but three instances on record of a 
longer term of school than six months, in any district in this county, pre- 
vious to 1866. In that year one dibtrict had seven and one-half months, 
and another eight months. Last year one had seven, and two eight months 
each ; while this year two had seven ; four, eight, and one eight and two- 
fifths months. Eleven districts have increased the length of the term, a 
few have decreased the length, and the remainder had the same length as 
last year. The percentage of attendance was some greater than last year. 

WORK DONE BT OTHKR AOBNOIES. 

A seminary has been lately established at Emlenton, which we trust will 
do good work for our teachers and schools. 

Our Sabbath schools are waking up to the importance of adopting more 
natural methods of imparting religious truths, and are becoming more as- 
similated, in their methods of teaching, to our public schools. In a num- 
ber of Sabbath schools the black-board is ftreely used, and other instrumen- 
talities, which, until lately, were considered suitable only for the ^^day 
school." 

For suggestions in regard to desirable changes, I would respectfhlly refer 
to my last and previous reports. 



WARREN COUNTY.— W. M. Lindset. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN THE COUNTY. 

1. The first evidence of the progress of our public schools is seen in the 
increased amount of money that has been expended in the erection of 
houses. Last year the aggregate cost of the buildings erected for scIk ol 
purposes was something over $4,000; this year it is over $12,000. 
Seven new houses have been built during the year, as follows : 
Columbus, one; Deerfield, one; Farmingtbn, two; Pine Grove, one; 
Sonth-West, one, and Tidioute borough, one. All of these are neat and 
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comlbrtable frame houses, conveniently seated, and generaliy having^ not 
less than half an acre of play ground attached. The one at Tidioute i» a 
two-story Arame building, forty-six by filty-lour feet. There is oim enirance 
from the front, and on either side is' a winding stair leading to the second 
floor. The first floor is divided into two rooms of eqval size, twenty-three 
by forty-four feet. The second floor is also divided into two rooms^ each 
twenty-three b}*^ forty feet. From each of these rooms a door op^iM into 
a recitation room fotirteen by twenty-eight feet. The rooms are i^l fourteen 
feet high. The building is supplied with furniture of the most approved 
style and pattern. Attention has also been giv^n to ventilation* All the 
rooms are now heated by stoves, although the house is furnished with an 
under-grouiid apartment twelve by forty-six feet, so that a fVimace can be 
put in hereafter if thought {M*oper. The eotire cost of the building is 
$6,143. It will accommodate about three hundred pupils* The buMding, 
standing on an elevation near the centre of the town, presents a fine ap- 
pearance. From its second story tlie whole town, stretching for two miles 
along the Allegheny river, is clearly seen. Upon the whole, it is a struc- 
ture of which a good workman ^^ needeth not to be ashamed,'^ and reflects 
much credit upon those who had it in charge. 

The board of directors of Youngsville borough have passed resohitions 
to grade their schools, and build a union school house the coming year. 
I have not yet learned what the siae of the building i» to be* 

Work has already commeni^ed on a union school building in Irrineton. 
This town has been rapidly improving for the last lew years, and the inhabi- 
tants are determined that the educational interests of the place shall keep 
pace with its material growth. 

2. Another evidence of progress is seen in the increased amount of appa- 
ratus that has been purchased for our schools during the year. Last year 
there was little, if anything, expended for appai*atus. Tliis year the tota) 
amount expended for this purpose is $1,202 50. This money was nearly 
all laid out in purchasing globes, dictionaries and out-line maps. Cor}'- 
doD, Farmington, Sugar Orove, Columbus, Kinzua, Sbeffleld, Conewango, 
Limestone, Spring Creek, Eldred and Glade, each purchased globes for all 
the schools in their respective districts, while Corydon and Kinzua each 
purchased a Webster^s Unabridged Dictionary and a set of out-line maps 
for each of their schools. The whole number of globes sold in the county 
was seventy. The new houses were all reasonably well supplied with fur- 
niture, while some of the old ones have been furnished with new tables* 

3. Still another evidence of improvement is seen in the increased efforts 
teachers iire making to better qualify themselves for their work. Between 
forty and fifty works on the theory of teaching have been purchased by 
teachers during the year. If these books are well studied by the teachers 
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it mast reeiilt in material benefit to the schools. Wherever I find teachers 
who have read works on the theory of teachiDg, I find them taking a deeper 
interest in their schools, and more deeply imbued with a sense of the obli- 
gations they are onder to discharge well the responsible duties resting 
upon them. It creates a spirit of inquiry — a thirst for knowledge. Qet a 
^oang man to reading and you get him to thinking. Oet him to thinking 
iod there is no telling where his thoughts may lead him. The majority of 
)ar teachers are earnestly striving to improve their qualifications^ yet 
iDougfa of this class cannot be found to supply the demand, and we are 
obliged to issue certificates to a few who are not so conscientious, to make 
ip the number. But the day is coming when the latter class will have to 
ield their places to more active and progressive ones. There has been a 
light increase this year in the number of male teachers employed. About 
•ne-half the schools were well taught^ one-third were only ^^kept,*^ ten or 
welve might as well have been closed, and three or four were total failures. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONS BY SUPXBINTBNDENT. 

1. Thirty-three public examinations were held, at which two hundred and 
orty-four teachers were examined. Of this number, thirty were rejected, 
•nd two hundred and fourteen received certificates. No private examina- 
ioDs were granted, except by written request of directors, and then only 
Q extreme cases. A few certificates were endorsed. I endeavored to con- 
act the examinations fairly and impartially, grading the certificates ac- 
ording to my best judgment. Yet it would not be strange, if, in a class 
f twenty-five or thirty teachers, some should not receive quite as go^ 
ertiftcates as they might merit; or, if some should receive a little bet'U- 
lan they might deserve. No man is infallible that he cannot err. The 
Ksminations were generally well attended by directors and citizens. I 
enerally take occasion, at the close of the examinations, to ^alk to the 
eople on the importance of sustaining the public schools, point out the 
bstades in the way of improvement, and make suggestions to teachers, 
rawn from observation in the school room. Remarks are frequently made 
y directors to teachers, informing them of what is expected of them, in 
le way of keeping their reports, taking care of the houses, &c. 

2. All the schools were visited once, except two, which were not in session 
hen I was in the district, most of them twice, and several three times. 
1 all two hundred and thirty-seven visits were made, averaging about an 
>ar and three-quarters in duration. In some cases I was accompanied 
y directors. It would be both pleasant and profitable to have the oom- 
iny of these officers, but we cannot always take the time to hunt them up. 

early the same course was pursued in making my visits as given in my 
tst reports 
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S«Tef al lectuNS were deliyered at public neetings i« diflf^rest parts o] 
the eouBtj. Pic-nics for the children were told in many of the distvicts at 
the close of the summer term. These were always well fttteaded 1^ the 
patrofts of the schools. Addresses, were generally deli'^ved bj iDyaelf and 
others. I hare traveled during the year two thousand aBfl sbctecn mles; 
held one County institute ; attended several others in ad^iniug connties ; 
written one hundred and eighty-seven official letters, and spent two hun- 
dred and twenty-four days in official duties. 

3w The Comity institute was held i» Warren^ from Noveart)er 25th to 
November 30th, hkdusive. The increased number of tea((^ra in attend- 
ance, and the increased interest of the people in su)^>ortin9 this neeting* 
was Tery gratifying. Nearly every teacher waa entertained ftee of ehargc 
Although a few teachers w^re not very much benefitted, because they paid 
but little attention to the instnietion imparted, yet the Hiajority earned 
home many new ideas and methods which were introdoeed into their schools. 
The good efl<3cts of the institute were very noticeable to those visiting the 
schools. It was a wise act of our Legislature which . provided means for 
carrying on these meetinga. The facts concerning the institute have all 
been heretofore reported. 

EBUOATIONAL WORK DOini BY OTHER AOSIVCIBa 

1. FarmingtOQ district only kept up the district institutes. Others will 
establish them the coming year, 1 think. 

2. Jankes Osgood, Esq., acted as district superintendent of Sheffield difl^ 
trict, and J. C. Hamilton, Esq., of Sugar Qrove. I am not aware that there 
were any other district superintendents, although many secretaries took 
active parts in visiting the schools. More schools were visited by directors 
than during any year before, since my term of service began. Thia is truly 
encouragipg. One director, who has spent a good deal of time in visiting 
the schoola of his district, says: ^I can but think that the visitation of 
schools by the directors is productive of much good." Why canaot othef^ 
think so? I have noticed that the schools in the districts which hav« bad 
district superintendents are in the beat condition. There never was a time, 
to my recollection, when Warren county had as many good directors as it 
now has. This b^^okens brighter days. Good directors will always employ 
good teachers, and good teachera will make good schools. 

3. I have been unable to ascertain the exact number of private 8chooli» 
but I think there were not as many as last year. Most of thesa schools are 
only kept open during the vacation of the public schools. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAT OF IMPROVEMENT. 

1. The great obstaele in the way of improvement is the want of comp^ 
tent and experienced teachers. The teacher is the great movin power ^ 
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^e school room, and must give to the school whatever life and character 
it possesses. Consequently, where we have teachers of a low gi*ade, the 
inevitable result is a low grade of schools. There are too many schools 
only ^^kept," not taught. Yet I believe this is not altogether the fault of 
the teachers. When one of the wealthiest townships in the county will 
only pay ten dollars per month for teachers, it could not be expected that 
it would get competent ones. This low spirit of parsimony, manifested 
by school officers, is checking the spirit of progress among the teachers, 
shutting the doors to learning, paying a premium for ignorance, driving 
all our best teachers from the profession. Few teachers can buy their 
dothes for ten dollars per month. Many of the patrons of the schools are 
paying more for the girls who do their housework. Several good teachers 
have, during the year, left the profession, and gone to ^'working out," be- 
cause they could get better wages. I do not wish to be misunderstood in 
this connection. I am only speaking now of a few districts. Some of 
them are paying their teachers very generously, and are willing to increase 
the salaries, if necessary, to obtain good teachers. And the best teachers 
are all flocking to these districts, which leaves the schools in some of the 
districts in the hands of the incompetent. The best interests of the county 
imperatively demand some uniform system for the gradation of teachers' 
salaries, and that the salaries shall be commensurate with the importance 
of the work. There is no justice in paying the teacher of each school in 
the district the same salary. Every one will admit that the salary should 
be in proportion to the amount of ^ork done. The qualifications of some 
may render them capable of doing twice the w^rk that others would do. 
If so, they should receive twice the compensation. No one would think of 
paying a carpenter-s apprentice as much as the finished workman. Neither 
is there any principle of right that would pay a mere novice in teaching as 
much as one who has spent years of toil, and a large sum of hard-earned 
money, to prepare himself for his profession. Again, the grade of the 
school may demand a higher grade of talent, or it may require more labor 
to manage one school than another. If so, we must expect to pay a better 
salary. Labor will always seek an equivalent. Talent will everywhere 
seek its level. 

2. A want of a uniform series of text-books is greatly retarding the pro- 
gress of our schools. Every body knows that without a uniform series of 
books the school cannot be properly classified, and that the efficiency and 
progress of the school, in a great measure, depends upon the classification. 
Then why hesitate to make the books uniform in every district ? 

3. Irregularity of attendance is another serious drawback to the progress 
of our public schools. My views on this subject were given in my last re- 
port, and have not changed, in the least, since that time. On the contrary, 
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less it is made without sufficient reason, or fVom mercenary purposes ; a 
no one will venture to assign either of these influences for the course p 
sued. Such pleas, for the good of our «ystem, cannot be annoying 
liberal directors, and they will utter no complaint. 

Although unable to give exact numbers, enough is known to show tl 
a larger number of children have been attending schools during this y< 
than the preceding one. While something of this increase can be ci?edi1 
tp a greater population, it cannot all be accounted for by such, reason ; a 
a considerable |)krt of the increase is due to an enlivened public sentime 
and to the attractions of good schools through good teachers. The p 
centage of attendance most gratifyingly exceeds that of Jast year, ii 
majority of districts. Will the advocates of low compensation^ in a nu 
ner consistent with their position, account for the fact that well paid tea 
ers have larger schools, and better percentages than poorly paid teachei 
This remarkable coincidence between fair wages and high per cents of 
tendance, between poor wages and low per cents, ought to convince the m< 
incredulous. 

Some new school houses have been built ; and, although good^ in 1 
genenil acceptation of the word, they are not what they ought to be. B 
gettstown has built a good house, and furnished it with improved styles 
de^ks and seats. The schools of the village have been graded, and are 
successful operation. There are to be built this season a larger number 
new houses than during any preceding year since the outbreak of the w: 
and from the inquiries of directors concerning plans, furniture, Ac, 
are led to hope that the new structures will excel any of their predeoesso 

There continues to be much earnestness and effort on the part of teachi 
to improve their qualifications. Through a considerable body of teach< 
there pervade enthusiasm, zeal and devotion to the interests of eduoati< 
as well as activity and ambition for personal success. With this class th( 
is much esprit de corps ; and were there but sufficient pecuniary encouraj 
ment, there would soon be a body of teachers that would prove a powei 
the educational field. Words of praise only can be bestowed on the 
While there are many too far below the standard, yet there are but f 
destitute of proper motives and worthy aspirations. All are entitled 
the sympathies and encouragements of good citizens ; for, at its best, tea 
ing is an exhausting, annoying, poorly rewarded enployment. 

In regard to the educational sentiment, it is, on the whole, satisfactoi 
and I can but repeat the statements, made on this point, in last year's repo 
The body of the people are ever ready to maintain a high development 
our public schools ; aud I do not believe that the present status of c 
/school system is a fulfillment of the intentions of the people. 

Moral instruction has improved, and the minds of teachers are dwelling 
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better methodB, and a greater necessity for such cnliure. Some wbo have made 
adrerse reflections, on the lack of moral inflaences and effort, do not seem 
to know that ih% Bible is read in nine-tenths of the schools in the county ; 
that prayer is made by a respectable number of teachers ; that moral appli- 
cations of events and truths, as they transpire, are enforced ; that bad con^ 
duct and wickedness are punished, and that right is commended and made 
attractive. We repeat again, that it requires no remarkable discernment 
to perceive that the time is not far distant when tbe cbief labor of our 
schools will be the development of moral capacity and activity, rather than 
inteliectuaL 

THE WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

As there is the expectation that something be said about this feature, a 
summary of the monthly statements will present it as fairly as can be done : 

Whole number of days spent in official duties, two hundred and twenty- 
nine ; miles traveled, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-nine ; offi- 
cial letters written, two hundred and fifty- nine ; educational meetings held, 
twenty-three ; lectures delivered, twenty-three ; schools visited, one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight; addresses before schools, about one hundred and 
fifty ; candidates examined, four hundred and four ; public examinations, 
thirty-nine ; district institutes, three ; county institute, one. 

Few appreciate the amount of labor required by the office. Its duties 
are constantly increasing. Let all the work be collected into one view — 
riding hundreds of miles, visiting schools, attending the closing exercises 
of higher institutions, examining some hundreds of teachers, issuing as 
many certificates, writing letters in quantities, preparing lectures, deliver- 
ing lectures, collecting questions for examinations, reviewing and record- 
ing district reports, writing advertisements and circulars, and getting the 
same printed and distributed, preparing an annual report, holding the 
yearly institute, distributing documents and blanks, reading professional 
works and current literature, meeting officers and citizens in official con- 
ferences, these and other things besides — who will say that the office is an 
easy one ? ^ 

The lectures delivered during the year were well received ; and many 
times the audiences surpassed expectation. Sometimes adverse criticisms 
were made, but there was always a declaration of loyalty to the system, 
and of a desire for its improvement.' It is quite certain that good results 
followed this means.. 

No part of the work was more agreeable than school visitations, and 
regret that the great extent of the count}', and pressing work of other kinds 
prevented my visiting as many as I desired. I am persuaded that a Super 
intendent should pass among the schools of his county, giving encourage 
nient to people, teachers and scholars, and getting impressions of the con 
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ditions of the work. But that every school should be visited does not seet^H 
to be demanded, especially in a large county. 

The annual County institute was the most important educational even 
of the year. It was pronounced the best meeting of the kind ever held i^= 
the county. The proceedings, with quite copious reports of nearly all th^ 
lectures and addresses, have been printed in a thick pamphlet. The publics^ 
tion contains considerable matter collated fh)m the operations of the office 
as well as material directly prepared by the Superintendent. Among th^ 
lecturers and instructors were Prof. F. A. Allen, of Tioga county ; Prof^ 
A. Burtt, of Pittsburg ; Prof. W. W. Woodruff, of Chester county; Prof^ 
N. B. Crysler, of New York. Of home talent employed, there were Rev— . 
W. A. Davidson, D. D., Unconscious Tuition ; Rev. R. Y. Dodge, MentaS. 
Science applied to the Work of Instruction ; Rev. W. B. Watkins, Th^ 
Use and Abuse of English Words ; Rev. J. D. Herr, The Utility of Know— 
ledge ; Rev. R. C. Welsh, Common Schools — The Safe-Guards of the Re— 
public ; Rev. D. A. Pierce, Teacher and Preacher Compared ; Prof. W. 
M'Mechen^ of Wheeling, The Bible as an Educational Power ; Rev. J. R. 
Crane, Educational Effects on Civilization. 

The higher educational institutions of the county have enjoyed satisfac* 
tory success. Washington and Jefferson college is to be consolidated at 
one place. The experiment of separation has been unsatisfactory, and a 
rivalry for the honor of having the institution is springing up between sev- 
eral towns. The people of Washington county are just as capable of sus- 
taining and appreciating this college as the people of any other section ; 
and it ought to be retained in the county with which it is identified in growth 
and progress. A proper management, at this juncture, will give to Penn- 
sylvania one of the first institutions of our country — a peer of Yale, or 
Harvard, or the University of Michigan. 

Washington Female seminary, and Pleasant Hill seminary, West Mid- 
dletown, have enjoyed prosperity throughout the ^ear. South- Western 
Normal school, California, has continued in growth and success. Its new 
and extensive buildings are in process of erection, and, before long, it will 
be offered to the proper authorities for acceptance as a State Normal school. 

The common school cause receives the sympathy and influence of the 
leading men in the profession. Able clergymen, lawyers, and ph3'sicians 
are its avowed friends ; while our journalists are ever ready, with an open 
column, for educational matter, either original, or contributed. Indeed, I 
must, in a special manner, express my sincere thanks for the many favors 
conferred by all our journals. And, in this connection, with a view of so 
much influence before me, the exclamation cannot be avoided — How great 
the results^ were all this latent friendship and energy set free and acting 
for our schools ! Our pulpits ought to speak oftener than they do, on the 
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dtities of parents, and the higher demands of the new eras in which their 
children wil live. Let all prayers contain a petition for blessings on our 
schools. Let ministers visit them frequently, delivering brief addresses, 
entertaining and encouraging, and praying for school officers, teacher and 
cliildren. 

The annulment of professional certificates has thrown a new responsi- 
bility on the present Superintendents, and one not likely to promote their 
popularity, if faithfnUy discharged. To issue them to some of acknowledged 
competency, without examination, would seem but Just ; yet, the Superin- 
tendent must set up a boundary somewhere ; and those upon the adverse 
side of it are not likely to acknowledge the propriety of their exclusion. 
If all should be required to pass an examination, the first class would re- 
gard the procedure t. n exercise of undue authority, if not tyranny. 
^^Why," they ask, ^^ should we, whose reputations ai*e undisputed, be called 
Qpon to undergo examinations?'' Thus Scylla and Charybdis are ever 
threatening. However, a Saperintendent who discreetly does his whole dut^', 
will secure the approval of all fair and reasonable minds. 

Eight teachers in this county have received permanent certificates, and 
they ate worthy of the honor. Some applications did not meet the ap- 
proval of the Superintendent. It has been deehied best not to send the 
blanks to parties which, if returned for his signature, could not receive it. 
Let it be hoped that the committee will assume the ^^ checking" privilege, 

not cast it all on the Superintendent. 

might recommend a considerable number of improvements, in detail, to 
otir system ; but it is a fundamental change that again is brought forward 
to public attention. It is investing the teacher with such privileges and 
prerogatives as shall levate him in social position and influence, and make 
his counsels weighty in shaping the policies and regulating the administra- 
tion of educational afiiairs. Now, the teacher is a servant, the limits of 
whose sphere is set up without his consent. No one listens to his dicta- 
tions or complaints, because he has not power enough to enforce respect. 
To remain a teacher is to remain a bondman ; hence, emancipation can only 
be found in quitting the occupation. Yet the teachers make annually a 
contribution of unpaid service equal in value to one-third of the aggregate 
cost of the system. Notwithstanding, they have no voice in deliberative 
councils, not even to determine the rules for their own regulation. It is 
idle to talk of a "profession of teaching," while those who profess to be- 
long to it have not the privilege to determine a rule for their own practice, 
which needs no conformation by a body of men avowedly knowing but lit- 
tle about the emplo3*ment. Enfranchise the; teacher, and commit to his 
hands, in conjunction with present authorities, something of the govern- 
ment of the system. 



256 WAYNE COUNTY. 

Feeling deeply thaukftil for the many blessings that have flowed from 
the Divine hand, and expressing my obligations to my many ftriends for 
favors shown, I conclude, with the hope that our work will he more faith* 
folly done, and that better results will be accomplished during the year 
now begun. 



WAYNE COUNTY--JER. E. Hawkie. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

Amongst the various signs of improvement for which we feel grateftil) 
and for which we. have to thank the growing appreciation of the people for 
intelligent and energetic directors, is the vacating of the old, dilapidated, 
disease-breading hovels of the past, and in their stead placing structures 
that are alike an ornament to their neighborhood, and a credit to humanity. 
Honesdale has, during the year, completed the improvements mentioned 
in my last report as being in contemplation. The directors of Preston 
have built two new houses ; the one at Lake Como being a model school 
Iiouse, reflecting much credit on the public spirit of the citisens of the place, 
as I understand they liberally contributed the money for the extra work 
required for its completion. Damascus has also built three new houses ; 
Scott, two; Buckingham, one; Manchester, one; Berlin, one; Canaan, 
one; Sterling, two ; Bethany, one, and Mount Pleasant, one. The County 
Normal school is also doing good work, having become a permanent insti* 
tution. The library for the use of teachers is also a fixed fact ; teackiers 
can now procure works on the theory and practice of teaching, without 
being obliged to furnish themselves at their own expense. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Vtaitations. — It is almost, or I might say, quite impossible to aocom* 
plish all that should be accomplished by the visitation of schools in this 
county, as they are for the most part in session during July and August, 
when few pupils are in attendance, or in the winter season, when owing to 
the severity of the weather, it is quite out of the question to travel more 
than half the time. The past winter has been one of unusual severity, and 
if the schools have not all been visited it must be placed to the account of 
the weather. During the year I have traveled over two thousand miles, and 
made two hundred and fifty-two visits, or I might say calls, as it is impos- 
sible to remain more than an hour or so at each school and visit them all ; 
hence, my aim has been, in these short visits, to do them the greatest amount 
of good in the least possible time. This I have endeavored to do by takiog 
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immediate charge of the school, and going through with such exercises as 
I thought would he most conducive to its welfare. I have also during my 
visits made a specialty of calling the attention of pupils and teachers to the 
importance of paying strict regard to their health, by pointing out to them 
such simple rules as were easily understood and remembered. 

Examinations. — This is the most responsible as well as the most disa- 
greeable duty devolving upon the Superintendent, owing to the superficial 
preparation attempted by candidates for certifi6ates ; the knowledge that 
is acquired for the purpose of an examination merely, is often of little value 
or effect as mental culture, compared with that knowledge which is pur- 
sued for its own sake. When a person gives his mind to any subject of 
study, on account of a genuine wish to understand it, he follows its rea<- 
sonings with care and thought. On the other hand, when he studies for an 
examination only, he does not wish particularly to understand, but to ap- 
pear to understand; he cares little for unsolved difficulties in his own mind 
if they are undetected by the Superintendent ; hence, when any such may 
chance to be rejected, most every reason but the right one will be given as 
the cause for rejection, and, as a matter of course, the Superintendent will 
be censured. I have held twenty-four public examinations, examined two 
hundred and fifty-two candidates, rejected twenty-four, and granted two 
liundred and thirty-five certificates during the year. The opposition by 
the teachers, to public examinations, is fast disappearing, and, as a matter 
of course, when the teachers attend in goodly numbers there is no lack of 
general interest by directors and other friends of education. 

Normal SclwoL — We have held two sessions during the year, the first 
commencing the first Monday in September, and the last commencing the 
first Monday in March, and continuing in session eleven weeks each. The 
charge for tuition, including incidentals, for each term, was five dollars ; 
the number in attendance preparing to teach averaged seventy. We have 
endeavored to so conduct the school that the pecuniary burdens upon the 
pupils should be as light as possible. The price of board, including light 
and fire, was three dollars and fifty cents per week for females, and four 
dollars per week for males, while those wishing to economize still further, 
could rent rooms at a mere nominal price and board themselves, and the 
result has been, it has given a large number^^of our teachers an opportunity 
to attend school whose limited means would not have allowed them the 
privilege under any other circumstances. 

Institute. — The annual County institute was held in Hawley, commencing 
on the 19th, and dosing on the 23d of May. The attendance was very 
satisfactory, one hundred and seventy-eight teachers being present. The 
attendance of spectators was also very good, particularly at the evening 
sessions, and were it not for the inclemency of the weather, no doubt every 
IT School Rip. 
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teacher in the county would have been present. Drills in the yariooi 
branches taught in our common schools were kept up from day to da}* 
The spelling match was a very animated affair, and has contributed mucl 
to the general interest now being taken to revive the old love for evening 
spelling schools. The three prizes of fifteen, ten and five volumes of th< 
Teachers' Library, contributed by A. S. Barnes & Co., through their gentle 
manly agent, Mr. A. P. Flint, were won by Misses Emma Evans, Melissi 
Atkinson and Angeline M'MuUen. 

The able and valuable support rendered by Messrs. Rodman, Torrey anc 
Fowler, and the Misses Potter, Henderson, Stoddard, together with th< 
able lecturer Rev. W. W. Welsh, stamped the institute of 1861 as one ol 
the moht successful ever held in this county. 

Committee on Permanent Certifwaten. — The committee on permanent 
certificates, composed of Messrs. James S. Rodman, 0. L. Fowler, Robert 
Hall, and Misses Mary Church and Angeline M'Mullen, is in every wa} 
competent, and were almost unanimously elected to their positions. 

Teachers^ Association. — The association is in a very prosperous condi 
tion, having received large accessions to its ranks during the institute. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

Obstacles reported as being in the way, last year, have not, as yet, been 
removed, but have been somewhat modified. The publishing of a detailed 
statement of receipts and expenditures by school boards is, as before, gen 
eraily neglected ; as is also the proper auditing of accounts. The keeping 
open of schools during the hot months of July and August is not only f 
waste of money and time, but is downright cruelty to the little childrer 
who, instead of being obliged to swelter in the hot, suffocating air of th< 
school room, should be allowed to roam the fields almost at will. The shor) 
term principle is also very detrimental to success ; as is also the frequem 
changing of teachers. Under the present system of two short terms, insteac 
of one long one, it is almost out of the question to make the visits of th< 
County Superintendent productive of much good. This, together witl 
asking directors to serve without pay, is well calculated to make the posi 
tion of school officers the target for all grumblers to fire at. But whethei 
all, or part of these obstacles aud abuses can be removed by legislation, h 
a question as yet undecided. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

9 

The select school of Mr. and Mrs. Rodman still continues to supply w 
with several additional good teachers each year. The academy at HoUis 
tervUle is also doing its share ; but I regret to announce that one of ooi 
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most earnest and I might say ablest laborers in the cause of education, and 

one whose services will be greatly missed by the young teachers of his 

locality, has been called to his reward. Harvey W. Mitchell has gone to 

that bourne from whence no traveler returns. May his mai^ virtues be 

cherished by the large circle of warm friends left to mourn his early denkh. 

To the kindness of the editors of our countj^ papers, Wayne C#unty 

Herald and Wayne Citizen, (formerly Republic,) we are indebted.fer majny 

faYors, as also to the friendly wishes of many of the old edacatMt Af the 

county ; also to the generous hospitality of the citizens of Hawley, during 

the session of the institute. The names of such public spirited men as G. 

T. Taft, Joseph Soliday, John S. Atkinson, Thomas Bumes, and their 

neighbors, will long be held in grateful remembrance by their thankful 

guests. 



.WESTMORELAND COUNTY— J. S. Walthour. 

The past year has been one of steady progress and general prosperity. W 
hare been ^^on the wing" most of the time since the Ist of August, 186\ 
visiting schools, school officers, institutes and associations. A brief ac 
count of each of these visits would, in the aggregate, make too long a story 
and therefore must forego the pleasure of telling it. Our eyes have how 
ever been gladdened and our heart rejoiced with the evidences on e^ery 
hand that our schools are moving steadily forward, notwithstanding the 
iieavy drafts made upon the pockets of the people in the way of taxation 
All honor to the true and earnest men and women who have consecrated 
their lives to this great work. 

EDUCATIONAL PROQBSSS IN THK COUNTY. 

Houses. — Erected during the past year : Burrell township, one, a very 
good frame house, location very good ; Penn, one, location good, an entire 
new district ; Derry, one, this house is on Chestnut ridge, a new district, 
to accommodate a few who would otherwise be deprived of the means of an 
education ; St. Clair, two, first-class brick houses, with proper regard t 
ventilation and location ; East Huntingdon, one, a first-class brick house 
heated with two stoves, in a most desirable location, and one of the best 
houses in. the township; Hempfield, three, first-class frame houses, on the 
latest improved style, locations good, with proper regard to size and ven- 
tilation ; Rostra ver, two, frame, with all the latest improvem mts, an oma 
ment to the township ; Allegheny, one, a large frame house, the best in the 
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township) location good ; Unity, one, a plain but neat frame honse, a littk 
too small ; West Newton borough, one, a first-class brick house, with sis 
study rooms and one large hall, located on a beautiftil lot in the centre o: 
the town. The lot is being enclosed with & neat, substantial paling fence 
is tastefully laid out with walks and planted with shade trees and shrub 
bery. Greensburg has perhaps the best house for conrenience, in th< 
county; contains six study rooms, one library room, and one large hall 
seven te^ehers employed, with three hundred and sixty pupils in attendance 
The external appearance of the building is the finest architecture ; th< 
grounds enclosed with a neat paling fence, laid ont with walks, and plantec 
with the choicest trees and shrubbery; great attention given to havi 
everything, in and out of the building, look the best. If allowed space w< 
could enumerate, in the above way, improvements made all over the oonnty 
The school directors for the last few years, in this county, have done an ex 
cellent work in regard to building houses. Prior to this time go when 
you would, in borough or rural district, the school houses always stood ii 
disgraceful contrast with every other building designed for public or pri 
vate use. And yet a few of the same sort left, scattered here and there all 
over the county. But every year adds some new improvement to the con- 
.^truction and arrangement of these edifices. The last year has been marked 
with a decided degree of prosperity in this particular. Good houses have 
been built notwithstanding the opposition. What is more favorable in this 
direction, the election of the proper persons to the responsible office oi 
school director. We occasionally meet with a few of the old kind, (perhaps 
illiterate,) who are disposed to build on a small, cheap plan ; but proud 
to say the majority are men of education, principle and liberality, they 
have the ruling power and the right spirit ; therefore, act independently 
and do things up right. We gladly hail the day when this will be the re- 
sult in all districts, when our best men will be the school directors, and 
when our county will have the best school houses. On the man depends 
our success. 

Grounds- — The grounds are nearly all of suitable size, from a half to 
two acres, and are now generally well selected ; convenient to good run- 
ning springs of water, but not enclosed and planted with shade trees, as 
they should. North Huntingdon township, one of twenty-two rural dis- 
tricts, is the ouly one that has trees planted on the grounds, and in a fine 
growing condition. Directors very frequently talk of this important mat- 
ter, but ends in talk ; occasionally they meet when a new house is built to 
clean up the school, but quit before the work is half completed. Some- 
times this kind of work is left for the teacher and pupils to do; in many 
instances not even steps are put to the door, in order that pupils can with 
safety go in and out. ^Grounds left in this condition make school a dul 
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plAce. We make it a rule to call the attention of directors to thi0 particn- 

lar point of school matters. 

Furniture. — The fomiture, in many respects, is better than last year ; 
in many 'schools not as complete however as it should be, nor always of tlie 
right kind. Still, the furniture in a majority of the houses is good, eom- 
fortable and conyenient for present purposes, though the most of it is quite 
plain. Of modern style furniture we have but little. In boroughs only, 
where we have graded schools, large and commodious houses, the furniture 
is all of the most improved style and complete. 

There are still a few houses in which the benches and desks are not only 
ancomfortable, but highly injurious to the health of the unfortunate beings 
whose hard lot it is to occupy them. This is the case, I am sorry to sa^ , to 
a certain extent, in one of our wealthiest townships. In nearly all the 
schools we find more or less furniture, as follows : Teachers' desks, three 
or four ehairs, coal boxes, bucket, brooms, with an abundance of heating 
apparatus. Ventilation not too commendable everywhere. All have black- 
boards ; extensive black-board surface is to be found in nearly all the houses ; 
although, in some few instances, to a very limited extent ; in the very old 
houses, much too small. Teachers are awakened on black-board teaching, 
and, in many instances, refuse to teach where such furniture is not to be 
found ; if he be good, the citizens very soon make an effort to have a good 
black-board. I know of one teacher who had three made in one term be- 
fore he was satisfied. The attention of directors is called to the importanoe 
of large black-boards, coated with prepared slating ; also, some means of 
ventilation. 

Apparatus. — ^We have globes in ten townships, furnished by the directors ; 
nearly all have globes provided by the teachers. All the districts have 
Comeirs out-line maps, a few are furnished with the large maps of the 
world, United States, &c« Astronomical charts are found in nearly all the 
schools. It cannot be expected that costly apparatus will be used ex- 
tensively until other improvements are made ; however, we think th^re is 
an increasing interest on this subject. Some of the teachers have small 
globes, and other appliances, for the purpose of imparting instruotioc, 
which are a source of improvement and gratification to the scholars. I 
also know, from remarks freely expressed by teachers, that if the con.pen« 
sation received for services would permit of the outlay, many teac>.er» 
would upply themselves with those appliances that assist so much in im- 
parting instruction to the scholars. Proper apparatus is to the teacher, 
what improved machinery is to the farmer or the mechanic. No teacher 
can teach to the best advantage without it. Many articles of school appa- 
ratus are found in our schools ; yet comparatively few are well supplied. 
I knew of a teaeher, last winter, who quit three days, in order to make 
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Ik gl0l)e fbr his own use, haying pTeviously come to the conclusian 
geography could not be successfully taught without one. 

Chraded Schools^ — The whole number of graded schools the same a ast 
year. The public school system will never attain that degree of perfe .on 
earnestly desired, until a proper system of grading is introduced into the 
schools. The advantages of graded over ungraded schools are so numerous 
and evident, that no lengthy arguments are necessary to convince persons 
of the importance of establishing them, wherever the pophlation will pos- 
sibly warrant it. Directors are beginning to see the importance of these 
kind of schools ; they talk about it, and better than all, they are building 
he houses. North Huntingdon, St. Clair, and Fairfield townships are 
each building houses for two grades ; Irvin borough, fbur grades ; Mount 
Pleasant borough, four grades. Oraded schools have been in operation in 
the county for many years, and there is not a single instance, where suita- 
ble teachers were selected, that they have proved a failure. It too frequently 
happens that inferior teachers are employed, particularly in the lower de- 
partments of graded schools ; these sometimes bring the system into dis- 
repute ; but place the same teachers into ungraded schools, and their pe^ 
formance is still less satisfactory. The time has come when competent 
teachers are required in every department of the schools. Those teachers 
ifho boast that they possess sufficient knowledge to teach primary schools, 
will find, to their sorrow, that their places will soon be occupied by thoee 
who are competent to teach any school. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BT SUPERINTENDENT. 

ExandnaHon%, — ^Whole number of public examinations held, twenty- 
seven ; private, four ; applicants, three hundred and sixty-five ; males, two 
hundred and ten, females, one hundred and fifty-five; number rejected, 
foffty^six ; males, nineteen, females, twenty- seven ; provisional certificates 
issued, three hundred and nine ; to males, two hundred, females, one hun- 
dred and twenty-three ; professional examinations held, one ; applicants, 
fifteen ; all passed ; males, ten, females, five ; professional renewed, seven. 
We have thirty-two professional certificates in the county, all others 
expired 1st of June, 1868. Permanent certificates, nine. Many of the 
eechers whose certificates expired last June, are going to quit the profes- 
icn, turning their attention to farming, mercantiling, &c., &c. My exami* 
itions are partly oral, and partly written ; care is exercised te put ques- 
if no that involve principles, rather than extreme intricacy. Each appli- 
:*at is allowed sufficient time, in every branch, to solve the most difficult. 
The answers are marked from one to five, according to their merit, and 
their averages determine the numbers on the certificate ; in no case did we 
mvtk below three and one-half. The reasons for having the examinations 
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partly written^ are to economize time, to keep all the members of the class 
employed, and to give such as cannot express themselves so readily, an op- 
portunity to write out part of their answers. Entirely written examinations 
Are not satisfactory to the directors ; and they are the proper persons to 
employ teachers according to their qualifications. The examinations were 
well attended by teachers ; an average of nearly fifteen applicants in each 
class ; full boards of directors in attendance at seventeen meetings, and on 
every occasion full houses of spectators. The average of the certificates 
was higher than last year, on account of the surplus of applicants. 

Visitations. — I closed the arduous duties of visiting, for the year ending 
June, 1868, March 9th. We have three hundred and two schools. All 
were visited once ; sixty-three, twice ; thirty-six, thrice, and seventeen, four 
times ; an average of three per day. Traveled one thousand four hundred 
and forty miles. But with the amount of labor and travel connected with 
super intendency, it is utterly impossible to accomplish that amount of work 
of good as would be necessary to each school ; visits should not be of less 
duration than three hours. We must, however, content ourselves with pos- 
sibilities, in order to visit over three hundred schools, through part moun- 
tainous county. No idler need be the person to do it. My mode of visit- 
ing about the same as last year. The object was to judge of the merits of 
the teacher in practical teaching, correct errors in teaching, collect infor- 
mation respecting the schools, and encourage teachers and pupils in their 
labors. I always make it a rule to give adtice and instruction, Especially 
to young teachers. Every school should have at least two visits ; the ex- 
pectation of receiving another official visit before the close of the term 
might stimulate many teachers to perform their duties more effectually. 

Institutes. — The County institute met at the county seat, Greensburg, 
on Tuesday, October 1st, and continued in session five days. The greater 
part of the work was done by our own teachers, with the assistance, how- 
ever, of Prof. Kidd, Prof. Cooper, Edinboro', and Gen. Frazer, of Bellv- 
fonte. The discussions, lectures and other exercises were of an interesting 
character, reflecting great credit upon the executive committee, under who«fC 
management the institute was conducted. Two hundred aud forty-five 
teachers were present, out of three hundred and two. And the citizens 
of the town and vicinity manifested their high appreciation of the meetings 
by attending in large numbers, upon the day and evening lectures. 

District Institutes. — Institutes were held in ail the townships. It is the 
law in our county. Boroughs and independent districts would generally 
connect themselves to the nearest institute in that particular locality. 1 n 
every district where a majority of the teachers had their hearts in their pro- 
fession, and had a few competent teachers to lead, the institutes were a 
^access. The causes of failure are mainly to be attributed to the malignant 
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opposition of some of the teachers, the total indifference of others, and the 
want of ability to lead. This is especially true where a district is composecl 
principally of female teachers. The most zealous workers of the system^ 
teachers directors and citizens, were principally in fiEivor of the institutes* 
The opposition arose chiefly through ignorant, narrow-minded and selfislk 
teachers ; and to some extent many of our teachers who had professionaE 
certificates opposed institutes, for no other reason but selfishness. If the 
teachers would do but half their duty towards supporting the institutes, the 
directors and people would heartily sustain^them and none of the oppo- 
sition. 

Teachers, — Two-thirds of our teachers were males. We yet have oppo- 
sition to female teachers. No particular reason assigned ; principal objec- 
tion, because they can't govern as well as males ; their qualifications are^ 
not objected to. The success of teachers was not in all cases the mosU 
fiattering ; however, nearly all succeeded well. In some districts it wao. 
highly commendable, while in others it was much less, and in some few 
cases entire failures. Owing to the prejudice against females, I was obliged 
to grant certificates to male teachers that would otherwise have been with- 
held. A larger number of males were employed than in former years, and 
wherever they were properly encouraged, gave general satisfaction. If 
our female teachers were properly encouraged they would give equal satis- 
faction, as much so at least as many of inferior males. We have some No^ 
1 female teachers in old Westmoreland county. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONB BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Directors, — Of these we have a majority active, noble-minded and edu- 
cational, living directors, to whom we can entrust the cause of educittion 
and the promotion of common school instruction. The day has gone by 
when directors are going to build shanties for school houses. Instead of 
building 8-by-lO houses, they build commodious houses, 40 by 42» In a 
few districts we find them a little tainted with old fogyism. The day is 
shining brighter; those ideas are forgotten as soon as their neighbors build 
good houses. We see a spirit of competition, and they go and do likewise. 

We notice the last year directors are building more and better coal 
houses and out houses. A noble feature, we think, in the right direction. 

District Superintendent — ^No oflice of this kind in the county. Direc- 
tors usually divide the schools in the district among themselves, giving to 
each an equal share of the schools to visit once a month and as often as 
convenient. 

Pulpit, — The visits by ministers are f<dw and far between ; they seem to 

. stand isolated from our common schools ; yet there are a few instances in 

which the clergy have visited our schools regularly once or twice a months 
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with the desired effect. A number have given their support to our county 

and district instit^ites. Four regular licensed ministers were regular teach 

era in our county last year — one an aged doctor in the profession. 

Academies^ — We have one which is doing a good work — ^the means of 
preparing young men for higher institutions of learning and for the work 
of teaching. It is to be regretted, however, that it is not as largely at- 
tended as it should be. 

Sermnaries. — We have no regular established institution of this kind in 
bhe county; ^not much to our credit." Attempts have been made at differ- 
ent times, but all prove a failure. 

Press. — ^We have no educational journal in the county, but the local 
>ress is doing a good work for our schools by opening its columns for edu- 
^tional articles at any time when the Superintendent, teachers and directors 
eel disposed to contribute to its columns such matter as may interest the 
"eading community, on subjects pertaining to popular education. 

Normal Schools. — Of these we have six. No regular established insti- 
iution during the whole year. Open from April September. One at 
^ew Salem with fifty students ; Greensburg one, with seventy students ; 
Latrobe one, forty students ; Madison one, with forty students ; West New- 
on and Ligonier, each from thirty to fifty students. All these schools are 
idapted to preparing teachers principally for the school room. In a few 
nstances the higher branches are taught, together with the languages. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures were read as a devotional exercise 
n two hundred and ninety-eight schools ; the plan generally adopted for 
his exercise in the morning, as follows : Teacher calls the school to order; 
he whole school rises ; teacher selects from ten to twelve verses of some 
)ortion of the Bible, reads the first stanza, the whole class follows in unison, 
kc, &c. Forty-two schools opened with prayer. No other instruction 
mly as necessity demanded it. 

Salaries — Teachers are better paid, owing to better qualifications. The 
.verage salary was thirty-seven dollars per month, with prospects of being 
till better the coming year. In townships ^vlnre forty and forty-five dol- 
urs were paid, directors will pay fifty. Whoi o thirty and thirty-five dol- 
Eirs were paid, they will pay forty. Direci is are willing to pay wages, 
>ut the laborer must be worthy of his hire. Teachers who cannot make 
ut a correct monthly report are not fit to have charge of a school. One 
oo ignorant to make it, lacks the literary qualifications of a teacher ; and 
ne too lazy is unfaithful to his duties, and unfit exemplar of the pupil. 
lU these traits come under the immediate observation of the director, and 
re held, in reserve until the hiring of teachers, when the charges will be 
ecorded against them. If found guilty of any of those charges, no hire 
r low wages. 
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Text-Books. — Directors throughout the county are succeeding in having 
adopted a uniform series of text-books. All the districts have, in part, 
adopted a uniformity. Ten districts have adopted entire. Quite a revo- 
lution has taken place in this particular last summer. We hope to be able 
to report a general uniformity in the county in our next report. 

Public Sentiment — Public sentiment is decidedly in favor of our com- 
mon schools. I have heard scarcely a word spoken against the schools or 
the school law during the last year. What the people want are resuUs^BH^. 
the schools are now imparting these. The people of old Westmoreland 
(the Star of the West) have confidence in t}ieir schools. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

Teachers, — One principal obstacle in the way of improvement is to 
youth and inexperience of the teachers, the older and more experienced 
finding that they can do better in money matters at something else ; ther^ 

I 

fore the want of older and more experienced teachers, longer school terms 
and higher wages. Not sufficient interest is manifested in the schools by 
teachers who teach only for a stepping towards something more lucrative. 

Irregular Attendance. — Irregular attendance is one of the most alarms 
ing evils of our schools, and all judicious measures to remedy it should be 
immediately tried. The delinquents not only stand in the way of their own 
advancement, but retard the progress of others as well as discourage the 
teacher. At many of our township institutes teachers are discussing the 
propriety of having a law compelling pupils to attend school. 

Wages. — Teachers' wages should be graded according to the qualifier' 
tions and success in teaching. Paying the same salaries to all the teachers « 
as has been too much the custom, is nothing more or less than paying 
premium on laziness and recklessness, which discourages the worker to 
great extent on being put on an equality with the illiterate. 

MEANS CALPULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

1. It is our opinion that if Ibe minimum term of school allowed by lav^ 
were six months, instead of fuur, with the increase of State appropriation^ 
our schools would do better. Six of our districts have now six months^ 
ten five months, two boroughs eight months, the balance four months. Omr" 
county is prepared for five months, if not six ; the sooner the better. 

2. The compensation of directors, and reduced to three, and the duties 
of the office be made obligatory. 

3. The fixing of Superintendents' salaries according to the number of 
schools. 

Thanks. — To the school directors, teachers and friends of education 
generally, I return my sincere thanks for the promptness with which my 
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efforts were seconded, and the uniform hospitality that I invariably re- 

eelFed at their hands. 

Conclvsum. — ^Before closing this my second annaal report, I would add, 
that the past year has been one of educational revival in this county. Our 
teachers becoming more zealous and enthusiastic, and laboring with com- 
mendable zeal and fidelity in the cause of common schools. Directors are 
ancoun^ng and holding out stronger inducements to faithfol and success- 
(hi teachers. The coming year is fbll of hope and promise. Let us remem- 
3er that we have but begun a great work. Much has been accomplished, 
>ut more still remains to be done. To you then directors, teachers and 
Triends I appeal for ,aid, hoping that we may all unite in advancing and 
perfecting this most noble cause. May it be infused with new life and 
ictivity during the ensuing year. Let us eradicate the hostility and in- 
lifllerence that still exists. Let us persevere until the common schools of 
this county are looked upon as the proudest monuments of the intelligence 
of our people. 

Lfistly — To the Department I return my sincere thanks for the many 
acts of kindness, counsel and advice received. 
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SDUOATIOVAL PBOQRE8S IN THE OOUNTT. 

Two schools were graded during the past year. One in Braintrim, and 
one in Nicholson, number two, independent district. These schools are 
accommodated by suitable new two-story houses, which were built during 
the year. One substantial one- story school house was built in Eaton, and 
one in Falls, both great improvements on the miserable structures which 
they re-placed. 

Quite an improvement is seen in the arrangement of furniture in the new 
houses. The plan of arranging seats and desks, around the wall, seems to 
be abandoned. Good and convenient seats* and desks may be found in the 
new houses, and larger and better black-boards than those usually found in 
the older buildings. Some of our houses are furnished with out-line maps, 
and some with globes, yet none can be considered as being well supplied 
with apparatus. Nearly all of the districts have a diversity of text-books, 
which renders classification almost impossible. This retards the progress 
of the schools, to an extent heretofore not fully realized by directors and 
patrons. Directors should adhere to the law, and cause an immediate 
change, which will probably give better satisfaction than a gradual one. 

The qualifications of a majority of the teachers are deficient, both in a 
knowledge of the branches required to be taught, and in professional skill. 
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Among the teachers actually engaged in teaching at the time of visiti 
the schools, four had attended Normal schools, sixty-two had road workc 
on the theory of teaching, and ten had attended the County institute. In a 
majority of the districts, teachers' salaries were advanced from one to six 
dollars per month. The salaries are much too low to obtain a supply of 
first-class teachers. 

In a number of districts regular monthly visits were made by directors, 
while in a few visitation was almost entirely neglected. The general inter- 
est in our common school system is improving. Public sentiment woold 
warrant a more stringent administration of the system by directors. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONI BT SUPERINTENDENT. 

Fourteen public examinations were held, at which ninety applicants were 
inspected. Eighty-three of these received provisional certificates, and 
seven were rejected. A few private examinations were held at the request 
of directors, and in cases where it seemed absolutely necessary. My ex- 
aminations were principally oral. Average grade of certificates granted, 
about two and one-half. The scarcity of teachers made it necessary to grant 
certificates in some instances to those who would not otherwise have received 
any. The schools in the county were visited, with few exceptions. On 
account of sickness, and the deep snow, which frequently rendered tiie 
roads impassable, it was impossible to make as many visits as I intended. 

The Teachers' institute of this county assembled at Tunkhannock in 
December, and was attended by forty-two teachers and a respectable noo- 
l)er of directors and patrons. The meeting was interesting and profitable 
to the teachers in attendance. A lively interest was manifested in behalf 
of this^ttempt to promote the prosperity of our common schools. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BT OTHER AGENCIES. 

There has not been, within the limits of the county, an academy opei^ 
during the year. Select schools have been taught in several different iP" 
calities. We have one newspaper in the county, and its editor has at 0^ 
times manifested a willingness to publish any educational matter Ainilsh^^ 
him. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

The want of teachers properly qualified; want of interest on the pa 
of directors in their duties, and of information respecting the duties th^'J^ 
are to perform ; a want of uniformity of text-books. At the present tl ^ ^ 
there are schools in which as many as five difibrent series of books 
used. Such a state of things can only exist where directors fail to give ttiP-' 
schools that attention which the law requires. 
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Q reviewing the results achieved by the schools daring the present year, 
liscover much to encourage every friend of the system. True, there 
many, too many, defects yet existing, but much that was radically 
ig in the machinery of the system has either been improved or entirely re- 
ed. Formerly, it was considered economy to erect frail frame buildings 
:he least possible oost, to Aimish them with unstable, inconvenient 
8 and benches, and to require the teacher to labor without sufficient 
c-board surface and maps ; now, none but first class buildings, furnished 
suitable desks and benches, and extensive black-board surface, are 
ed. Much of this improvement is the result of continued, persistent 
ertinent it has been styled) effort on the part of the County Superin- 
ent. 

yuses, — ^There have been erected during the present year twelve build- 
, an increase of five upon those of last year : — A fine frame house, com- 
I in all its arrangements, in Lower Chanceford ; two brick houses, with 
rior arrangements, in Fairview; one of the same class in Hellam; two 
e same class in Manchester ; one very fine ft'ame house, well arranged 
painted internally and externally, in West Manheim ; one first class 
c building in Warrington ; one of the same class in Windsor; two of 
ilass in York township ; one of the same class, deficient only in black- 
d surface, in Springfield. Besides the houses that have been built, 
) a number have been repaired, furbished with black-boards, &c. The 
iters of Hanover exhibited the exercise of proper care by having their 
>8ing school house thoroughly re-painted. There are, however, quite a 
ber of houses yet very much in need of repairs. I visited one school 
hich I found but four scholars, and a shivering teacher, although thirty- 
scholars belonged to the school; cause, parents would not permit 
• children to go to school to be frozen. It would have cost, perhaps, 
iollars to repair the room, the precise cost of instruction per scholar 
ng the month of my visitation I Poor economy 1 1 
ualifications and Salaries of Teachers.-r-ThQXQ has been considerable 
ince in the qualifications of teachers. • The change in the law, requir- 
a ^^ fair knowledge '' of all the branches taught, has caused a happy 
ance of a great number of anti-progressive teachers, who had a leech- 
hold upon the system. It, at the same time, put into their positions 
y qualified but nexperienced teachers, who may not have given satis- 
ion to many of the staunch friends of these " old defenders," but all 
see the advantages of the change before the close of another school 
I. Notwithstanding the many changes made, there were but five total 
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failures in the county* The greatest advance of salary per month, in any 
district, is eight dollars and twi nty r * cents ; quite a number of districts 
advance five dollars per moutn. Whilst many teachers have been under- 
paid, quite as many have been overpaid I There is nothing more unjust 
than the "uniform salary '* system. The indolent and inexperienced are 
equally well paid with experienced and successful. Ability and success 
should constitute the salary basis. Truly, " the laborer is worthy of bis 
hire." I have adverted to this subject, in almost every address, with little 
etfect, I confess, and I believe it to be worth}- of legislative action. 

Methods of Instruction, — It is plainly evident that our teachers are im- 
proving in piethods of instruction. There appears to be much noiore of 
system in many of our schools, the result of county and district institutes, 
and a series of protracted institutes held by the County Superintendent 
throughout the entire county. We welcome this indication of improve- 
ment ; scholars now, who must move from one district to another, met with 
almost similar instruction. Object lessons are winning their way gradnally 
into many of our schools. 

WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

This has consisted of conducting county and district institutes ; holding 
protracted institutes throughout the county ; examining teachers, and vis- 
iting schools. Our County institute was attended by two hundred and 
ninety-two actual teachers, thirty-two ex-teachers, and seventy-two honor- 
ary members. We were vastly benefitted by the labors of Superintendent 
Wickersham, Deputy Superintendent Coburn, General Frazer, and Super* 

■ 

int^ndents Ermentrout and Jack. The effects of this highly instructive 
meeting were apparent in every school taught by a teacher who had at- 
tended it. Forty-three district examinations were held during the year*, 
three sectional ones at Qatchelville, Dillsburg, and Hickory ©rove, in order 
to accommodate directors throughout the county, and ten Special ones at 
York, before our schools were all filled. I examined four hundred and two 
applicants, sixty of whom were rejected. I attended twenty-^our edu- 
cational meetings in the county, and conducted six protracted institutes* 
I visited two hundred and ninety-three schools, spending over an hour and 
a half in each school. On account of the vast amount of time required Up 
fill our schools with teachers, I was not able to visit the schools of Lower 
Chanceford, Fawn, Hopewell, Peach Bottom, Shrewsbury and Springfield 
These districts were visited the year before, or were accommodated with a 
protracted institute. My only excuse is inability to be at more than one 
place at the same time. The haste exercised in going from one distriot to 
another, prevented me from notifying directors, consequently, very few 
accompanied me in my visitations ; the fault is mine^ not theirz. 
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For years we have noticed the apparent neglect of map-drawing, com- 
position, and penmanship, and in order to awaken proper interest, we 
offered premiums for the best productions upon these branches of study. 
There were over one hundred specimens from competitors for these pre- 
miums, some of which I think could not be surpassed by public-school scholars. 
The county is thoroughly aroused upon this subject. I intend to adopt the 
same plan for the coming year. It may not be the least blamable, but the 
results are the most commendable. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

The teachers of many districts, by holding '' voluntary institutes,'' have 
done much to educate the people upon the workings of the common school 
system. My views have been materially changed upon this subject. I 
find those districts in which teachers conduct these meetings without being 
allowed the time, are generally the ones in which there is the most marked 
improvement. It requires no sacrifice to attend an institute twice a month, 
the time being allowed. The true, real, live teacher has done much for the 
system at these meetings. 

Some noble-hearted directors have accomplished much good by the inter- 
est that they have manifested in the welfare of both scholars and teachers. 
District superintendents, who have been teachers, have also accomplished 
much good by their systematic visitations. The pulpit has been rather a 
passive than an active agent. I know of but one minister who assigns the 
wickedness of the present age to the substitution of our reading-books ibr 
the Testament as a general text-book. This is the only notice (and a falla- 
cious one) of our schools by the ministry, that has come under my notice. 

We held, during the summer vacation, a Normal session, attended by 
about seventy teachers. 

Our academies, no doubt, accomplish much good, but they will never 
perform their legitimate work as long as they impart instruction in those 
I^ranches alone which belong to and are as well taught in the common 
school. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

Ist. Irregularit}' of attendance. 

2d. Short term. 

3d. Gratuitous labor of directors. 

4th. Low salary of teachers. 

5th. A want of appreciation on the part of the people. 

Until some means can be devised by which all pupils shall attend school 
during every day of the school term, that he shall enjoy " good health," 
^e must lament the existence of an obstacle in the way of improvement. 
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It is the obstacle^ the insurmountable obstacle of the present age. It is th ^ 
logical outgrowth of the other obstacles which we have enumerated. Tlm^ 
wisdom of Solomon, on the part of the teacher^ would benefit but little a 
boy who would absent himself from the school room during the greater 
part of the school term. Irregularity of attendance is the result of a short 
scbool term. Employment for but four months of each year is certainly 
na inducement for well qualified persons to engage in teaching, and mere 
t^ros present instruction so dryly that there is nothing to induce scholars 
to surrender the beauties of field and grove for the confinement of the 
school room. Until the exercises within doors are rendered more interest- 
ing than the exercises without doors, we must expect children to prefer 
the latter. The teacher alone has the power to work this change. A 
l^xgthened school term would call home scores of our teachers who honor 
the^ profession in adjoining counties and in Maryland. 

Irregularity of attendance is in part the result of the gratuitous labor 1^ 
of directors. We cannot expect a sufldcient number of men to devote that |i^ 
amount of time required to thoroughly supervise our schools without fair 
compensation. By employing a fewer number and paying them for €l pro- 
per discharge of duty, we can demand of them that care and frequency of 
visitation which would render truancy and irregularity odious. Poorly 
paid teachers, receiving scarcely enough ^^ to keep body and soul together,^' 
are often overcome with gloomy thoughts of means of support for afte^f 
years, and such fail to impart that life and zest to instruction that alo^^ 
can enchain the attention of youth. 

The little interest manifested by many parents acts detrimentally up^^ 
all connected with the system. It has done more to discourage the Coxucm^^"^ 
Superintendent in the discharge of his duties than all other agencies ap^^' 
bined. 

Until some great means can thoroughly arouse our people, I believe -^^^ 
are accomplishing all for our schools that the same amount of funds a^^^ 
talent could accomplish for any cause. I have addressed tlie people ^ 
every district upon this subject ; they have listened with marked attenti^^^ 
and have acknowledged the truthfulness of my rettarks ; but many ha^^^* 
gone home and have forgotten that they had promised themselves to gua 
more closely the welfare of their children. Such, alas, is the condition 
aflTairs everywhere. 

We hope, and may we not hope in vain, for a speedy and lasting dian^"^^ 
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The schools of AUentown were organized into one system, by the organ- 
izstion of a board of control, composed of one member from each ward, 
chosen by the school directors of the same, on the first Monday of July, 
1866. Since tha'^Mme commendable progress has been made in the admin- 
istration of schoo affairs generally. We have, however, been moving but 
•lowly, and much remains to be done. Among progressive movements 
may be mentioned : A better classification of our schools ; a more system- 
atic grading of the same ; a higher grade of study ; an increase of about 
twenty per cent, in the salaries of teachers ; a more systematic method of 
promotion from one school to another ; the purchase of more ground for 
school purposes, and the extension of grounds used for the same purpose 
the erection of a new school house, and the election of a City Superintendent 
All these are signs of progress not to be mistaken, and go far to show that 
our board of control is composed of gentlemen of practical wisdom, large 
inteUigence and varied culture, who are familiar with the approved methods 
of instruction and discipline, and who manifest a positive and active inter- 
est in the work of education. In their efforts they were seconded by the 
several boards of school directors, which are composed, as a general thing, 
of able and active friends of education. Among the boards as such, that 
of the Fourth ward bears the palm. These men attend to their whole 
duty faithfully, and their labor tells on the schools under their charge. 
Besides these we number as efficient agencies in our midst, the Teachers' 
institute and the Lehigh County Teachers' Union. The former meets 
weekly, and devotes its time to subjects immediately pertaining to our 
schools. Since my appointment it has been almost wholly under my con- 
trol, and has in consequence increased in efficiency. The latter, organized 
on the first Saturday in January, 1 868, meets monthly, and is in posses- 
sion of a tolerable teachers' library. Its aim is more general,^ embracing 
in its sphere both the improvement of teachers and the wakening up of the 
people on the subject of education. 

Our schools are tolerably classified and graded, as may be seen firom the 
following course of ptndies: 
18 SoHom Bip. 
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PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 

First Year. — Alphabet, Orthography, Primer and First Reader, Slate 
Exercises in Figures, Ac, Primary Arithmetic. 

Second Year. — Orthography, Second Reader, Slate Copies, Primary 
Arithmetic. 

•SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 

I 

First Year. — Primary Speller, Third Reader, Elementary Written, and 
Primary Mental Arithmetic, Geography and Penmanship. 

Second Year. — Larger Speller, Fourth Reader, Orammar, Written and 
Mental Arithmetic, Geography and Penmanship. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 

First Year. — Larger Speller, Fifth Reader, Grammar, Geography, Men- 
tal and Written Arithmetic, Physiology, History U. S., Penmanship. 

Second Year, — Larger Speller, Fifth Reader, Grammar, Physical Geogra- 
phy, Mental and Written Arithmetic, History U. S., Zoology, Botany, Pen- 
manship, Composition and Declamation. 

HIGH BCHOOLa 

First Year. — Fifth Reader, Grammar, Arithmetic, Mental and Written, 
Physical Geography, Latin, Greek, History, Declamation and Composition. 

Second Year. — Rhetoric, Algebra, Geometry, Natural Philosophy, Latin 
Reader, Greek Reader, Chemistry, Declamation and Composition. 

Third Year. — Rhetoric, Surveying, Astronomy, Geoiogy, Csesar, Vir- 
gil, Anabasis, German, Book-keeping, Constitution XT. S , Declamation and 
Composition. 

The study of Greek in the female department, and of German in both 
departments of the high school, is optional. 

Promotions, from one grade to another, are only made after an exami- 
nation proving the capacity of the pupil to engage in the studies of the 
Jbigher grade. 

Among obstacles to more rapid progress may be mentioned the predomi- 
ii.r.at cast of mind of our people. The bulk of them are of German des- 
,cr. nt) 8'Qd hence, naturally slow. Besides very little is written, and less 
It .1 J, ujpon the subject of schools and education. They are, therefore, igno- 
I'.i { <>f the .essentials to progress and success, and unable to appreciate 
tUe H i/antageF -Vat would accrue to them by pursuing a different course 
liOiu that hitlu . • pursued. While all desire good schools, they seem to 
tuii)k. that .tile i>ai ^t jmd quickest way to obtain them is to pay low sala- 
ries .to teachers ; cleave to the good old way, furnish poor school houses, 
.and worse furniture. Would that some one would show the people what 
.schools are, and what they ought to be. 

Another gr^t Qb3tft<de X3 the want of well qualified teachers. Many of 



ALLENTOWN CITY. 215 

teachers are entireljr too young to take charge of schools. Few of 
prepare themselves especially to teach, and quite a large number have 
r read a book on the subject. Of course progress, if made at all, 
r such disadvantages, can be but slow. Nor can we expect much bet- 
laterial until greater inducements are held out for teachers to devote 
selves to this calling. Then, too, the supervision of the schools has, 
of ore, been quite insufficient, and, as a consequence, the efforts of the 
ers have not been as well appreciated as they are now. Besides, ap- 
.118 of all kinds is wanting in most of our schools, while the furniture 
aerally of an inferior kind. 

t the greatest disadvantage under which we labor, is a want of proper 
>1 room. To call some of omr bmildings, now used for school purposes, 
A houses, is an outrage. In this particular we must live in hopes of 
r times. A new school house is in course of erection in the Fifth 
, and others will be erected and repaired as rapidly as the means of 
istrict will permit. 

e following are the dimensions of the new school house, which will be 
>leted before New Year : Length of the main building, one hundred 
with projections at each end of seventeen feet, making the total length 
lundred and thirty-four feet ; width, seventy-five feet, with projections 
ch side of five feet, making the whole width eighty-five feet ; height of 
room, thirteen and three-quarters feet in the clear. The building will 
ree stories high, with four rooms, fifty by thirty-seven and a-half feet 
kch floor. It is intended that each of these roomi shall accommodate 
scholars. The house will be built of stone, in the most substantial 
ler, and will be furnished with the most approved kinds of furniture, 
cial attention has been paid to means of ingress and egress, and the 
ct of heating and ventilation has not been neglected. The ground 
which it will be built, and which will be wholly devoted to school 
OSes, is two hundred and forty by four hundred and eighty feet. One 
imiliar with our state of affairs, cannot form any idea of our feelings, 
contemplating this building, and speculating on the blessings it will 
; in its train. It will remain a lasting monument of the practical 
ight and benevolence of the board of control. 

r time has been principally occupied in visiting the various schools of 
ity ; giving aid to the teachers, both in matters of instruction and dis- 
16 ; studying the present condition of our schools, with a view to reme- 
r its defects ; examining teachers, and giving instruction in the high 
)ls. 

the few months which have expired since my appointment, I could 
nplish but little, and, of the results, as yet, but little can be said. The 
that could be done was to study our wants carefully, with a determi- 
n to meet them the coming session. 
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EASTON BOROUGH.— W. W. Cottingham. 

The Easton school district has nothing of a special character to report. 
With an educational machinery well selected and in good working order, 
there is constant progress, but nothing of such significance as to excite 
surprise or to gratify a claim to novelty. Our system of gradation and 
classification is giving, annually, increased satisfaction with its results. 
We never regard it (except with such modifications and improvements as 
the joint progress of teachers and pupils may suggest) as permanently 
adopted. Year by year, without apparent effort and without noise or fric- 
tion, there is a gradual elevation of aim and result within the schools, and 
a more cordial, approving and generous support on the part of the public 

There has been, within the past year, a hopeful manifestation of intelli- 
gent zeal by the pupils. This has been evidenced by an increased ambition 
to succeed, by more thorough and successful examinations, and by the 
large number advanced in school grade under a standard of promotion of 
increased elevation. In some measure this may be owing to the fact that 
private schools have succumbed to the competition of public schools, and 
that our citizens now boast of institutions at which they, not long ago, 
looked askance. The patronage of private establishments has .given place 
to a laudable pride in the growth and success of the public system, and 
our youth have caught the healthy infection, and are showing its fruits in 
their increased diligence, ambition and culture. It is no longer a stigma 
or source of odium to be educated at the public expense — i. e., by taxation. 
Many a youth of our borough regards it as a badge of merited distinction 
to possess the diploma of the Easton high school. 

Our teachers, also, we are happy to say, have adopted a good motto^^ 
"Excelsior." The nature of our system is such as to detect and drive all 
dolts and drones. Every instructor must work laboriously Mid intelli- 
gently, or fail and be exposed. The Teachers' district institute, under ju- 
dicious management, produces such professional emulation and activity irx 
the search for improved [methods of instruction, that the unskillful or sor- 
did teacher, who teaches to live rather than lives to teach, is soon drivea 
from such companionship. 

One of the most palpable signs of progress, on the part of our teachers, 
is the attention they show to a just discrimination of the spheres of mem- 
ory and understanding. While Ihey teach upon the principle that every* 
thing memorized should be understood, yet they eschew the old doctrine 
that committing to memory necessitates or implies intellectual perception 
or analysis. Hence, the rationale of knowledge is insisted upon jand infor- 
mation, whether physical, intellectual or moral, whether in the domain of 
literature, science or history, is traced to its source or foundation. Thereby 
the understanding is exercised and trained. 
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We have nothing more encouraging to report than the increased interest 
of parents in the widening influence and more emphatic success of our 
•chools. But a few years ago, it was seldom that the pater familias would 
deign to inquire as to the progress of his children in securing the Jsey of 
knowledge, or the secret of success in life. Now, a want of interest in the 
ecaminations would be regarded as exceptional and ominous. The parent . 
and the pupil experience a common feeling of solicitude for the successful 
issue of each year's educational toil. In the history of our borough, we 
doubt if a more striking and influential demonstration in favor of educa- 
tion was ever given than that afforded by the large attendance at our last 
high school commencement, on which occasion the church edifice was flUed 
to its utmost capacity, whilst hundreds withdrew, being unable to gain 
admission. And it was not a mere crowd of curiosity seekers. The audi- 
ence was composed largely of the educated and professional element of 
the town, and never did our pupils appear to better advantage, and never 
was the high school crowned with higher honor. More than once did we 
hear the remark, "the students of the college on the hill had better look 
to their laurels." We may say, without self-complacency, or without flat- 
tery of the young lady and gentleman graduates, that the class will be re- 
garded among the "jewels" of renown in the lustrous chaplet of the high 
ichool, and that such an ornamentation as they afforded will magnify the 
importance of the work in which the board of control is engaged. 

In the report of last year reference was made to the co-operation of the 
pulpit and the press as helpful and eflicient agencies in the grand work. 
So far from there being any diminution of interest in these directions, 
both are alert to seize occasion and opportunity to stimulate the public 
mind to a larger and better appreciation of the inestimable blessings oflfered 
to the rising generation by our excellent school system. 

The educational work done by the Superintendent does not difl'er mate- 
rially from the summary of duties embraced in the last annual report, to 
which you are respectfully referred. 

We take pleasure in testifying to the efficiency and practical wisdom of 
the board of control. As long as our borough can supply it with such ele- 
ments as now comprise its membership, our schools will have wise super- 
Yision, and continuous progress will be certain. 

A matter of no little importance, as confirmatory of what has been done, 
and as prophetic of what may yet be done, is the friendly and sympatheti« 
attitude of Lafayette college. This institution has generously joined 
hands with the common school. In it she recognizes a power, for the more 
perfect development of which she magnanimously profi*ers her influence. 
Her board of trustees, at a late meeting, unanimously appropriated four 
free permanent scholarships for the use of our high school, with the de- 
sign that the benefit of each scholarship should be presented as a reward 
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of merit to the high school graduate who maintains the highest grade o> 
scholarship. The four scholarships will enable us to make such presents- 
tion each year, thus affording the pupil, as an incentive to application, a 
full and complete college course of education, free of expense. This will 
provoke a legitimate ambition in the line of scholarly culture. 

This college, of late, has risen to new importance in the sisterhood of 
Institutions. With her ample endowments, her large and efficient corps of 
professors, her complete curriculum of studies, her unrivalled provision of 
apparatus for the scientific departments, and her past history, as exempli- 
fied in the literary and professional status of her sons, she bids iair to 
become a stalwart rival of Yale, Amherst and Princeton. Yet, wilh all 
her fame, she acknowledges that she receives honor by the reception \^itbin 
her walls, of those who have passed through the pupilage of the |»iillic 
schools. 

We had designed to speak briefly of evils that are incident to all systems 
of public instruction, such as absenteeism on the part of pupils, i lii" ^ant 
of necessary school apparatus, and the deficiency of school rof»ni accom- 
modations, but we forbear. They are sufficiently familiar to you, and per- 
haps, comparatively, we have but little cause to complain. 

In conclusion, I may say that the past year has been one of ent ourage- 
meut and promise, and that all identified officially '^ith the srliolastic 
interests of our borough are hopefully looking for larger and better results 
from rightly expended labor. 



ERIE CITY.— H. S. Jones. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

In looking for progress in the work of education, one must bear in mind 
that education is a growth, not a revolution, and that many things of iiQ- 
portanco connected with it never appear at the surface, but lie deeper 
rooted unseen and almost unknown. In judging in the case the following 
questions served as guides : 

Have the teachers improved in general scholarship ? 

Is there evidence that those most deeply concerned, the scholars, have a 
greater love for study, school attendance and school duties ? 

Has there been a higher grade of teaching, recitation and study ? 

Has there l)een an increase of public confidence in the schools ? 

The Superintendent's report of 1307, to the board of controllers, closer 
fts follows : 

'^ During the coming year the Superintendent hopes by the use of sack 
means as are at his command, to accomplish the following : 
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^ First Improvement in the qualifications of the teachers. 

*^ Second. Improvement in the attendance and tardiness of pupils. 

** Third. A. higher grade of teaching, study and recitation. 

(( Fourth. An increased public interest in the schools, and a more complete 
understanding of what must be done in order to have good schools." 

In respect to the first question, and the first object named in the quota- 
tion from the report, the condition of things at the close of the year showed 
that, with few exceptions, the teachers had been earnest and successful stu- 
dents. The yearly examination of the teachers employed is mainly for the 
purpose of ascertaining the relative progress of each in the studies of the 
institute, and things pertaining to every day life as they pass before us in 
the shape of political history, inventions, discoveries, &c. As would be 
fxpected, the best teachers proved themselves to be the best students, and 
showed the greatest comparative improvement over the previous year. 

Last year five of the teachers employed showed, beyond question, that 
they had ignored study, and slighted advantages for improvement ; this 
year the number of this class is hardly expressible, being a small fraction I 

One cause of gratification, in contemplating the improvement made in 
the qualifications of teachers, lies in the satisfaction manifested by the 
teachers at the progress made. They feel that they have done something 
for their own elevation as individuals and teachers, and that they are bet- 
ter prepared to live, labor and attain success. 

In respect to the second point, the scholars have shown by their attend- 
ance and promptness, a healthful growth, increasing steadily from the be- 
ginning of the year to the close. The increase of punctual attendauce over 
last year is five and seven-tenths ner cent. Allowing that onl}' this per 
cent, is gained in results obtained by the expenditure, considered finan- 
cially, one thousand seven hundred dollars have been saved by the better 
attendance of scholars. ut this llowance is fa oo small ; it is plain 
that a pupil in school but half of the time, does ni t receive fifty per cent, 
of the good of the school as re^ *^ed to expenditure, aud if you can get him 
to attend three fourths of the tim^, he receives much more than one-fourth 
more of the good of the school as related to expenditure ; you have in- 
creased his relative attendance twenty-five per cent., but the real gain in 
results would l)e, in most cases, one hundred per cent. 80 in order to be 
more nearly correct in the statement of financial gain, the sum could be 
three thousand four hundred dollars, and then be far below the actual fact, 
as gains in attendance over ^^ good attendance," are not easy to make, and 
when made they show that the kind of teaching is such as to convince 
pupils that there is a real loss when a scholar is absent, a loss next to im- 
possible to recover. ^ , 

Concerning the third qaestioo, it is found by comparing the results of the 
several term and yearly examinations, that a '^ higher grade of teaching, 
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study and recitation" has been attained. Teachers have been more fully 
impressed with the truth that a recitation is not work just for the present, 
but that it ought to be so conducted as to show fruit far in the future ; the 
scholars show by their improved powers of expression and explanation 
that the teachers have done better work in explaining, in fact have talked 
less. and taught more. 

The common weakness of scholars from the primary department to the 
senior class of our colleges, is that study is for the recitation and not for 
the benefit of the mind ; hence we have "cramming," "stuffing," &c., in all 
of our institutions of learning. It is creditably reported that an experi- 
enced tutor of one of the celebrated universities of England, remarked of a 
student under his care, that he could never gain a high position in college, 
as he thought too much I Study should be far-reaching in its effects, and 
its worth cannot be estimated on the day of its production. There has 
been less of the common song, " I- ve got my lesson," and more earnest 
study in order to know, than formerly', and the spirit of independent in- 
quisy has been active. 

In respect to the last topic the public have complained less, and thought 
and observed more. Indifference in many cases has grown into hearty co- 
operation. During the year more than thirteen hundred visits have been 
made to the schools by patrons and friends, an increase of fifty per cent, 
over previous 3'ears. Not a few are becoming convinced that the school 
system of Pennsylvania is a power, a progressive feature of our institu- 
tions, not a cold legislative form, but a body with a spirit and a soul that 
are able to overcome opposition and win the highest respect. 

An additional evidence of progress may be given by stating that the 
salaries of experienced and successful teachers were increased more than 
ten per cent. The teacher needs money as well as brains, and when devo- 
tion and talent in the work are paid for, progress is sure. 

■ 

EDUCATIONAL WORK OP THl SUPERINTENDENT. 

As before stated, the labor of the Superintendent has been aimed, prin- 
oipally, at four objects ; some of the means used will be mentioned. 

The Teachers^ institute has been one of the progressive helps. The gain 
in attendance, over last year, is five per cent. The institute was so Ijon- 
dueted, that each teacher had a part to perform respecting her own im- 
provement as a teacher, and a being endowed with a inind that needs food 
for its own sake. The "school room," with its various duties, recitation, 
study, attendance, tardiness, discipline, &c., formed a prominent part of the 
instruction and exercises. 

Every Monday morning a circular was sent from school to school, show- 
ing the attendance of each department, and its standing in respect to others ; 
this was read by the teacher to the school, and if the standing was high| 
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s cause for rejoicing ; if not, the subject was canvassed in a bust- 
way, and a determination expressed that the next report would 
honorable increase. This method of comparison appeals to the 
i honor of both teachers and pupils, and the effect on attendance 
leen at a glance, by comparing the closing month of this year with 
of last ; although the closing month of this year was very hot, 
id that there is a gain of eleven per cent, in attendance I 
lition to the weekly circulars, the Superintendent prepared and 
onthly and term reports, showing the relative standing of each de- 
:, in attendance, tardiness, and number 6t bsent, with such re- 
id suggestions as seemed proper at tue time, 
lins in attendance are not wholly due to the weekly, monthly and 
iparisons, for many visits were made to patrons by teachers, and 
' short letters' were written, in persuasion and reason, by the Su- 
lent, in order to quicken parents in the responsible work of edu- 
fir children. 

sits of the Superintendent were made for the following objects: 
ain the working condition of the school ; to encourage both teacher 
1 in well doing; to give advice in difficult cases of discipline; to 
t heories and methods presented at the institute ; to examine pupils 
otion ; to examine pupils in respect to progress actually made, 
untinution of teachers has been so conducted as to serve as a means 
ion, no teacher being exempt. ConcerniHg teachers in the schools, 
was to ascertain the improvement made during the year; the 
which need more attention, and the standing of the teacher in' 
lip. 

L;ase of applicants, tiie last two points only were reached. Most of 
illation was written, and the work and questions were so marked as 
h* >c missed, and then returned to th« teacher, who was thus able to 
i nries, a.d study for tiieir lenioval. Though causing much labor 
ri of the Superintendent, Uin^e years' experience has proved this 

be a practical and valnable means of improving the schools. 

WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

ard of controllers have been iiarmonious in their efforts, and, as a 
working with the view of making the schools better. The schools 

1 visited by them monthly. The West Ward board are now finish- 
school building, in a good location, surrounded by ample grounds, 
ate Superintendent, during the month of November, visited each 
id gave a public address on the subject of education. 

ess and the pulpit have not been active agents educational pro- 
11 their influence has been in favor of the system. 
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. OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMPROVEMENT. 

Ignorance and indifference are the chief obstacles. School managemeKz 
and methods have changed very much during the last twenty-five yeara^ 
and many good people, by not beins^ acquainted with the changes, haT» 
nothing for a guide but the school methods of their younger years. Othen 
•eem to be aware of improvements, and presume that thorough scholarship 
can be attained by new methods, and popular teachers, though the pupil ii 
only an occasional visitor at the school room. Practical, energetic people* 
connected with the busy inventive world, are easily misled into the notion 
that the educational field contains inventions as time-saving as the railroad, 
or the telegraph, and the man with " Business Penmanship, in ten easy les- 
sons,*' or,- "A complete commercial education in sixty days," finds willing 
ears. 

Indifference is a difficult obstacle, it assents to improvement, and do€f 
nothing ; it stands or sits in the way, and complains if disturbed ; it has 
great faith in the far off future ; to-day is yiot the accepted time. 

Conclusion, — When we lake a view of education as it stands in its mag- 
nificent proportions, is it not a wonder that there is so little oppositioB 
and iudiffer^Eoe? Can it be expected that in the heavy increase of taxei 
for the erection of fine buildihgs, the payment o higher salaries, aad tki 
general enlargement of the system in means of education, as to number 
and higher studies, that all will move with equal pace and keep abreast of 
the grand movement ? 

In Erie there is no real cnise for complaint. Those th*t ory "onwarl" 
mii-t move, taking themselvc* and ot**»»rs, if necessary. The heart of the 
people does not beat with educational interest, but it is strong and 

true and vill faint not. 



xMKADVILLE CITY.— G. W. Haskins. 

EhUCATlONAL PROGRESS. 

In submitting this report, it affords me pleasure to be able to state that 
the past year has been one of steady progress and general prosperity. The 
most marked improvement has been in the matter of school buildings. !■ 
the First district, (the old South ward, the building which was begun a 
year ago is now nearly completed, and is expected to be ready for use ^X 
the opening of the schools in August. It is an elegant and substantial 
three-story brick building, and will be finished ill good style and furnished 
with the best modern school furniture. The first and second floors have 
each four school rooms thirty-five by twenty-six feet and eight inches,* 
passage way or hall sixtj'^-three by twenty-two feet, and hat and cloak 
rooms for each school room. On the third floor there are two school 
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rooms, a passage way and hat and cloak rooms the size of those on the 
other floors, together with a lecture hall sixty-three by thirty feet. Two 
broad flights of stairs lead to the second floor, and one from thence to the 
third. Ample provision has been made for heating and ventilation. 

In the First district, (the old North ward,) they have nearly completed th« 
foundation for a commodious and substantial school building. The building 
will be carried steadily forward to completion, and when completed, will 
afford ample accommodation for all the school children in the district. 

There has been a largely increased attendance at the public schools over 
any previous year, and less irregularity and tardiness. The attendance at 
many of the schools has been exceedingly good, a number of the pupils 
not having been absent during the yerr. Teachers and pupils have mani- 
fested more interest and zeal in their work. Teachers have been much 
more methodical and systematic in their teaching and in the management 
of their schools. As a result of this, pupils are fiirther advaneed and more 
thorough than those in the same classes previous years. We have a few 
excellent teachers who understand their work and are up to the demands 
of the times. Most of the others are earnest and faithful, ready to learn 
and willing to be instructed. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

The Superintendent has also been principal of the high school. He 
opened the high school in the morning and taught two hours in the fore- 
noon each day. The remaining portion of the day was spent in visiting 
the schools. The object of these visits was to observe the methods of 
teaching pursued by the teacher; to give direction and assistance in teach- 
ing particular classes and subjects, and in the general management of the 
school; to judge, by practical tests, of the grading and classification of the 
schools ; to secure and preserve that system in all the schools, and uni- 
formity of teaching and management in the ditferent sehools, which the 
graded schools require, so that pupils, when p»omoted or removing from 
one part of the city to another, should find as liitle difference as possible 
between the school left and the one entered ; and to encourage and incite 
to more earnest effort both teachers and pupils. Much time has been given 
to the examination of classes for promotion, and to the examination of 
classes at the end of the month and at the close of the term, in order to 
test the etiiciency of the instruction given and the progress made by the 
pupils. When pupils were found who. by absence, inattention or other 
cause, had fallen so far behind their class that they were unable to go on 
with it understandingly, they were retrogaded to the class below, and those 
found in advance of their class were promoted. At the beginning of each 
term, and frequently during the term, attention was given to the examina- 
tion of applicants for admission to the schools, in order to their proper 
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classification. I made it my duty to see parents about absentees, truant 
those who were habitually tardy, and those in whom the teacher had faile 
to awaken and keep up an interest in their lessons, that I might inform th 
parents of the state of facts, and, if possible, secure their co-operation. 

There was held but one public examination of teachers during the schoc 
year. I attended district institutes every other Saturday while the school 
were in session. As duty required me to be at school every forenoon, i 
was impossible for me to attend the County institute which met while on 
schools were in session. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

The board of control is active and efficient. The members are men ( 
practical wisdom, manifesting a positive and active interest in the work ( 
education. Some of them are teachers of large experience in the scho< 
room, and have a practical knowledge of the wauts of the schools ; tb 
others are professional or business men of culture and experience, and ai 
prepared to work intelligently for the best interests of the schools, 
board could not well be selected to represent wove perfect ly the in teres 
of the people, nor one that would labor more iarne8tl\ «nd intelligeui 
to promote the interests of common school education. They will not 1 
fast to adopt new measures, but will readily accept whatever »*xperienre h; 
demonstrated to be beneficial. They failed the paj^t ^varin visiting tl 
schools as much as they should have done, for the encouragemt»nt of tl 
teachers and pupils, and their own satisfaction. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF IMRPftOVhM KNT. 

Among these is the want of proper and adequate facilities, chief of whit 
is the want of sufficient and suitable school rooms. The school rooii 
in use the past year are not large enough to accorarao'late prop* rly mo 
than one-half the children that should attend the public sch;^t>|s, and not <»] 
of these rooms is what it should be, and some are unfit for school jiurpost 
In many cases the children were crowded together by sixties, seventies ai 
even hundreds, in small rooms not properly fitted for half the nunilier, wi 
no proper means of ventilation, and the room so full that to raise or low 
a window was cruelty to those whom necessity compelled to sit near 
These rooms were so constructed and arranged, and so crowded with pupil 
that they were hot beds of disease. If it be true, as it undoubtedly i 
that " man's worst enemy is his own breath," what cruelty, what crime 
necessitate this state of affairs I It would only have been necessary f< 
many parents to see and experience these things as they existed to ha 
removed their children from these over-crowded schools. Quite a numb* 
of applicants for admission to the schools were rejected, during the yea 
on this account. 
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The seats and desks in the school rooms in the First district were made 
inthout any reference to the size of the pupils who were to use them, and 
some of those in the Second district are in the same condition. Our peo- 
ple cannot sit in church an hour one day in the week without seats of the 
proper height and cushioned, but they seem to think their children can sit 
lix hours a day for five days in the week on seats so high that their feet 
cannot reach the floor. Nor are these arguments against the public schools. 
"These things ought not so to be" in any school room, public or private, 
and are as easily remedied in one as the other. Seats and desks, graded 
to the size of those intended to occupy the room, cost no more than those 
made without any reference to gradation. How much more does it cost to 
make over a school room door a revolving transom, that may be used for 
Tentilation, than to make a stationary one ? Most of these things are not 
matters of cosi, they are matters of care. When the buildings now used 
were built, quite likely they furnished "room enough" for the pupils then 
attending. the schools, but since nearly, if not quite, fifteen hundred chil- 
dren will attend the schools the present year, it is evident that they will 
need more room than the five or six hundred in attendance a few years ago. 
Suitable grounds should be attached to every school house, and especially 
should this be the case in large towns. We do not give enough attention 
to the comfort and convenience of the children while at school. School 
rooms and furniture should be so constructed and arranged as to present 
a pleasant and attractive appearance, and the grounds should be large 
enough to permit the pupils to play recreative games, and also to admit of 
some ornamentation. Give the proper facilities and children can be taught 
to be neat, cleanly, orderly and careful of property. These things are a 
necessary part of their school education. There is in this city a school 
yard of the size of a city lot, (50 by 200 feet,) making the play-ground for 
one hundred and sixty-two school children, besides having upon it the school 
house ^and out-houses. Another of half a city lot has on it the school 
house, well and out-houses, and furnishes play-ground for one hundred and 
thirty-three school children. It is a matter for congratulation that we have 
a reasonable prospect of getting rid of these obstacles which have been 
enumerated ; many of them by the opening of the new school building in 
the Second district this fall, and the rest in a year, when the building in 
the First district is expected to be ready for use. 

There is need of more apparatus in many of the schools, but the most 
need is for the high schooL 

There is a want of active public interest, especially an intelligent interest^ 
on the part of the parents. Parents do not interest themselves enough in 
the education of their children, to go to the school house and see what is 
done there. The children are never cheered and encouraged by their pres- 
ence. If they would make it their business to know the teacher of their 
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children, talk with her frequently about their progress and conduct in school, 
and learn what the requirements of the school are, and then co-operate 
with the teacher, the parents themselves would be better satisfied and 
the schools greatly benefitted. As a result of this, teachers would receive 
more consideration and encouragement, and there would be more mutual 
sympathy, forbearance and knowledge of each other's motives between 
teacher and parents. They too often forget or never appreciate the fact 
that they should be co-laborers. There is not a more wearying, harrassing 
and discouraging work than that of teaching, and nothing is more discour- 
aging to the conscientious teacher, than this lack of interest on the part 
of the parents. 

Tardiness and irregularity of attendance will always be in the way of 
progress in schools. The teacher may be responsible for this in many cases, 
but much of it rests with the parents. If parents only knew how much 
their children lose by being absent one day in the week, or late, and miss 
one or two lessons c'ich day, they certainly would permit them to attend 
regularly and punctually. In some cases when the teacher has succeeded 
in awakening such an interest in the lessons that children are eager to at- ' 
tend, the parent has some trivial excuse for keeping them out, until they 
become careless, and it is impossible to renew the interest which they have 
lost. Sometimes children are necessarily detained, and the evil must be 
borne ; but oflener tardiness and absence are the result of carelessness and 
indifference at home. If the parents would take the trouble to see that 
Children attended to "chores," or went on errands before school time, or 
would be considerate enough to wait till after school, to send them on 
errands, the work would all be done, and the children be regular and punc- 
tual at school. If a boy were engaged in a store from nine o'clock A. M., 
till four P. M., the parents would find a good many ways of getting chores 
done, without taking him out of the store, and losing his wages. 

The great difficulty in the wa} of complete success, on the part of teach- 
ers, is the fact that so few of them intend to make teaching a life work. 
They do not teach because they feel it a duty, or because they love the 
work. We all know the general inefficiency of hirelings ; not those who 
receive wages for their work, but those who work for their pay^ whose only 
interest in their work is tbeir pay. The school teacher is no exception to 
this. The evil is greater by so much, as the material worked upon is more 
valuable than the material of ordinary workmen. The true teacher must 
be so moved by an impelling sense of duty ; so endued with a love of the 
work that in an important sense he is not "a hireling whose own the sheep 
ate not." He must feel that he is largely responsible for the future of the 
pupils committed to his care. If he does not feel this responsibility, and 
enters upon the work to meet such responsibility, he cannot become ^ 
highest style of teacher. The feeling that he will not continue in the work 
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rferes with the teacher's thorough pr* paration. No one being willing^ 
pend the same time, and be at the same expense, to prepare for the work 
» year or two, that is not the chosen profession for life. Thej have not 
zeal or devotion to the work that they would have for their life's pro- 
ion. Teachers should have more thorough and liberal culture. A know- 
^e of the branches taught is indispensable, but this is not enough. No 
ss of persons needs better culture, more enlarged and liberal views, and 
re general intelligence, than the school teacher, in order that he may 
ring out of his trea sure things both new and old." 

MEASURES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

The school year should be changed, and made to correspond with the 
endar year, or, at least, be so arranged that it would not divide a school 
m in nearly every school in the State. 

The law relating to borough or city superintendents should be sp changed 
to permit persons, not residents of the county, to be employed in the 
)acity of borough or city superintendents. Residence should be no 
rt of his qualifications ; neither county, nor State lines should be consid- 
id ; but the best man that can be found, wherever he may live, should be 
iployed as Superintendent ; and not till this can be done will this law 
ore beneficial in many places. 
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The office of Superintendent of public schools of Pittsburg was instituted 
March last, but not until the 1st of June had the election been held, and 
B proper commission been issued. The time of the full establishment of the 
See thus fell so nearly upon the close of the school year that no reports 
m the various districts, as contemplated by law, were made, and any ez^ 
ided or specific account of the practical workings of the schools, during 
i last twelve months, is in consequence impracticable. 
Bhortly after the commencement of the last school year the territorial 
lits of the city were extended by the annexation of several large and 
pulous districts; their incorporation added largely to the number of 
iools, which now presented such diversity of grade and studies as to 
ider a complete re-organization an imperative necessity. 
The proper representation of the new districts in the Central Board of 
ucation first engaged attention, and when this had been secured, the 
rk was pushed earnestly and harmoniously forward. 
The instituting of the Superintendency (detaching for school purposes 
5 city from the county) was effected as stated; a uniformity of grades 
ablished, the salaries of teachers increased, and properly apportioned, 
d a complete system of reports, with appropriate blanks, introduced. 
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We feel that success , in the most ample signification of the word, awaits 
the future of the Pittsburg schools. The school houses are commpdious 
and well arranged, the teachers efficient and zealeous in their work, and 
the various ward boards, as well as the Central Board of Education, ar« 
composed of the most competent, enterprising and progressive of our citi- 
zens. 



FOURTH DISTRICT SCRANTON CITY.— Joseph Ronet. 

EDUCATIONAL PBOQBESS. 

The educational progress in this district, for the last three years, may be 
seen from the following : 

At the 1st of June, 1866, we had seven school houses — six of them brick 
and one frame — containing in all seventeen rooms, (not including recitation 
rooms,) and twenty-one teachers on full, and' one on half time. 

Eleven of the schools were graded, but not properly classified, and the 
other six were unclassified. 

In the Central graded school, which contained six rooms, (not including, 
recitation rooms,) and which comprised all the grades then existing, there 
was something of uniformity in methods of instruction ; but in the outer 
sections everything was in a chaotic condition. 

Institutes were held once each month, but very little interest was mani- 
fested in them by a number of the teachers. In fact, attendance upon these 
institutes, for professional improvement, was regarded by many as an un- 
reasonable exaction. 

The year ending June 1, 1867, was essentially a year of progressive im- 
provement. 

The schools were properly classified, and each teacher furnished with i 
programme of daily exercises, to which he was required strictly to adhere. 

Attendance upon the institutes twice each month, by all the teachers, 
was made imperative by the school board, which caused a greatly increased 
interest in the institutes and in the work of education, the result of which 
was soon perceptible in the improved working of the schools. 

A two-story brick school house was erected this year, and another was 
enlarged, so that the year closed with nineteen school rooms and twenty- 
five teachers. 

The salaries of the teachers were advanced this year ten per cent. 

During the year ending June 1, 1868, a three-story brick school house 
was erected, (though not occupied,) and two others enlarged — ^the year 
closing with twenty-three school rooms and thirty teachers. Another gradCi 
called the Second Intermediate, was established in the Oentnd graded 
school, making seven grades instead of six, as had previously eziated. 13m 
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jBMles are now, First and Second Primary, First and Second Intermediate, 
hmior Qrammar, Grammar, and High School. Progress in all that per- 
feins to snccessfal school operations, has most decidedly marked the past 
iMr. An advance of about ten per cent, was again made to the teachers' 
Uaries. The directors frequently visit the schools. Seven of our teachers 
hve attended Normal schools, and all have read, and are in the practice 
■ reading educational works. The schools are all furnished with out-line 
laps and charts. The furniture, with two exceptions, is of the most ap- 
hoved kind. The qualification standard of teachers is rising, professional 
teal and ability are on the increase. 

* 

EDUCATIONAL WORK OF T>HE SUPERINTENDENT. 

* 

The directors of this district, finding from a published statement in the 
Plennsylvania School Journal, that they were entitled to a City Supenn- 
■ndent, made the necessary application, and I received my commission in 
ke beginning of March. Since which time, in addition to the daily teach- 
feg of classes in the high school, occasional visiting and examining of 
lAools, and the holding of two institutes each month, I have visited schools 
laily, and held three public and several private examinations. I attend all 
be educational meetings of the school board, and present a monthly report 
If the condition, wants and working of the schools. . I sanguinely hope 
Ind expect to effect much greater improvement the coming year than was 
iccomplished in any preceding year. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY OTHERS. 

The directors of this district have rendered most essential aid in the 
Work by their indefatigable zeal and energy, and by their intelligent appre- 
iMnsion of the end and aim of the public school system, leading them to 
•ct with perfect unanimity in everything calculated to promote the inter- 
«iis of public schools. 

I have been associated with many school boards,.but never had the hap- 
ptneea to be associated with one that acted so harmoniously in all that per- 
tains to school interests as the board of the Fourth district, Scranton. 

We have a business college and a few private schools in the district, all 
Qontoibuting, I trust, to the one great object, education of mind and heart. 

The influence of the press and pulpit is favorable, although no very spe- 
<!ial effort has been put forth by either during'the last three years to ad- 
Vance the interests of public schools. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAT OF IMPROVSBUBNT. 

The chief obstades in the way of successfdlly accomplishing the desired 
Results ai« twO) vis : 1st. Irregularity Of attendance on the part of pupils ; 

19 SOHOOL Rxp. 
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and, 2d. The inability of the board to fiimish school accommodations 
the rapidly increasing population and to pay teachers sufficient 
condition of things incident to a mining district, where increase in pop^^^ 
tion and value of taxable property is so disproportionate. 



WILLIAMSPORT CITY.— A. R. Hornb. 

The Superin tendency of this city is of but recent creation. The Saper-i 
intendent entered upon his duties on February 17, only two months befoiel 
the clos« of the school term. During so brief a period of time, and 19] 
near the end of the term, but little could be accomplished. 

CONDITION OF THS SCHOOLS. 

The whole number of schools in the city is thirty-one ; the number of] 
sdbool buildings nine. The distance from the building in the First ward, 
to the most distant one in the Seventh ward, is over four miles. Hence, it 
is the more difficult to grade the schools properly. If one central hi^ 
school were established, where it properly should be, namely, in the moA\ 
thickly populated part of the city, near its centre, tHe distance, three miles,' 
from the extreme part of the city, would be too great for most pupils to 
travel, especially during the inclement seasons of the year. It has been 
found necessary, on this account, to maintain two first grade or high schoolfl, 
one in the eastern, and the other in the western part of the city. Neither 
of these schools has, consequently, attained that standard which a city high 
school, of the first grade, should have. This is one of the principal reasons 
why the public schools of this city do not receive the patronage, nor an 
even looked upon, as favorably as they should be, by a large number of oor 
most intelligent and infiuential citizens. Bat very few, if any, of the chil- 
dren of those families which move in the most fashionable drdea, attend 
the public schools. A large number of select and private schools are well 
sustained, in our midst, from this circumstance. While some parents oon- 
sider it a disgrace for their children to attend the public schoolsi and minf^ 
with those coming from all classes of society, there are others who send to 
private schools from the fact that the higher branches of a liberal English 
education were not taught in the first grade public schools. During list 
winter, however, the standard had been considerably raised, and under the 
skillful and successful maniif^ement of the Misses Jennie Reighsurd and H. 
B. Thompson, and Mr. T. F. Gahan, our first grade schools are fiftstgettfaig 
into fkvor with all our citizens. In a number of instances pupils have left 
select schools and entered our first, or second grade public achodbii with 
the full satisfaction that they can enjoy similar, if not superior advantagis 
in the ^^ people's cc^ege." Thia is but the beginning. By a higher STStai 
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of gradation, and a ten months' term, both of which we hope soon to have, 
the necessity of sending to private schools, except in rare cases, will be 
obviated. 

The lower grade schools, especially those of the fourth grade, are en- 
tirely too much crowded in all the buildings. In several instances, as 
many aff a hundred pupils have been crowded into one room. But very 
little progress can be expected in these schools unless additional school 
accommodations be provided. The fact, however, is worthy of being noted, 
that notwithstanding these adverse circumstances, many of the fourth grade 
pupils have made commendable progress, and have been transferred to 
higher grades in a single term. 

SCHOOL BUILDINQS. 

In a new and rapidly growing city it is difficult to keep pace with the 
demands for school accommodations. The population of Williamsport has 
increased firom six to nineteen thousand in the last ten years. During the 
last few years the increase has been greatest. The proportion is getting 
geater every year. A court house, worth at presen trates, one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars ; churches costing from sixty to seventy thou- 
sand; a sewer which cost eighty thousand; a prison over one hundred and 
fifty thousand ; a hotel three hundred and fifty, and other public and private 
buildings, which cost in proportion, have been erected, or are being erected. 
The number of schools had to be increased accordingly, and the style of 
building had to be conformed, at least to some extent, to the other public 
buildings erected. Two two-story brick buildings, with four rooms each, 
have been erected during the last year. Another will probably be built 
next year. The taxes for building purposes having been so high, the board 
of directors, however willing and anxious they were to do so, did not feel 
themselves justifiable to keep the schools open the maximum term. A seven 
or eight months' term is too short, but under the circumstances it became 
a necessity, much as tbe directors and patrons deplored it. 

THS CITT SUPBBINTSNDSNOY. 

The City Superintendent has marked out the following plans to- govern 
his operations, which meet with the hearty approval and co-operation of 
the directors and teachers : 

1. Normal Institute. — A Normal institute will be held during the two 
weeks immediately preceding the opening of the school term. The design 
of the institute is : a. To give the most approved plan of teaching to the 
teachers employed, b. To introduce sameness in the plans of teaching in 
all the 49chools of the city, eo that scholars passing from one room or grade 
to another, will feel perfectly at home, and not be subjected to the unplea- 
sant and unprofitable task, and waste of time, of learning as many methods 
as they have teachers, e. To learn each teacher's method of hearing xeei- 
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tations, securing attention, government, discipline, &c., and make sugges- 
tions of changes and improvements where necessary. 

As the Normal institute is to be held during the two weeks immediately 
preceding the opening of the schools, all the suggestions given and benefits 
accruing from the institute can, and it is expected will, be put into prac- 
tice at once. 

2. VisiicUion and Inspection. — Visits will be made at all hours to the 
different rooms, in order that the methods of teaching may be ascertained, 
mistakes and bad habits corrected, improvements suggested, and teachers 
counselled and assisted. The Superintendent will also devote part of the 
time spent in the schools in conducting recitations and class drills. The 
progress of classes and individual pupils will be carefhlly noted. An occa- 
sional general exercise will be given the pupils of the same room or build- 
ing, questions asked, and short practical remarks made, with the view of 
aicouraging pupils, more especi^ly such as are, sometimes, considered dull 
of comprehension and slow in making progress. 

3. Government and Discipline * — Both in the school room, and in private, 
the Superintendent will endeavor, by kind counsels and admonitions, to en- 
courage obedient and well-behaved scholars. At the same time he will, 
either by public or private reproof, and other approved methods of disci- 
pline, assist teachers in governing the disobedient, refractory and vicious. 
He will communicate with parents, and advise them of the conduct of their 
children, and thereby endeavor to effect an understanding between parents 
and teachers, in maintaining good order, and the proper administration •of 
a wholesome discipline. As a final resort, he will report the names of all 
incorrigible offenders to the board, for suspension, or expulsion. 

4. School Gradation. — The Superintendent will examine all pupils apply- 
ing for admission to other grades, and designate, by written order, the room 
and classes to which they are transferred. He will arrange a programme 
of studies and recitations for each school, and also, a general programme, 
specifying the studies of each grade, and the degree of proficiency required 
in pupils for passing i¥om one grade to another. He will counsel and assist 
in the adoption of suitable text-books for the different grades. He will 
also try to effect a proper, division of labor, so that each teacher will have 
an equal amount. 

6. Other DtUies, — The examination of teachers attending district insti- 
tutes, or rendering assistance there; hearing formal complaints against 
teachers; exercising an oversight over the buildings and furniture, and 
bringing the necessary wants and repairs to the notice of the board ; ex- 
plaining difficulties, and new features to teachers ; and afford teachers an 
opportunity to consult him in his office, when they may need his advice or 
asBistance, will constitute, among others, additional duties of the office. 
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UNPAID DISTRICTS. 379 



DISTRICTS UNPAID 

But are still supposed to be entitled to the appropriation of 1861, which if 
not proven before Jtme, 1869, said appropriation will be forfeited, 

Beaver county, Independence 980 22 

Bedford, SheUsburg 40 74 

Chester, Warwick ^ 141 12 

IJnmberland, Silver Sprinff 287 28 

Delaware, Western, (Ind.) ^ 5 88 

aik. Highland 2 94 

Poorest, Tionesta 7 14 

JreenOj Jackson ^^ 86 52 

Lycoming, Cummings 27 30 

Schuylkill, Yorkville 39 48 

Susquehanna, Dundaff. 25 62 

Venango, Harmony 61 24 

Wyoming, Braintrim 48 72 

Do Overfield ^ « « 28 56 
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^^ecau^e fhty have failed to forward to the Department either their four 
monthfp certificates^ or annual reports^ or both^for 1868. 
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ledford, Schellsburg 

lerks, Ponn * 

►lair, Huston 
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ientre, Rush « 

Ihester, Hopewell 

^laware^ Tinicum 

Do Western, (Ind.) « 

ilk, Bennezett 

Do...Highland 

Do...Jone8 « „ 
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ndiana, Pino 

jycoming, Cummings „., 

Do Lycoming, Old y. 

li'Kean, Corydon .<;. 

fiercer. West Middlesex borough 

*ike, Leliman 

Do.. .Palmyra « 

Ichuylkill, Ryan ^ 

Inyder,. Chapman ^ ^ 

!1oga,Fall Brook borough <...<, 

''enango, Cooperstown borough 

Do Cornplanter 

Vyoming, Nicnolson 

Do .Overfield ^^ ^ 
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380 UNPAID DISTRICTS. 

DISTRICTS 
Whose appropriation has heen forfeited for cause. 

Bradford county, Burlington borough « |24 96 

Do., Litchfield 104 13 

Do Towanda, North 39 7& 

Do Wilmot 83 46 

BiAler, Sunbury borough 23 40 

Cumberland, Silver »Spring - 226 7ft 

Greene, Mt. Morris, (Ind.) « 19 85 

Luzerne, Deunison ^ 57 1(^ 



DISTRICTS 
Whose appropriation is withheld for consideration. 

Beaver county, St. Clair ►. 

Butler, Middlesex, ) tutmA 

Do do (Ind.) \ ^1V» 74 

Cameron, Gibson 43 84 

Do Grove 17 47 

Do Enterprise « 17 47 

Clarion, Madison 156 78 

Do Brady 

Clearfield, Jordan ^ « « ^ - 54 21 



NON-ACCEPTING DISTRICTS. 

M*Kean county, Wetmore ^ 90 

Iforthumberland, Cameron 37 44 

Do Jackson 69 42 

Do Jordan 85 80 

Do Mahanoy, Little 30 03 

Do Washington 74 88 

Wyoming, Tunkhannock township 69 03 

Do Washington 65 91 

Sehuylkill, Mahantango, Upper 58 50 

Do Penn, West 204 36 

Somerset, Conemaugh „ 88 14 

York, Manheim « « «..»,.. 122 85 
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REPORT OP THE PRINCIPAL DF THE NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

THE SECOND DISTRICT. 

MiLL£RsviLLE, Octohcr — , 1868. 

Hon. J. P. WlOKERSHAM, 

State Superintendent of Common School a : 

In the (iischurge of my duty as principal, I have the honor to present th« 
followinjjj report of the State Normal school of the Second district, for the 
school year ending September 14, 18G8 : 

The school durin;^ the past year has been in a prosperous condition. Our 
rolls show an attendance of 770 pupils, of which IIG belonged to the Model 
school, and 654 to the Normal school. Of the whole number, 260 were la- 
dies and r)10 were gentlemen. The graduating class numbered 36 members, 
15 of whom were ladies and 21 were gentlemen. Nearly all the members of 
the class are engaged in teaching. 

With our work during the past year I think we have reason to feel a fair 
degree of satisfaction. The standing of the school in scholarship is gradu- 
ally rising. This is indicated by the class recitations, liy the number and 
kind of studies pursued, and especially by the increase in the size of the 
higher classes, and thecurresponding decrease in the size of the lower classes. 
During the past summer we were obliged to have two " D ^' divisions, a 
thing never previously require<.l in the history of the school. The "big I" 
was last summer a " 2d 11,'' and is this fall but a "little I.*' 

There seems also to be a growth in the professional character of the school. 
This is shown by the large number who avail themselves of the benefits of 
the State appropriation. Last summer nearly three hundred received the 
ai|>propriatiou, and many others took regular lessons in the science and 0k, 
of teaching, who either were too 3'ouug to be entitled to the appropriation, or 
who did not care to take it. Our students seem to be obtaining a higher ap- 
preciation of the worth and dignity of the avocation of teaching ; many of 
them are beginning to realize that it is the " Great Profession." 

A very gratifying fact, also, is that a large number of those who enter the 
Mchool without expecting to tcAch, catch the spirit of the place, and go forth 
©Qthusiastic and devoted teachers. There are several from wealthy familiep 
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who ouiuf lu re last year to i)ursiie the studies of the academic eoiirse, now 
teaohiisy: iu eorunioii schools. Two or three of hist year's graduatiu'^: class, 
who eomiiieiiced thi? eoiirse without inteiidhi^ to prepare for t«aching-, have 
also aeeeptiHl jiosititjiis as teachers, imd are dtuiig earnest and faithful work. 

Jloral anff rrliyums rulfari'. — in my hist rei>ort I described somewhat 
muiutely our methods of profe>sional training; in thiK I wish to speak mort^ 
paiticularly.,of our moral and njlifrious culture. All admit that the most ', 
portant element of mind is the moral and religious nature. Here we liiw 
the iK;rfi.*ctiou of man's bein^'-, the erowninp: work of th(^ Creator. The cuT 
ture of tliese powers is, therefore, the highest and best work of the educatoE 
Moral and relii^ious culture un<lerli<?s and ;rives form and excellence to a 
other attainments. 

As essential as is such culture in ircneral education, it is of even givate^ '^^ 
importance in the education of teachers. lie to whom iseonnnitted thetraux: i " 
ing of a human soul, should know how to train its hijrhest and most excelleir*''*^'^ 
powers, as well as those which are lower and subordinate. To produce ^oo«^* ^^ 
men and virtuous womem is far better than to make them intellectual an- M- ^i*' 
learned. No one is (pialified to enter a school as the teacher of youth, m9: *"" 
less he is ind.>ued with hi^'-h moral principle ; and if lie is a disciple of th-C"* '^* 
(hx^at Teacher, so much the bftti'r his pre))jiratit>n. 1 would rather a teaehe-^^^ ^^ 
of my own children should lack a knowledge of grammar or arithmetic thar ^^^ 
be delicient in moral and religious ])rinciple. The Ijcst •rift of a Normal sehoo* — *^'^ 

■ 

to the State is an intelligent christian teacher. It if^ the duty of these inst Jg^ ^' 
tutions, therefore, to give special attention to the nnu'al and religious cultui 
of their pupils. 

For this culture, the great text -book is the Bible. Its wisdom is of Hea-^ 
venly origin ; its teachings come to the heart with a rlivine power ; the un- 
aided reason attains some truth and longs for more and liigher. God mectB 
this longing with a revelation from on high, and the soul embraces it with the 
arms of faith. The light from al)0ve meets the light froui within and illu- 
mines the pathway of the present and future. Thus the Bible becomes a 
guide for the life, a fountain of purity for society, an<l a foundation for the 
State. 

Deeply impressed with these sentiments, we have more fully s^'st^matized 
our instructions in the Bible. ITeretofore the attendance upon our Bible 
classes was voluntary, (^uite a large number attended punctually and seemed 
to feel a deep interest in the sul«ject ; a nuich larger number, and especially 
of those who needed it most, did not attend. AVe woi*e thus, it seemed, not 
measuring up to the standard of dut^' requirt»d of us. 

For the better discharge of our duties in this respect, we have now organ- 
ized our whole school into Bible classes. The basis of classification is the 
same as in secular studies, each division receiving instruction by itself. These 



STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS, 397 

classes meet on h?2il)hntli nioriiiuLr, tho oxorciscs contiuniiig ahoiit one hour. 
The lesson consists of reca<iin;r a i)orti«ni ol" Scripture, with questions, exphi- 
nations anrl comments. Union question books are use<l, or such houks as 
are endorsed hy all reliirious denoniiniitions. so as to guard airainst the sus- 
picion of sectarianism. The utmost care is taken to avoid givinjr a sectarian 
bias to tlie instruction. Questions that divide the churches are studiously 
avoided ; the olyect i*^ t<» prevent and enforce tlie great fundamental princi- 
ples of christian faith and duty. The senior class, Iwsides its lesson in the 
Bible, receives a svstematic course of lectures in moral and reli<i:ious science. 
-ill are recpiired to attend these evorcises, unless excused hy parents or ^unr- 
<lians. A refpiest for snch an excusr would of course l>e immediately and 
^lliiigly granted. It is confidently believed that this change will receive 
The eordial aj)proval both ol* the State authorities luid the public, 

Tlie rtdig-ious excTcises of our school are now as follows: The school is 
opened in the morninu- by read in.Li and sinixing a hymn, reading the Scriptures, 
^nd a period of silence for meditation and prayer. All are required to be 
present. On Wednesday evenimr tlh* students hold a prayer meetinir. At- 
"tendance is vojuntarv. On Sabbath morninir at eight o'clock we hold a Sab. 
Ttath schoril in the model '^•hool cba]»el. This is attended bv a large number 
"Of students. It is d«'si<jTied u]nrr partienlai'lv for ihe vounirer members of 
the sc1hx)1. Attendance is voluntary, except with the pupils of the model 
school. At a (piartrr »)f ten o'ch^ck we have public exercises in the Normal " 
school chapel, consi^^ting of singing hymns. Heading the Scriptures and a ser- 
mon or loctnre ujxin *<onie mond or religions subject. These lectures are given 
by the ]»rineipal and leading professors. Clergymen of different denomina- 
tions often ])reaeh i'i*v ns. AH are expected to atteinl, unless excused by re- 
quest of parents or friends. Following these exercises, which usually occupy 
about an hour, we have onr Bible clashes, which have already V»een described. 
Jwin'i>v*'iiirnfii in 1Unh1iin],<, — In my last report I remarked, "our trustees 
have decided to enlarire the buildiiiL's next spring, increasing our accommo- 
dations for t<'achers and pnpils." This contemplated enlargement has l>een 
made. DurinL'* the past summer we erected an additional buildinL^ ninety 
feet long, forty feet wide and four stories high. This building will afford a 
home for the principal, a suite "f rooms for each of three lady teacher-a, and 
board intr aeeoinmodatinus for nearly one hundred more students. The cost 
of this build ini!", with its furniture, will not vary much froTn $18,000. 

We have also increased the size of our laundry, by which we have irreatly 
improved our conveniences for washing, drying, ironing, kc. Ileretolbre, the 
wash was dried in the open air, subject to the inconveniences of wind, rain 
and snow. We have now a large drying nnim for this purpose. Our ironing 
room, which was tr»o small to meet the increased demands of the school, has 
been transferred to this new buildinir. This addition will cost about $*2.000. 
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Other additions to out-hoiiscs, grading of gi'ounds, &c., will increase the out- 
law's for improvements during the past year to upwards of $20,000. The 
money for these expenses is raised by the issue of six per cent, bonds, secnred 
by a mortgage upon the property. 

You will notice b}- the last report that the expenses for improvements dur- 
ing the year is given at $7^000. This was an estimate of their cost, all the 
bills not having been presented at the time the report was prepared. The 
estimate was found to be too low by at least $3,000. Our improvements, 
including necessary repairs, last year amounted to not less than $10,000. The 
deficiency in last year's report is added to the expenses in the report of the 
present 3'ear. 

Chan(jeA in tho Normal Scluxtl Policy^ — The Normal school policy seems 
so well adapted to the wants of our people, that I have but few changes to 
suggest. These few, however, are thought to be important, and though sev- 
eral of them were presented in my last report, they are repeated here . 

Firnt, I suggest that the appropriation to teachers be one dollar a week, 
inst4?ad o^ fifhj cenfa. This is a small sum for the State to pay — less than 
most of the States give to their Normal schools — and is an investment that 
would yield her a rich reward. It is a duty that she owes to herself, to society, 
and to her eight hundivd thousand children who are to be her future citizens. 

Hennnl, I suggest thjit the appropriation of one dollar a week to wounded 
soldiei*s l)c nut restricted by their age. We had, during the past year, several 
students who were disabled in the service of their country, and who, being 
over twenty-two yeai-s ol' age, were consequently disqualified to secure the 
l>enefits of this provision. What good reason can l)e given for such a restric- 
tion ? Shall the State withhold its aid from one of her wounded soldiers, bo- 
fause, at the age of twenty-three, he determines to qualify himself to aid in 
tlie education of her future citizens? Is this the way to pay the debt of 
gratitude we owe to those who perilled their liven for their country, and who, 
having returned home with honorable scars, disqualified for the more active 
duties of life, are preparing themsc^lves to fight the hosts of ignorance in the 
comuK^n schools of this State ? Let us wii>e such a restriction from our sta- 
tiite l>ooks this very winter. 

Third. \ suggest, also, that the ple<lge to graduates which requires them 
to t'Cach in the common schools, be so modified as to allow tliem to teach in 
:i:iy school in the State. The reasons given for such a restriction o-an be 
nothing mure than a technical one. The j>eople of the State are being edu- 
cated in all her sehuuls, and we need goo<.l instruction in all. The State will 
receive much more than a full return for the money, whether the teaching be 
done in Nonnal schools, Orphan schools, academies and seminaries, or in 
common schools. 

Fourth. 1 suggest, also, tluit our law be so amended, as to confer upon the 
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graduates of the State Normal schools of other States the privileges and im- 
munities enjoyed by our own graduates ; provided, of course, that this favor be 
reciprocated. A medical diploma is f?ood in every State ; why should a teach- 
er*8 diploma be restricted to the State in which he graduated ? Has not the 
day gone by for such invidious distinctions. Such a law would tend to liar- 
monize and unify the educational work of the country, and do much for the 
adrancement of the great profession of teaching. The time is coming, ax^l 
is not far distant, when such a restriction will he abolished. Shall Pennsyl- 
vania be the first to move in this good work ? 

Believing that this great cause of popular education lies at the foundation 
of national prosperity and permanence, let us thank God for the progress of 
the past, and resolve to labor with more earnestness and devotion in the future. 

EDWARD BROOKS, Principal. 



REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

THE TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

To Hon. J. P. Wickkrsham, 

Hyperintendevf of ('Ommon SchfX)lH : 

External Imjyroi'ementa. — During the year closing September 1, 1868, 
there have been made additions to our apparatus, for the illustration of the 
physical sciences, and to our libraries. 

OurJ)lack-boards have been repaired and new boards procured. 

One new out-building has been erected. 

The buildings have been insured. 

The cost of these additions and improvements was about $1,200. 

Internal Imjyrovementit. — Our classification of pupils has been made more 
complete and uniform. The students study more for themselves, and depend 
lessTupon the teachers for help. Our reading room is made more useful 
than heretofore. 

The students arc more regular in entering school the first day of the term. 

Each teacher has fewer branches to teach and more recitations in one 
branch. 

Flan a — Internal Improvement, — We expect to increase our incentives to 
study. 

Ist. We shall change our methods of term. 

Examination. — Hereafter our term exaroinntions will be written, and stu- 
dents will receive a certificate of proficiency, after passing the term exami- 
nation. 

2d. We shall dismiss from classes all who do not improve their time fairly. 
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Other aclilitions to out-houscs, grading of grounds, &c., wiJl increase the out- 
lays for imi>roveinents during the past year to upwards of $20,000. The 
money for these expenses is raised by the issue of six per cent, bonds, secured 
by a mortgage upon the property. 

You will notice b}- the last report that the expenses for improvements dur- 
ing the year is given at $7,000. This was an estimate of their cost, all the 
bills not having }>een pre-scnted at the time the report was prepared. The 
estimate was found to ))e too low by at least $3,000. Our improvements, 
including necossar}-^ repairs, last year amounted to not less than $10,000. The 
deficiency in last year's report is added to the expenses in the report of the 
present year. 

Changt^s in the Normal School Polic]f, — The Normal school policy seems 
80 well adapted to the wants of our people, that I have but few changes to 
suggest. These few, however, are thought to be important, and though sev- 
eral of them were presented in my last report, they are repeated here . 

First, [ suggest that the ai)propriation to teachers be one dollar a week, 
instead of fiftij cents. This is a small sum for the State to pay — ^less than 
most of the States give to their Normal schools — and is an investment that 
would yield her a rich reward. It is a duty that she owes to herself, to society, 
a'ld to hor eigiit hundred thousand children who are to be her future citizens. 

Sertnifl. I suggest that the approi)riation of one dollar a week to wounded 
s(>l«liers Ixj not I'estrictcd by their age. We had, during the past year, several 
students who were disabled in the service of their country, and who, being 
over twenty-two years ol' age, were consequently disqualified to seciure the 
benefits of this provision. What good reason can be given for such a restric- 
tion y Shall the State withhold its aid from one of her wounded soldiers, be- 
cause, at the age of twenty-three, he detennincs to (pialify himself to aid in 
the education of her future citizens? Is this the way to pay the debt of 
gratitu«le we owe to those who perilled their lives for their country, and who, 
having returned home with honorable scars, disqualified for the more active 
duties of life, are preparing themselves to fight the hosts of ignorance in the 
common schools of this State '^ Let us wipe such a restriction from our sta- 
tute books this very winter. 

Third. I suggest, also, that the ple<ige to graduat<5S which requires them 
to t4'iU'h in the common schools, l>e so modified as to allow tliem to teach in 
:i:iy school in the State. The reasons given for such a restriction can be 
nothing more than a technical one. The people of the State are being edu- 
cated in all her schools, and we ncKid go<xl instruction in all. The State will 
receive much more than a full return for the money, whether the teaching be 
done in Nonnal schools, Oq)han schools, academies and seminaries, or in 
common schools. 

Fourth. I suggest, also, that our law Ix* so amended, as to confer upon the 
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j^atlimtes of the State Normal schools of other States the privileges and im- 
fnunitics enjoyed by our own graduates ; provided, of course, that this favor Ijc 
reciprocated. A medical diploma is good in every State ; why should a teach- 
er's diploma be restricted to the State in which he graduated ? Has not the 
clay gone by for such invidious distinctions. Such a law would tend to liar- 
monizc and unify the educational work of tiic country, and do much for the 
advancement of the great profession of teaching. The time is coming, and 
18 not far distant, when such a restriction will be abolished. Shall Pennsyl- 
vania be tlie first to move in this gooil work ? 

Believing that this great cause of popular education lies at the foiuidation 
of national pros^Kirity and permanence, let us thank God for the progress of 
the past, and resolve to labor with more eiimestness and devotion in the future. 

EDWARD BROOKS, Principal 



REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

THE TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

To Hon. J. P. W^ickkrsham, 

HyjMirinfendeuf of (-ommon Schixjln : 

External Improvementa. — During the year closing September 1, 1868, 
there have been made additions to our apparatus, for the illustration of the 
physical sciences, and to our libraries. 

Our J)lack-boards have been repaired ami new boards procured. 

One new out-building has been erected. 

The buildings have been insured. 

The cost of these additions and improvements was about $I,20U. 

Internal Improve men tn, — Our classification of pupils has been made moi'e 
complete and uniform. The students study more for themselves, and depend 
lessTupon the teachers for help. Our reading room is made more useful 
than heretofore. 

The students are more regular in entering school the first day of the term. 

Each teacher has fewer branches to teach and more recitations in one 
Imnch. 

Plan,^ — Internal Imj)rovemenf. — We ex]>ect to increase our incentives to 
study. 

Ist. We shall change our methods of term. 

Examination, — Hereafter our term examinations will be written, and stu- 
dents will receive a certificate of proficiency, after passing the term exami- 
nation. 

2d. We shall dismiss from classes all who do not improve their time fairly. 
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3fl. We shall koop hoforo the students' minds the duty and the ad\'nat:iges 
of studvinpr everv lesson well. 

Wo sliidl irive nunn? attention to the studv of the elementarv branches. 

We shall make ^jfivnter use of visiMe illustration. 

The above l)nef report for tlie last school year, and plans for the uext 
year, is respectfully submitted. 

J. A. COOPER, Principal. 



REPORT OF TliK PRINCIPAL OF NORMAL SCHOOL OF THE 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

Hon. J. P. WlCKKRSIIAM. 

S^if.i'n'ntrndritt of (Jomnioa Sc?Kn)lfi : 

We have uothinjj: new or of sin-eial interest to report for this year, as ma- 
teriall}' dillering from that of the last. The year has been one of success 
and steady advaneenu'ni toward the fulfdlment of the requirements of the 
Normal school law, luith in letter and spirit. The number of those preparing 
to traeh is ijradnallv inen':».-.inii'. 

Tlie means employed for I lie training, as well as the improvcmeuts and a|)- 
pliances yet needed, an; cssuntially the same as last year. Many improve- 
ments in and about tlu' l)uildin^^< have Ijeen made, that greatly facilitate the 
operations of the sc-lmol ; such as the erection of an additional barn, wash 
and dry house, a house for the ])rincipal, together with the purchase of a 
wood lot, for the supplying of fuel, ite. These, it is true, have t»een the work 
uf private means, a lUimand which our present peculiar circumstances seem 
to require, nevertheless the school receives the advantages llowing therefrom. 
These necessary adjuncts will, in process of time, be in reality, what they 
now are nominally, parts of the institution. 

Mndd SrhtioL — ConsiderabU* progress has been made in this direction. 
Suital>le buildings have been purchased, and furnished with the appliances 
needed for the suecessful carrying out of the plans of this depailment. We 
number one hundred of the s(^Uliers' orphans, Ijetween the ages of ten and 
sixteen. Tlu'se are now in good workhig order, and we begin to see how 
much more can be acctjmplished by having children under a constant and 
uniform system of training with a matured plan in view, than by the ordinary- 
method. 

We have seen nothing during the past year to cluinge our views as pre- 
sented in our last report, relative to alterations m the Normal school law- 
Rut tJAc i'xperience of the past four years has convinced us of a much needed 
ehange in the system of yearly examinations of graduating classes. With- 
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out att^nipliug to point out the licfectK of the prcwnit, we l>ei|: to Bulniiit the 
following plan : 

The hoard of examiners, to he ooniposiMl of the county superintenckMits of 
the Nonnjil si'liool rliRtriet in which the school is h>cate<l, and a i)erson duly 
qualified, who shall he appointed hy the State Suj)erinten«leiit of Schools, with 
the advice and consent of the (iovenior <A' the Connnonwealth. The person 
80 appointed .shall he the chief examiner, aided and assisted hy the connty 
superintendents, as he may deem expedent. A tw«>-thinls vote of this hciard 
to decide the (inestion of ji^rantinjj: crplonias. 

I would further sujrgest, that the pr!nc!i)al of each Normal school funiish 
to the Stat<* Superintendent of Schonls, cnrh \ car, at lea--l ten (piestions, svieb 
as he ii:::y deem suitable, npon each of tlicliranches upon which examinations 
are to Im* made and that the pn>| ii»M y of M^kln:; these ijii'.-^tlons, or any part 
of them, shall Ikj dctcrmiM-d l,y thr Sn|»i'iiiii«'ndcnt. 

Ag:iin i would sniruewt, that th«' ot-r-on npix/intcjl i«i perform these exami- 
nations, he rtMpiircd also to exMiniue the junior elasses in the studies of the 
junior course at the close of each y^w. .iol il-at tin's. e.\:niiinatiou shall de- 
termine whether the candidate; r^hnll he :idui:tii'd to tlu* senior cla^s. and also 
shall prechnle the ne<'essity of a fiirt'uM- examination u)ion the studic-*of the 
junior year at the time of graduation. 

F." A. ALLKX, Prf/K'ffKtL 



REPORT OF TITF rUlNClPAL OF TilF NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

^' K THIRD DISTRK^T. 

Hon. J. r. AVicKKiisiiAM, 

I take for granted that it is not necessary to repeat what has heen stated 
in detail, in previous reports, concerninir the origin and history of the Key- 
stone Nornjal, and the mi*ans cmph»yed in it to train teachers. For infor" 
mation on these jKiints, the reader is refen-ed to the report of ISfit. 

There always have ])eeu, and no douht always will be, some who opj)Ose 
Normal schools. In the face of difliculties, however, the past year has heen 
crowned with prosperity and success. There were al)(ait four hundred stu- 
dents in attendance. The friends of this institution have every reason to 
feel proud of the esteem in which it has thus fiir })een held hy the public. 

Our prospects are encouraging. People everywhere are l>eginning to un- 
derstand more clearly that teachers must be proficient, not only in the 
branches of a liberal education, but alst) in the best methods of imjt /ting 
instruction. The old mechanical or routine method, in which the teacher 
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iiQlles entirclj on tcxt-booktf, aud religiously abHtains from ascertaining 
whether pupils have digested and mastered the subject of a recitation, no 
longer meet the want of this i)rogre8sive age. The business of teaching must 
1)e 83'8tematically studied and practiced. In order to do this, institutions, In 
which the art of teaching is ma(ie a specialty, must be founded and liberally 
endowed. That our common school system cannot prosper apart from Nor- 
mal schools, is now a settled conclusion. The higher the diameter and 
qualifications of teachers, the more pojnilar and elticient our free schools _ 
To aid in the elevation of the standard of intelligence and to increase th^a 
sup]>ly of comi)etent teachers — this was the reason why the people in thi: J 
section of our State generously contributed their means for the erection an^^ 
support of the Keystone. Actuated by a high and disinterested regard fo«=i 
the welfare of the rising generation, they have nobly sustained us in ouMzm 
efforts to improve the educational interests of our district. 

Influenced by an ardent zeal to raise their school to the height of a first ch 
institution, and anxious to prove themselves worth}' of the confidence repose- 
in them, the trustees have devoted to improvement 80,301 86 of the $10,00 
appropriated to their benefit b^'the TjCgislature. Additional buildings 
been erected, grounds imjiroved, trees and shrubbery planted, a resi>ectabl M. * 
cabinet of minerals has been formed, and philosophical apparatus, in ever^""^ 
way sufficient to illustrate the sciences, purchased. Aided by the continue<»^ 
liberality of the Legislature, they arc ready and willing to move forward ii» ■ 
the path of progress upon which they have entered, and will not be easilj^J 
discouraged by any transient opposition, nor appalled by any calamities OK- ^ 
vicissituiles that may l)efall the common schools. 

To the projectors of this institution was granted the privilege of witness-—^ 
ing tour noteworthy epochs in its history. The first, on September 17, I8B5^ 
when the corner-stone was laid; and the second, on September 13, 1866t 
when it was recognized by the State Superintendent, Hon. Charles Cobum; 
the third, on September 15, 186G, when it was formally dedicated, with the 
celebration of appro[)riate religious and literary exercises, to the honor of 
Almighty (io<l, to the service of a sounrl christian morality, and to the 
educational interests of the State of Peimsylvania ; and the fourth, on July 
10, 1807, when six young men, atler having satisfactorily passed a rigid ex- 
amination, witnt forth, its first graduates, armed with the diploma of the 
State, to engage in the warfare of truth against error, and crowned with the 
benedictions of Heaven, to aitl in tiie universal dillusion and ultimate triumph 
of the right. To live to see a cojumenreinvnf datj in Berks county — ^this 
was a glory beyond expression, grand and magnificeit. 

JOHN S. EKMENTROUT, PrincipaL 
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County J City and Borough Superintendents now in commission. 



COUNTY, CITY AND 
BOROUGH. 



NAME. 



I -- 
t 



P08T OFFICK. 



AdaniR Aaron Sheelv 

Allegheny I A. T. Douthett 



AUentown city., 
AruiHtrong . ....... 

Beaver 

Bedford..: , 

Berks , 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Ghestor 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Easton borousii. 

Elk 

Erie 

Erie city 

Fayette 



K. K. Buehrle. , 

William Davis | 

James Whitham I 

H. W. Fisher i 

J. 8. Ermenirout^.v.. 

Elexis Elder Ay.' 

O.J. Chubbuek...^.,.; 

S. S. Overholt ,... 

J. H. Cratty 

T. J. Chapmau 

J. B. Johnson ! 

R, F. Hoftbrd ! 

R. M. Magee I 

W. W. Woodruff I 

G«6. 8. K6llv : 

G. W. 8nyder j 

A. ir. Htrayer 

C*«. Barkley ' 

11. D. Persons 

George Swartz \ 

D. U. E. La Ross 

James W. Baker 

W. W. Cottingham...' 

James Blakelcv ; 

L. T. Fisk .' I 

H. 8. Jones 

C. W. Wanee 



Forest ! H. F. Rohrer 

Franklin I P. M. Shoemaker.. 

Fulton ! Hiram Winters 

Greene LThomas J. Teal 

Huntingdon TD. F. Tussey 

Indiana | A. J. Bolar 

Jeffers(m ' 8. W. Smith 

Juniata G. W. Lloyd 

Tjancaster ! David Evans 



Ijawrence 

Jjebanon , 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'KcHn 

Meadville city ... 

Men'or 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour... .". 

Northampton 

Northumuerland.. 

Perrv 

Pike. 

Pittsburg city.... 

Potter. 

Pottsvilleboro\. 

Schuylkill 

Scraiiton city 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan , 

Susquehanna 

Tioga 

Union 



Geo. W. M'Cracken.. 
Wm. G. Lehman. .A.. 

E. J. Young 

Horace Armstrong... 

J. T. Reed 

W.J. Milliken 

G. W. Haskins 

Jacob Miller 

Martin Mohler 

J. B. Storm 

Abel Rambo 

William Henrv 

W. N. Walker 

W. J. Wolverton 

Silas Wright 

E. S. Decker 

Geo. J. Luckev 

J. W.Allen 

R F.Patterson j 

Jesse Newlin ^ 

Joseph Roney ' 

William Moyer 

N. B. Critchfteld 

J. W. Martin i 

A. W. Larrabee I 

J. F. Calkins | 

C.V. Gundy | 



Gett^'sburg 
Pittsburg.. 
AUentown 

Apollo 

Murdockville, Wash. co.. 

Bedford 

Reading .. 

Altoona 

Orwell 

Gardenville ,. ... 

Butler 

Ebensburg i 

Shippen 

Lehighton 

Rebersburg 

West Chester 

Clarion , 

Clearfield.. 

Lock Haven 

Hloomsburg 

Cambridge IX)rough 

Boiling Spring 

Hummelstown 

Media 

Easton 

Saint Mary's. 

Girard....; 

Erie 

Brownsville 

Marienville 

Upper Strasburg 

M 'Connellsburg 

Rice's Jjanding. 

Alexandria 

Armagh 

Brookville 

Thompsontown 

Tjancaster 

New Castle 

I^ebanon 

AUentown 

Orange 

Lairdsville 

Smethport 

Meadville 

West Greenville. 

Kishacoquillas 

Stroudsburg 

Trappe 

Pottsgrove, North'd co... 

Bethlehem 

Sunbury 

Millerstown 

Milford 

Pittsburg "..... 

Coudersport 

Pottsville 

Port Carbon 

Scranton 

Freeburg 

New Lexington 

Duahore 

Great Bend 

Wellsboro' . 

Lewisburg 



No. of 
Schools. 



SALARY. 



157 
513 

44 
229 
170 
200 
491 
145 
3671 
252 
218& 
I75l' 

25 i 
111 j 
190 
335 ! 
176ii 
153 
113 
100 
363^ 
195 
229 
103 

87 

43 
3001 

31 i 
216^: 

32i 
226 

681 
171 
1951 
229 
132 
100 
513 
142 
171 
200 
441 
208 

70 

14 
2641 

97 
125 
268 

71 
193; 

im 

51 
llri 
114 

32 
342 

25 
100 
1941 

60 
2721 
244 

82 



1800 00 

2,000 00 

900 00 

800 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

1,250 00 

l,i)00 00 

1,000 00 

860 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

550 00 

1,100 00 

1,200 00 

1,200 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

800 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

700 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

1,5C0 00 

400 00 

1,000 00 

1,500 00 

800 00 

800 00 

1,200 00. 

1,000 00 

600 00 

1,000 00 

800 00 

1,000 00 

500 OCT 

1,700 00 

800 00 

760 00 

1,000 00 

1,200 00 

1,500 00 

800 00 

1,500 00 

1,200 00 

»00 00 

600 00 

1,000 00 

700 00 

1,000 00 

800 00 

500 00 

300 00 

2,200 00 

600 00 

1,100 00 

1,500 00 

1,500 00 

500 00 

800 00 

600 00 

900 00 

1,000 00 

500 00 
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COUNTS sri'LiUXTENDKNTS. 
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